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ERRATUM. 

Page  113— Total  for  WheatsL  'rough  “Silt. CO,"  in': toad  of 
Page’ 128 — Fii^t  oirth  vras  “ Dece-rJicr  11,  IS  12:' 

Page  lil? — Head  15;h  of  “ Nvnf  instead  of  April. 

Page  133— Read.  “Dr  John  Wood"  instead  of  Joan  McLean. 

Rage  13“ — Head  “ fort  ij -fi  ve  t>:  instead  of  forty. 

Pivge  147 — Read  Huron  Royal  Ao/h  Chapter  No.  ■/•/'  instead  o-  i. 

Puc e 115  —Charter  returned 7, ” instead  of  IS  *8, 

Rage  ISO — To  children  of  iYi  Ilian?  Gallup  (5th),  luH,  after  M fettle:  “ FUzo 
(31  rs.  Frederick  Hurt)  -no::  of  Oro'lcijan,  Cols  -*v.0\  ' 

Rages  182,  183  and  1S4  Jo  :.c:  to  ihc  History  of  Norwalk. 
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owns  and  Villages 


NORWALK. 


ORIGIN  or  TUB  NAME. 

Ix  1S40,  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  upon  which 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  now  stands,  was  purchased  of 
the  natives  in  two  tracts. 

The  bounds  of  the  east  track  purchased  by  Roger 
Ludlow,  a=.  described  in  the  ancient  records,  were 
“from  Norwalk  river  to  Sawhatuek  (Saugatnck)  river, 
from  sea.  Indian  one-day  walk  into  the  country.” 
For  this  tract  the  following  articles  were  given,  to 
wit:  “Eight  fathum  wampum,  six  coats,  ten  hatchets, 
ten  hoes,  ten  knives,  ton'  seizors,  ten  j use-harps,  ten 
fathom  tobacco,  three  kettles,  three  hands-about,  ten 
looki  ug-glasses.  ” 

The  t i-act  cm  the  west  side  of  the  river,  sold  co  one 
Captain  Patrick,  is  described  as  follows:  “From  Nor- 
walk river  to  Five  Mile  river,  from  sea.  Indian  one- 
day  in  country.”  For  this  the  following  articles  were 
given : “Ten  fathom  wampum,  three  hatchets,  three 
hoes,  when  ship  comes;  six  glasses,  twelve  tobacco 
pipes,  three  knives,  ten  drillers,  ten  needles." 

The  northern  bounds  of  the  lands  purchased  were 
to  be  from  the  sea  one  day’s  north  walk  into  the 
country— hence  the  name  Norwalk. 

The  above  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the-  name  is. 
in  substance,  given  in  Barber’s  .Historical  C-  -lied ions:. 
Hail's  Historical  Records  of  XoncaJl',  and  Lossing’s 
Pictorial  Field  Book  of  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps 
should  be  accepted  as  conclusive:  but  it  has  always 
been  a query  with  the  writer,  what  the  name  of 
“Norwalk  river"  was  at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 
If  it  was  then  Norwalk  river,  the  name  Norwalk 
could  not  have  beer:  derived  from  terms  used  in  de- 
scribing that  purchase:  if  if.  bore  some  other  name, 
it  would  appear  singular  that  the  “ ancient  records  " 
should  describe  the  boundaries  as  beginning  “ From 
Nor  walk  river." 

tkr  township  named. 

On  Lite  yth  day  of  November,  1808,  Philip  i>.  Brad- 
ley, of  Ridgefield;  Taylor  Sherman,  of  Norwalk:  Isaac 


I Mills,  of  New  Haven;  William  Eld  ridge,  of  New 
| London;  Jabez  Fitch,  of  Greenwich;  Ebctiezer  Jes- 
j sup,  of  Fairfield;  Guy  Richards,  of  New  London; 

I Ebenezer  Avery,  Jr.,  of  Groton,  all  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  met  as  the  Board  of  Directors  of  “the 
proprietors  of  the  half  million  acres  of  land  Ivina 
I south  of  Lake  Erie,  called  I he  Sufferers'  Land,"  at 
the  court-house,  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut;  and, 
among;  other  business  transacted  that  day,  passed 
a resolution  naming  all  the  townships  in  the  “Five 
| Lands."  In  and  by  that  resolution,  township  ;«um- 
j her  four  in  the  twenty-second  range  was  named  Nor- 
j walk. 

j Taylor  Sherman  was  the  only  member  of  that  board 
| from  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  pro  bah  iv  stood  soon  - 
j sor  at  the  christening.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
J Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  led  that  magnificent  column 
j of  American  veterans  on  its  memorable  march  from 
j “Atlanta  to  the  sea;  ” and  of  John  Sherman,  Secretary 
j of  the  Treasury,  who  to-day  stand*  before  the  oar  ions 
I as  nrst  of  financiers. 

! 

i ORIGIN  OF  LAND  TITLES. 

I 

I 

j July  1 1,  1/87.  Norwalk,  Connection:.,-  was  burned 

j by  the  British  and  tories  under  Governor  Trvon.  A 

! committee  of  the  General  Assembly  estimated  the 
! 

j losses  by  the  inhabitants  at  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
! thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-fight  dollars  and 
| sixty-six  eeuts.  Half  a million  acres  of  land  in  “New 
Connecticut  ” was  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  those 
sufferers,  and  those  of  other  towns  which  had  suffered 
a like  calamity. 

The  left  hand  column  in  the  following  table  shows 
| the  name  and  amount  of  losses,  in  pounds,  shillings 
! and  pence,  of  each  Noi  walk  sufferer.  The  right  bam! 
j column  shows  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  their. 
• claims  were  paid  in  ’and.  For  a-  more  f nil  and  pur- 
I ticular  account  of  the  classification  and  navmeiD  of 

. j 1 

- those  claims,  see  the  general  couth  y his  lory. 

(in; 
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11IST0R  \ OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  < OIHnTiES. 


NORM  .VLK.  TOWN  XfJMltKU  FOUR,  IX  THE  TWENTY- 
SECOND  R.VNIiE, 


Cr.AssiK'icvnuN  No.  1,  Section  l 


£ 

X. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Hannah  Hooker 

21 1 

13 

9 

Havnes  Fitch  21 

13 

9 

•lames  Fit.  li 

219 

9 

5 

2i9 

9 

5 

lliiyues  Fitch,  two 
losses 

Mi 

n 

o 

“ “ S<) 

il 

;> 

Jacob  J mi 'lings 

22 

G 

J \ci.b  Jennings  52 

5 

G 

Fit  iv  ant  W.Mti  , orMi 

SO 

13 

4 

Stephen  Wood  So 

SamT  Middiebmok  1 1 

13 

4 

Eb*»n»*/er  WhiJ  y 

It'S 

13 

9 

5 

n%4 

Hr-M.j.  Letts,  Jr. 

J 

10 

a 

10 

Michael"  Ivioroiiouse, 

Jr. 

r» 

7 

4 

7 

4 

Michael  Morehouse 

4 

3 

“ - i 

3 

1G 

Audi  t-*vV  Morohoiise 

I 

hi 

1 

Elizabeth  CJ ; iy  1 o rd. 

5 

8 

“ 5 

8 

G 

Samuel  Btitnvl 

no 

18 

G 

“ “ 30 

18 

Nehemiah  St-.  .John 

89 

0 

G 

50 

15 

4 

Mtiiiuel  • ’• 'instock 

2 

0 

0 

Ephraim  Sfewavt 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

Tiiaddeus  Keelei 

2 

5 

10 

“ “ 2 

5 

10 

Elizabeth  Running 

7 

1 

4 

1 * *4  7 

1 

4 

Silas  Hick  >ck 

3 

15 

M 

*;  “ 3 

15 

G 

Nathan  ilickork 

2 

5 

3 

.*  u 2 

5 

3 

Nti  i'nanicl  Si  reet 

33 

15 

9 

* “ “ 1 

0 

lh>4 

.less**  Kiirvhard 

7 

15 

•*  4‘  7 

12 

John  R*Iiedkt 

172 

15 

“ “ 175 

15 

8 

Daniel  Jackson 

53 

2 

5-1 

5 

5 

Samuel  Keeler 

JO 

14 

30 

14 

Benjamin  Reek 

23 

Hi 

9 

“ “ 5-3 

lr> 

9 

Jan: Brown 

if, 

5 

51.' 

15 

5 

51£ 

Anna  Reynolds 

22 

2 

9 ' 

1 * * : 22 

2 

9 ~ 

John  lki"c> 

It 

4 

11 

4 

Deborah  Dickinson 

17 

o 

0 

Deborah  Dickinson  17 

0 

6 

31 osos  Dickinson  s 
lie  its 

259 

lo 

]Q 

Sarah  Dickinson  80 

15 

3 

Moses  Dickinson  s 
heirs 

559 

lfi 

10 

Deborah  Dickinsonl  i > 

4 

7 

Hannah  Dickinson 

Op 

19 

9 

Hannah  Dickinson  & 23 

19 

9 

Phut.  Town.se  in  1 

2 

17 

Eliza  Lilli  bridge  2 

17 

Daniel  1 hatcher's 
heirs 

215 

17 

1 

Danir  i Thatcher’s 
heirs  143 

13 

James  Smith 

51 

13 

Committee  5 

18 

G 

F< 

-oting 

of  Cl 

assification  No.  1,  .£1,344 

"7“ 

0 

Classification  No  2,  Section  2. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Stephen  Lockwood  18 
Thaddeus  Betr->, 

12 

Stephen  Loek  .vood  IS 

15 

two  losses 

17 

»■ 

“ “ 272 

17 

9 

James  Crow  ley 

3 

14 

vi  3 

11 

7 

Dei's  horn  Hy  at 

32 

5 

“ “ 30 

5 

Simeon  Kayni-j 

: d Bid  * 

7 

31  g 

Thomas  Comstock  445 

7 

Z]/2 

Thor.uis  Benedict  T7U 

1 

10~ 

Thomas  Peiiediet  505 

1 1 

5 

John  Rich 

7' 

G 

John  Hieb  s heirs  71 

18 

11J4 

Footing  of 
•Ola  S3  if  jo 

Classification  No.  2.  A’1,344 

V1T0N  No.  S.  F IC710N  H. 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£• 

0. 

Nathan  .Tarv*s 
Daniel  Hanford 

279 

7 

G 

S<  epheii  Lockwood  51 9 

30 

3 

two  losses 

oo-> 

Hi 

4 

*-  »!  •>.>> 

10 

4 

Gobi  Hoyt 

195 

s 

Thomas  Con* stock  195 

8 

James  li- >y t s lie 

irs  2G 

2 

**  -•  50 

2 

Thomas  Benedict 

779 

1 

JO 

Thomas  Benedict  ?270 

10 

5 

Matthew  Keeler 

1G5 

10 

Isaac  Keeler  32 

15 

5 

Jesse  renedivt 

114 

7 

Jes se  Benedier  ill 

i 

G 

Matthew  Keeler 

1G5 

10 

10 

Jonathan  Rings  32 

15 

r> 

Josiuh  Marvin 

158 

10 

l 

" *'  58 

10 

l 

Obeduih  Siseat 

3 

M 

*•  - “ 3 

<» 

Rebecca  Smith 

3 

2 

9 

“ 3 

o 

•o 

Isaac  '/faring 

3 

40 

“ “ 3 

30 

James  Hitchcock 

19 

8 

G 

..  *‘  4 

2 

10 

Thomas  tiayes 

18 

0 

“ “ 1G 

14 

s 

Deborah  Ri'-kf-t 

0 

9 

5 

Samuel  Kib  :.aiu 

4 

] 

G 

“ 44  l 

2 

4 

J osh  u a U«»gei  s 

1 1 

15 

-3 

41  4-  2 

1 

Mary  Avery 

1 1 

5 

G 

10 

10 

footing 

Ot* 

Classification,  No.  3,  £1,344 

7 

u 

Early  in  that  year,  a petition  for  a separate . or- 
ganization was  drawn  up  ami  signed  by  a number 
of  citizens,  but  how  many,  dr  whom,  cannot  now  be 
ascertained,  the  writer  having  made  a diligent  search 
for  the  original  paper  among  the  puhiie  lib  s without 
success. 

In  pursuance  of  that  petition,  at  a meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Huron  county,  held  on  the  ISth  day 
of  .February,  1811,  the  following  order  was  made: 

On  the  petition  of  David  Gibbs  ami  others  we  sit,  off  the  townships 
of  Bronson  and  Norwalk  (being  numbers  three  and  four  in  l he  twenty  - 
second  range  of  tow  nships  in  Huron  county)  from  the  town,  hip  of 
Huron,  to  be  organized  into  a separate  township  by  tl:.e  name  of  Nor- 
walk-. By  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

Attest : Frederick  Fault,  P T. 

Frederick  Fall  /,  Ebenezer  Merry  and  Bildad  Adams 
were  then  the  county  commissioners,  and  Frederick 
Faliy  was  acting  as  clerk  for  the  commissioners  ‘•'Ik 
T."  (pm  teai.) 

The  two  townships  remained  in  that  state  of  organi- 
zation until  the  8th  of  March,  18:20,  when,  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  county  commissioners — present,  Joseph 
| Strong  and  Lyman  Farwell — it  was 

Ordered,  That  towns  numbers  one  and  two,  in  the  twenty -second 
j range,  be  and  the  same,  is  hereby  annexed  to  the  township  of  Norwalk. 

i 

j And  that  state  of  organization  continued  until,  at  a 
j meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  Huron  county,  hold 
j on  the  4th  day  of  >1  arch,  18*2? — present.  Eh  S.  Rar- 
nmn,  Robert  S.  Southgate  and  Amos  Woodward, 
j commissioners — it  was 

Ordered,  That  township'  number  one.  in  the  twenty-second  rs.nre 
| called  Ripley',  be  and  same  is  hereby  ancevod  to  township  nttmwr 
j one,  iu  the  twenty-third  '.antre  (called  New  Haven),  township  pur.. 

! poses. 

Ordered,  On  the  petition  of  Edward  L.  Cole  Slid,  others,  that  ton  n~;.ip< 
j numbers  two  and  three,  in  the  twenty  second,  rt.n^c  (the  first  Bivneon,. 
I the  second  Fairfield.)  be  organized  with  township  privi'egt-s.  and  that 
I the  same  be  known  by  li.e  came  of  Bronson.  And  not  lee  of  ownsl.ip 
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Classiejcation  No.  4,  Section  4. 


G d.  ±)  S.  <1.  | 


Capt.  Josiah  Srp 

trr  13 

5 

8 

Jo  ; iah  Starr 

14 

5 

8 

Joshua  Starr 

4 

10 

4 

1G 

Jo-,  iah  Starr 

9 

3 

8 

“ “ 

9 

3 

Q 

Ezra  Starr 

41 VJ 

1 

8 

E/ra  Sitter 

1.21 1 

1 ! 

4 

C«  t S.  VI yg, 

aU 

IiW) 

8 

0 

Dr.  John  M5»od 

2G2 

r. 

n 

11  is  heirs 
William  Taylor 

in 

2G2 

15 

li 

Ezra  Starr 

LSI  4 

11 

4 

right  of  wife 

384 

0 

Jolin  VI t* Lean 

;"'58 

7 

1 

09 

13 

J 

Foiiting  of 

Classification  No  i, 

£ L 

■M 

7 

(t 

sheet  of  that,  election,  now  on  liie  in  the  county  clerk's 
of! ice,  which  is  as  follows: 

At  a regular  election  of  the  electors  in  the  township  of  Norwalk,  at 
the  house  of  Daniel  Tilden,  in  said  Norwalk,  on  the  third  Jay  of  April, 
is  10.  for  two  justices  of  the  peace: 

vVe  do  hereby  certify,  that  Enos  Gilbert  hint  sixty-one  votes:  Samuel 
B.  Lewis,  forty-live:;  Luke  Keeier.  one,  Abi.jah  t'un'.slfwk.,  seven.  Asher 
Cole,  one;  and  Joseph  Bierce,  three,  for  rUe  ouiees  of  justices  of  tiie 
peace.  Putt  Benedict, 

Attest  : TFw.  GARDNER,  ' El.Il'ii.l'.ET  W.  7>Ai, 


O Rli  l N ! '/.  VTfOX. 


Enos  Gilbert, 

Clerks. 


Robert  S.  Socthoate. 

Judges  of  Election. 


At  the  com  mett  cement  of  the  year  181?,  Norwalk 
formed  part  of  I be  territory  of  the  thru  extensive 
township  of  1 1 uron. 


At  an  election  for  slu*rilT,  on  I >..-t  am1 -.or  i».  13'iii. 
(at.  which  Mims  (iiibcrt,  of  Norwalk,  was  elected,) 
seventy- two  votes  wore  polled. 
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At  an  election  for  justice  on  the  2d  nay  of  April,  j 
1811.  (at  which  Timothy  Taylor  was  elected)  seventy- 
six  votes  were  polled. 

At  the  election  for  county  officers,  October  y,  1821, 
ninety-two  votes  were  polled. 

At  the  State  election  in  1877,  the  same  territory  ; 
polled  for  governor:  Fairfield,  303;  Bronson,  225; 
Ripley,  21.2:  Norwalk,  1 ,344.  Total,  2.US4. 

After  Riplev,  Fairfield  and  Bronson  were  detached  ! 
front  Norwalk,  and  at  the  State  election  of  October  8,  \ 
1821.  only  fifty -one  votes  were  polled  in  Norwalk. 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY'  TAX  FOR  iMO. 

(Abstract  showing  Norwalk.) 

Duplicate  of  taxes  laid  in  Huron  county  for  the  year  ISIS,  by  the  ! 
county  commissions  of  said  county. 

Eli  S.  Barnuni,  Caleb  Palmer  and  Charles  Parker,  Commissioners. 

Tax  bill  for  the  county  of  Huron  in  the  year  i si 5 : 


WB  F AT  8 BOROU  OH. 

HURON. 

j 

Dillingham  John. 

|ii! 

.52  00" 

Comstock,  Abijah 

S 50  j 

Reed.  Hanson 

.'  50 

Lewis,  Samuel  B 

fo 

Wilson,  James. 

■! 

Newcomb,  Benjamin 

540 

| 550 

Totai  forWheatsborough 

2 50  ! 

! 250 

T.  dal  for 

3 1 1 « 1 1 

{ — ! — 

Huron 

56  00  ! 

Total  for  Norwalk 

. 55  30 

1 ii 

Vermillion  

24  so  ! 

Total  for  Huron  County, 

5152.40  ; 

The  townships  of  Vv'heatsborough,  Huron  and  j 
Vermillion  appear  to  have  constituted  the  whole  I 
county,  for  purposes  of  taxation,  at  that  time. 

This  duplicate  was  probably  made  out  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1815.  In  August,  of  that  vc-ar.  ; 
there  was  an  entirely  different  arrangement  of  town-  ; 
ship  lines  established,  as  appears  by  the  following 
extract  from  Volume  I.  page  1.  of  the  Commissioners'  , 
Journal  of  Huron  county: 

Commissioners’  ofSce,  at  county  seat,  August  1.  isi".  First  . 

ing  hold  at  David  Abbott,  Esq. 

Caleb  Painter,  Charles  Parker  and  Eli  S.  Barnuni.  Commissioners. 

Iehabod  Marshall.  Clerk,  appointed  pro  tem.  Abijah  Comstock,"  ! 
appointed  County  Treasurer 

The  r.'ew  townships  following  ire  set  oft,  vie: 

1.  Wayne's  Reserve,  at  Lower  Sandusky,  to  be  known  by  the  name  I 
of  Lower  Sandusky. 

2,  Vermillion— comprising  the  following  tract,  viz:  The  whole  of  j 

the  twentieth  range  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  together  with 
all  the  tract  of  country  belonging  to  the  county  of  Huron,  east  of  said 
twentieth  range. 

Greenfield— comprising  townships  numbers  two  and  three,  in  the  j 
twenty-first,  twenty  second,  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  ranges  of  ! 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve. 

4.  New  Haven — comprising  number  one  in  the  twenty-firs'  twenty-  I 
second,  twenty-third  ami  twenty-fourth  ranges. 

* * *■  * * * * * * gs  - 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

Xchaeop  Marshal!-.  Commissioners’  Clerk,  pro  tem.  \ 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAX  FOR  1810. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk.) 


.Vo ruaik  Township.  Horses.  Cattle.  Houses. 

♦Clark.  Halsey 1 * 

1 Crawford,  Joseph 2 

Cole,  Thomas - 2 — 

♦Denting,  Jabez H — 

Forsythe,  Frederick  1 1 -TO 

Fay,  Lucius 4 

Oitbs,  David . . 1 3 

Gibbs.  Samuel  R * 1 0 — 

Gilbert.  Enos  1 

Heath!  I,  Eben 1 S 

♦Herrick,  Ezra i 2 

♦Herrick,  Ezra  Jr.  . 1 • • 

♦Hoskins.  John  . ...  3 — 

♦Hagermun,  Thomas. ■">  .... 

Houk,  Henry  2 2 

♦Herrick,  Lott 4 — 

Isbant,  Epaphroditus '4 

lsha.ni.  Seidon  ' • • 

Inman.  Malvara. 4 ... 

'Kellogg.  Martin  1 4 .... 

Keeler,  Luke  1 4 

K-i-Fr  John . . 2 2 

♦Lockwood,  George 3 

Lockv.-ood,  Henry T “ 

Layiiu,  John. 4 1 

Laylia.  Charles 1 

Lewis,  Samuel  S 5 4 

Marshal!.  Iehabod 1 

Mason.  Cornelius 1 

Mj res.  Adam 2 1 .... 

Odway,  Nehetniab. . : 1 

♦Pixley.  Reuben .. . ..  4 1 . ... 

Power?,  Abraham... 2 . ... 

♦Runcile,  Abijah ’ 1 4 

Reed,  Hanson 1 1 

♦Reynolds,  Job  T 3 

♦SutlifE.  Nathan : 3 . .. 

♦Southgate,  Robert  5 1 5 .... 

♦Sypher,  Peter . 1 4 

Strong.  Silas  G i ... 

Tice.  Peter - 1 1 m 

Tice  £ Forsythe ...  200 

♦Taylor,  Benjamin... 2 

♦Terry,  Henry 1 

♦Tanner.  Nathan ! 

tUnder.hili,  Jasper 1.  ...  2 

Wheeler,  Edward i 4 

Wells.  Eze-.kit'  I 4 

♦Welch,  John 5 

White,  John ..  1 a . ... 

Wilson,  James 1 4 

Todd  Mannings ! 


David  Underbill  I-evi  Cole  Piatt  Benedict, 
Peter  Tice.  Frederick  Forsythe  and 
Daniel  Tikien,  own  ail  the  town  of  Nor- 
walk, assessed  at  51,400 
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7 00 


Total  for  Norwalk  . . 
Total  amount  of  the  tax. 


42 


513  10 
51.217  To 


Nuts.—' Total  names  on  this  duplicate S3 

♦Lived  in  Bronson,  then  attached  to  Norwalk 10 

♦Lived  in  Milan 1 

i Lived  in  Ridgefield 1 — 21 


Residents  of  Norwalk 


42 


To  Hallet  Gallup — Sir : — 1 The  taxes  herein  contained,  assessed  on 
the  residents  of  Huron  county  for  the  year  35.9:  you  are  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Huron  county,  authorized  r,o  collect,  you  will,  Therefore, 
pioceed  to  collect  the  said  raxes,  and  pay  the  amount  to  the  Treasurer 
of  Huron  county  as  the  law  directs. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

Ee.sv.  Abbott,  Clerk. 


County  tax  assessed 
year  1539: 

No  rwalk  To  tenth  ip. 

Abbot,  Ezra 

* Ammrrn-an,  Simeon 

Benedict  Piatt 

Boalt,  Eben. 

Boait,  Johr.  

Brunson  Hose  a 

Cole,  Leri 

Comstock,  Abijah  

*t 'lurk,  Lester. 

•’Clark.  J abez  — 

’Cole.  David 


on  the  residents  of  Huron  county  for  the 
Horses.  Cattle.  Houses. 


a 

450  ?2  25 

30 

List  of 

2 

s 

1 40 

Proprietor 

4 

40 

’Amrnermon,  Si 

2 

20 

Bronker.  John. . 

1 

30 

Brunson.  Hosen 

2 

G 

1 50 

Bargs-  James.  . 

6 

5 

! 50 

Bent,  n William 

i 

i 

10 

Eiiker.  Timothy 

4 

76 

♦Beckwith,  WiU 

4 

!0 

Bangs.  Theodore 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAN.  FO 
(Extract  showing  Norwaik.) 
r Taxable  Property  is  Not 
s'  Names. 


R 1820. 


t Township 

Horses  Cntt.1- 
! 5 

1 

2 

1 

2 2 

3 


5 0 — . , 

TO 


2t) 

10 


30 

00 


15 


114 


HISTORY  OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  COUNTIES,  OHIO. 


Propr iet ors'  Names. 

Benedict,  Plate 

♦Baker,  Spencer 

♦Baker,  William  

♦Brownell.  Abel 

Boait.  John  - 

Boalt.  Elien 

•Clark,  Daniel  1. 

♦Crawford,  Joseph 

♦Clark.  Lester  

•Clark,  Tabes  ...  . . . .- 

Cole.  David..- 

•Conger,  David  

Cole,  Thomas 

Case.  Samuel  

Carver;  Aldrich 

Cole,  Asher 

Comstock.  Abijah ...  

Dewit,  Zurich  W 

•Day.  Eiiphalet 

Decker.  Elicit. 

Dimiek,  John  ... 

Dillingham,  John 

♦Damming,  Jabez 

Dillingham,  Henry . 

♦Ervin,  Thomas . - : 

Forsythe.  Frederick 

Finney  Erastus 

Foster,  Seth  

Fay.  John 

Fay.  Lucius 

Callup.  Ilallett 

Gardner,  William 

Gtbbs,  David 

Gibbs,  Samuel  R 

♦Guthrie.  Ebe:. 

Gilbert,  Enos 

Huyck.  Henry 

Hutchins.  Elias 

♦Herrick,  Lott 

♦Hoskins,  .John ^ 

♦Hagarman,  Thomas. 

♦Herrick,  Ezra 

♦Herrick,  Ezra,  Jr 

Inman.  Mulvery 

Islv&rn,  F.paphi  oditus 

lsham,  Selden 

♦Johnson,  Bryant 

Jerolomon,  Thomas 

♦Kellogg,  Martin. 

Keeler,  Lewis. 

Keeler,  John 

Lewis.  Samuel  B 

Lay  tin.  Charles 

Laylin,  John. . 

Lockwood,  Henry 

Lane,  Ebervezer 

Ma-'on,  Cornelia 

Marshall.  Ichabod 

♦Mbffit,  Philip 

♦Pixley,  Reuben  C ... 

Pratt,  Jonn  

Pierce,  Joseph 

Porter,  William 

♦Bundle,  Abijah  

Raymond,  Lemuel 

♦Reynolds.  Job  T 1 

♦F.usco.  Armon ...  . 

Reed,  Hanson 

♦SutliiT,  Lathau 

♦Southgate.  Robert  S 

♦Sample.  John 

Sifort,  Peter 

Sit'or*.  Peter.  Jr 

♦Tanner,  Math  an 

Tice.  Peter 

Tiiden,  Daniei 

Todd,  Manning  S 

-Terry.  Henry 

♦Taylor,  Benjamin  P 

♦Warren,  Daniel  

Welch,  .John  

Wilson.  James. ...  

White,  John 

Wheeler,  Levi ..  .. 

Wes, err.  -Jonathan 

Wells,  Roswell 


Horses.  Cattle. 
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30 
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30 
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90 

1.60 

10 

40 

50 

10 
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30 
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10 

10 

30 

50 

30 

30 

1 .00 

60 
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10 
70 
SO 
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50 
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1.00 
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40 
40 
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10 
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1.00 
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90 
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30 
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30 

.0 

70 

-99 
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Proprietor^  Mcunes.  Horse".  Cuttle. 

Wilson,  Thomas  C ..  1 10 

Ordway,  Nthemiah 1 10 

54  -2S3  44.50 

Amount  of  Town  Plat ....  47.60 


*02  10 

TOWN  PLAT  OF  NORWALK. 


PROPHIETORs'  NAMES.  TtW . 

Benedict,  Platt 5 72;  J 

Benton.  William 35 

Bangs,  James 33 

Bangs,  Theodore 30 

t Butman,  John  S 30 

Cole  Levi  4.50 

Finney  Erastus 133 

Fay.  John 1.624S 

Forsythe.  Frederick  2.25 

Gallup,  William L50 

Henry,  Samuel 50 

Lane,  Ebenezer 1 30 

Mason,  Cornelia  2 00 

Tice.  Peter 5.75 

Tildeu,  Daniel  8.00 

tCnderhili.  David 3.75 

Williams  James 1 ~5 

Whittlesey  and  Benedict 6.60 

*L'.60 

Total  amount  of  page  footings  of  this  duplicate — §1,142,11 


To  David  W.  Kin  man,  Esq., 

Sir-— The  county  levies  herein  contained,  assessed  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Huron  County,  for  the  year  1.820,  you  are.  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Huron  county,  authorized  to  collect,  you  will  therefore  prone'  J to  col- 
lect the  same  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  Huron  county  as  the  law 
directs  By  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

For  Lyman  Fair-ell,  Clerk, 

Ichaboo  Marshal;,. 


Note.  Total  names  on  this  duplicate,  including  lot  owners.  101 

♦Lived  in  Bronson,  then  attached  to  Norn  Aik. . - 33 

♦Lived  in  Miiau . . ! 

7Lived  in  Ridgefield 1—35 

Residents  of  Norwalk  66 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  ETC. — TAX  FOR  1822. 
(Extract  showing  Norwalk.) 

Duplicate  of  the  county  tax  levied  on  the  personal  ana  town  properly 
of  Huron  county  for  Cue  year  1322. 


„ Nonsalh.  Horses.  Cattle.  Ta-e. 

Arnold.  Alfred 4 §0.10 

Bangs.  Theodore  S„  lot  60,  1.-20,  30c:  1821,  $1.25;  1-22, 

75e 2.80 

Butman,  Juo.  3.,  lot  53, 1820, 41c;  1821. 70J/Jc;  ls22.37J'Sc;  ..  ..  1.50 

Boalt.  Eben 5 50 

Boukee,  John  1 1 40 

Baker,  Time  thy,  1 house  §49-0 3 11  4.09 

Benedict,  Piatt,  1 house  §400,  half  No.  i — 2 5 3.55 

lot  14,  1*21,  87)4c;  1822,  50c • ..  l SHs 

“ lot  15,  1821,  §4.40;  132.2,  50c 4.80 

“ lot  18,  1821,  62Ljc;  1322,  50c 1.12y£ 

“ lot  33,  1-821,  62AoC ; 1822,  50c l.ISfc 

Benton,  William 2 10 

Boalt.  .John. 1 2 40 

Comstock,  Abijah 1 11  1.49 

Cole.  Asher,  i house  8250 ...  2 7 2.55 

“ Norwalk  lots  4,  11,  19,  21,  57,  29 3.00 

Cole,  Asa,  lot  22, 50c  4 90 

“ lot  30,  1320,  *2.18:  1831,  60.81 Vi;  1822,  50c 3. 4927 

Drake,  Benjamin  F. .. . 1 30 

Drake,  William,  lot  26,  half  1820,  fl.03^;  1621.  SO.siu,; 

1622,  SO. 25 2.16 

Dounee,  John  ...  . • I 10 

Dillingham,  Jehu,  1 house  P2.30  12  2.45 

Forsythe,  Frederick,  i house  32.50 1 1 1 hi 

“ % lot  0,  1821  and  1822 3.67 

Finny,  Erastus,  1 house  -2"i».  lj  lot  24 i .25 

Fay,  Lucius 5 

Fay,  Jonu,  d -limpuenr.  1829,  1 house,  lot  16 1.62yd 

same  same  for  1.882 . ..  1.09 

Gardner.  William  I 2 30 

Crallup.  Katlet.  lot  61. ! 1.42V; 

Gilbert.  Eiii^s  1 2 '4,- 

Gibus,  David r.  l 4 79 


1 


Li i st or V OF  HURON  and  KIHK  COUNTIES,  OHIO. 


A 'oi'trulk.  Homes.  Cottle. 

Gallup,  William,  loc  1S20,  g;,  22  

Gibbs,  Samuel  R . . 3 

Hurlbnrr,' Henry  . ...  1 

Henry,  Samuel  lot  17, 1'  -”1,  '2),  ’Si 2 

Hoskins,  Thomas l "2 

Huyck,  Henry  . . - ...  3 

Isba’n.  Epaphroditus 

Tshaia,  Selden. . . . -. 1 

Inman,  Malvery 

Kimball,  Moses,  half  a*. 

Keeler,  John  1 

Keeler.  Luke  1 

Keeler,  Lewis 

Latimer,  Pickett. ........  1 

Lockwood.  Henry. 

Laylin,  Charles. 

Lane,  Ebeuezer,  1 house  :200  1 

Lewis,  Samuel  B 1 

Laylin,  John — 2 

Merry  man,  Enoch  B ! 

Marshall,  Ichabod 1 

lots  36  and  37 

Mason,  Cornelia,  lot  36 

Marvin,  Zachariah,  lot  30.  

Odway,  Nehemiah,  delinquent,  of  1821. 

Pratt.  John  

Pearce,  Joseph,  delinquent  of  1820 

Reed,  Hanson 1 

Richmond  Everett.,  lor,  06,  1S21,  *25  

Straiten.  Daniel 

Tice,  Peter,  y$  lot  9 2 

lot  5 

“ lots  6,  8,  1821,  '52  

•*  lots  25,  33,  1821,  '22 

TUden,  Daniel... 

* •«  half  lots  32.  23,  1820,  "21,  '22 

Underhill,  David,  lots  23,  28  

Underhill,  Benedict  .t  Cole,  lots  2.  3,  30,  20 

“Williams,  James,  lot  64,  3620.  '21,  '22 1 

\Y ells,  Ezekiel 

Wells, Roswell 

Woodward,  William. 

Wilson,  James 1 

White,  John 

Wheeler,  Samuel 

Wood,  Andrew 

Wheeler.  Edward  2 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  lots  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43.  44,  45,  54, 

55  50  , 57  , 59.  03  and  05,  1831  and  3822 

Unknown,  lots  7 and  31,  1623  and  i-22 


1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

t> 

4 

3 

19 

1 


T"X. 

$4.>'5 
30 
10 
2 15 
50 
1.00 
30 
40” 
50 
73 
B0 
40 
60 
30 
40 
30 
1 50 
2 . 20 

50 

80 


40 

40 

10 

10 

00 

1 3145 
40 

2 66-J4 
50 

6.73 

2, 99U 
20 

1.00 

4.00 

4 65 
40 
10 
10 
.70 
■10 
1C 
60 
60 

14.45-J4 

2.63 


Totals 


182  $121. 


Auditor's  Office,  Huron  Co.,  Aug.  1,  1822. 

I,  Moses  Kimball,  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a correct  duplicate  of  the 
county  tax  icr  1822.  Moses  Kimeai.l,  C.  .4. 

Note.— The  total  tax  for  the  county,  including  Brownhelm,  Black  Paver 
. and  Elyria,  is  footed  up  61,659,36. 

It  will  he  remembered  that  Norwalk  and  Bronson 
were  set  off  into  a township  by  the  name  of  Norwalk  on 
February  18,  1817,  and  that  Bronson  was  set  off  from 
Norwalk  on  March  4,  1ST?.  This,  then,  s the  first 
personal  property  tax  duplicate  for  Norwalk  town- 
ship proper,  and  shows  a list  of  sixty-six  taxable  per- 
sons; but  Butman,  Underhill  and  Whittlesey  were 
not  residents,  leaving  the  actual  resident  tax  payers 
only  sixtv-rhree. 

RESIDENT  REAL  ESTATE  TAX  IN  1815. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk >. 

P.esidenf  proprietors’  land  tax,  in  the  year  !S]5.  for  the  counties  of  Cuy- 
ahoga and  Huron,  State  of  Ohio. 


Proprietors’ 

Names. 

1 1 • 5 i = | . ? 

Amount  ;I 
Taxes 

Total 

Amount  Due 

3 55  5 siil  5 

$ cts.Tniil.- 2!'c 

$ cts.  mills 200 

Comstock.  Ahi  jah 

1^1 » -2-2  i 2 * o Huron 

. 

•-!.*  S'l  1 Ml  00 

Frink,  William  J 

22  12  do 

3 ‘j7  ' 3 1 

:)7  ' 3 ! 

V.  ooj.  brandish 

. . 200  ....  22  -i  1 rlo 

5:  ‘67  ! 5 . 

li?  5 . . 

I have  compared  this  duplicate  with  the  original,  ami  find  it  correct 

George  Pease. 

The  charge  for  drawing  eft'  :he  within  duplicate  is- cue  dollar  anu 
fifty  cents.  Received  payment  of  Charles  Parker.!  George  Pease. 

“There  is  one  name  on  this  duplicate  for  Portage  touxny,  r.r.d  one  for 
Cuyahoga,  with  forty-seven  other  names  for  Huron  county,  the  three 
above  given  being  all  there  are  for  Norwalk. 

7 Charles  Parker  was  one  of  the  county  commissioners  in  1815. 
j William  Frink  was  a resident  of  Ridgefield  in  1812  and  isi3,  and  of 
Sherman  in  1820,  and  probably  never  resided  in  Norwalk. 

TAX  IN  liSifj. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk). 

Resident  proprietors'  land  tax|for  the  year  16; G,  in  the  Couurv  of  Huron, 
State  of  Ohio. 


Amount  oi 

lotai 

Proprietors’ 

Names. 

Tax 



Amount  Due 

V r 2 5 £ J .J 

S cts.  mills 

S jets,  mills 

Beaty,  John 

; i 1 i 1 ■ 

2-Sl  22:  4 1 

1 2!  5 ... 

4 : 21  5 

...  . , 2o2  22  4 . . 1 

Z 43 

?>  4S 

Bull.Epaphrus  W 

Comstock.  Abiiah  ...... 

. :rs; . . 4.4 

1 7 50  ; 5 ... 

IT  ! 50  5 

'27  "5 

Prink,  William 

2dii;,,  22  4 ..2 

4 Uv  | . ; - • ■ 

-i  i 50 

Total  am't  tax  (w  itb 

i esc  of  county 

, $1,183  07.7)4 

Commissioners"  Office.  Huron  County,  Ohio,  June  8,  1816. 
We  hereby  certify  that  the  within  and  foregoing  is  a duplicate  of  the 
State  rax.  for  the  County  of  Huron,  for  the  year  1816. 


Attest: 

Frederick  Faux.  Clerk. 


£ ftEDEKiCK  r A LAY.  » r. 

Ebenezee  Merry,  f Comnimontm. 


t There  are  in  this  duplicate  one  came  from  Portage  comity,  two 
nair*e>  from  Medina  county , four  names  from  Cuyahoga  county,  one 
hundred  and  seven  names  from  Huron  corny. — four  being  from  Nor- 
walk. and  Comstock  the  oniy  actual  resident. 

TAX  IN  1817. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk) 


[ Resident  piopr-ietors'  land  tsus 

for  lit-  year  1$W.  for  Hoicu 
Ohio. 

county, 

Proprietors’  N'ar r.e>. 

. V . = > lAnu.UUt 

3:  s w .if  Tax 

5 cts. 

| 

1 Colwell  and  others 

231  — n Biunn 

J 23  A 

do  

232  22  41  do 

52*2 

Bull,  Epapnrus  W 

772  . . . . 22  4 2 do 

i r ■ A1,.', 

; Comstock,  Abijah . ... 

1350  22  4 2 & -j  ; do 

27 . 5 

! r av  Aaron 

10>!  . 22  it 

2 25 

Frink,  William. 

200  . 22  4*2 

4 50 

i Gibbs.  David 

360  22  4 ? 

S0>H8 

i Lockwood.  Henry . . 

200  260  22  4 3 

TO 

Second  Rate  (for  county) 

$ Third  Bate  i fekccuntyi 

' 

1320  ;T2, 

Commissioners'  Office,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  .April 

3.  3817. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  v:i 

thin  and  foregoing  is  a duplica 

Ur  of  the 

State  tax,  for  the  county  of  Huron,  for  ti  e year  1617. 

Frederick  Faixy,  / 

i ' John  S.  Kf.ede,  • Lomaim 

C'.'iU.'j. 

§ There  are  in  this  duplicate  one  name  froru  Portage  county,  two 
names  from  Medina  countv-,  two  names  from  Cuyahoga  county,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  names  from  Huron  county.— seven  be-ins 
from  Norwalk. 

+ These  figures  are  the  total  for  tee  county.  The  total  for  Norwalk  is 
$78.2514. 

TAX  IN  1818. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk). 

Resident  proprietors'  land  tax.  for  the  year  1818.  lor  Huron  countv. 


Proprietors’  Names. 

~ z i 

A;ii<  'Unt 

of  Tax 
•8  ors 

, 



Truuibul 

Beatty,  John  

1 1 

do  

:s  (S 

Comstock.  Abijah 

. 1S5022 

4 2 . r :> 

13 .70 

ray,  Aaron  

Hw»  . . . . 22 

u 

Frink,  William 

4 2 

r . u> 

Gibbs.  David 

fe,;,. 

i 2 

Loc k tv ood . Henrv 

2m'  2v0  22 

4 2 

5 >0 

Lewis,  Samuel  b 

200  ....  2s 

\ t 

. 

Keod.  Hanson  . 

k,  ..  24 

44 

i 

l 


m; 
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There  are  in  this  .duplicate  one  name  from  Portage  county,  one  name 
from  Medina  county,  one  hundred  and  eighty  eight  names  from  Huron 
couuty,— nine  being  from  Norwalk. 

There  is  no  certificate  attached  to  this  paper,  but  it  is  authentic,  and 
forms  part  of  the  official  record  in  the  Auditors'  offieeof  Huron  county 

TAX  IN  LSI 0. 

(Extract  showing  Norwalk). 

The  follow i ne  Collector’s  duplicate,  for  the  tax  of 
the  year  lSi9,  found  amoung  the  papers  of  the  late 
Hallet  Gallup,  is  the  earliest  one  that  the  most 
thorough  search  has  brought  to  light.  Xone  are  on 
tile  in  the  Auditor's  office. 


Land  fax  of  the  residents  of  Huron  county,  for  1819. 


ktS  3 

■? 

i 

G '"T 

Beaty,  John 

do  ..... 

1 . i 

. 281  22  4 1 

232  . ...  22  -1  1 

Huron 

2 Si 

4 00 

1;  ro 

3 50 

0 30 
G 38 

5 20 

1 !U 

5 44 
— ~ 

Returned 

R 

Comstock,  Abijali  • 

Fay.  Aaron 

Frink,  William  . . . 
Gibbs,  David 

1770  22  4-2,  *3 

ion  ...  22  4 4 

Paid 

Returned  12p»,  2d 
Paid 

Paid  | 

Paid 

Paid 

Returned 

200  ....  22  4 2 

360  22  4 2 

Lockwood,  Henry. 
Lewis,  Samuel  B . 
Marvin,  Zaehariah 
Reed,  Hanson 

•Jut)  288  22  4 3 

200 . .22  4 1 

SO ;22  4.  2 part'4 

311  ...  22  4 4 



Total  am't  of  tax  (for  couuty),  $1,605.90 


John  S.  Reed  says,  the  tax  against  Cornelius  Reed  was  paid  for  last 
year. 

To  Hallet  Gallup: 

You  are,  by  the  commissioners  o:  Huron  county . appointed  collector 
of  the  foregoing  taxes,  of  the  residents,  on  land  in  the  county  of  Huron. 
You  are,  therefore,  hereby  authorized  to  collect  the  same,  and  make 
returns  as  the  law  directs. 

Joseph  Strong.  > ■ ■ 

Attest:  Bilbao  Adams,  f Commissioners. 

Benjamin  Adams,  Clerk. 


TAX  IN  1820. 

(Extract  showing  Noru  alk). 


Non-Resident 

Proprietors 

Resident  ~ 

Proprietors.  ~ 

i- 

S RTS 

Burrili,  ,T:io.  Eilas. . . 

250 

Benedict,  Thomas... 

Beatty,  John 513 

. X . 22  4 1 . 

do 

9A;>  ,>->  ^ 0 

Benedict,  Elijah 

347  22  4 3 

Baker  Timotliv...  97 

22  4 4 . 

do  12~ 

22  4 4 

do  ....  n>: > 

Benedict  I'lott,  ) 

22  4 4 . 

for  Salley  and  - 6$$V 
Mary  Pettit  1 

...  . 22  4 1 . 

Boalt,  Eben, 
Beuedicfc,  William 


200 

3G0 


Comstock,  Abijah.  UGO 


do 


Dickerson,  Hannah. 
I'ickerson,  Sarah 


jCurtiss,  Ira 

Cole,  Asa  * Thomas! 
[Crawford.  Joseph. 
IColo,  Levi,  heirs  of; 
do 
do 


Dillingham,  John.. 

16  V. 

4 

l;. . . 

onj_  4 

Fay,  Lucius 

100 

...  22 

4 

4 

175 

Fitch,  Grant 

80 

-»o 

4 

1 40 

Fitch.  Z admen 

356V. 

22 

4 

4 . ..  . 

Frink,  William  + ..  . 

22 

4 

•> 

!‘72U 

Gibbs,  SamuelR  . . 

550 

4 

0 

9 621. I 

Gibbs,  David 

350 

...  22 

•> 

5.30 

Huvck,  Henry.  ... 

4 

4 

1 or. 

Inman,  Melverv.  . 

87 U, 

1 

4 

1 53 

Jennings,  Seth  . .. 

62 

| 

1 

Jessup,  James 

200  22 

4 

2 00 

Keeler,  Samuel 

95 

1. ... 

1 GO1  1 

Keeler,  Luke  .. . .. 

•» 

1 

1 

7 ' Lv] 

do  

50 

2-J 

4 

j. 

do  

i 

4 

3 . 

014? 

Keeler.Isaac.heirs  of 

1 03  22f 

4 

3 

'i!u 1 

Lockwood,  Stephen 

873 

i>2 

4 

1527V 

do 

1169  V,  22 

4 

1191.0 

Lewis  Samuel  B. 

200 

t 

1 - 

Lockwnod,  Henri'.- 

480 

2° 

Lau»\  b 

1 

4 22 

1 

out  lot 

. lU 

Meers,  Moody 

M) 

22 

4 

Marviu,  Zaehariah 

si) 

22 

4 

L;;; 

140  ' 

543  ! .7 . 
2'32p;! . . . 
200 

my  .. 

200 

300  i... 

m i::: 

263 


.■32  l 
.25  4 
. 22  4 
. 22  4 
. 22  4 . 
.22  4 
22  4 


22  4 
2-2  4 


' cts. 


4 37V:, 

i ml 

123214 

8 70 

2 03 

3 04W; 

1 

120434 

3 50 

5 25 

ltofi  20.30 

9501,4 

45914 

350 

I - . 63-K 

3.50 

175 

245 

30234 


Tax  in  1820—  continued. 


1 £> 

Non-Resident 

Resident 

% ; 

Proprietors. 

Proprietors-. 

! 

% % 

R 

T S 2 

> cts . 

M idd  1 e broo k , Sani ’ l * 

413 

4 1 ... 

heirs  of  i 

! 

' • 

4 23  >4 

Russ,  Isaac  . . . . 

142 % 

22 

4 3 

2 49 

Riggs.  Jonah. heirs  of 

-133 

.» 

4 3 

.:  133 

Reed.  Hanson 

1 170 

22 

4 4 

2 1)7  L.< 

Townsend  Jacoi). ... 

.>.4 

4 1 

1 13 

Tousev,  Hannah  F. 

60  i .. 

4 1 

1 1 )5 

iTice,  Peter 

5 c. 

4 4 

White.  Moss,  1 

MO 

4 -1  ...... 

•>3  73 

E. Tweedy,  a others  ) 

Wilson,  James 

142J4 

22 

4 {.. 

Vt  liitiock,  Thadeous. 

75  | 

•» 

4 1 

. 1 31 '4 

Whittlesey.  Elisiia. . . 

•>» 

4 4 

Wood,  Stephen 

246  ' 

22 

4 1 

. 4 50  V 

Keeler.  John 

150  j.  . .. 

22 

4 3 

. 3G2JJ 

do  

50  I 

32 

4 3 

. 67U 

Newcomb,  Jabez... 

43 

;22 

4 3 

...  ^ 

Total  for  Norwalk s26T  4914 

I hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a correct  duplicate  of 
the  land  tax  in  the  county  of  Huron,  for  the  year  1?20. 

Asa  Sanford, 
Auditor  of  Huron  Conn  ty. 

tWilliarn  Frink  appears  as  a resident  of  Sherman,  this  year. 

tax  duplicate  foe  1878. 

The  present  County  Auditor,  If.  AY.  Owen,  Esq., 
has  kindly  furnished  the  writer  with  a statement  of 
the  several  footings  of  valuations  and  taxes  for  the 
township  and  corporation  of  Xonvalk  in  toe  yen1’ 
1878: 


Township — total  valuation  _ $743,736  00 

Township— total  tax 8,834  79 

State  proportion 2,17133 

County  proportion  2.545  70 

Township  proportion.  Norwalk  township 4.117  40 


Corporation— total  va’uation $2,294,783  00 

Total  amount  of  tax 52  261  88 

State  proportion ...  fi.t>:>4  87 

Couuty  proportion 7. ’'02  2u 

Corporation  proportion 37,801  75 

Total  for  township  and  corpurarion ' $61,090  67 


FIRST  ELECTION. 

Of  the  first  election  ever  held  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  township  of  Xonvalk,  Samuel  B.  Lewis 
says  (see  Fire-hinds  Pioneer  of  June,  1858,  page  33): 
“During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1815,  I built  a 
house  on  the  farm  I have  so  long  dwelt  upon,  and  in 
that  house,  in  tho  spring  of  1810,  was  formed  a town- 
ship organization,  just  after  which  was  held,  in  my 
house,  the  first  Xonvalk  township  election.  I do  not, 
at  this  distant  .day,  recollect  all  who  were  present  at 
that  election,  but  can  only  name,  among  others,  pre- 
sent: Judge  Southgate,  David  Gibbs,  Esq  , Henry 
Lockwood,  James  Wilson,  Hanson  Reed,  Ahijuh 
Comstock,  Esq.,  myself  and  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
others.  Judge  Southgate,  Abijah  Comstock,  Esq., 
and  Samuel  13.  Lewis.  Esq.,  constituted  the  board  at 
this  election. 

Martin  Kellogg  says  (see  Fire-lands  Pioneer  of 
March,  1859,  page  41):  “The  first  election  in  Xonvalk 
township  was  held  at  the  house  of  Hanson  Reed  in 
April,  1817.  Xonvalk  and  Bronson  woiv  at  this  time 
organized  as  an  election  district.  There  was  no  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  other  officer  who  could  lawfully 
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qualify  t Lie  election  board  before  entering  upon  the  j 
duties  for  which  they  were  chosen. 

“Abijah  Comstock  had  been  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  his  commission  had  expired  previous  to  this  elec- 
tion. After  the  electors  had  met  and  the  board  was 
formed,  they  had  to  send  to  Ridgefield  for  Esquire  | 
Littlefield  to  come  and  qualify  the  board." 

“On  the  6th  of  April,  ISIS,  (Norwalk  and  Bronson  . 
being  together  as  an  election  district,)  R.  S.  South-  ' 
gate  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace.  Number  of  j 
votes,  at  said  election,  twenty-two.  of  which  All.  ! 
Southgate  had  twenty-one  votes.  On  the  '28th  of 
May,  he  was  qualified  by  James  Williams,  Esq.,  I 
county  clerk.  On  the  13th  of  April.  1818,  an  elec- 
tion was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  B.  Lewis,  in  ; 
Norwalk  township,  (Bronson  and  Norwalk  together.)  j 
At  this  election  fifty-six  votes  were  given.  S.  B.  ; 
Lewis,  Lott  Herrick  and  Martin  Kellogg  were  judges,  ! 
and  Reuben  Pixley  and  Dr.  Joseph  Pearce  were  clerks  ! 
of  election.” 

“Norwalk  and  Bronson  were  together  as  an  election  j 
district  from  181?  (the  time  of  their  first  organiza-  j 
tion)  to  1822.  For  a part  of  this  time  Fairfield  was  ; 
included  in  the  same  organization,  making  an  election  j 
district  five  miles  wide  and  fifteen  miles  long,  the  j 
same  being  called  Norwalk:  and  while  so  together,  all  ! 
the  elections  were  held  in  the  part  called  Norwalk  , 
proper.” 

Airs.  Elizabeth  Minn,  formerly  Reed,  says  (see  j 
Fire-lands  Pioneer  of  March,  1859,  page  48):  “The  j 
fust  town  meeting  was  held  at  our  house,  as  near  as  j 
I can  remember,  in  1818.  The  officers  I do  not  re-  : 
member  except  Reuben  Pixley.  He  wta  town  clerk.”  ! 

The  foregoing  statements  are  all  in  conflict  with  I 
each  other,  and  leave  the  question  as  to  date,  in  I 
doubt. 

I 

Air.  Lewis  is  undoubtedly  mistaken  in  fixing  the  i 
date  in  1813,  for  Norwalk  was  not  set  off  from  the  ! 
township  of  Huron  until  February  IS,  181?. 

Mr.  Kellogg  evidently  speaks  from  memory  in  fix- 
ing the  date  as  April,  181?,  and  does  not  give  the  ! 
’names  of  any  of  the  officers  officiating  at  the  election  i 
he  describes,  nor  the  names  of  any  of  the  officers 
elected.  He  speaks  by  the  record  in  his  account  of  ' 
the  election  of  April  0,  ISIS,  but  puts  t tem  in  a j 
little  thick  when  he  gives  us  another  election  on  April  j 
13,  1818,  only  seven  days  after  that  of  the  6th.  In  ; 
the  number  of  votes  and  name?  of  officers  officiating,  | 
he  exactly  describes  the  election  for  governor  and  : 
other  officers  held  on  October  13,  1818.  There  is  • j 
no  official  record  in  any  of  the  county  offices,  from 
which  an  inference  could  be  drawn,  that  any  election  j 
was  held  on  April  13th;  so  he  is  probably  incorrect  in 
that  statement. 

He  is,  in  part,  correct  in  stating  that  part  of  the 
time  between  181?  and  1822,  Fairfield  formed  part 
of  the  election  district  “called  Norwalk."  From 
February  IS,  181?.  to  March  8,  . 1820,  Bronson  and 
Norwalk  were  one  organization  named  Norwalk:  at  ■ 
the  latter  date,  Ripley  and  Fairfield  were  attached  to  ; 


Norwalk,  and  the  four  townships  constituted  an  ejec- 
tion district,  five  miles  wide  and  twenty  miles  long, 
from  that  time  until  Alarch  4,  1822,  when  Bronson 
and  Fairfield  were  set  off  into  an  organization  by  the 
name  of  Bronson,  and  Ripley  was  attached  to  New 
Haven. 

No  poll  hook,  nor  certificate  of  election  can  be 
found  in  any  of  the  county  offices,  relating  to  an 
election  in  Norwalk,  in  181?,  but  in  .volume  one  of 
the  "Commissioners'  Journal”  of  Huron  county, 
showing  the  disbursements  by  the  County  Treasurer 
for  181?.  appears  the  following  entry: 

Voucher  258. 

1:1" — June  4. — To  Abijah  Comstock,  for  making  returns  or 
Justice  elect ...  $1  CO 

Voucher  258,  now  on  file  in  the  Auditor’s  office, 
reads  as  follows: 

I hereby  certify  that  Abijah  Comstock  marie  return  of  the  election  of 
a justice  of  the  peace  for  the  township  of  Norwalk,  and  that  by  said 
returns  he  was  a judge  of  the  election. 

May  20,  1317.  David  Abbott,  Clerk  Common  Pleas. 

In  the  probate  judges  office,  at  Norwalk,  is  a little 
old  record,  book  containing  a medley  of  official  memo- 
randa of  estrays,  store,  tavern  and  ferry  licenses, 
marriages,  certificates  of  the  organization  of  dif- 
ferent religious  societies,  and  official  qualification  of 
justices  of  the  peace;  among  which  is  the  following: 

June4,  151T.  David  Gibbs  sworn  into  office  of  justice  o?  the  pieae® 
for  Norwalk  township,  before  me,  David  Abbott,  Justice. 

The  foregoing, entries  and  voucher  fully  corroborate 
and  establish  the  correctness  of  Air.  Kellogg's  state- 
ment, that  the  first  election  was  held  in  1817.  and  if 
is  undoubtedly  true  that  April  was  the  month,  and 
Hanson  Reed's  house  the  place,  when  and  where  if 
occurred. 

Hanson  Reed’s  house  was  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road,  leading  from  near  the  water  works  to  the 
Fairfield  road,  and  about  thirty  rods  from  the  latter 
road. 

No  poll-book  can  be  found  of  the  election  of  April 
6,  1818,  but  an  official  certificate  of  an  abstract  of 
the  votes  cast  at  that-  election  is  on  file  in  the  county 
clerk’s  office,  and  is  as  follows: 

Whereas,  By  poll-book  transmitted  to  me,  and  opened  iuthepies- 
ence  of  David  Abbott  and  Davy  VC.  Hitiuiau,  two  justices  of  the  pence 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Huron,  it  appears  chat  at  an  election  in  and  Cor 
the  township  of  Norwalk,  on  the  tith  day  of  April,  ISIS,  the  number  of 
votes  amounted  to  twenty-two,  and  that  Robert  3 . Sourhgare  had  twenty- 
one  votes  and  Samuel  B.  Lewis  one  vote,  consequently  the  said  Robert 
S.  .Southgate  was  duly  elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  tor  the 
township  of  Norwalk,  in  the  county  aforesaid. 

We.  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a true 
abstract  of  the  above  mentioned  poll-book  opened  by  us. 

Dated  this  13th  day  of  April,  ISIS.  David  Abbott. 

David  W.  Hinicak. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

In  the  Commissioners’ Journal,  account  of  disburse- 
ments for  the  year  1818.  appears  the  following  entry 
under  date  of  May  2?: 

Voucher  8(W. 

ToS.  B.  Lewis  for  election  return 64  cents. 

Voucher  No.  330.  for  that  year,  reads: 

I do  hereby  certify  that  Samuel  B.  Lewis  made  a return  of  the  pell- 
book  of  the  election  of  i justice  of  the  m-aoe.  in  an  i for  the  "owuship 
of  Norwalk,  whereby  it  appears  that  Robert  o Southgate  was  elected  a. 
justice.  *Jas.  Wit, mams.  0.  Pleas. 
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The  foregoing  certificates  and  commissioners’  entry 
form  the  only  official  recognition  of  the  election  of 
April  G,  1818.  They  fully  corroborate  Mr.  Kellogg 
as  to  his  statement  of  that  election.  It  is  probable 
that  Samuel  B.  Lewis.  Lott  Herrick  and  Martin  Kel- 
logg, were  the  judges,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  and 
Reuben  Pixley  one  of  the  clerks,  as  stated  by  both 
Mr.  Kellogg  and  Mrs.  Minn. 

The  poll-book  of  the  State  election  of  October  13, 
1818,  (which  Mr.  Kellogg  so  exactly  describes  as  hav- 
ing been  held  April  13,)  is  the  first  and  oldest  one 
found  on  the  files  in  the  county  clerk’s  office.  This  is 
probably  the  election  referred  to  bv  Mr.  Lewis  and 
Mr.  Kellogg  as  the  one  held  at  the  house  of  the  former. 
The  following  is  a copy: 

POLL  BOOK,  OCTOBER  13,  1818. 

Poll  Book  of  the  election  held  in  the  township  of  Norwalk,  in  the 
county  of  Huron,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  Martin  Kellogg,  Sam- 
uel B.  Lewis,  and  Lot  Herrick,  judges:  and  Reuben  Pixley  and  Joseph 
Pearce,  clerks  of  this  election,  were  severally  sworn  as  the  law  directs, 
previous »o  their  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  offices. 


No. 

of 

Navies  of  Electors. 

No. 

of 

Names  of  Electo 

Votes 

Votes 

1. 

Levi  Cole. 

29. 

Peter  Tice. 

2. 

♦Eben  Guthrie. 

30. 

Simon  Titnermon. 

3 

Mulvery  Inman. 

31 . 

Reuben  C.  Pixley. 

4. 

Ezra  Abbott, 

33. 

James  Wilson. 

5. 

Burv.-eH  Whitlock. 

•33. 

♦Lester  Clark. 

o. 

•Stewart  Southgate . 

34. 

♦Nathan  Sutiiir. 

7. 

Asher  Cole. 

35. 

Thomas  Cole. 

8. 

Edward  Wheeler. 

' 30 . 

Truman  Rusco 

9. 

Hanson  Read. 

37. 

John  White. 

1C. 

•Joseph  Pearce. 

3S. 

Eben  Boalt. 

11. 

John  .Layiin, 

09. 

Asa  IV  Buggies, 

12. 

Charles  Layiin. 

40. 

♦Nathan  Tannc-r. 

13. 

•William  W.  Beckwith. 

41. 

Seth  Jennings. 

14 

•Joseph  Crawford. 

42. 

David  Cole. 

lb. 

♦Job  T.  Reynolds. 

43. 

Abraham  Powers, 

IS. 

Carlton  Hoskins. 

•!  1. 

♦Abijah  RumieU. 

37 

Piatt.  Benedict . 

45. 

John  Boalt. 

18. 

♦Lot  Herrick. 

40. 

Jabc-z  Newcomb. 

19. 

•Martin  Kellogg. 

47. 

Luke  Keeler. 

20. 

♦Daniel  Warren 

its. 

John  Keeler. 

21. 

Lucius  Fay. 

49. 

Henry  Lockwood. 

-22 

Samuel  13.  Lewis. 

50. 

Louis  Keeler. 

•23. 

♦Robert  S.  Southgate. 

51. 

♦Daniel  Clai  k. 

24. 

Mabez  Denitnmg, 

5° 

Seth  Keeler. 

25. 

Jasper  Underhill 

53. 

♦Halsey  Clark. 

20 

John  Welch. 

54 

James  Mead. 

2V 

♦Reuben  Pisley. 

55. 

Abijah  Comstock. 

23. 

David  Underhill. 

36. 

Charles  Taylor. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that,  the.  number  of  electors  at  this  election 
ain<  unis  to  fifty -six 

Sahcet  B Lewis 

Attest:  Martin  Kellogg. 

REUBEN  PlXL.EV.  I.OTT  HERRICK, 

Joseph  Peakce,  Judges  of  Election. 

Clerks. 

On  the  .reverse  side  of  the  half  sheet  of  unruled 
foolscap  paper  upon  which'  the  foregoing  Poll 
Book  " is  written,  an  abstract  and  certificate  of  the 
votes  east  at  that  election  are  mitered,  as  follows: 

NAMES  OF  PERSONS  VOTED  FOR,  AND  FOR  WHAT  OFFICES,  CONTAINING  TEE 
NUMBER  OF  VOTES  FOR  EACH  PERSON. 


Governor — 

■Thomas  Worthington,  number  of  votes 2 

Ethan  A.  Brown,  number  cf  votes... 53 

Represen  i at ive.s  in  the  State  Legislature — 

Senate — John  Campbell.  namVi-  of  votes . ..  43 

Representative— Alfred  Kelley,  number  of  votes. -‘,9 


•Lived  in  Bronson,  then  part  of  Norwalk  . 


} Representative  in  Congress— 

Peter  Hitchcock,  number  of  votes H- 

John  Sloane.  number  of  votes 49 

j County  Commissioners — 

ErastusSmit.h,  number  of  votes 5 

Bildad  Adams,  number  of  vote* 50 


! We  hereby  certify  that  Ethan  A.  Brown  bad  fifty-three  votes  for  Gov- 
ernor. and  Thomas  Worthington  had  two  votes  for  Governor:  John 
Campbell  had  forty-nine  votes  for  Senator  in  the  State  Legislature; 
Alfred  Kelley  had  forty-nine  votes  for  Representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature: John  Sloane  had  forty-nine  votes  for  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, and  Peter  Hitchcock  had  six  vc  tes  for  representative  in  Congress; 
Bildad  Adams  had  fifty  votes  for  County  Commissioner,  and  Erastus 
Smith  had  five  votes  for  County  Commissioner. 

Samuel  B.  Lewis, 

j Attest  : .Martin  Kellogg, 

Reuben  Pixi.et,  Lott  Herrick. 

Joseph  Pearce,  Judges  of  Election. 

Clerks. 

POLL  BOOK,  APRIL  5,  1824. 

Poll-book  of  the  election  held  in  the  township  of  Norwalk,  in  the 
| county  of  Huron,  and  State  of  Ohio,  this  fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
| of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four.  Platt  Bene- 
j diet,  Eben  Boalt  and  Asher  Cole,  judges;  and  John  Tice  and  Abel 
! Tracy,  clerks,  were  severally  sworn,  as  the  law  directs,  previous  to 
their  entering. upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 


NAMES  OF  ELECTORS. 


Andrew  Woods. 

Cyrus  But'er 

Joshua  Drake. 

Ammi  Keeler. 

Matthew  Yv,  Junkins 

Alvin  Barton. 

John  Tice. 

Perry  G.  Beckwith. 

Abijah  Comstock. 

Hallet  Gallup. 

Platt  Benedict. 

Ruhi?  Andrus. 

Lucius  Fay . 

Isaac  Herrick 

Jabez  Clark. 

Erastus  Fenney. 

John  White 

Ichabod  Marshall, 

Richard  Huyk. 

Edward  Wheeler. 

David  Gibbs. 

John  G.  Taylor. 

John  Huyek. 

Abel  Tracy . 

Abimel  Dodge. 

James  Wilson. 

Eben  Boalt. 

Thomas  P-uchannan . 

Luke  Keeler. 

Theodore  Baker , 

John  Diilinghaiu. 

Erastus  Butler. 

Ezekiel  Wells- . 

Pickett  Latimer. 

Henry  Hurlbutt. 

John  Bounce. 

Maiavery  Inman. 

Samuel  Henry . 

Charles  Layiin. 

Samuel  Preston. 

Eben ezec  Lane. 

Harvey  G.  Morse. 

John  T.  Hilton. 

Alexander  Dickson. 

Timothy  Baker 

Asa  Cole. 

John  Layiin. 

George  Spricgsted. 

Henry  Lockwood. 

Henry  Huyek. 

Hanson  Read. 

Frederick  Forsythe. 

Roswell  Wells. 

Daniel  Whitney. 

Thomas  Holmes. 

Oliver  Day. 

John  Keeler. 

Daniel  Samnveslane. 

Epaphroditus  Isham , 

Asher  Cole. 

Daniel  G.  Raict. 

Seldcn  Isham. 

Benjamin  Hoyt 

Enos  Gilbert. 

Zaohariab.  Marvin. 

Benjamin  .Tonkins. 

Josiah  Wells. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  number  of  electors  at  -this  elect!- 

amount  to  sixty -seven . 

Platt  Benedict, 

Attest; 

Asher  C’ols, 

John  Tice. 

Eben  Boa.lt, 

Abel  Tkacy, 

Judges  of  Election. 

Clerks. 

Enos  Gilbert,  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Satnue!  Preston,  was  elected  Township  Cierk. 

Eben  Boalt,  Platt  Benedict  and  Asher  Cole,  were  elected  Trustees 
Timothy  Baker,  was  elected  Treasurer. 

CENSUS  OF  1819. 


Enumeration  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Norwalk  over  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  Eben  Boalt,  Litter. 


Abbott,  Ezra. 

1 Ammerman.  Simeon. s 
- Arumidon,  Daniel. 

| Arnold.  Alfred, 
j Benedict,  Platt. 

| Beckwith,  Perry.* 
j Beckwith,  William.* 

| Boalt,  Eben, 
i Boalt.  John, 
j Brunson,  Hozeali. 
i Baily.  Hyrani 
: Brownell,  Abe!  .* 

1 Betts.  John. 

Cole.  Len. 

Cole,  .Vshar. 


Gallup,  Hallet-. 
Guthra,  Eben.* 
Gurley.  M. 

Herrick,  Ezra.* 
Herrick,  Ezra,  Jr.* 
Hurlbutt,  Henry. 
Hoskins,  John. 
Hoskins.  Carleton . * 
Hagerman,  Thomas.* 
Honk,  Henry. 
Herrick,  Lott. 

Inman,  Maivara. 
Isbain,  E'  aphroditus . 
Ishnm,  Seldom 
Kellogg,  Martin. 


Potter,  Thomas  . 
Prentice.  Oliver.* 
Bettet,  Edward. 

Eaitt.  Daniel  G 
Ru mile,  Abijafc.* 
Reed,  Hanson. 
Reynolds,  Job  T.  •’ 
SutliiT,  Nathan. 
Southgate,  Robert  S.  - 
Sypher,  Peter  * 
Sypher,  Peter,  Jr  . * 
Smith,  John 
Strong,  Silas  • 
Sypher,  Henry 
Stone,  Joel. 


■ 
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Carpenter,  John  L.  Keeler,  Luke.  Sunders,  Stephen. 

Comstock,  Abijah.  Keeler,  Ami.  Soles,  Charles- 

Cherry.  Henry.0  Keeler.  Lewis  Tice.  Peter. 

Clark,  Lester.0  Keeler,  John.  Taylor.  Benjamin.'' 

Clark .Jabes.1-  Keeler,  Seth.  Terry.  Henry. ’ 

Cole,  David.  Lockwood,  George.  Tanner,  Nathan.' 

Clark,  Holsey . * Lockwood,  Ralph.  Underbill,  Jasper 

Crawford,  Joseph.  " Lockwood,  Heurv.  Underhill,  David 

Cole,  Thomas  Laylin.  John.  Wheeler,  Edward-. 

Cole.  Asa.  Laylin,  Charles.  Wells.  Ezekiel. 

Carver,  Aldrich.  Lewis.  Samuel  E.  Wells,  Roswell. 

Dickerson,  Alexander.  Loomis,  Aituau.  Welch,  John. 

Demining,  Jabez.0  Marshall,  Ichabod  Warren.  Daniel  W.--‘ 

Davis,  Joshua.  My  re  y Adam  White.  John. 

Forsythe,  Frederick.  McLin,  .John,  Wilson.  James. 

Fay,  Lucius.  Newcomb,  Jahez  Todd,  Manning  S. 

Fay,  Pollus.  Nims,  Slaham.  Shaddock,  Joseph. 

Felt,  Joshua  Odway,  Nehemiah.  Ruggles,  Asa. 

Gibbs.  David . Pearce,  Joseph.  Rusco,  Arnionc1 

Gibbs,  Samuel  R.  Pixley,  Reuben.  Southgate,  Stewart. 

Gilbert,  Kuos.  Pixley,  Reuben,  Jr. 

Gallup.  William.  Powers,  Abraham. 

I do  hereby  certify  the  within  to  be  a correct  enumeration  of  the  white 
male  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Norwalk,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  as 
taken  !>j-  me.  Ebes  Boalt,  Lister. 

Norwalk,  May  24,  ISP.). 

This  enutm-ratiou  shows  a total  of 105 

Lived  in  Bronson,  attached  to  N orwalic 21 

Total  for  Norwalk  proper To 

census  or  182:1. 

The  enumeration  of  the  white  m ile  inhabitants  of 
Norwalk  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  1823. 


John  Keeler. ! 

Abijah  Comstock 1 


Nehemiah  Odway.  .. 

Ezekiel  Wells  

Roswell  Wells 

Seldou  Isham 

Kpaphroditus  Isham . 


Samuel  R.  Gibbs 1 

Daniel  Stratton ...  1 

Andrew  Woods  1 

Samuel  B.  Lewis 1 

Henry  Hurioutt  ...  1 

Ebon  Boalt  ...  l 

Henry  Huyck 2 

John  Dillingham 1 

Buck. 1 

Daniel  Sowers  1 

John  Bounce 1 

John  Laylaud 1 

Edward  Wheeler 3 

Josiali  Wells 1 

Asa  Cole 2 

dairies  Wilson i 

Ma! very  Inman 1 

Charles  Laylin t 

John  White 1 

Hanso  l Reed 2 

Lemu  :i  Raymond 1 

Thomas  Holmes 1 

Aoher.Cole 3 

Lucius  Fay 1 


Peter  Tic  9, 

Frederick  Forsythe 3 

Daniel  G.  Ruhr t 

Edward  Pettit 1 

Harvey  G.  Morse  3 

Cyrus  Butler t 

Era.itus  Finn  ,-y.  . . 1 

Enos  Gilbert i 

Daniel  Tilden 1 

Henry  Buckingham 1 

Moses  Kimball i 

Platt  Benedict 1 

Samuel  Preston -2 

Samuel  Henry x 

William  Benton l 

Ichabod  Marshal! 2 

Zachariah  Marvin ....  1 

HaJet  Gallup i 

Theodore  Bangs 1 

Nathan  B.  Johnson i 

Ebenezer  Lane l 

Pickett  Latimer l 

Timothy  Faker  3 

Lake  Keeier 2 

Lewis  Keeler i 

David  Gibbs l 

Henry  Lockwood :j 

Thomas  Eachannon ! 

Alfred  Arnold 1 

John  T.  Hilton i 


The  whole  amount  of  the  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  township  of 
Norwalk  is  eighty.  Attest  by  Luxe  Keeler, 

Lister  for  the  Tomuhijj  of  A one  all'. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  foregoing  ‘Uaumera- 
ti<m"  was  not  move  explicit  in  ron'inri  the  inhabi- 
tants; nineteen  person  are  counted  without  being 
named.  Ir  is  probable  the  list  is  imperfect.  Wil- 
liam Gallup,  the  head  of  a family,  and  within  the 
class  called  for  by  the  enumeration,  does  not  appear. 
He  did  not  belong  in  any  of  the  fainiiies  containing 
more  than  one  person  given  above;  the  smiic  is  true  of 
Benjamin  Taylor,  James  Williams  and  some  others. 


CENSUS  of  1827. 

County  Assessors  returns  of  the  white  male  inhabitants,  above  the 
age  of  tweet.;  -one  years  m Huron  county,  agreeable  to  an  act  regulat- 
ing the  mode  of  taking  the  enumeration  of  the  white  male  inhabitants 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  passed  January  10,  ls27, 

NORWALK  13l. 


j Levi  Wilson. 

Ichabod  Vtai  shall. 

Bar jamii!  Jackins. 

Samuel  R Gibbs. 

Zachariah  Marvin. 

Man, hew  W.  Jenkins. 

j Oliver  Day 

Benjamin  F.  Hannan. 

Frederick  Forsyth. 

j Se’don  Isbam. 

Daniel  Tiiden 

Oliver  Woodhouse 

David  Sutton. 

Moses  Kimball. 

Read. 

j Epaphroditus  Isham. 

Timothy  Bilker. 

Caleb  Gallup.  - 

i Rosw.d]  Wells. 

Theodore  Baker. 

Barnet  CarJcbnff. 

j Josiali  Walls. 

Picket  Latimer. 

Asa  H Beard. 

| Ezekiel  Wells 

David  Gibbs. 

Abraham  Emmitt. 

| Ezekiel  Wells.  Jr, 

Enos  Gilbert 

Ery  Keeler 

| Lewis  Keeler, 

Augustus  P.  Tower. 

Henry  Huribut. 

| Jacob  Tetter.- 

Gilbert  Brightman . 

John  Miller.  — 

' Andrew  Woods. 

Samuel  Preston. 

Cyrus  Butler 

! Thomas  Philips. 

John  P.  McArdle. 

William  H.  Hunter. 

’ Gbodiah  Jenuey. 

William  F.  Kitterage. 

William  W.  Nugent. 

i Jolui  V Buskark. 

Daniel  G.  Raict 

John  V.  Yre-Ienburgh. 

! John  V.  Buskark.  2d. 

John  G.  Tailor. 

Mathew  Callaway. 

Richard  Numsin . 

Nvls-.n  Haughton. 

Huiieu  Gallup. 

j Joseph  Wilson. 

Horace  Howard. 

James  Williams,  Esc,. 

Thaddens  B Sturgis. 

Asahe!  W.  Howe 

Joseph  Wilson,  Jr. 

| Thomas  Adams. 

Isaac  Wilson. 

Charles  L.  Curtis. 

| Jacob  .Wilson. 

William  Benton 

Williat  ; Gallup 

II . Cr  Morse 

Samuel  Henry. 

John  V.  Sharp. 

j Aurelius  Mason. 

James  Springstead. 

Henry  Buckingham. 

beni.  Carman. 

Leveret)  Bradley . 

Henry  Rider. 

l 

| Ebenezer  I, ace 

John  I ice. 

James  Minshel. 

; C.  P Bronson 

Lewis  Curtiss. 

Carlton  B.  Gane . 

Josiah  Botsferd. 

Joseph  C.  Curtiss. 

Lewis  M . Howard. 

| Samuel  Barnes. 

Thomas  Hoiiues. 

John  Ebe rt  Jr. 

! Samuel  Sherman . 

•James  Wilson 

Jabez’A.  B.  Calkins. 

j Lube  Keeler. 

Malavara  Inman, 

Daniel  Stratton. 

1 Ami  Keeler 

Thomas  Buehamian. 

Charles  Layliu. 

; Jour. than  Jennings. 

John  White. 

Ferry  G Beckwith. 

! Andrew  Miilbum. 

Union  White 

Samuel  B.  Lewis. 

; Thomas  Millburn. 

John  W.  Haughton. 

George  Powers. 

! Lucius  Fay. 

Asa  Cole 

Nathan  Parks. 

Asher  Cole. 

William  Haughton. 

Jonathan  Brown.  — 

Levi  Cole. 

Edward  Wheeler. 

Rulul  A.ndrus 

! Miner  Cole. 

Samuel  Wheeler. 

John  T.  Hitton. 

; Abed  Brownell. 

John  Laylin. 

horwalk  I3i. 

| John  Keeler. 

John  Dour,,’? 

[Tiie  returns  -f  other 

; Dr.  Joseph  Pearce. 

John  Dillingham. 

towns  omitted  as  not 

j Abraham  Powers. 

Jesse  C.  Bray  man 

connected  with  Norwalk 

j Jacob  Morton. 

I Piatt  Benedict. 

! Jonas  B.  Benedict. 

Henry  Huyck. 
Michael  F.  Cisco. 
Seth  .Jennings. 

history  ] 

I.  George  Sheffield,  Assessor  of  Huron  County,  certify  that  the  fore- 
going is  a correct  list  of  the  white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age -of 
twenty  one  years,  taken  by  me  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  passed  January  iu,  lev: 

In  w itness  whereof.  I have  hereunto  set  mv  band  ami  official  signature, 
this  4th  day  of  June,  1S2T.  George  Sheffield,  Assessor. 

The  “poll-book”  of  an  election  held  in  Norwalk  on 
the  2d  of  April.  1827,  shows  that  the  following  per- 
sons voted  at  that  election,  whose  names  do  not-  ap- 
pear in  the  foregoing  •‘enupieratiou:" 


Stephen  V.  R.  Bogert.  Burrell  Keeler. 

Ebeu  Boalt.  David  It.  Sutton. 

Alphetis  Buehaanan.  William  Miller — - 

Nelson  Horton.  John  Huyck. 

William  Buck.  Robert  Morton 


David  Lawrence. 
Sylvester  Pomeroy . 
Isaac  M.  Marvin. 
Seth  Keeler. 


NATHAN  5.  COMSTOCK. 

At  the  time  Norwalk.  Connecticut,  was  hunted 
(July  11.  1797)  bv  General  Tryou.  in  the  " Revolu- 
tionary War,"  Thomas  Com.sfock,  of  New  Caumm,  ex- 
tended shelter,  and  such  assistance  us  los  means  per- 
mitted. to  manv  of  the  Norwalk  'offerer-.  Nor  having 
the  means  of  repaving  his  kmdne.-?.  San  eon  Raymond 
and  Gold  Ho  vt  proposed  to,  and  did  teiease  to  hi  at 
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any  claims  they  might  have  against  the  government  I 
on  account -of  their  losses.  As  a result,  he  afterwards  j 
became  the. owner  of  a large  tract  of  land  in  sections  ' 
two  and  three  of  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

180G. — In  this  year,  his  son.  Nathan  8.  Comstock,  | 
iu  company  with  several  others,  started  on  an  explor-  , 
ing  expedition  to  “spy  out  the  country’’  where  their  ! 
new  possessions  lay.  They  spent  some  time  in  look-  j 
ing  over  the  country,  but  not  being  provided  with 
suitable  maps  or  guides,  were  not  certain  they  found 
the  particular  land  they  were  in  search  of. 

1809. — Early  in  the  spring  of'  this  year,  Nathan  en- 
gaged the  services  of  Darius  Ferris  and  Elijah  Hoyt 
.to  accompany  him  on  a second  expedition  to  Norwalk 
with  the  intention  of  making  a permanent  settlement. 
They  started  with  a span  of  horses  and  wagon  and 
such  tools  as  would  be  necessary  in  clearing  and  build- 
ing. At  Buffalo  they  found  it  impracticable  to  proceed 
further  with  their  wagon,  so  a small  boat  was  pur- 
chased, into  which  their  goods  were  packed,  with  the 
addition  of  a barrel  of  whisky.  Two  of  them  manned 
the  boat,  and  proceeded  up  the  lake,  keeping  near 
the  shore,  while  the  other  took  charge  of  the  horses, 
and  traveled  overland,  keeping  near  the  lake.  In 
this  manner  they  reached  the  mouth  of  Huron  river. 

There  were  at  that  time  quite  a number  of  Indian 
settlements  along  that  river,  the  largest  of  which  was 
where  the  village  of  Milan  now  stands,  and  was  called 
Pequatcing.  They  were  Moravians,  in  charge. of  a 
missionary  named  Frederick  Drake,  and  had  a mission 
house.  Being  very  friendly,  they  offered  the  new 
comers  the  use  of  their  mission  house  until  a struc- 
ture could  be  erected  to  shelter  them.  A site  was 
selected  for  the  new  house  in  section  two,  near  a 
spring,  and  in  i he  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
fine  brick  residence  erected  a few  years  ago  by  Philo  I 
Comstock,  Esq.,  and  now  occupied  by  John  Ran- 
dolph, Esq.,  in  section  three  of  Norwalk.  After  cut- 
ting the  logs,  the  few  white  men  then  in  the  country, 
of  whom  F.  IV.  Fowler,  of  Milan,  was  one,  were 
invited  to  assist  in  putting  up  the  house. 

This  was  the  first  house  erected  by  white  men.  in 
the  township  of  Norwalk,  of  which  any  record  can  be 
traced,  and  was,  most  probably,  tne  pioneer  house. 

It  was  not  covered  by  a' mansard  roof;  the  windows 
were  not  set  with  crown  plate  glass;  the  front  door 
was  not  of  carved  walnut-,  nor  mahogany;  the  back 
door  did  not  exist;  its  floor  was  not  covered  with  a 
brussels  carpet:  there  was  no  piano  and  no  sewing- 
machine  within  its  walls;  upon  the  marble-topped  j 
center  table  (which  was  not  there)  lay  no  daily  morn-  ! 
ing  paper  containing  the  latest  telegraph  news  and  j 
the  last  time  card  of  the  Lake  Shore  A Michigan  \ 
Southern  Rail  Ro.au,  nor  even  that  of  the  Wheeling  A ; 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company.  In  fact,  it  was  no  j 
palatial  residence,  hut  rough  and  strong,  and  made  j 
for  service  like  the  strong-willed,  iron-handed  men 
whe  built  it.  Its  roof  was  made  of  “shakes;"  its 
walls  of  rough  logs;  us  floor  was  the  face  of  mother- 
earth,  carpeted  with  the  moss  of  the  growth  of  ages; 


the  bedsteads  were  “bunks’*  with  poles  for  springs, 
and  their  mattresses  were  sacks  filled  with  leaves  and 
mosses;  its  cooking  range  was  a brass  kettle  hung  on 
a pole  supported  by  two  crotched  stick?  driven  into 
the  floor,  and  its  chimney  was  a hole  left  open  in  the 
roof.  Rough,  uncouth,  homely,  yet  it  was  a home, — 
the  first  home  of  Norwalk. 

The  house  having  been  erected,  they  next  com- 
menced a clearing  of  about  ten  acres  which  they  com- 
pleted. in  a manner,  and  sowed  to  wheat  that  fall. 

Nathan  was  a genuine  Yankee,  and  possessed  of 
the  same  fertility  of  genius  that  invented  “wooden 
nutmegs.”  The  Indians  had  got  a taste  of  his  whisky, 
and  became  frequent  visitors:  he  improved  the  quan- 
tity of  it  by  the  addition  of  three  gallons  of  water  to 
each  gallon  of  spirits,  and  the  color  and  quality  by- 
adding  burned  maple  sugar  and  wild  cherries.  This 
“doctored”  compound  he  sold  readily  to  the  Indians 
as  “French  brandy”  at  one  dollar  a quart.  It  would 
be  fortunate  for  the  “Ted-nosed  fraternity”  of 
the  present  generation  if  they  indulged  in  no  worse 
brandy  than  was  sold  by  Nathan  S.  Comstock  in  1809. 

While  making  their  clearing,  the  three  kept  •••bache- 
lor’s hall,”  and  a common  dish  with  them  was  pork 
and  beans.  One  morning  they  set,  their  pot  of  beans 
and  pork  over  the  fire,  so  as  to  have  their  dinner 
ready  cooked  when  they  should  come  in  at  mid-day, 
and  then  went  to  their  work.  When  the  sun  marked 
noon,  they  returned  in  time  to  see  two  or  three 
sneaking  wolves  disappear  down  a neighboring  ravine, 
and  found  their  fire  burned  out,  their  dinner  'gone, 

! and  the  unlucky  brass  kettle  much  the  worse  from 
j having  been  used  as  a platter  by  several  wolves  instead 
of  one.  It  is  probable  those  hungry  men  then  in- 
dulged in  a few  remarks,  not  conrpii meutavy  to  the 
four-legged  tramps. 

The  clearing  having  been  made,  and  the  wheat  put 
in,  they  returned  to  Connecticut.  Nathan  intended 
! to  return  the  next  spring  with  his  family,  and  remain 
; a permanent  settler,  but  his  health  had  become  so 
I poor  in  consequence  of  exposures  and  hardships  ex- 
i perieneed  on  his  return  in  the  fall  of  1809,  and  his 
| wife  being  unwilling  to  risk  the  hardships  and  priva- 
| tions  of  a frontier  life,  he  resigned  his  interest  in  the 
west  to  his  brother  Abijah. 

Nathan  S.  Comstock  was  the  father  of  Philo  Com- 
! stock.  Esq.,  now  living  in  Milan.  Ohio,  and  grand- 
i father  of  E.  A.  Comstock,  of  this  village,  and  Mrs. 
John  Randolph,  of  this  township,  and  an  uncle  of 
Giles,  Stephen  and  Augusta  Ik. alt,  of  this  village. 

ABIJAH  COMSTOCK. 

Abijah  Comstock  was  born  at  New  Canaan,  Con- 
necticut, September  2,  1181,  and  in  1810  came  to 
Norwalk,  and  by  arrangement  with  his  father  and 
brother,  Nathan  S. , took  the  interest  of  Nathan  S. 
in  the  Norwalk  land,  and  becoming 'an  actual  resi- 
j dent, — in  the  house  built  by  his  brother  the  year 
i previous, — harvested  the  crop  of  wheat  which  had 
| been  put  in  by  Nathan  and  his  two  hired  men. 
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In  t lie  latter  part  of  IS  10  or  fore  part  of  1811,  he 
married  Esther  I soft,  sister  of  Hosmer  Merry's  wife, 
at  that  time  living  at  the  place  which  became  what  is 
now  known  as  the  ‘‘Old  County  Seat." 

He  brought  with  him  from  Connecticut  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  a wagon  and  the  supplies  necessary  for  his 
permanent  sojourn,  and  was  accompanied  by  a lad 
named  Alfred  Arnold,  who  is  yet  living  in  Townsend 
township,  well  advancer!  in  years. 

In  1812,  his  first  child,  Thomas,  was  born.  When 
the  child  was  only  a day  or  two  old,  Alfred  Arnold, 
who  had  been  away  on  an  errand  through  the  woods, 
met,  on  his  return,  an  Indian  named  Omick,*  who 
stopped  him  and  made  very  particular  inquiry  as  to 
“How  Comstock?  How  squaw?  How  pappoo.se?” 
The  fact  of  the  Indian  being  aware  of  the  birth  of 
the  child,  which  had  so  recently  occurred,  surprised 
young  Arnold,  but  he  was  quickly  cured  of  that  sur- 
prise by  a greater  one.  The  Indian  seized  him  by 
the  hair  of  his  head  and  said.  “Arnold  no  bo  f raid , 
Arnold  good  boy;  Indian  no  scalp  Aniobl.''  lie 
then  released  his  grasp  and  plunged  into  the  woods. 

Arnold  was  so  impressed  by  the  questions,  manner 
and  actions  of  Omick,  that  he  hastened  home  and 
told  Comstock  that  they  must  leave  at  once,  or  they 
would  be  murdered.  His  warning  was  acted  upon, 
the  oxen  and  wagon  got  ready,  and  the  whole  family 
sought  safety  in  flight  toward  the  Vermillion  river. 
Soon  after,  their  house  was  burned  by  the  Indians, 
probably  by  the  same  bond  that  destroyed  Benjamin 
Newcomb's  house. 

While  Norwalk  was  yet  attached  to.  and  part  of, 
the  Township  of  Huron,  Mr.  Comstock  was..eleeted 
a justice  of  the  peace.  And  he  was  also  elected  and 
served  as  the  first  county  treasurer,  but  this  position 
proved  unfortunate  for  him.  He  was  of  a generous 
disposition,  and  could  not  refuse  to  grant  a favor 
asked  by.  one  who  came  to  him  in  need,  or  in  the 
character  of  a friend,  and  looked,  upon  all  men  as 
honest  and  meaning  just  what  they  said.  No  sooner 
had  the  taxes  been  collected  and  returned  to  him 
than  he  was  successfully  beseiged  by  numerous  appli- 
cants for  temporary  loans  of  money,  each  and  all 
assuring  him  of  their  certainty  of  returning  it  to 
him  before  he  should  be  called  upon  to  account  for 
it.  The  usual  result  in  such  cases  followed,  and  he 
found  the  time  for  settlement  at  hand,  but  no  funds. 
In  this  dilemma  he  hastened  back  to  Connecticut, 
mortgaged  ail  his  interest  in  the  Norwalk  lands  to  his 
brother  Nathan  in  exchange  for  money  sufficient  ro 
meet  his  deficit;  returned  to  Huron  county,  and  fullv 
paid  up  all  his  liabilities  as  treasurer,  and  from  that 


* Mr.  Arnold's  recollection  is,  that  it  was  Omick,  but  in  this  he  is 
probably  mistaken,  for  the  incident  related,  is  not  likely  to  have  occur- 
red before  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  3Sld.  Congress  passed 
the  act  declaring  that  war  on  June  istb.  and  it  was  proclaimed  on  the 
nest  day.  In  April,  1S12,  Omick  and  another  Indian,  Semo.  murdered 
.Michael  Gibbs  and  a .Mr.  Buel  near  "Ogontz  Place” '.now  Sandusky 
City),  and  Were  soon  after  arrested,  when  Seruo  blew  his  own  brains  out 
with  a gun,  and  Omick  was  taken  to  Cleveland,' tried,  convicted,  anti  on 
June  dli,  1 •si. A,  executed. 


time  to  his  death,  remained  a comparatively  poor 
man,  but  always  honorable  and  respected. 

The  mortgage  was  never  paid,  and  the  property 
eventually  passed  to  Nathan,  who.  in  1828,  sent  his 
son  Philo  out  to  look  after  it,  and  so  faithful  lias  been 
his  stewardship  that  he  lias  remained  looking  after  if 
to  this  day. 

He  died  February  1,  1857,  at  the  house  of  Stephen 
Boalt,  whose  mother  was  a sister  to  Nathan  and 
Abijah. 

BEX  J A MIX  NEWCOMB. 

• Benjamin  Newcomb  was  born  in  Durham,  Connecti- 
cut. He  there  married,  and  afterwards  with  his  wife 
and  two  sons,  Samuel  S.  and  Benjamin  Ch,  removed 
to  Kinsman,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  From  there  at 
some  time  previous  to  the  war  of  1812.  he  removed 
to  Norwalk  township,  and  located  m the  southwest 
corner  of  section  four  on  the  farm  now  owned,  and 
occupied  by  Miner  Cole.  He  probably  took  the  land, 
under  a contract  from  Comfort  S.  Mygatt,  but  never 
obtained  a deed.  His  name  appears  on  the  tax  dupli- 
cate of  personal  .property  for  1815,  but  not  on  the 
real  estate  duplicate. 

1815.  — En  the  summer  of  this  year,  he  transferred 
whatever  interest  he  had  ;n  the  land  to  Joseph  Pierce, 
who  afterwards,  in  181G,  sold  it  to  Levi  Cole  who 
obtained  a deed  from  Mvgatt. 

1816.  — On -July  4th,  Mr.  Newcomb  was  instantly 
killed  by  the  kick  of  a horse. 

While  residing  in  Norwalk,  he  had  occasion  to  go 
to  Huron,  and  while  there  had  an  altercation  with 
an  intoxicated  Indian  who  took  offence  at  something 
Mr.  Newcomb  said  or  did.  The  Indian  attacked  him 
with  an  axe,  but  Mr.  Newcomb  took  the  axe  away 
from  him,  and  then  knocked  him  down  with  his  fist 
The  next  day  the  Indian  on  horseback  passed  Mr. 
Newcomb  near  his  house,  and  watching  his  oppor- 
tunity, hit  him  a severe  blow  with  a club.  Mr.  New- 
comb -sprang  forward,  seized  the  “red-skin"  by  one 
foot,  dragged  him  from  fcis'pony,  g'avp  kim 
severe  a beating  that  he  was  thought  to  be  dead,  and 
was  put  in  the  fence  corner,  and  the  children  covered 
him  up  with  sticks  and  leaves,  but  the  next  morning 
he  was  gone. 

Soon  after  Hull's  surrender  in  August,  1812,  John 
Laylin,  then  of  Berlin  township,  while  on  his  way  to 
Greenfleld  to  notify  his  uncle,  Hanson  Reed,  of  the 
danger  from  the  Indians,  called  in  the  night,  and 
gave  the  alarm  to  Newcomb  that  the  Indians  were 
coming,  and  they  must  at  once  leave  the  country. 
Very  hastily  such  things  as  were  necessary  for  a long 
tedious  tramp  through  an  almost  trackless  wilderness, 
were  packed  up,  and  the  family,  consisting  of  father, 
mother,  two  boys  and  an  infant,  Mary,*  less  than  two 
years  of  age,  started  for  the  older  settlements  east. 
By  day-break,  they  reached  the  “old  State  road."  and 
at  a place  since  called  Purdv’s  Corners,  met  other 


’’  Mary  Newcomb  married  Philo  Comstock  February  .".  !S-U.  raid 
died  in  September  following : a;;cd  a little  over  twenty  years. 
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refugees  from  Huron.  Together  they  kept  on  to  Ver-  j 
million  river,  where  a halt  was  made,  and  Mr.  New- 
comb returned  to  reeonnoiter,  and  reached  his  place,  I 
two  or  three  days  after  leaving  it,  in  time  to  see,  from  j 
a safe  cover,  his  house  burned  by  the  Indians,  and  lie 
supposed  they  must  have  been  led  there  by  the  one  j- 
he  had  so  severely  punished  some  time  before,  as  it 
was  the  only  house  burned  so  far  away  from  the  lake,  j 
After  crossing  the  Vermillion  river,  they  directed  their 
course  to  the  '‘portage”  of  Cuyahoga,  river,  from 
there  to  Charlestown,  and  from  there  to  Vernon,  and 
from  there  Mr.  Newcomb  entered  the  army  as  a 
teamster.  In  preparing  for  flight,  Mr.  Newcomb  hid* 
his  log-chains  and  some  other  property  in  a hole  he 
dug  in  the  ground,  but  upon  his  return  after  the 
war,  could  not  find  where  he  had  made  his  deposit, 
and  the  articles  have  never  been  found. 

Towards  night  of  the  next  day  after  Newcomb  and  j 
family  had  left  their  house,  several  persons  from  the  i 
township  of  Vheatsborough,  now  Lyme,  fleeing  from  i 
the  dreaded  Indian  incursion,  reached  the  deserted  j 
house,  and  determined  to  camp  there  over  night.  \ 
They  “hoppled"  their  horses  by  tieiug  their  front  feet  i 
so  near  together  that  they  could  not  step  more  than  j 
about  a foot  at  a time,  and  let  them  loose  to  feed;  | 
then  commenced  to  prepare  their  supper,  which  they  j 
soon  had  ready,  and  were  about  commencing  to  eat  j 
when  they  were  startled  by  the  much  dreaded  and  | 
unearthly  Indian  war-whoop.  Stricken  with  horror,  ; 
they  stood  not  upon  the  order  of  their  going,  but  preci-  : 
pitately  sought  safety  in  the  darkness  of  the  unbroken  j 
forest;  their  horses,  goods  and  tempting  supper  were  ; 
left  behind;  even  their  guns  were  abandoned,  so  com-  j 
plete  and  bewildering  was  their  surprise;  life,  or  : 
torture  and  death  hung  upon  the  action  of  moments;  j 
property,  resistance,  the  means  of  protection  were  j 
unthought  of,  in  the  dire  necessity  for  immediate  j 
escape  and  shelter  from  the  merciless  foe  who  tortured  j 
for  pleasure,  and  murdered  for  revenge. 

They  all  escaped  successfully,  and  hour  after  hour,  i 
all  night  long,  hurried  south  ward  through  the  swamps,  j 
thickets;  and  over  the  fallen  logs  of  the  trackless  j 
wilderness;  at  day-break,  they  were  near  the  south  line  ■! 
of  the  county,  some  of  them  so  nearly  exhausted  that  : 
th?y  wanted  to  halt  and  rest,  but  others  of  the  party  ; 
insisted  the  Indians  could  follow  their  track  like  a : 
pack  of  wolves,  and  so  the  ■ weary-,  famishing  flight,  j 
kept  on  during  the  long,  long  hours  of  the  day,  until  j 
the  weaker  ones  were  ready  to  fail  oat  of  line,  abandon  ■ 
the  escape,  and  submit  to  their  fate.  But  there  were  i 
warm  hearts  and  strong  hands  in  that  party.  A long  | 
light  pole  was  secured,  each  person  took  firm  hold  of  . 
it,  and  thus,  the  strong  supporting  the  weak,  the  j 
weary  march  dragged  on,  and  did  not  stop  until  j 
Mansfield  and  safety  were  reached. 

T lie  day  this  party  passed  through  the  township  of 
Ridgefield  on  their  way  to  Newcomb's  house,  Reuben  ! 
Pixley,  Sr.,  then  living  in  Ridgefield  township,  heard  ! 
in  some  way  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  appro-  1 
bended  from  the  Indians,  and  started  after  the  party 


to  induce  them  to  return.  On  his  way  he  met  Seth 
Brown  w ho  lived  in  the  fourth  section  of  Ridgefield, 
and  consented  to  accompany  Pixley  in  search  of  the 
refugees. 

They  arrived  near  Newcomb's  place,  just  us  the 
party  were  about  to  commence  eating  their  supper, 
and  thinking  to  have  some  sport,  tried  their  ability  to 
counterfeit  the  hideous  war-whoop  of  the  savages. 
The  success  of  their  powers  of  imitation  was  greater 
than  they  had  anticipated,  and  although  they  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  overtake  the  frightened  people, 
and  explain  their  little  juke,  were  totally  unable  to 
do  so.  They  remained  at  Newcomb's  house  that 
night,  fared  sumptuously,  and  in  the  morning  re- 
turned with  the  abandoned  property,  and  soon  sent 
word  on  to  Mansfield  explaining  their  miserable  prac- 
tical joke.  This  story  was  recently  related  to  the 
writer  by  Miner  Cole,  Esq.,  of  this  township,  who 
savs  he  has  heard  it  many  times  from  the  lips  of 
Reuben  Pixley,  Sr.,  one  of  the  practical  jokers. 

The  Newcomb  house,  burned  by  the  Indians  in. 
1812,  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek,  qIoso  under 
the  hill,  and  but  a few  rods  from  the  town  line 
between  Norwalk  and  Bronsou.  There  are  now 
standing  near  its  site  a stately  poplar  and  an  old 
descrepit  apple  tree  planted  there  by  that  early 
settler  nearly  seventy  years  ago. 

A military  road  or  trail  then  existed  upon  the 
town  line,  just  south  of  his  house,  which  Mr.  New- 
comb had  assisted  in  opening,  and  it  was  while  at 
work  on  that  road  that  he  was  attracted  by  the  beauty 
of  that  particular  location  which  afterwards  he  settled 
upon  as  related. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  fils  place, 
and  erected  another  log  house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
creek,  on  a gravel  bluff  overlooking  the  valley.  From 
that  bluff  the  gravel  was  taken  that  filters  the  water 
used  by  the  citizens  of  Norwalk  from  the  water 
works,  and  Mc-st  Main  street  was  graveled  partly  from 
the  same  source. 

Yesterday,  May  2,  1870,  the  writer  and  bis  little 
daughter,  in  company  with  Miner  Cole,  visited  the 
spot;  the  old  house  is  gone;  its  site  is  marked  by  an 
indentation  where  the  cellar  used  to  be,  and  the  old 
hearthstones  yet  remain  in  place.  Standing  upon 
that  memento  of  the  first  steps  of  civilization,  and 
looking  -forth- in  -the  bright  sunlight  of  the  balmv 
May  afternoon,  over  the  beautiful  valley  at  his  feet, 
upon  which  a flock  of  sheep  and  lambs  were  grazing, 
busy  fancies  brought  to  him  echoes  of  the  scream  of 
the  panther  and  howl  of  the  wolf,  followed  by  the 
ringing  sound  of  the  woodman's  axe,  and  the  voices 
of  children  playing  at  the  creek,  then  by  screams  and 
shouts  of  terror-stricken  fugitives,  soon  followed  by 
the  dim  vision  of  a stealthy  band  of  half-naked,  painted 
savages,  quickly  made  distinct  in  all  their  wild  orgies 
bv  the  lurid  light  of  a burning  home;  then  another 
sound  broke  in,  gentle,  sweet  and  pleading — “Ikipa. 
plc-ase  buy  me  a little  baa-baa-lamb? Tt 

The  contrast  was  too  great;  tire  fancies  took  to 
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flight,  else  the  writer  to  this  hour  might  .have  stood 
on  that  ancient  hearth,  listening  to  echoes  from  the 
remote  past. 

SAMUEL  H.  LEWIS 

1814.  — Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  South  Salem,  West- 
chester county,  Xew  York,  in  1790,  and  died  at 
Xorwalk,  July  14,  1870.  in  the  eighty-first  year  of 
his  age. 

In  1814,  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
about  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  the  present  loca- 
tion of  the  village  of  Xorwalk,  paying  for  it  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  came  on 
to  make  preparation  for  a permanent  settlement.  He 
made  some  clearing,  and  put  in  a small  piece  of 
wheat,  then  returning  to  Xew  York. 

1815.  — On  the  fifteenth  of  February,  1815.  he 
started  with  his  family,  then  consisting  of  his  wife 
and  a little  daughter,  named  Angeline,  (who  died  at 
Xorwalk,  September  1,  1817),  for  the  new  home  in 

• the  West.  The  journey  was  made  in  a covered  wagon 
drawn  by  a span  of  horses,  and  required  forty-sir 
days  to  complete.  I1  hey  arrived  at  Xorwalk.  April 
2,  1815,  or  rather,  they  arrived  at  their  new  home  on 
that  day,  for  Xorwalk  was  yet  to  be;  only  an  “ Indian 
trail”  marked  the  crest  of  the  “sand  ridge’-  where 
Main  street  now  is. 

Soon  after  arriving  with  his  family,  he  sold  the 
land  upon  which  lie  had  commenced  his  improve- 
ments the  year,  before,  to  Hanson  Heed,  for  five  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  purchased  another  tract  of  two 
hundred  acres,  in  section  one,  for  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  acre. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1815,  lie  built 
a house  on  his  new  purchase,  and  in  that  house  the 
election  for  State  officers,  of  October,  1818,  was  held. 

In  an  article  written  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  published 
in  the  Fire-lands  Pioneer,  of  June,  1858,  and  from 
which  most  of  the  foregoing  facts  of  his  history  have 
been  taken,  he  says: 

“ When  1 first  came  to  Ohio,  provisions  of  all 
kinds  were  scarce,  and  prices  high.  Wheat  was  sold 
at  two  dollars  per  bushel,  also  the  first  oats  1 sowed 
cost  me  two  dollar*  per  bushel;  1 bought  them  of 
Judge  Meeker,  on  the  lake  shore,  as  I came  into  the 
country;  and  at  another  time  I paid  him  five  dollars 
for  a common  axe,  and  went  ticdve  miles  for  it;  how- 
ever, upon  the  cessation  of  the  war  of  181'?,  people 
having  turned  their  attention  more  to  clearing  their 
lands,  ami  to  agriculture,  when  soon  field  was  added 
to  field,  and  farm  to  farm,  and,  rich  in  their  virgin 
soil,  they  sent  forth  their  luxuriant  harvests  until 
plenty  filled  the  land.  Then  produce  fell  to  an 
extremely  low  price;  so  low  that  the  year  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  Xew  York  and  Erie  canal,  the 
most  that  1 could  get  offered  for  a fine  quality  of 
wheat,  was  twelve  and  a naif  cents  per  bushel,  and 
haul  it  a distance  of  six  miles  to  market,  which  was 
then  at  Milan. 

■ In  those  early  days,  wild  turkeys  were  very  plenty, 
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and  did  great  damage  to  wheat  and  corn  crops.  Mr. 
Lewis  relates  that  in  1 8*27,  they  were  so  numerous  as 
to  endanger  his  wheat  crop.  He  built  a rail  pen  about 
eleven  feet  square,  with  rails  laid  near  together  on 
toil.  J-  trap-door  was  provided,  and  grain  freely 
scattered  around  and  within  the  pen.  The  turkeys 
came,  entered  the  trap,  and  his  first  catch  was  nine 
fat  birds,  but  one  got  away.  Two  or  three  days  af for- 
wards, twelve  more  fell  victims  to  the  trap,  and  this 
put  an  end  to  their  depredations,  for  no  others  came 
around  that  season. 

During  the  infancy  of  the  settlement  of  Xorwalk, 
Mr.  Lewis’  house  was  always  open,  free  of  charge,  to 
the  new  comers,  who  sought  his  hospitality,  and  on 
one  occasion,  from  the  frequency  of  such  calls  upon 
him,  his  stock  of  breadstuff's  ran  very  short.  There 
were  no  mills  in  the  country,  and  no  flour  market 
nearer  than  Mansfield,  and  no  road  practicable  for  a 
wagon  to  that  place;  so  he  went  there  on  horseback, 
and  constructing  a rude  rack  to  fit-  the  back  of  his 
horse,  loaded  a barrel  of  flour  on  that,  and  in  that 
manner  transported  it  home.  v 

On  another  occasion  he  was  called  buck  to  the  east, 
and  performed  the  whole  journey  from  Xorwalk  to 
Jersey  City,  on  foot. 

Mr.  Lewis,  with  another  pioneer,  mimed  William 
Marshall,  a surveyor,  traveled  over  and  surveyed 
many  of  the  lands  in  Huron  county.  These  two 
went  days  and  sometimes  weeks  together  through  the 
wilderness,  camping  out  nights,  while  they 'were  sur- 
veying farms,  and  running  out  public  roads. 

He  held  at  different  times  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  township  trustee,  assessor,  and  lister. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Amy  Ferros. 
She  was  born  at  Xewtown,  Fairfield  county,  Con- 
necticut, and  until  her  death,  in  October.  1850,  bore 
her  share  of  the  privations  of  pioneer  life  cheerfully, 
and  with  courage. 

In  those  early  days,  they  were  surrounded  by  the 
dense  wilderness,  the  home  of  thousands  of  savage 
men,  bears,  wolves  and  panthers. 

On  one  occasion,  when  there  was  no  one  at  home 
but  Mrs.  Lewis  and  her  little  daughter,  there  came 
on  horseback  to  the  house  two  Indian  women,  or 
squaws, -who  wanted  flour,  vhich  was  kept  in  the 
house  up  stairs.  Mrs.  Lewis  went  up,  and  was  get- 
ting the  flour,  when  the  two  squaws  followed,' and 
commenced  impudently  lifting  the  lids  of  boxes  aval 
barrels,  to  see  what  they  contained.  Mrs.  Lewis 
shook  her  head  at  them,  and  they  shook  their  heads  at 
her.  When  the  floor  was  put  up,  they  all  descended, 
and  one  of  the  squaws  seized  the  little  girl,  then 
nearly  two  years  old.  and  the  trvo  hastened  to  their 
horses,  mounted  and  galloped  away  with  the  child 
before  Mrs.  Lewis  fully  realized  what  they  were  at. 
Bit  the  mother’s  heart  quickly  took  the  alarm,  and 
desperation  nerved  her  to  an  almost  superhuman 
effort  for  the  recovery  of  her  little  one.  The  route 
taken  by  the  squaws  would  compel  them,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  one  mile,  to  pass  the  house  of  another 
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settler,*  but  before  that  was  1 cached,  the  mother  was  , 
so  close  after  them,  and  screaming  so  lustily,  that 
they  dared  not  pass  the  settler's  clearing,  ahead  of 
them,  with  the  child,  for  fear  of  being  captured,  so 
the  child  was  put  down  on  the  ground,  the  squaws 
scampered  off  with  all  the  speed  they  could  get  out 
of  their  ponies,  and  the  mother  returned  home  with 
her  child  and  a heart  full  of  thankfulness. 

DR.  JOSEPH  PIERCE. 

1815. — Dr.  Joseph  Fierce  came  to  Norwalk  in  1815, 
in  company  with  Major  David  Underhill,  Timothy 
Baker,  Levi  Cole  and  Horace  Morse.  That  summer 
he  purchased  of  Benjamin  Newcomb  all  the  interest 
held  by  the  latter  in  lot  number  one  of  section  four  of 
Norwalk,  being  the  Newcomb  place,  now  Miner  Cole's 
farm,  and,  in  1 SIC*,  transferred  his  interest  to  Levi  j 
Cole,  but  continued,  with  his  sister  Ehoda,  to  make  : 
it  his  home  with  Mr.  Cole  for  a number  of  years.  ; 
He  was  the  first  practicing  physician  in  Norwalk  ; 
township,  and  the  first  postmaster,  of  which  more  j 
particular  mention  is  made  under  the  head  of  “ F irst  i 
Post  Office."  Dr.  Pierce  was  from  Herkimer  county,  j 
New  York.  He  remained  here  until  about  1825,  and  j 
then  removed  to  New  Haven  and  remained  for  some  ; 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Indiana. 

LEVI  COLE. 

Levi  Cole  was  born  in  Wiudom  county,  Connecti-  ! 
cut,  November  20,  1766,  married  November  25,  1700,  | 
and  died  February  11,  1820,  at  Norwalk,  Ohio.  His  j 
wife,  Hannah  Kinney,  was  born  in  Windom  county,  j 
Connecticut,  July  24,  1770,  and  died  at  Norwalk,  i 
Ohio,  February  27,  1840.  They  had  seven  sons,  as  j 
follows:  Jeremy,  born- March  17,  1705;  died  -Jnlv 
30,  ISIS;  came  to  Ohio  in  1815.  Asher,  born  April 
23,  1797;  died  November  4,  1830;  came  to  Ohio  in  \ 
1816.  James,  born  April  25,  1799;  now  living  in  j 
Norwalk  township:  came  to  Ohio,  in  1816.  Levi,  ! 
born  March  23,  1801;  now  living  in  Ridgefield  town-  ; 
ship;  came  to  Ohio  in  1816.  Miner,  born  July  26,  j 
184*3 ; now  living  in  Norwalk  township;  came  to  Ohio  j 
in  1816.  Manly  K.,  born  February  11,  1807;  now  liv-  | 
ing  in  Bronson  township;  came  to  Ohio  in  1816.  ■ 
Lyman,  born  March  10,  1810:  died  October  10,  1843; 
came  to  Ohio  in  1816. 

In  1814,  Mr.  Cole  was  living  in  Herkimer  county, 
New  York,  and,  that  year,  in  company  with  Major 
David  Underhill  aud  Timothy  Baker,  came  on  to  look  I 
at  lauds  held  by  Mr.  Underhill  in  Ridgefield  township,  j 
He  was  pleased  with  the  land  and  bargained  for  a j 
piece  this  side  of  the  present  farm  of  Sidney  Brown, 
and  then  returned  home. 

In  1815,  he  came  out  again,  accompanied  by  his 
sou  Jeremy,  Horace  Morse,  Dr.  Joseph  Pierce  and 
David  Underhill,  put  up  a.  house  on  the  land,  com-  j 
menced  a clearing,  and  otherwise  prepared  for  bring- 

rThisr  was  probab.lv  Captain  John  Belt's  place,  on  the  c<  met1  of  what  : 
is  now  Medina  street,  and  the  “OR!  State  Road,’  where  the  sexton's  | 
house  stands,  on  the  grounds  of  Woocllawn  Cemetery.  1 


ing  his  family  out  the  next.  year.  In  the  Fall,  leaving 
Jeremy  to  look  after  the  place  and  continue  the  im- 
provements, he  returned  home  again. 

Dining  this  visit,  and  on  the  10th  day  of  July, 
1815,  he,  Major  Underhill  and  Dr.  Joseph  Pierce, 
brushed  out  a “ trail,”  or  road,  from  Abijah  Com- 
stock's place  to  the  “ Sand  Ridge,  " as  it  was  then 
called  (now  Norwalk),  and  at  night  returned  and 
stayed  at  Comstock's  until  the  next  day,  and  then 
started  put  and  completed  their  work  through  to 
Underhill's  place  on  the  17tli.  This  was  the  first 
highway  labor  ever  done  on  Main  street.  It  was  not 
done  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance,  and  no  street  com- 
missioner ‘“bossed”  the  job;  perhaps  that  will  account 
for  its  rapid  completion.  They  followed  the  old  “ In- 
dian trail,”  which  came  out  on  to  the  ndge  some- 
where between  Milan  and  Chatham  streets. 

In  January  of  IS] 6,  Mr.  Cole  and  Major  Under- 
hill started  with  their  families  and  such  goods  and 
supplies  as  they  might  require  in  their  new  homes, 
with  six  teams  and  sleighs,  three  to  each  family.  The 
partv  contained  twenty  persons,  to-wit:  Mr.  and  Mr*. 
Cole  and  six  of  their  hoys,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill 
and  six  children,  Jasper  Underhill  (a  nephew  of  the 
Major),  Daniel  Warren.  Marks  Rosbeek.  Rhoda 
Pierce,  sister  to  Joseph  Pierce,  and  a person  by  the 
name  of  Wilcox. 

After  spending  six  weeks  upon  the  road  (five  days 
resting  at  Avery,  the  old.  county  seat-, ) they  reached 
Major  Underhill’s  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1816. 
Tlic  Huron  river  was  then  so  high  that  fill',  (.'ole 
could  not  cross  with  liis  family  and  teams  to  his  own 
house,  so  he  took  them  to  Dr.  Pierce’s  house  (the 
Benjamin  Newcomb  place),  and  soon  after  purchased 
chat  place,  and  remained  there  so  long  as  he  lived. 

1818. — In  this  year  Mr.  Cole  took  a prominent  part 
in  the  movement  which  culminated  in  the  removal  of 
the  county  scat  to  Norwalk,  of  which  a more  particu- 
lar account  is  given  in  another  part  of  this  history. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1820.  Mr.  Cole  was  en- 
gaox-d  hauling  a large  saw-log,  to  which  four  yoke  of 
oxen  were  attached,  by  a chain,  into  Underhill's  saw- 
mill yard:  finding  ir.  was  likely  to  strike  another  log 
which  projected  partly  over  the  rpad.  he  attempted  to 
jump  over  the  chain,  and  in  Icing  so  one  of  his  limbs 
was  caught  between  the  logs,  and  so  terribly  crushed 
that  he  died  two  days  afterwards. 

DAV  ID  GIRDS  ASTI)  HEX  RY  LOCKWOOD. 

David  Gibbs  and  Henry  Lockwood  were  natives  of 
Norwalk.  Connecticut,  and  were  brothers-in-law.  Mrs. 
Gibbs  being  Lockwood  s sister. 

In  the  summer  of  1815,  Air.  Gibbs,  Air.  Lockwood, 
bis  father,  L.  Lockwood,  and  Stephen  Lockwood,  left 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  to  look  up  homes  in  Ohio. 
After  visiting  and  examining  several  places  they  at 
last,  after  ten  week’s  travel  and  prospecting,  arrived 
at  Abijah  Comstock'*  place  in  Norwalk.  Ohio,  on  the 
16th  dav  of  July,  18 lo.  There  they  met  Major  Duval 
Underhill,  Levi  Cole  and  Dr.  Joseph  Pierce,  who  Lau. 
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been  at  work  that  day  clearing'  out  a road  to  the  sand 
ridge,  on  which  Norwalk  now  is  located. 

After  spending  about  a week  in  examining  lands 
belonging  to  L.  Lockwood,  in  Norwalk  township, 
they  selected  a site  for  a home  on  the  hill  just  south 
of  the  first  creek,  on  the  section  line  road  going  north 
from  the  present  Ailing’s  Corners,"  and  on  the  east 
side  of  that  road.  During  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  part  of  October,  they  cleared  off  and 
put  into  wheat  about  six  acres  of  land,  and  put  up  a 
large  double  log  house. 

There  were  then  three  families  living  in  the  town- 
ship. those  of  Abijah  Comstock,  Benjamin  Newcomb 
and  Samuel  B.  Lewis.  Gibbs  and  the  two  Lockwoods 
boarded  at  Comstock’s  while  engaged  in  making  their 
improvements.  Provisions  were  scarce.  Salt  was  not 
to  be  obtained,  for  there  was  then  none  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  as  a consequence  the  family  and 
boarders  frequently  were  compelled  to  use  meat  that 
was  more  odorous  than  palatable.  Bread,  milk  and 
potatoes  was  their  only  other  reliance. 

When  the  walls  of  the  house  were  up  reSdv  for  the 
roof,  they  let  tb  Benjamin  Newcomb  a contract  for 
its  completion,  and  started  back  to  Connecticut. 

At  this  time,  the  sand  ridge  from  Ailing’s  or  Gibb’s 
Corners  to  Major  Underhill's  place  (the  present  Isaac 
Underhill  farm)  was  covered  sparsely  by  oak  trees, 
forming  what  was  called  an  "oak  opening."  Whor- 
tleberry bushes  and  Colombo  grew  in  abundance,  the 
root  of  the  latter  being  used  by  the  inhabitants  as  a 
tonic  iti  bilious  diseases.  The  oak  trees  were  of  the 
scrub  variety,  specimens  of  which  may  yet  be  seen 
both  in  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  village. 

On  the  24th  day  of  January,  1816,  they  left  Nor- 
walk, Connecticut,  with  their  families,  and  arrived 
at  their  new  home  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  having  been  ninety-five  days  in  making  the 
journey.  The  party  consisted  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs, 
their  daughter  Eliza  (now  Mrs.  Pruden  Ailing,  yet 
living  in  Norwalk),  then  five  years  old;  their  son 
David,  three  years  old;  Mr.  Henry  Lockwood,  his 
wife  and  their  little  child  Henry:  and  Lewis  Keeler, 
who  came  along  as  a teamster  in  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage wagon,  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen. 

Mrs.  Gibbs  and  Mrs.  Lockwood,  with  their  chil- 
dren, were  provided  with  a substantial  wagon,  covered 
with  oil-cloth,  lined  with  blankets,  carpeted  and  pro- 
vided with  spring  seats;  very  comfortable  and  decent, 
and  drawn  by  a heavy  span  of  bay  horses.  They  were 
well  clothed,  and  provided  with  abundant  blankets 
and  a foot  stove.  Their  provision  chest  contained 
cold  chickens,  hams,  hard  biscuit,  pies,  dough-nuts 
by  the  bushel,  tea,  coffee,  pickles,  dried  fruit,  pre- 
serves, and  all  the  necessary  etceteras,  so  they  were 
*■' well-to-do’’  in  the  world. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  in  crossing  Cattaraugus 
creek,  west  of  Buffalo,  on  the  ice,  their,  baggage, 
wagon  broke  through  near  the  west  shore.  One  yoke 
of  oxen,  a horse  which  they  had  purchased  on  the 
way  as  a leader  for  the  ox  team,  and  many  of  their 
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house-keeping  articles,  were  lost.  In  this  dilemma 
they  were  assisted  by  some  friendly  Indians,  who,  by 
diving  and  fishing  with  poles,  brought  up  most  of 
the  lost  articles,  among  them  a box  of  log  chains, 
axes,  plow-shares,  kitchen  ware,  etc.  They  were  paid 
for  their  services  thirty  or  forty  dollars.  They  also 
brought  up  the  bodies  of  the  two  oxen,  gave  up  the 
hides  and  shoes,  but  eagerly  accepted  the  carcasses  for 
food.  This  mishap  caused  a halt  of  about  a week, 
during  which  little  Ilenry  Lockwood  sickened  and 
died.  Soon  afterwards,  at  Fredonia,  little  David  Gibbs 
was  taken  severely  ill,  and.  after  lingering  twelve  days 
also  died.  The  trouble  was  "'‘camp  dysentery,”  and 
several  others  of  the  party  were  also  attacked,  but  all 
recovered. 

The  expense  of  this  enforced  sojourn  at  Fredonia 
was  over  live  hundred  dollars,  provisions  being  scarce 
and  high,  codfish  fifty  cents  per  pound,  and  other 
things  in  proportion. 

Their  house  was  built  double,  with  a hail  through  the 
center  open  at  both  ends;  the  window  sash  were  slats 
fastened  together,  and  set  with  greased  paper  instead 
of  glass;  the  doors  were  rough  slabs'split  out  of  logs; 
and  the  first  table  was  a square  one,  with  no  leaves, 
hewed  out  of  a bluet-walnut  log. 

After  the  privation  and  sufferings  and  sorrows  of 
their  long,  exhausting  march,  this  homely  two-roomed 
house  seemed  to  these  weary  travelers  a very  palace 
and.  haven  of  rest;  and  not  only  to  them,  but  to 
many  who  came  after.  At  one  time,  for  some  clays, 
their  families  were  increased  to  forty  souls.  Among 
them  were  the  families  of  Platt  Benedict,  seven  poi- 
sons: and  Captain  John  Boalr,  father  of  the  late 
Charles  L.  Boalt,  thirteen  persons,  of  whom  nine  were 
down  with  the  ague. 

For  all  this  numerous  family  Mrs.  Gibbs  did  the 
cooking,  baking,  etc.,  with  rude  and  limited  utensils 
designed  for  less  than  one-fourth  of  that  number; 
whilst  Mrs.  Lockwood  ministered  to  the  sick  with 
means  for  their  comfort  equally  limited.  But  they 
had  strength  given  them  for  the  task,  and  were  blessed 
and  happy  in  their  labors  of  love.  They  were  at  one 
time  short  of  provisions,  and  had  to  send  to  Cleveland 
for  flour  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars  per  barrel,  and 
for  pork  about  the  same;  tl  e families  in  the  mean- 
time subsisting,  for  a week,  on  milk  and  potatoes 
alone. 

Mr.  Lockwood  remained  in  Norwalk  only  a few 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Milan.  Mr.  Gibbs  was 
elected,  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Norwalk  town- 
ship in  April,  181?,  and  was  appointed  county  clerk 
in  1825,  and  continued  to  hold  that  office  until  his 
death,  at  Norwalk,  March  16,  184-0,  aged  fifty-one 
years,  nine  months  and  twenty-four  days.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  L.  Gibbs,  died  at  Norwalk  October  4,  1873, 
aged  eighty-two  years,  six  months  and  eleven  days. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  v iz : An  in- 

fant. died  in  Connecticut:  David,  died  at  Fredonia  in 
1816;  a little  daughter,  died  in  1832,  aged  one  yoai. 
seven  months  and  twenty-two.  days;  James  B.,  died 
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August  o,  1850,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  two  months 
and  thirteen  days;  Ralph  AT . , died  August  10,  1854, 
aged  thirty  \ea.rs  and  sixteen  days  '(of  cholera);  Mrs. 
Eliza  Ailing,  now  living  at  Norwalk,  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  1810;  David,  now  living  at  Le  Mars,  Iowa; 
Roswell,  now  living  at  Troy,  Miami  county,  Ohio; 
Charles  (Rev.),  now  living  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Mrs. 
S.  L.  Adams,  now  living  at  Clarksfield.  Huron  county, 
Ohio. 

FIRST  MARRIAGE. 

In  Yol.  I.  of  Marriage  Records  of  Huron  County, 
on  page  nine,  appears  the  following  entry: 

William  Gallup  and  Sally  Boult  were  joined  in  maviage  on  the  8d  clay 
of  May,  1819,  by  David  Tyt.  xIinman, 

Justice  Pence. 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  record  of  mar- 
riages, the  foregoing  is  found  to  be  the  first  one  in 
which  the  marriage  was  solemnized  in  the  township, 
between  parties,  belli  residents.  And  Henry- Lock- 
wood,  Esq.,  in  an  article  published  in  the  Pioneer  of 
May,  1859,  on  page  twenty-eight  says;  “About  the 
marriages  we  are  uncertain.  Haller  and  William  Gal- 
lup were  among  the  first.-’ 

William  Gallup  was  born  at  Kingston,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1794,  and,  in  1810,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  Halle  t,  came  to  Ohio,  but  not 
to  Norwalk  until  ISIS.  He  built  the  old  frame  block 
of  stores  now  occupied  by  Link's  grocery,  James 
Seeley's  shoe  store,  and  the  Casper  Brothers.  It  was 
one  of  the  first  ventures  in  the  new  village  to  provide 
business  rooms  for  renting.  The  second  story  was 
used  by  him  as  a cabinet  shop  and  furniture  ware- 
room.  He  was  the  contractor  who  built  the  “Old 
Court  House,”  now  Cemral  Hotel,  on  Whittlesey 
avenue.  He  died  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  January  15,  1S5S. 

Sally  Boult  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and 
came  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  with  her  father’s  family,  in 
1817.  She  was  a sister  of  Charles  L.  Boa  It  and 
daughter  of  Captain  John  Boalt,  who  made  his  first 
settlement  in  this  township  upon  the  present  ceme- 
tery property.  And  there  in  their  new  double  log 
house  she  was  married. 

Her  death  occurred  at  Osborn,  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
January  2d,  1871.  Her  husband’s  remains  were  then 
taken  from  Tiffin,  and,  with  hers,  brought  to  Nor- 
walk, and,  side  by  side,  laid  away  to  rest  within 
about  twenty  rods  ot  the  site  of  the  log  house  where 
they  were  married. 

FIRST  BIRTH. 

Soon  after  Hull’s  surrender  at  Detroit  in  August  of 
1812.  Thomas,  son  of  Abijah  Comstock,  was  born  on 
section  two  of  Norwalk.  When  he  was  only  a few 
days  old,  his  parents  had  to  flee  from  their  home  to 
escape  the  Indians,  which  they  did  just  in  time,  tak- 
ing him  and  their  other  valuables  with  them,  for  the 
night  after  their  departure  their  bouse  was  burned. 
This  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Norwalk, 
and  that  pioneer  is  yt;t  living,  a resident  of  Ridgevdie, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
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FIRST  DEATH. 

i In  all  the  researches  made  by  the  writer  after  data 
; from  which  to  compile  the  history  of  Norwalk,  the 
' first  death  of  which  he  has  found  any  record,  was  that 
of  Angelina  Lewis.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
E.  and  Amy  Lewis;  born  at  South  Salem,  Westchester 
county.  New  York,  probably  in  the  fall  of  loll;  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  Norwalk  in  the  spring  of 
1815,  and  died  September  1,  1817.  She  was  probably 
I the  child  stolen  by  two  squaws,  and  rescued  by  her 
! mother,  of  which  an  account,  is  given  in  the  history  of 
' Samuel  B.  Lewis. 

i 

i 

THE  FIRST  SAW  AND  GRIST  MILL. 

In  the  spring  or  summer  of  1815,  Hanson  Reed, 

| then  living  in  Greenfield,  purchased  of  Samuel  B. 

Lewis,  the  place  upon  which  Mr.  Lewis  had  erected  a 
i house  the  previous  year. 

He  soon  moved  in  with  his  family,  and  in  18.16  or 
1817,  commenced  building  a saw  mill  on  the  creek 
| which  runs  through  the  present  L.  1>.  Mesnard  and 
; S.  J.  Rogers  farms,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Fairfield 
| road,  and  a few  rods  to  the  west  of  the  stone  bridge 
! over  that  creek.  In  erecting  this  mill,  he  was  assisted 
i by  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Abraham  Powers.  Soon 
I after  its  completion,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
! two  men  then  made  a workshop  of  the  house,  and 
! commenced  work  on  the  machinery  of  another  mill, 

| ami  in  about  five  weeks  had  it  completed,  running 
i and.  doing  a good  business,  but  when  the  fall  rains 
| came  on,  a freshet  swept  away  their  dam.  They 
| were  now  without  funds,  all  having  been  put  into 
| building  and  re-building,  but  were  not  discouraged; 

| the  dam  was  soon  replaced,  and  then  they  began  to 
i plan  for  a grist  mill  attachment  to  the  saw  mill,  and 
! carried  their  plans  into  execution-  in  a year  or  two 
j afterwards. 

These  were  the  first  mills  erected  in  the  township. 

| The  old  frame  was  taken  down  several  years  ago,  but 
| the  old  dam  is  destined  to  remain,  perhaps,  for  een- 
j turies,  for  it  forms  part  of  the  road  embankment 
j across  the  ravine. 

_ 

MURDER  OF  WOOL  AMD  BISHOP. 

Early  in  April,  1819,  John  Wood,  a married  man. 

| keeping  tavern  at  Venice,  George  Bishop,  a sin- 
! gle  man,  by  occupation  a sailor,  living  in  Danbury. 

| Abiather  Shirley,  and  Barnabas  Meeker,  organized  a 
; hunting  and.  trapping  expedition  to  the-  “Peninsula,,-" 

; now  part  of  Ottawa  county. 

i They  made  their  camp  in  a little  cabin  near  the 
| bank  of  the  Portage,  then  called  “Carrying  River,” 
I about  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth.  About  the  mid- 
; die  of  April,  Meeker  and  Shirley  left  the  camp,  -and 
! returned  to  their  homes.  Wood  and  Bishop  still  re- 
! maining  to  prosecute  their  enterprise.  Being  well 
j supplied  with  traps,  ammunition,  and  camp  equip- 
; page,  and  being  expert-  in  hunting  and  trapping,  they 
were  quite  successful,  and  had  aecumuntiou  quite  u 
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stock  of  skins  of  the  fur-benriug  animals,  then  numer- 
ous in  that  wild,  unsettled  region. 

At  that  time  there  was  a camp  of  Ottawa  Indians 
on  the  bank  of  the  “Miami  of  the  Lakes,”  (now  Mau- 
mee River).  About  the  middle  of  April,  three  mem- 
bers of  that  tribe,  named  Xegosheek,  (Xe-go-sheek), 
Xegoneba,  (Xe-gon-e-ba),  and  Xegossu-m,  (Xe-gos- 
sum),  the  last  a boy  of  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  i 
started  on  an  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Portage  j 
river,  and  while  passing  down  the  river  in  their  i 
canoes,  discovered  the  trapper's  camp,  and,  no  doubt,  i 
with  their  usual  cunniug,  became  fully  posted  as  to 
its  valuable  contents.  They  stayed  around  the  mouth  I 
of  the  river  a day  or  two,  “loafing,”  and  the  two  old-  i 
estdrinking  whisky,  the  boy  doing  what  he  could  to  j 
prevent  their  getting  drunk.  On  their  return  up  the  1 
river,  Xegosheek  plotted  the  murder  of  'Wood  and  ; 
Bishop,  and  the  plunder  of  their  camp.  Xegoneba 
consented  and.  agreed  to  assist:  the  boy,  Xegossum,  j 
remaining  passive  from  fear  of  Xegosheek,  who  was  | 
a “ bad  Indian”  when  drunk.  On  the  morning  of  I 
Wednesday,  April  21,  about  two  hours  before  daylight, 
they  reached  the  cabin  of  the  trappers,  and,  stealthily  j 
approaching,  Xegosheek  and  Xegoneba  drew  aside  i 
the  blanket  which  hung  as  a curtain  over  the  door-  ; 
way,  entered,  and  finding  the  trappers  asleep,  each  • 
singled  out  Ills  victim,  and  with  their  ever  present  | 
tomahawks,  quickly  sent  the  two  white  men  to  a Lap-  j 
pier  hunting  ground,  Then  calling  in  Xegossum,  i 
the  boy,  who  had  remained  outside,  Xegosheek  com-  I 
polled  him  to  strike  the  legs  of  one  of  the  dead  men  I 
with  the  handle  of  his  tomahawk,. so  that  lie  should  j 
feel  that  he  too  was  a party  to  the  crime,  and  from  j 
fear  of  the  consequences  as  to  himself,  keep  it  a ! 
secret. 

They  now  plundered  the  camp  of  its  contents,  con- 
sisting of  a gun,  tea-kettle,  spider,  some  flour,  a ! 
blanket,  tow-shirt,  a handkerchief,  two  powder  horns 
and  powder,  nine  traps,  three  dozen  muskrat  skins,  | 
some  pork,  and  from  one  of  the  men  three  dollars  in  . 
stiver  money.  They  hid  the  kettle,  spicier,  flour,  I 
traps  and  gun  on  the  west  side  of  a small  stream  I 
called  Crane  Creek,  and  selling  the  skins  to  a French  i 
trader,  named  Guy,  who  was  stationed  a few  miles  I 
away,  then  immediately  started  for  their  camp  on  the 
Maumee. 

The  testimony  taken  at  the  subsequent  trial  shows  1 
that  they  soon  very  indiscreetly  divulged  their  secret 
to  a half-breed  Indian,  named  C’hazee,  (Cha-zee), 
who  on  going  down  the  river,  found  the  murdered  I 
men  still  lying  in  their  cabin  where  slain.  He  went 
on  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  informed:  one  | 
Charles  C.  Tapper,  a constable,  of  the  facts,  who  ut  j 
once  obtained  a warrant  from  Truman  Petti  bone,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Danbury  township. 

Armed  with  this  warrant,  and  accompanied  by  An-  \ 
son  Gray.  Peter  Mauminin,  (and  perhaps  others, 
though  it  is  not  possible  at  this  -distant  day  to  aseer-  : 
tain  whom,  or  how  many),  he  at  once  went  to  the 
camp  of  the  Ot.tawas,  on  the  Maumee,  and  made  ' 
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known  his  errand  to  a friendly  Indian,  named  Sac-e- 
saw,  who  at  once  pointed  out  the  three  implicated 
Indians,  and  they  were  promptly  arrested,  the  chief 
informed  of  the  charge  against  them,  and  the  king 
and  tedious  return  march  commenced. 

On  April  30,  Tapper  returned  the  warrant  to  the 
justice,  with  the  three  prisoners,  and  an  examination, 
was  at  once  held,  the  result  of  which  was  the  holding 
of  the  accused  for  trial  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  At  that  examination  John  B.  Flammond, 
a French  trader,  acted  as  interpreter. 

Xegossum,  the  boy,  was  first  examined,  and  con- 
fessed that  he  was  present  with  the  others  when  they 
committed  the  murder,  but  protested  his  innocence. 
Xegoneba  was  next  examined,  and  confessed  that  he 
was  one  of  the  men  who  committed  the  murder  on 
Portage  river  nine  nights  before;  claiming  that  Xe- 
gossum, the  boy,  struck  one  of  the  men  they  were 
murdering,  with  the  handle  of  his  hatchet:  and  that 
Xegosheek  first  plotted  the  murder,  and  struck  the 
first  blow.  He  also  confessed  the  taking  and  secret- 
ing the  property,  and  the  sale  of  some  of  it.  Nego- 
sheek  was  next  examined,  and  confessed  the  crime. 
He  said  when  sober  he  had  no  idea  of. committing  the 
murder,  but  on  getting  drunk,  he  plotted  the  attack, 
and  assisted  in  executing  it. 

The  prisoners  were  then  shackled,  and  in  charge  of 
Tapper  and  his  assistants,  started  for  the  county  seat. 
Norwalk. 

The  party  crossed  Sandusky  Bay  on  a ferry,  kept 
by  a man  named  Luther  Chapin,  at  “Ogoutz  Place,” 
now  Sandusky  City.  They  stayed  from  the  evening 
of  April  30th  to  May  3d.  at  an  inn  kept  In  Cyrus 
W.  Marsh.  Their  bill  of  fare,  afterwards  allowed, 
by  the  county  commissioners,  and  now  on  file  in  the 
auditor's  office,  is  as  follows: 

Voucher  577. 

ISIS.  Huron  Count,,  Or.  to  C.  V.  Marsh. 


Ef  Mr  Tapper. 


April  30 

To  1 pt  v/'j  and  sev-c  suppers  for  Indians  ou  gat 
To  1 pt.  of  ■whisky 

i.rd  . . . Si 

25 

May  1. 

To  3*4  pts  of  w v 

?>jL , 

To  V breakfasts  for  the  Indians 

To  2 breakfasts  and  2 suppers  for  lumsuTr 

-j 

d. 

To  -Us  pts.  w'y  and  1 lodging 

To  3)4  days'  board  for  ~ prisoner 

To  I day's  board  for  1 prisoner . 

3 

50 

50 

“ 3. 

To  3)4  pts.  Wy  and  1 lodging 

To  1 day's  board  Cor  Tapper . . 

50 

75 

Tuppc 

*r. 

>15 

50 

May  17.  To  entertainment  on  his  return  with  the  prisoner r -31.v£ 

Capt.  Burt's  bill,  by  Tapper's  o-ders 87W> 

bile  at  Sandusky  one  of  the  Indians  was  taken 
back  to  the  scene  of  the  murder,  in  order  to  point  out 
the  precise  locality  of  the  hidden  property,  which  he 
did.  and  nearly  all  was  recovered. 

On  arriving  at  Norwalk,  there  being  no  jail  then, 
they  were  all  confined  in  a h)^  cabin  owned  bv  Daniel 
G.  Raitr.  which,  then  stood  on  the  lot  the  •■Newman 
bhvk  " now  stands  on  (northwest  corner  of  Main  ;,nd 
Hester  streets),  and  a few  roils  back  from  Main  street. 


. 


In  this  cabin  they  were  kept,  with  the  shackles  on, 
under  the  guard  of  Daniel  H.  Raitt,  Charles  Soules, 
Charles  C.  Tapper,  ,T.  (1.  Thayer,  Calvin  Bates,  and 
perhaps  others  whose  names  are  now  lost  to  history. 
These  guards  were  not  all  on  duty  at  tiie  same  time, 
but  served  at  different  times  as  a relief  to  each  other. 

After  being  in  confinement  a short  time  the  Indians 
planned  an  escape,  and  Xegoneba  and  Xegossum  suc- 
ceeded in  removing  their  shackles,  hiding  them  behind 
a log,  and  by  keeping  covered  up  with  their  blankets 
and  feigning  sleep  escaped  the  suspicion  of  the  guards. 
Raitt  was  on  guard  the  night  of  their  escape,  but  at 
midnight  was  relieved  by  Soules.  Xot  long  afterward 
Xegosheek  asked  him  to  remove  bis  shackles  and 
accompany  him  outside  the  building  a few  steps. 
Soules  removed  the  shackles  from  one  leg,  leaving  it 
fast  to  the  other,  and,  supposing  the  two  others  sound 
asleep,  left  the  door  open  as  they  went  out;  very  soon 
after  lie  saw  the  two  Indians  running  away,  and  at 
once  realized  that  he  had  been  made  the  victim  of 
misplaced  confidence : he  called  to  them,  and  also  to 
Eaitt,  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  him,  and  as  he  did 
so  Xegosheek  jumped  up  and  started  to  run.  Soules 
had  Ills  title  with  him  and,  as  he  gave  chase,  fired  at 
the  retreating  savage,  and  befoie  losing  sight  of  him 
loaded  and  fired  twice  more.  Satisfied  that  he  had 
wounded  the  fellow,  and  all  having  escaped,  he  re- 
turned to  town. 

On  the  loth  of  April,  John  Hawk,  a young  man, 
while  out  hunting  along  Pipe  creek,  near  the  west 
boundary  of  the  county,  discovered  Xegosheek  in  a 
swamp  along  the  border  of  the  creek,  hunting  for 

ciaw-fish  ” (the  river  lobster  or  crab),  upon  which, 
with  roots,  lie  had  lived  since  escaping.  The  shackle, 
which  was  fast  to  one  leg  when  he  ran  away,  had 
stuck  to  him  like  a brother,  though  rather  an  incon- 
venient appendage  in  his  case.  After  watching  him 
for  a short  time,  Hawk  became  satisfied  that  the  I 
Indian  was  sulieriug  from  wounds,  and  concluded  to 
investigate  his  discovery  more  closely,  and  upon  ap- 
proaching nearer  saw  the  shackles  which  the  Indian 
vainly  tried  to  conceal;  he  then  captured  the  follow 
and  took  him  to  an  old  hunter  named  John  I’um- 
phrey,  who  brought  him  back  to  Xorwalk.  Pumphrey 
afterward,  on  behalf  of  Hawk  and  himself,  filed  a 
claim  for  the  reward  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  which  the -sheriff  had  offered  for  the  recapture 
of  the  three  Indians,  of  which  claim  the  commis- 
sioners allowed  twenty-live  dollars. 

I)r.  Daniel  Ti'den  was  called  in.  to  attend  to  the 
wounded  prisoner,  and  examination  developed  the 


Henry  Kurt,  of  Monroeville,  and  the  Frenchman, 

‘ John  B.  Flammoml,  started  for  the  Ottawa  camp  on 
; the  Maumee  river,  with  the  expectation  of  finding 
: and  re-capturing  the  fugitives;  they  arranged  among 
r themselves  that  Captain  Burt,  who  was  dressed  in 
| ‘•regimentals”  (military  uniform),  should  be  presented 
l to  the  Ottawa  chief  as  the  governor  ot  Ohio,  and  that 
! as  such  lie  should  demand  the  surrender  of  the  mur- 
derers. The  plan  proved  a success,  and  Xegoneba 
was  immediately  delivered  up  to  them,  searched,  de- 
prived of  his  weapons,  his  hands  bound  behind  him, 
and  with  a rope  fastened  around  his  body  as  a leading 
string,  placed  in  charge  of  Captain  Burt  and  a guard, 
of  friendly  Indians,  and  conducted  to  Xorwalk. 
The  chief  insisted  that  Xegossum,  the  boy,  was  inno- 
I cent,  but  upon  being  assured  if  that  were  true,  he 
! would  not  be  injured,  promised  to  send  him  on  to 
j Xorwalk  in  a few  days.  Captain  Boa  It.  and  I ’lam- 
j rnond  remained  to  see  that  the  promise  should  be  ful- 
| filled;  it  wag  to  the  letter,  and  in  dun-  time  they  re- 
! turned  the  boy  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  at  Xor- 
walk. 

Captain  Burt,  with  his  prisoner  and  Indian  guards, 
made  their  way  directly  for  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
The  first  night  they  camped  in  the  woods;  it  was  wet 
and  uncomfortable;  Burt  wanted  a fire;  upon  being 
promised  a quart  of  whisky,  one  of  the  guards 
gathered  some  dry  leaves  upon  which  he  emptied  some 
powder  from  his  horn,  and  bending  over  the  pile, 
struck  sparks  of  fire  into  it  with  flint  and  steel;  an 
explosion  followed,  and  the  Indian,  taken  by  surprise, 
jumped  high  m the  air,  but  the  fire  was  started,  and 
the  whisky  was  forgotten  by  the  faithless  ‘'pale-face.’’ 
He,  however,  was  reminded  of  the  promise  the  next 
i day,  by  the  Indian  performing  in  pantomime  what  he 
: had  acted  in  earnest  the  night  before;  the  whisky 
was  delivered,  and  faith  was  kept. 

At  the  lake  shore  the  Indian  guards  turned  back, 
and  Burt  leading  his  prisoner  by  the  rope,  proceeded 
! on  bis  journey.  Once  Xegoneba  thought  his  chance 
| had  come  to  escape,  and  with  a sudden  spring,  made 
I a bold  and  desperate  strike  for  liberty,  but  Burt,  who 
I was  a large,  muscular  man,  in  the  prime  of  life,  gave 
! him  some  vigorous  jerks  with  the  rope;  and  then 
! seizing  him  by  the  shoulders,  shook  him  so  severely 
| as  to  effectually  quell  all  thoughts  of  further  resist- 
j anee. 

They  arrived  at  Marsh’s  tavern  on  the  Itch  of  May, 

! and  from  there  Tupper  accompanied  them  to  Xor- 
j walk.  Here  Xegoneba  was  again  searched,  and  a 
| knife,  probably  given  him  by  bis  .-qmiw  just  before 
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fact  that  Soule  was  good  at  a running  shot,  for  there 
was  one  wound  in  the  shoulder,  one  in  the  hip,  and 
one  in  the  leg. 

Raitt  undertook  the  position  of  nurse  to  the 
wounded  and  half-famished  prisoner,  and  turned  him 
over  fullv  healed  before  lie  was  hung.  From  that  day 
to  bis  death  Raitt  bore  the  pre-fix  of  " Doc." 

Soon  after  the  escape  of  the  Indians,  Captain  John 
Boult,  the  father  of  the  late  C.  L.  Boult,  Captain 


: the  commencement  of  the  journey,  was  found  se- 
i creted  on  his  person.  Had  Burt  been  less  watchful 
i ami  determined,  lie  probably  would  'nave  followed 
i AVocd  and  Bishop  to  the  happy  hunting  ground,  on 
| a free  pass  from  the  hand  of  this  desperate  savage. 

On.  Tuesday,  the  IStii  of  May,  IS  10,  the  court  of 
| common  pleas  commenced  its  session  in  the  old 
court  homo,  which  then  stood  where  the  present  court 
house  now  si  antis,  but  was  removed  nunv  tear-  ago 
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to  the  east  side  of  “ Enterprise  Road,”  afterward.' 

“ Mechanic  street,”  now  “'Whittlesey  avenue,”  and 
is  the  “Central  Hotel”  building,  kept  by  A.  II. 
Rose. 

Hon.  George  Tod,  father  of  Ex-governor  Tod,  was  : 
presiding  judge;  Hons.  Jabez  Wright,  Stephen 
Meeker  and  Ezra  Sprague  were  the  associate  judges.  . 
The  late  James  William-,  of  Norwalk,  was  clerk; 
Lyman  Farwell.  then  of  Norwalk,  since  for  many 
years  of  Watertown,  New  York,  sheriff:  Ehenezer 
Lane,  then  of  Norwalk,  and  for  many  years  since  ; 
chief  justice  of  Ohio,  was  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
was  assisted  by  Peter  Hitchcock,  of  Cleveland,  after- 
ward for  many  years  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  i 
of  bhio. 

The  indictment  returned  by  the  grand  jury  against  ! 
these  Indians  charges  the  crime  to  have  been  com- 
mitted “at  Lower  Sandusky  in  the  said  countv  of  ! 
Huron.”  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Chase’s  , 
Statutes,  vol.  3,  page  2,110.  that  Huron  count v was 
set  off,  February  7th.  ISO!),  as  the  five  western-most 
ranges  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve; . being  ! 
that  part  called  the  Fire-lands:  By  act  of  January 
31st,  1815  (Chase’s  Statutes,  vol.  3,  page  2.120),  a i 
portion  of  the  unorganized  territory  west  of  the  | 
Reserve  and  north  of  its  south'  line,  reaching  about  as 
far  west  as  the  present  western  boundaries  of  San- 
dusky and  Ottawa  counties,  was  attached  to  Huron  ; 
county  for  judicial  purposes;  Lower  Sandusky  was  1 
within  tin’s  attached  territory. 

A copy  of  the 'indictment  found  against  the  three  ' 
parties  charged,  taken  from  the  first  volume  of  “Law  , 
Records’  of  Huron  county  court  of  common  pleas, 
is  as  follows: 

Fk-as  be. ore  the  honorable  the  pre-i  teuf,  and  judges  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  hoideii  at  Norwalk,  in  ana  for  the  county  of  Huron 
and  State  of  Ohio,  in  the  term  of  Hay.  A.D.,  1810. 

NO.  fi — MAY  TERM,  A.D.,  1SIC*. 

State  op  Ohio) 

V,  / 

Negosheek,  > Indictment  for  Muffler. 

Negonfby  ' 1 
and  | 

Negossum.  j 

St"te  of  Ohio,  County  of  Huroyi. 

At  a court  of  common  pleas  begun  and  holden  at  the  court  house  ;:i 
Norwalk,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Huron,  on  the  eight?  mth  day  of  • 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ancl  nineteen, 
before  the  honorable  George  Tod.  president,  and  Jabez  Wright,  Stephen  ; 
Meeker  and  Ezra  Sprague,  Esq*.,  associate  judges  holding  said  court. 
The  grand  jurors  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  and  for  said  county  of  Huron, 
to-vvit:  Henry  Jeffry.  Tinker  R.  Smith,  Isaac  Powers,  Elibu  Clary,  John  1 
Drewry,  Augustus  K.  Detruck,  Daniel  Curtis,  Ezekiel  Barnes,  Janies  1 
Forman,  Charles  Hubbell,  Reuben  Pircley,  Henry  Barney,  Silas  G.  Strom?, 
William  Gallup  and  E!i  Holliday,  good  and  lawful  men  of  sail  e.ountv, 
then  and  there  duly  returned,  tried,  impanneled,  charged  and  sworn  to 
inquire  for  the  body  of  the  c unry  of  Huron,  do,  upon  their  oaths  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  present  and  find  that  < 
Negosheek,  an  Indian  of  the  tribe  Otto  teas.  Negoneby,  an  Indian  of  the 
said  tribe,  and  Negossum,  an  Indian  of  the  same  tribe,  at  Lower  San- 
dusky, in  the  said  county  of  Huron,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  not  having  the  fear 
of  God  before  their  eyes,  but  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  with  force  and  arms  in  and  upon  the  body  of  John  Wood,  in 
the  peace  of  God  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  then  and  there  being felociouslr. 
unlawfully,  willfully,  purposely  and  of  deliberate  and  premeditated 
malice,  did  m-ik.-  an  assault:  and  the  said  Xego-beek,  with  a.  tomehawk 
in  bis  right  hand  then  and  there  held,  of  rhe  value  of  one  dollar,  the  said 
John  Wood,  in  and  upon  the  head  of  him  the  said  Wood,  behind  the  left  i 
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ear  of  him  the  said  Wood,  and  also  i.i  and  upon  the  left  side  of  the  bead 
over  the  left  shoulder  of  him  the  said  Wood,-  then  and  there  feloniously, 
unlawfully,  willfully,  purposely  and  of  his  deliberate. and  premeditated 
malice,  did  strike,  cut  and  penetrate,  then  and  there  giving  to  him  ihe 
said  John  Wood,  will)  the  tomehr.wk  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  the  head 
behind  the  left  ear  of  him  the  said  John  Wood,  and  also  in  and  upon  the 
left  side  of  the  head  and  over  the  left  shoulder  of  him  the  said  John 
Wood,  two  mortal  wounds,  each  of  the  breadth  ct'  three  inches  and  of 
the  depth  of  three  inches,  of  which  said  mortal  wounds  the  said  John 
Wood  then  and  there  instantly  died;  and  the  said  X-goiu-by  and  the 
said  Negossum,  at  the  time  of  the  committing  the  said  felony  and  mur- 
der by  the  said  Negosheek  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  unlaw- 
fully, feloniously,  willfully,  purposely  and  of  their  deliberate  ancl  pre- 
meditated malice,  were  present  aiding,  assisting,  abetting,  counselling, 
procuring,  helping,  comforting  and  maintaining  the  said  Negosheek  the 
felony  and  murder  aforesaid  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  to  do.  com- 
mit and  perpetrate:  and  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  afore- 
said, do  further  say  chat  the  sa  d Negosheek  and  the  said  Negoneby 
and  the  said  Negossum,  him.  the  said  John  Wood,  then  and  there,  in 
manner  and  form  aforesa  d,  feloniously,  un'aw fully,  willfully,  pur- 
posely and  of  their  deliberate  and  p:  emedilated  malice,  did  ki!i  ancl 
murder,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute,  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  at  the  term  aforesaid,  and  on  their  oath 
aforesaid,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  do  further  pre- 
sent ami  Unci  that  the  said  Negosheek,  the  said  Negoneby.  and-  (he  said 
Negossum,  at  Lover  Sandusky  aforesaid, ron  the  twenty-fust  day  of 
April,  aforesaid,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  but 
moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  with  force  and  arms 
in  and  upon  the  body  of  George  Bishop,  in  the  peace  of  Ood  and  of  the 
Stale -of  Ohio,  then  and  there  being  feloniously,  unlawfully,  willfully, 
purposely,  and  of  their  deliberate  and  premeditated  malice,  did  make 
an  assault,  and  that  the  said  Negoneby.  with  a certain  tomehawk,  of 
the  value  of  one  dollar,  in  his,  the  said  Negoneby 's  right  hand,  then  and 
there  hit  the  said  George  Bishop  in  and  upon  the  head  of  him.  the  said 
George  Bishop,  and  also  in  and  upon  the  breast  of  him,  the  said 
George  Bishop,  then  and  there  unlawfully,  feloniously,  wilfully,  pur- 
posely, and  of  his  deliberate  and  premeditated  mali.e,  did  strike,  cut, 
and  penetrate:  giving  to  the  said  George  Bishop,  then  and  there  with 
the  tomehawk  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  the  head  cf  the  said  Geoige- 
Bishop  six  moi  tal  wounds,  of  the  breadth  of  three  inches,  and  the  depth 
of  three  inches  each,  and  also  giving' to  him,  the  said  George  Bishop, 
then  and  there,  with  the  tomehawk  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  the  breast  of 
the  said  George  Bishop  two  other  mortal  wounds,  each  of  ihc  breach  1> 
of  three  inches,  and  of  the  depth  o:  six  inches:  of  which  mortal  wounds 
the  said  George  Bishop  then  and  there  instantly  Wed.  Ancl  that  the 
said  Negosheek,  and  the  said  Negossum,  at.  the  time  of  committing  the 
last  mentioned  felony  and  murder  aforesaid,  by  trie  said  Negoneby,' in 
manner  and  form  aforesaid,  unlawfully,  feloniously,  wilfully,  purposely 
and  of  their  deliberate  and  premeditated  malice  w ere  present,  aiding, 
sterling,  counselling  and  procuring,  helping,  assisting,  comforting  and 
maintaining  the  said  Negoneby  the  felony  and  murder  last  mentioned 
aforesaid,  in- manner  and  form  aforesaid,  to  do.  commit,  and  perpetrate: 
and  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid.1  cb>  further  say 
that  the  said  Negosheek.  and  the  said  Negoneby.  and  the  said  Negossum, 
him,  the  said  George  Bishop,  then  and  there,  in  manner  and  form 
aforesaid,  feloniously,  unlawfully,  wilfully, purposely,  ana  of  their  de- 
liberate and  premeditated  malice,  did  kill  and  murder,  oontraryjo  the 
form  of  the  statute,  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and'agamst  the 
peace  and  dignity-  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

E.  Lake,  Pros.  Attorney. 

Upon  the  buck  of  which  indictment  appears  the 
following,  to  wit: 

"A  true  bill  Filed  May  term.  1S19." 

Silas  G.  Stroks,  Foreman. 

The  trial  took  place  on  Friday.  Muv  21st.  The 
court-room  was  crowded  to  its  fullest  capacity,  and 
many  who  could  not  gain  access  were  congregated  in 
the  front  yard.  David  Abbott,  of  Avery  (the  old 
county  seat),  and  Samuel  Cowles,  of  Cleveland, 
appeared  as  attorneys  for  the  Indians. 

On  being  arraigned  and  the  indictment  read  and 
interpreted  to  them,  each  plead  “not  guilty,”  and 
demanded  separate  trials. 

Negoneba  was  first  put  upon  trial,  a jury  called  and 
he  informed  of  his  light-  of  challenge,  which  he  at 
.once  exercised  by  rejecting  every  red-headed  man  on 
the  list.  The  jury  finally  selected  and  sworn  were 
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Josiiili  Utunery,  Ezra  Abbott,  W illiam  Watkins,  Syl- 
vester Pomeroy,  William  11.  Beebe,  Samuel  Spencer, 
Moody  Wears,  Daniel  Mack.  Royal  X.  Powers,  Daniel 
Warren,  William  Speers  and  Isaac  Allen. 

The  witnesses  for  the  State  were  Charles  C.  Tapper, 
the  half-breed  Chazee.  Abiather  Shirley.  Barnabas  | 
Meeker,  and  some  others  called  on  minor  matters. 

The  prosecutor  made  no  opening  argument.  ! 
Cowles,  for  the  defense,  read  some  authorities  and  ! 
addressed  the  jury  upon  the  evidence.  Hitchcock, 
for  the  State,  replied,  and  upon  a charge  from  the  i 
court  the  jury  retired,  and  soon  returned  with  a j 
verdict  of  murder  in  the  first  decree. 

“ i 

Negoslieek  was  next  put  upon  trial  before  the  fol-  j 
lowing  jury:  Anthony  Beers,  Samuel  Cochrane,  j 

Beckwith  Cook,  Jacob  Hawhn,  John  Barney,  Samuel 
B.  Carpenter,  Gamaliel  Townsend,  Samuel  B.  Lewis,  ! 
Joseph  Strong,  Jared  Ward,  Joseph  Ozier  and  Levi  j 
Cole.  The  same  witnesses  appeared  for  the  State  as  : 
in  the  first  ease;  and  a like  verdict  was  rendered. 

Negossum,  the  boy,  was  then  put  upon  trial,  but  i 
the  testimony  was  so  clearly  in  his  favor  that  the  j 
prosecutor  declared  he  would  not  further  prosecute  i 
the  indictment  against  him,  and  the  court  ordered  j 
his  discharge. 

Negoneba  and  Negoslieek  were  sentenced  by  the  1 
court  to  he  remanded  to  the  jail  from  whence  they  ! 
came,  and  there  remain  until  the  first  day  of  July  i 
next,  and  from  thence,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  j 
twelve  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  said  day,  be  taken  | 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  the  place  of  execution,  j 
and  then  and  there,  by  said  sheriff,  be  hanged  by  the  j 
neck  until  they  be  dead. 

They  did  not  approve  of  the  sentence  of  hanging, 
and  asked  that  they  might  be  shot,  but  when  they 
fully  realized  that  they  should  surely  be  hung,  they  j 
tried  experiments  upon  each  other;  one  would  lie  j 
down  upon  his  back  and  the  other  would  sit  astride  1 
of  him,  and  with  both  hands  clasped  around  his  neck,  j 
choke  him  until  nearly  gone,  and  then  let  go;  when 
sufficiently  recovered,  he  would  slowly  arise  and 
sagely  shake  his  bead  and  exclaim,  “ugh!  no  good, 
no  good;”  then  they  would  change  places,  and  the 
compliment  be  returned  in  kind,  with  the  same  result;  ! 
it  was  still  “ No  good,  no  good.” 

The  day  of  execution  was  warm  and  sultry.  At  an  j 
early  lmur  pv-ople  began  to  gather  from  far  and  near,  ] 
dressed  in  the  rude  costume  of  those  days;  with  the  1 
men,  “ buckskin  trousers  ” were  common;  and  one  j 
young  man,  who  in  coining  from  Huron  had  got  his  i 
(not  doeskin  cassimere)  “breeches”  thoroughly  wet  | 
iu  passing  a creek,  found  them  stretching  down  to  an 
inconvenient  length;  he  cut  off  enough  to  make  them  ; 
right,  they  continued  to  stretch,  he  cut  them  off  j 
again  and  again;  on  arriving  at  Norwalk  the  hot  sun  i 
began  to  dry  them  and  they  began  to  shrink,  and  1 
kept  on  shrinking  until  the  bottoms-  crawled  op  above  ! 
ids  knees,  and  in  that  plight  he  became  an  object  of  | 
almost  as  much  attention  as  the  two  criminals.  \ 


Seven  or  eight  Indians,  Ottawa',  were  present  at 
the  execution,  some  of  them  being  the  ones  who  had 
assisted  in  their  capture  on  both  occasions. 

The  “ gal los  ” (gallows)  was  erected  on  the  sand 
ridge  just  south  of  Main  street,  on  the  lot  and  neat 
the  site  of  the  residence  of  A.  G.  Post,  Esq.,  next 
west  of  the  Episcopal  cemetery. 

A rifle  company  formed  one  or  two  years  before,  of 
about  one  hundred  men,  under  command  of  Captain 
Heury  Burt,  attended  the  execution  as  a guard,  and 
to  assist  the  civil  authorities. 

Thev  marched  to  the  jail,  and  the  prisoners  having- 
been  dressed  in  their  shrouds,  with  ropes  around 
their  necks,  were  taken  out  by  the  sheriff:  and  placed 
in  a wagon,  and,  escorted  by  the  guard,  taken  to  the 
place  of  execution,  when  being  asked  if  they  had 
anything  to  say,  Negoslieek  spoke  a few  words  in 
broken  English,  but  what  he  said  cannot  now  he 
ascertained. 

After  life  was  extinct  the  bodies  were  placed  in 
coffins. and  buried  at  the  place  of  execution.  The 
civil  officers  and  military  company  then  marched  to 
the  house  of  Capt.  Boalt,  and  were  furnished  a boun- 
tiful repast  by  him,  after  which  a funeral  discourse 
was  preached  bv  the  Rev.  Y\  illiam  Hanford,  a Pres- 
byterian clergyman. 

Before  Negoslieek  was  executed  lie  confessed  the 
murder  of  six  other  white  men,  previous  to  that  of 
Wood  and  Bishop. 

This  was  the  first  important  criminal  trial  in 
Huron  county,  and  the  first  execution  in  Norwalk. 
Since  then  there  has  been  only  one  other  execution 
for  murder  in  Norwalk;  that  of  Bennett  Sc-op  for  the 
murder  of  a peddler  named  Jacob  Goodman  in  Green- 
field township,  on  the  9th  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
1809. 

The  cost  of  the  capture  and  trial  of  the  Indians 
was  a heavy  tax  upon  the  new  settlement,  and  the 
bills  rendered  are  primitive  curiosities.  Some  of  them 
are  here  given  in  the  original  form  and  spelling: 

VOUCHER  No  . 660. 

Huron  County  to  Jennings,  Darling  A:  Co.,  Dr, 


Paid  Sasa Sl~  00 

Cabian 12  00 

Paqahkemann 9 00 

James..  9 00 

Undeno 9 00 

Measseka 9 00 

Ogenee 9 00 

Thunder 4 50 

ST3  30 

Goods  and  provisions  to  Mr.  Tupper  for  going  after  pro- 
perty : 

1 deer  skin SI  50 

15  feet  bed  cord 19 

28>s  lb.  bacon o S 5 

14  lb.  young  hyson  tea 94 

Paid  Indians  for  going  after  property  as  per  order  of  C. 

Tupper: 

l black  silk  handk'f 1 55 

y.j yrd.  calico 31 

2yrd.  ribben 44 

j yrd  plaid ' I ’0 

1 bandana  handk’f - 1 00 

Jennings,  Darling  X Co  . 

Allowed.  Per  Moses  Far  well. 


IUSTOKY  OF  ill  ROS  AX 


:v,  if 


omo. 
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VOUCHER  No.  fiSB. 

May  22.  Huron  county  to  Charles  C.  Tupper,  one  dollar  and  sixty- 


two  A - . cents. 


Charles  C.  Tupper. 


Note.— On  the  back  of  the  voucher  is  the  following. 

Charles  C.  Tupper  deter  to  Enos  Gilbert,  for  liqur  whist  on  gard,  i 
thirteen  shilling  & sixpence  Charles  C Tupper. 

! 

This  claim  was  allowed  by  the  commissioners,  and  entered  on  their  |. 
journal  as  follows: 

To  C.  Tupper,  for  services  ~1  tiit^  j 


a,  Dr 


V OUCHER  645 

• Huron'  County  to  Charles  C.  Tcppe 

My  services  0 days  in  apprehending,  securing  and  delivering  tli> 

Indians  on  the  first  expedition 

Ditto,  ditto,  1 1 days  on  the  second  expedition 1 

Cash  paid  for  expenses  in  pursuit  of  Indians 

Ditto,  to  be  paid  to  Anson  Gray  for  T days  services  in  apprehend- 
ing and  securing  the  Indians  on  first  expedition 

Ditto  ditto,  to  Peter  Mauminin  for  5 days  service  in  apprehend 

ing  and  interpreting  on  first  expedition 

Ditto,  ditto,  Thos.  Demos,  6 days  services  for  ditto,  on  second 

expedition 

Ditto,  ditto,  Wm.  Austin,  6 days  services  for  ditto,  oa  second  ex- 
pedition   

$128  75 

Note. — The  following  addition  to  the  bill  is  in  the  hand-writing 
of  E.  Lane,  then  prosecuting  attorney': 

Two  days  attending  as  guard  2 00 

Charles  C.  Tupper.  attending  the  grand  jury  three  days 1 50 


=36  00 
56  oo  ! 
7 00  i 

10  50 

I 

io  oo  j 

10  25  ' 

9 00  i 


E.  Laxe,  Pros.  Att'ff. 


Vorceer  634. 


May  11.  To  30j.j  lb  bacon,  7 2s 

1 qt.  whisky,  (R  4s 

12.  To  1 qt.  whisky.  % 3s 

Money  paid  Mr.  Printis,  8s 

1 pt.  whisky,  2s;  to  y3  pt.,  Is;  to  1 qt.,  3s 

Whisky  for  your  men,  4s 

13  To  1 qt.  whisky,  3s 

Money  paid  Capn.  Henderson,  9s 

1 qt.  whisky,  3s 

Paid  Joseph  Printis,  8s 

Rope  to  bind  an  Indian,  3s 

14.  To  "2  qts.  whisky 


Voucher  No.  13  drew  numbering) 


To  two  gai.  whisky 

To  two  hired  hands,  thrt-e  days 
To  use  of  boat  same  time. 


County  of  Huron  to  John  B.  Fleming,  Dr. 
To  eleven  days  service  to  pursue,  retake  and  interpret  for  the 

Indian  prisoners,  © 84  per  day 844  00 

Norwalk,  22d  May,  1819  J.  B Flammond.’-* 

“This  is  Flammond  s own  signature  and  shows  the  correct  spelling; 
in  all  the  records  it  is  spelled  wrong. 

Voucher  No.  35  (new  numbering). 

Dr.  The  Honorable  the  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Huron  to  | 
John  B.  Flammond 

I 

2 days  services,  30th  June  and  1st  July,  as  interpreter 84  00  ! 

Note  — This  bill  was  allowed  by  the  commissioners,  and  entered  in 
their  journal  as  follows: 

To  John  B.  Fleming,  for  services  hanging-  Indian 84  00  j 

Voucher  No.  17  (new numbering). 

Swan  Creek,  31th  May.  1819. 

Lieut.  Charles  C.  Tupper  Dr.  to  Matthew  McKelvey.  1 


56J4 

50 


1 00 
75 
50 

i iuy 
375-6 
1 00 
37lk 


814  31 

Lyman  Farwell  pay  Matthew  McKelvey  the  above  amount,  and 
oblige  yours,  Ac.,  it  being  articles  had  on  oar  campaign  after  the  runa- 
way Indians.  Charles  C.  Tupper. 

Note.— The  use  of  the  “necessaries  of  life'’ on  the  campaign  men- 
tioned in  the  above  bill,  were  in  about  the  following  proportion:  One 
quart  of  whisky  to  four  pounds  of  bacon.  Hominy,  potatoes  and  lodg- 
ing were  either  not  necessary,  or  were  thrown  in  as  not  of  sufficient 
accouut  to  be  charged  for. 


Swan  Creek,  18th  May,  1814. 

Mr.  Bolt  Dr.  to  Matthew  McKelvey 

• • ■ ■ 6 00 

1 00 

-10  00 

Matthew  MoK  elvey 


Voucher  661. 

To  charges  in  hunting  Indians. 

Services  in  hunting  

May  22d , 1819. 


County  of  Huron,  Dr,  to  H.  Burt 


Henry  Burt 


Voucher  658. 

County  of  Huron,  to  John  Boalt,  Dr. 

To  nine  clays  services  to  Pursue  Indian  Prisoners,  <5  4$  36  00 

Norwalk,  22d  May,  18)9.  $27  00 

John  Boalt. 

Voucher  357. 

County  of  Huron,  Dr 

to  nine  days  uervises  on  guard  over  the  ingins  a dollar  a 
day  and  night..  Norwalk,  May  the  2*2,  1810 . 

D.  G Raitt  . 

Voucher  624. 

Gentlemen  Commissioners  of  Huron  County  : — J.  G Thayer  has 
served  five  days  as  a Guard  during  this  term  of  Court . 

Lyman  Farwell,  Sheriff 

Norwalk,  May  2*2,  1819. 

$5.00  allowed. 

Voucher  623 

Gentlemen  Commissioners  of  Huron  County: — Calvin  Bares  has 
served  two  days  in  Guarding  Prisoners  during  this  term  of  the  Court. 
May  21st,  1819.  • Lyman  Farwell,  Sheriff. 

200  cts  allowed  by  Commissioners. 

Voucher  659. 

Huron  County  to  Lyman  Harwell,  Df_. 

To  paying  Guard  at  Portland — 4 50 

To  transporting  Prisoners 5 GO 

To  cash  paid  Tupper S 81  •-  812  81 

Norwalk,  May  22.  1819. 

Voucher  641 . 

I,  John  Pumphry,  do  hereby  certify  tnat  John  Hawk  and  myself 
did,  on  the  loth  of  this  instant,  take  up  Negossheek,  one  of  the  Indian 
murders  and  on  the  16th  Instant,  delivered. said  Indian  to  the  Jailor  of 
Huron  County,  for  which  we  the  said  John  Hawk  and  John  Pumphry 
claim  the  Reward  offered  by  the  Sheriff  of  said  county,  it  being  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  Norwalk,  -day  24.  1819. 

John  Humphrey. 

Allowed  on  the  above  25  dollars . 

Voucher  626. 

The  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  is  allowed  Peter  Hitchcock  for  assisting 
in  prosecuting  tire  pleas  of  the  State  in  the  county  of  Huron,  at  the  May 
term,  )S19.  By  order  of  the  Court.  Gforgf  Tod.  Pres't. 

Voucher  635. 

County  of  Huron  to  Samuel  Cowles,  Dr. 

To  assisting  on  the  trial  of  Naugeshek,  Negonefcee  and  Negossum  as 

Counsel  for  prisoners — 825  00 

May  term,  1S1P.  The  above  amount  is  allowed  by  order  of  the  Court 

George  Tod,  Pres't . 

Voucher  No.  36  (new  numbering). 

Allowed  to  Ezra  Abbott: 

July  the  1.  1819  Dr.  the  Comsiissinoers  of  the  County  of  Huron. 

To  building  Gallos M00 

to  two  Coffins  -4  each 8 CO 

to  making  Srowd 1 00 

to  one  shirt.. 1 90 — $21  00 

Voucher  113. 

Huron  County  Dr.  to  Alman  Looms. 

Dr  to  Diging  Grave  for  Indians M DO 

July  1.  1819.  Certified  by  me.  Lyman  Farwell.  Sheriff. 


Vouches  312  (new  numbering). 

May  4th  1819. 

To  bearding  3 India  ns  six  days  ...18  days. 
They  then  escaped. 

Afterwards  Negasset II  days. 

Negunneba 7 days. 

Negassum 4 day's. 

Ro.vlin 8 days. 

Downing . ft  clays. 

To  the  end  of  May  Court .......  . 51  days 

Bu-vlia  avo  weeks.. 

Two  Indians  live  weeks  tour  days 

ac  two  dollars  p week. 


County  of  Hikon.  Dr. 


= 7 weeks  5 Jays. 

2 weeks. 

.11  weeks  t day. 


*29  wee ; 


•lavs. 


* 
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Two  Guards  six  days 1-’  days. 

Two  “ four  days 8 days. 

Four  " seven  days  . 28  days 

Five'  “ two  days 10 days. 


58  days.  — 8 weeks  2 days 

Three  “ five  weeks  three  days 1G  ' 8 “ 

21  weeks  4 days. 

81  >4  weeks  at  2.50  per  week 

8 fit  38 

Criminal 41  8734 

17  5:3 


180  78t4 

for  Lyman  Farwsll.  Sheriff. 

Enos  Gilbert. 

Note. — For  much  of  the  information  contained  in  the  foregoing  ac- 
count of  facts,  scenes  and  incidents  attending  the  murder,  capture, 
trial  and  conviction,  the  writer  is  largely  indebted  to  an  article  pub- 
lished in  tne  Fire-lands  Pioneer  of  June,  1SC5,  page  43.  Also,  to  official 
records  and  files,  and  to  bis  own  memory  of  conversation  between 
■‘Hoc.  Raitt"  and  the  iate  Hallet  Gallup,  in  his  hearing  when  a boy. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  COt'XTY  SEAT. 

In  September  of  18  !d,  Platt  Benedict,  then  of  Dan- 
bury, Connecticut,  came  west  to  prospect  for  a new 
home.  He  stopped  to  see  his  cousin,  Eli  Bough ton, 
then  living  at  Canfield,  Trumbull  countv,  Ohio,  and 
was  there  introduced  to  Elisha  Whittlesey.  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey was  about  starting  for  Huron  count}  with  Judce 
I- odd,  to  attend  the  first  court  soon  to  be  hold  at  the 
“ old  county  seat."  Mr.  Benedict  joined  their  com- 
pany and  came  on  with  them. 

The  first  court  was  held  at  the  house  of  David 
Abbott,  and  there  was  a very  general  dissatisfaction 
expressed  at  the  location,  and  the  propriety  of  select- 
ing another  site  was  freely  discussed.  Some  person 
(whose-  name  cannot  now  be  ascertained)  suggested 
that  there  was  a fine  sand  ridge  in  Norwalk  township 
that  would  make  a good  location. 

Major  Frederick  Folly,  of  Margaretta  township,  was 
one  of  the  parties  present  at  that  court:  and  after 
the  adjournment,  he,  Mr.  V>  hittlesey  and  Mr.  Bene- 
dict, started  to  examine  the  “ sand  ridge’’  with  the 
intention  of  ascertaining  its  desirability  as  a site  for 
the  future  --eat  of  justice,  and  no  doubt  with  some 
speculative  design  in  view.  On  arriving  at  the  place 
of  Abijah  Comstock,  they  invited  him  to  accompany 
thei  i and  act  as  guide.  After  -'‘prospecting’'  the  site 
of  the  future  city  which  loomed,  up  in  their  “minds’ 
eye,”  and  finding  good  water  (which  the  opponents 
of  a change  of  county  seat  asserted  “could  not  be 
had  in  that  barren  sand  ridge”),  they  turned  their 
steps  towards  Cleveland,  and  soon  after  arriving  there, 
drew  up  and  signed  an  agreement,  the  original  of 
which  is  now  in  possession  of  the  writer,  and  is  as 
follows: 

This  Agreement,  made  this  the  30th  day  of  October,  1815.  by  and 
between  Frederick  Faliy,  Plutt  Benedict  and  Elisha  Whittlesey,  wit- 
nesseth  that  they  have,  and  by  these  presents  do  covenant,  and  agree 
to  and  with  each  other,  to  purchase  so  much  of  the  fourth  section,  in 
the  town  of  Norwalk,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  as  is  for  sale,  belonging 
co  EU  Starr,  Ithainev  Canfield  and  Betsey  CanficM.  Win.  Taylor  aiid 
Abigail  Taylor.  John  Dodd  and  the  heirs  of  Ephraphus  W.  Bud:  and  if 
the  whole  of  their  rights  in  said  section  cannot  be  purchased,  then  tiiey 
agree  tc  purchase  so  much  of  each  of  the  above  proprietors  as  can  be 
procured,  and  to  pay  therefor  at  such  price,  and  on  such  terms  of 


Three  old  shirts 1.50 

10,W  11  candles  at  8s.  fid  . . . 3.88 

Meal-  for  extra  Guards 5.00 

14  meals  for  seven  Indians  . 3.50 
W liisky  to  dress  the  wounds 
of  the  Indians  ami  extra 
Guards  4ig  Gallons 4.25 

Ending  .July  1st  1810.  817.53 

$120.78. 
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payment  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  person  making  such  purchase,  in 
the  following  proportions,  to  wit;  The  said  Frederick  Faliy  one-fourth 
of  the  purchase  money,  (lie  said  Platt  Benedict,  one-fourth,  and  the 
said  Elisha  Whittlesey,  one-naif  of  the  purchase  money.  Ii  is.  however, 
mutually  agreed  that  if  Mathew  B.  Whittlesey  and  Moss  White,  or  either 
of  them  if  both  do  not  consent  and  agree  to  become  partners  in  the 
purchase,  may  one  or  either  of  them  be  permitted  to  take  ore-fourth 
of  the  purchase,  which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  proportion  agreed 
above  to  be  taken  by  the  said  E.  Whittlesey,  or.  their  agreeing  if 
both  consent,  or  on  either  of  them  agreeing  if  only  one  consents,  to 
become  part  proprietors  in  the  purchase,  to  be  bound  by  the  cove- 
nants which  bind  each  of  the  above  contracting  parties,  which  shall 
be  evidenced  by  expressing  the  intention  in  signing  these  covenants, 
with  appropriate  and  fit  words  to  bind  him  or  them  to  each  of  the 
above  contracting  parties,  in  which  case  each  of  us  hereby  agree  to 
become  bound  to  him  or  them,  as  we  shall  be  to  each  other  in  these 
covenants.  We  further  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  each  other, 
that  on  effecting  the  put  chase  aforesaid,  or  a part  thereof,  in  case  the 
same  shall  include  a suitable  site  for  a town,  today  out  a plat  of  ground 
suitable  in  extent  to  the  object  in  view;  and  in  case  the  seat  of  justice 
is  removed  from  where  it  is  now  established  in  the  county  of  Huron, 
on  to  the  lands  which  may  be  purchased  in  said  section  as  above;  or  if 
the  legislature  should  appoint  a committee  to  view  for  a suitable  place 
to  which  tc  remove  the  seat  of  justice  to.  that  such  part  and  proportion 
of  said  plat  shall  and  may  be  offered  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
county,  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed 
on  by  a majority  of  the  pn  prietors  voting-  by  the  interest  each  one  may 
have,  the  least  share  counting  one  vote,  and  to  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  quantum  of  interest,  in  case  that  quantum. shall  double  to  the  least, 
share,  and  so  on  in  the  same  ratio. 

It  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed,  to  dispose  of  right  to  the  plat 
to  the  best  advantage,  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  lie  thought  advisable,  to  be  agreed  on  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  above  covenanted  in  case  any  difference  of  opinion  should 
exist.  W e further  covenant  and  agree  to  lay  off  the  residue  of  the  land 
into  suitable  outlets  and  farms,  and  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  nest 
advantage  for  those  concerned;  and  whereas  some  one  or  more  of  the 
contracting  parties  may  wish  to  reside  on  some  parts  of  said  land,  it  is 
further  agreed  mat  a preference  shall  be  giveu  to  such  in  the  selection 
cf  suitable  quantity  of  land,  or  such  lots  as  be  or  they  may  choose, 
paying  therefor  such  price  as  the  same  lots  would  sell  fur  in  market; 
and  whereas  it  is  doubtful  in  whose  name  a deed  or  contract  may  be 
given,  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  that  the  person  in  whose 
name  the  contract  is  executed,  01  to  whom  the  deeds  may  be  given, 
shall,  prior  to  disposing  of  any  of  said  lauds,  bind  himself  in  suitable 
bonds,  payable  to  the  other  proprietors,  for  the  faithful  accounting  for 
all  moneys  received,  and  paying  over  the  same  to  the  other  proprietors 
in  the  proportion  they  may-own  whenever  thereunto  required.  Each  of 
the  contracting  parties  binds  himself  to  the  other,  and  each  of  them 
to  bear  the  proportionable  part  of  the  expense  that  may  be  incurred  in 
procuring  an  article  or  a title  for  the  above  lauds,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  can  be  purchased.  The  intention  of  the  contracting  parties  being  to 
erect  and  build  a town  on  some  part  of  the  above  lands,  if  purchased,  it 
is  agreed  that  each  one  is  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to 
procure  settlers  and  promote  the  settlement.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
no  one  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  sell  out  his  interest  in  said  pur- 
chase to  any  person,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  other 
proprietors. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  and  to 
triplicates  hereof,  which  are  delivered  to  each  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties the  day  and  year  above  written,  viz;  October  30th,  1815. 

Frederick.  Ballet,  [l.  s.J 

Platt  Benecict,  [i„  s.] 

E.  Whittlesey,  |l.  s.J 


Upon  the  execution  of  the  foregoing  contract  it 
| was  arranged  that  Mr.  Benedict  should  return  to 
| Connecticut  and  effect  the  purchases  contemplated, 

1 upon  the  best  terms  attainable;  and  he  at  once  started, 

| taking  the  following  letter,  addressed  by  Elisha 
Whittlesey  to  his  brother,  Mathew  B.  Whittlesey,  of 
; Danbury,  Connecticut,  explaining  the  foregoing  c-on- 
! tract,  and  soliciting  his  co-operation: 

Cleveland,  October  31.  3815. 

Dear  Brother:  You  will  perceive  by  contract  in  the  possession  of 
Sir.  Benedict,  that  he,  Major  FaJly,  and  myself,  des  ign  purchasing  a rract 
! of  land  lying  in  the  fourth,  section  of  the  town  of  Norwalk.  By  this 
map  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  situation  of  the  laud  among  the  .severa ! 
, owners  Mr.  Benedict  will  inform  you  of  the  prospect  of  moving  the 
! seat  of  justice.  The  tract  of  land  is  a valuable  one  end  can  sue-n.  br 
- disposed  of,  even  if  we  should  fail  in  the  obi-.-ct  ue  nave  in  view 

The  site  on  this  tract,  owned  by  Starr  and  Canfield,  is  hand-- -me  as 
t any  one  I ever  saw.  Mr.  Benedict  will  descend  into  particulars,  as  also 


. 
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of  the  laud  adjoining.  We  should  be  happy  of  having  you  join,  and 
Col.  Moss  White,  if  consistent,  otherwise  the  parts  reserved  will  be  dis- 
posed of  here.  We  wish  your  assistance  in  making  this  purchase,  and 
leave  it  tor  you,  Mr.  Benedict  and  Mr.  White  to  devise  the  most  eligible 
plan.  If  the  deed  is  taken  in  the  names  of  a part  of  the  proprietors,  it 
is  expected  that  suitable  covenants  will  be  entered  into  to  secure  the 
others  in  t ;e  participation  of  the  profits  of  the  contracts.  It  will  be- 
come necessary  that)  those  who  reside  here  have  the  disposal  of  the  lots, 
and  lie  able  to  give  titles,  or  otherwise  you  will  perceive  the  business 
would  be  much  procrastinated  and  embarrassed.  The  price  of 'land  in 
the  unsettled  towns  adjoining  is  from  one  dollar  to  two  dollars  and  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  We  have  not  proscribed  Mr.  Benedict 
as  to  the  price,  but  wish  the  purchase  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 
If  contract  cannot  be  made  with  Starr  r.nd  Canfield  we  propose  to 
purchase  so  much  as  they  will  sell,  provided  they  come  in  and  are 
bound  with  the  rest  of  us,  for  the  building  the  town.  But  we  do 
not  wish  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  unless  the  business  is  so 
arranged  that,  lauds  can  be  disposed  of  with  a certainty  of  having  the 
title,  when  requested,  made  to  the  purchaser.  Major  Fally  is  a man 
of  respectability,  business  aud  honor,  and  well  calculated  to  be  engaged 
in  business  of  this  kind.  You  will  perceive  that  much  confidence  must 
be  reposed  in  each  other  until  such  time  as  the  title  is  procured  and  du- 
plicate convenauts  signed  for  the  security  of  each  proprietor.  Unless 
Starr  and  Canfield  sell,  they  need  not  Hatter  themselves  of  the  seat  of 
justice,  for  these  are  other  places  which  will  be  favored. 

Since  writing  the  above  Mr  Benedict  and  Fally  wish  the  title  to  be 
vested  ultimately  in  me  Of  that  do  as  you  shall  judge  best  Mr.  Ben- 
edict v,  ill  inform  you  of  the  health  of  mv  family,  Ac.  In  haste, 

Yours  affectionately.  E.  Whittlesey . 


The  following  memoranda  appear  on  the  back  of 
this  letter,  in  the  handwriting  of  Platt  Benedict, 
showing  his  disbursements  while  on  the  trip  to  make 
the  purchase  contemplated  by  the  contract: 


EXVEXSES  BY  PLATT  BENEDICT. 


Nov.  19.  2 days  to  New  Milford,  and  expense  for  horse,  Etc.  f t 50 

Jan . 25.  i day  to  New  Milford  ana  expense 2 50 

March  27.  To  1 day  ami  expenses  to  New  Miiford 2 50 

To  postage  of  3 letters  l 12>4 

April  -3.  Cash  paid  Col . Taylor 10  00 

do.  do.  do.  do 10  00 

■ Postage  on  tetter 25 


j-29  87!4 

3foss  White  paid  do 15  00 

31.  B.  Whittlesey  do 18  00 

Moss  White  paid  K th  July 25  00 

59  00 

P.  Benedict  paid  do 15  00 


■i  days  going  to  New  Milford  to  complete  the  business,  Ac., 
expenses  with  Mrs.  Bull 


;52  3?v, 


Amount  of  expense  and  cash  paid  by  P.  Benedict  as  above,  26  87f.j 

Cash  paid  by  1'.  Benedict  15  00 

do  fer  expense 7 50 


April  3,  1815. — Contracted  with  Wm.  Taylor  for  552  acres  in  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  for  61,210.  Paid  him  f 10.  Piatt  Benedict,  Matthew  B.  Whittlesey, 
Moss  White  notes  as  follows:  one  note  on  demand  to  Eli  Mygatt.  for 
$40  f 1— one  to  Col.  Taylor,  sixty  days,  $255-  one  for  $450,  one  j car  front 
date  -one  for  8450,  two  years  from  date. 

15th  Nov.,  1S15.— P.  Benedict  cote  on  demand  for  $406 — one  note  for 
S406  payable  one  year  from  date — one  for .?  !D5  payable 2 years  from  date 
— and  one  of  8400  payable  3 years  from  date. 

Matthew  B.  Whittlesey  and  Moss  White,  July  9th. — Paid  on  the  note  on 
demand  $40~$2o  paid  by  31.  White  and  $15  by  P:  Benedict. 


Mr.  Benedict,  having  left  Cleveland  on  or  about 
October  31,  on  horseback,  reached  Danbury  in  eleven 
days,  making  an  average  daily  ride  of  over  fi'ftv  miles, 
and,  on  the  15th  of  November,  went  to  New  Milford, 
sixteen  miles  distant,  and  commenced  negotiations 
with  Colonel  William  Taylor,  who,  “in  right  of  his 
wife,”  held  part  of  the  desired  land.  After  several  such 
trips,  he  at  length,  on  April  3.,  181(3,  concluded  a 
contract  with  him  for  five  hundred  and  sixt'-two 
acres,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ten  dollars.  This  purchase  covered  the  land  upon 
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| which  all  of  the  original  town  plat  of  Norwalk  east  of 
| Hester  street  was  afterwards  laid  out.  Eight  huu  - 
| dred  and  twelve  acres  were  also  purchased  of  Mrs. 

Policy  Bull  for  two  dollars  per  acre.  This  land  lies 
! east  of  the  Taylor  tract,  and  all  of  the  cast  part  of 
i the  present  village  south  of  the  section  line  is  built 
| upon  it.  The  Taylor  tract  was  part  of  the  claim  of 
j fire  sufferer,  Ezra  Starr:  and  the  Poliev  Bull  tract 
| was  part  of  claim  of  lire  sufferer,  John  McLean. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  \\  hit- 
tlesey,  in  his  letter  to  his  brother  above  given,  Mathew 
B.  Whittlesey  and  E.  Moss  White  entered  into  the 
enterprise  and  joined  with  Mr.  Benedict  in  giving 
notes  for  the  purchase  price  of  the  lands,  as  fully 
appears  by  many  papers  in  the  writer's  possession. 

On  April  8,  1810,  Colonel  Wm.  Taylor  executed  a 
i deed  of  the  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  acre  tract  to 
1 Elisha  Whittlesev:  and.  on  June  8,  1810,  Mm.  Bull 

t 

| executed  a deed  of  the  eight  hundred  and  twelve  acre 
tract  to  the  same  party.  The  reason  of  these  deeds 
j being  executed  to  Mr.  Whittlesey  is  fully  explained  in 
j his  foregoing  letter.  On  the  execution  of  the  deeds 
: they  were  at  once  sent  oil  to  Mr.  "Whittlesey,  and  he 
j soon  after  came  on.  and,  after  consulting  Major  Tn- 
| . derhill,  emploved  Almond  Buggies  as  a surveyor  to 
i run  out  a portion  of  the  land  into  village  lots  and  plat 
i the  same.  On  October  1C,  1816.  the  survey  and  plat 
j having  been  completed,  Mr.  Whittlesey  signed  and 
j acknowledged  the  plat  before  Jabez  Wright,  associate 
! judge,  and  the  same  day  it  was  received  for  record 
j and  recorded  in  volume  one  of  records  of  deeds  on 
i page  seventeen,  by  Ichabod  Marshall,  recorder.  The 
j instrument  recorded  with  the  plat  contains  the  fol- 
| lowing  dedication:  “ Lot  thirteen  is  given  for  a site 

i to  build  a court  house,  lot  twelve  a meetinghouse,  lot 
| one  for  an  academy  or  college,  and  lot  twenty-four  for 
i a goal” — evidently  meaning  gaol,  or  jail.  The  court 
; house  and  jail  now  stand  on  lot  thirteen,  the  Metho- 

i ' 

i dist  Church  on  lot  twelve,  Whittlesey  Academy  on  lot 
j one.  and  the  Parker  Block  on  lot  twenty-four. 

From  the  fact  that  the  gift  of  these  lots  appears 
I upon  the  records  in  the  name  of  Elisha  Whittlesey 
i alone,  the  impression  long  since  sprang  up  in  this 
| community  that  to  him  only  belonged  the  credit  of 
i the  grant.  The  foregoing  contract  and  Mr.  Whittle- 
| sen's  letter  to  his  brother,  with  the  other  faces  stated 
I in  this  history  fully  disprove  the  correctness  of  that 
j impression.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  in  executing  that,  dodi- 
! cation,  and  having  it  recorded,  acted  in  fact  as  a 
: trustee  for  himself,  M.  B.  Whittlesey,  E.  M.  White 
i and  Platt  Benedict,  and  they  deserve  the  credit 
! jointly  with  him. 

Frederick  Faliey,  living  in  Margaretta  township, 
never  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract  by  advancing 
: any  part  of  the.  purchase  money,  nor  of  the  expenses, 
and  was  ipiietly  dropped  out. 

On  September  b,  1817,  Mr.  Benedict  arrived  in 
Norwalk  township  with,  his  family,  and  finding  his 
house,  which  he  had  put  up  in  tin*  spring  of  1817. 
i burned  to  the  ground,  at  once  erected  another  one  ui 
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the  same  site,  and  on  November  4,  1S17,  commenced 
work  clearing,  as  appears  by  the  following  entries 
selected  from  his  account  book,  now  in  possession  of 


the  writer: 

1817.  — Nov.  4.  To  4 days  and  team  clearing  out  road  on  ridge. . . S3. 00 

1818.  — May  0.  To  1 gall,  whisky  for  hands  clearing  ground 1.50 

“ To  4 days  clearing  ground  for  county  seat 4.00 


Then  some  change  stem-  to  have  been  decided  upon 
in  the  arrangement  and  plan  of  the  plat;  as  a result. 
four  of  the  eight  two  rod  alleys,  between  the  present 
Benedict  avenue  and  Medina  street,  were  vacated, 
and  the  arrangement  of  lots  changed  to  correspond, 
and  as  thus  changed , it  now  remains;  but  no  record 
was  ever  made  of  that  change,  and  as  the  old  plat 
recorded  in  1816  is  the  only  one  upon  the  county  re- 
cords, title  searchers  are  puzzled-,  at  this  day,  to  ac- 
count for  the  wide  variance  between  the  recorded  and 
the  actual  plat. 

The  writer  has  found  among  the  papers  of  Platt 
Benedict,  an  ancient,  much  worn  map  of  the  present  ! 
actual  plat,  but  there  is  no  endorsement  upon  it  i 
showing  by  whom,  or  when  it  war  made.  A fair  copy  j 
of  it  is  now  in  possession  of  E.  S.  Boughton,  present  j 
recorder  of  deeds. 

The  following  entries,  also  taken  from  the  account  | 
book  of  Mr.  Benedict,  give  a little  more  light  upon  j 
this  change: 

1818. — June  15.  To  1 clay  surveying  and  laying  out  town  plot SI -25 

" To  boarding  surveyor  and  hand  1 day  each 75  I 

j 

This  strange  omission  in  not  having  the  changed  j 
plat  recorded,  might,  long  years  ago,  have  been  seized  j 
upon  as  a pretext  for  vexatious  litigation,  but  the 
statutes  of  repose  have  long  since  thrown  their  pro- 
tecting mantle  over  it. 

In  the  year  1817,  schemes  were  devised,  and  plans 
perfected  foi  accomplishing  the  second  step  in  this 
campaign  for  the  capture  of  the  county  seat.  Peti- 
tions were  circulated,  and  the  result  shows  they  must 
have  been  quite  generally  signed. 

In  the  mean  time,  a number  of  men  of  energy  j 
and  public  spirit  had  come  in,  and  settled  upon  the  j 
new  town  plat-,  and  by  the  spring  of  1818,  it  began 
to  assume  the  dignity  of  a village.  A subscription  j 
paper  was  circulated  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection  of  1 
county  buildings,  and  several  hundred  debars  were 
raised.  Almond  Ruggles  was  employed  to  go  to 
Columbus  in  January,  ISIS,  with  the  petitions  for 
removing  the  county  seat,  and  "lobby’''  a bill  through  j 
the  legislature;  this  he  did  successfully,  and  was  paid  | 
for  that  service  as  appears  by  the  following  receipt, 
the  original  of  which  is  now  in  possession  of  Miner 
Cole,  Esq.: 

Received  of  Peter  Tice  an-!  PlStt  Benedict,  one  hundred  dollars  for 
services  rendered  in  going  to  Columbus,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  I 
question  as  to  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  to  Norwalk,  at  the  ! 
request  of  those  interested.  almond  Rcggi.es. 

The  bill  passed  by  the  legislature,  appointed  a i 
commission  of  three  persons  *•  to  view  the  present 
and  such  other  site*  ibv  scats  of  justice,  as  might  be  | 
shown  to  them  in' the  county  of  Huron,” , and  also 
charged  the  commission  with  the  duty  of  appraising  . 


the  damage  which  those  who  had  purchased  property 
at  the  old  county  seat  would  sutler  by  the  removal 
of  it. 

At  the  time  appointed  for  a meeting  of  the  com 
missioners,  only  two  were  present.  The  following 
places  were  applicants  for  the  location",  viz.:  Abbott’s 
place  in  Eldridge  (Berlin);  Milan.  Abiiah  Comstock’s 
place  on  section  two  of  this  town;  Gibbs  and  Lock- 
wood’s  Corners  (now  Ailing’s  Corners),  Norwalk  vil- 
lage, Monroeville,  Widow  Parker’s  (on  the  west  side- 
of  Huron  river  opposite  Milan),  and  Sandusky  City. 
The  commission  proceeded  to  view  all  the  proposed 
sites,  selected  Norwalk,  and  appraised  the  damages 
of  the  several  property  owners  at  the  old  site  at  a 
total  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  facts,  will  more  fully  appear 
by  reference  ro  the  following  bond  which  explains 
itself,  and  which  was,  no  doubt,  an  important  factor 
in  determining  the  action  of  the  commission: 

Know  all  men  ey  these  presents.  That  we,  Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Platt  Benedict,  as  principals,  and  David  Underhill,  Levi  Cole,  refer 
Tice  and  Daniel  Tilden.  as  sureties,  are  firmly  bound  and  obligated  to 
Abijab  Comstock,  treasurer  of  the  county  cf  Huron,  and  his  successors 
in  said  office,  and  to  Ebenezer  Merry.  Ephraim  Quiruby,  Frederick  W . 
Fowler,  Lyman  Fay.  Iehabod  Marshall,  Richmond  Rhodes,  Othniel 
Fields  and  Joseph  Kairns,  in  the  penal  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
to  the  payment  of  which  sum  we  hereby  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  and 
executors,  firmly  by  these  presents,  signed  with  our  hands,  and  sealed 
with  our  seals,  this,  the  eighth  day  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  In  presence  of. 

The  condition  of  this  bond  is  such  that,  whereas  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  passed  a law  appointing  Abraham  Tappan.  Wil- 
liam Wetmore.  and  Elias  Lee,  commissioners  to  view  the  present,  and 
such  other  sites  for  seats  of  justice  as  might  be  shown  to  them  in  the 
county  of  Huron,  and  to  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  removing  said  seat  of  justice  for  said  county;  and  whereas, 
the  said  commissioners,  by  said  act,  are  to  appraise  the  damage  that 
each  person  might  sustain  who  had  purchased  in  the  present  seat  of 
justice  in  and  for  said  county;  and.  whereas,  the  said  Abraham  Tap- 
pan,  and  William  Wetmore,  two  of  said  committee,  have  attended  to 
the  duties  of  their  appointment,  and  have  assessed  to  the  said  Ebenezer 
Merry,  and  Ephraim  Quimby,  damage  to  the  amount  cf  two  thousand, 
two  hundred  dollars;  to  Lyman  Fay,  damage  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  Frederick  W.  Fowler,  damage  to  the  amount  of 
six  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  Richmond  Rhodes,  damage  to  the 
amount  of  sixty  dollars:  Iehabod  Marshall,  damage  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  Othniel  Fields,  damage  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  dollars:  to  Joseph  Kairns,  damage  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  dollars. 

. And.  whereas,  aisoby  said  act.  the  damage  so  assessed,  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  several  sufferers  within  two  years:  and,  whereas,  also  the  devia- 
tions heretofore  subscribed  for  public  buildings,  or  a sum  equal  thereto 
are  to  be  paid  within  one  year.  Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this 
bond  is  such  that  if  the  said  commissioners  shall  fix  the  seat  of  justice 
on  the  town  plat  of  Norwalk,  and  the  said  obligors  do  not  pay  to  the  said 
treasurer,  or  his  said  successor  in  said  office,  for  the  use  of  |the  county, 
a sum  equal  to  the  present  amount  of  donations  for  public  buildings, 
within  one  year  from  this  date,  or  L the  said  obligors  do  not  pay  the 
said  Ebenezer  Merry,  and  Ephraim  Quimby,  the  said  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars:  to  the  said  Lyman  Fay,  the  said  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  to  the  said  Frederick  W.  Fowler,  the  said 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  eighty  dollars:  to  the  said  Richmond  Rhodes, 
the  said  sum  of  sixty  dollars;  to  the  said  Iehabod  Marshall,  the  said 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  to  the  said  Othniel  Fields,  the 
said  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars;  to  the  said  Joseph  Kairns.  the  said 
sum  of  one  hr.udr-.-d  dollars,  within  two  years  from  this  dale,  then  this 
bond  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  andeffecr;  but  if  the  seveial  sums  of 
money  above  mentioned  be  paid  as  above  stipulated.’  then  this  bond  to 
be  null  and  void. 

Elisha  -Whittlesey.  'l.s  j 

Platt  Benedict,  ! i. . s, j 

Witness:  David  Underhill.  [l.s  ] 

David  -Abbott.  Levi  Cole.  [l.sJ 

Be.\J . W.  Abbott.  Daniel  Tilden.  Il.s.J 

F’stlh  Tics.  ;l  s.j 

Note.— Copied  from  journalof  Common  Pleas  Court  of  May  tern..  1818. 
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Tin*  locution  having  been  settled,  Mr.  Whittlesey 
proposed  to  deed  the  entire  town  plat,  except  lots  j 
number  one.  twelve,  thirteen  and  twenty-tour,  to  cer-  | 
tain  individuals  if  they  would  relieve  him  from  his  ! 
liability  on  the  foregoing  bond.  His  proposition  was  ! 
accepted,  and  on  May  30.  181 S,  they  executed  to  him  j 
the  following  bond  of  indemnity: 

Know  all  men  ur  these  presents,  That  we,  David  Underhill,  Peter  j 
Tice,  Levi  Cole,  Platt  Benedict  and  Daniel  Tilden,  of  Huron  county,  I 
are  held  and  stand,  firmly  bound  unto  Elisha  Whittlesey  in  the  penal  j 
sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  to  the  payment  of  which  we  bind  our- 
selves. our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents.  I 
Signed  with  ojir  hands  and  sealed  with  our  seals  this,  the  thirtieth  day  j 
<if  Mav,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen 

The  condition  of  this  bond  is  such  that  whereas  the  said  Elisha  Whit.  ■ 
t’.esey,  heretofore  a:  our  request,  became  bound  as  principal  in  a certain  ! 
bond  executed  by  him  to  Abijah  Comstock,  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Huron  aforesaid  and  his  successors  in  said  office,  in  the  penal  sunt  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  three  thousand  J 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  to  certain  individuals 
therein  named,  being  the  damages  assessed  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the 
appraisal  of  Abranam  Tappan  and  William  Wetinoce,  commissioners  j 
appointed  >•>  remove  the  seat  of  justice  in  Huron  county;  and,  also,  i 
having  ttiis  further  condition  that  the  donation  should  be  kept  good  for  j 
the  benefit  of  the  county  aforesaid,  reference  being-  had  to  said  bond  j 
returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  by  him  I 
entered  on  tht-  journal  of  said  court. 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  said  David  Underhill.  Peter  Tice,  Levi  Cole,  | 
Platt  Benedict  am!  Daniel  Tilden,  shall  exonerate  and  save  harmless  the 
said  Elisha  Whittlesey  from  all  suits,  legal  liabilities  and  costs  of.  in  j 
and  concerning  said  bond,  by  performing  the  conditions  therein  con. 
tainert,  as  they  severally  become  due,  then  this  bond  to  be  void  and  of  I 
no  effect,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  fill!  force  and  effect. 

Signed  and  sealed  the  day  and  year  above. 

David  Underhill,  [l.s.]  i 

In  presence  of  Peter  Tice,  [l.s,] 

Natha;.  Strong,  Levi  Cole,  [l.s.] 

C S.  Kai.E,  Platt  Benedict,  [l.s  ] 

Daniel  Tilden.  [l.s.] 

Note.— Copied  from  the  original,  now  in  possession  of  Miner  Cole, Esq. 

The  foregoing  bond  having  been  executed  May  30,  j 
1818,  on  June  8,  1818,  Mr.  Whittlesey  executed,  in  J 
favor  of  the  parties  who  signed  said  bond,  a deed  of  > 
lots  from  one  to  forty-eight,  being  the  whole  of  Nor-  j 
walk  town  plat,  except  public  lots  one,  twelve,  thir- 
teen and  twenty-four,  which- is  recorded  in  volume  II,  i 
of  Huron  c-ounty  record  of  deeds,  at  page  415. 

These  parties  afterwards  fulfilled  their  obligations  i 
assumed  in  the  two  bonds,  and  in  1830  partitioned  j 
the  lots  among  themselves  by  a joint  deed,  which  is  | 
recorded  in  volume  II,  of  Huron  county  record  of  J 
deeds,  at  page  8S4. 

At  a meeting  of  the  comity  commissioners  on  ! 
October  31.  18! 8,  the  following  resolution  was  passed:  i 

Ordered,  By  the  commissioners,  that  notice  be  given  that  the  eommis-  j 
sioners  will,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December'  next,  receive  proposals  j 
for  the  building  cf  a court-house,  forty  by  thirty  feet,  and  a jaii 

Previous  to  that,  however,  and  upon  the  consunra-  J 
lion  of  the  bargain  between  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  the  i 
five  who  bad  executed  the  foregoing  bond,  the  latter  j 
had  commenced  the  erection  of  a court  house,  under  ! 
a contract  with  William  Gallup  as  builder,  and  had  it  ; 
so  far  completed  that  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Goto-  ' 
her,  1818,  the  first  term  of  rite  court  at  the  “ new 
county  seat”  was  held  in  it. 

On  Monday.  December  T,  ISIS,  the  commissioners 
caused  the  following  entry  to  be  made  in  their  ; 
journal : 

“ Commissioners  purchased  a building  of  David  . 
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Underhill  & Co.,  for  a court  house,  for  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars,  which  is  to 
apply  on  their  donations  given  at  the  sand  ridge, 
except  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  to  he 
allowed  to  William  Gallup." 

The  original  subscription  papers  for  the  county- 
seat  fund  cannot  now  be  found,  and  it  is  therefore 
impossible  to  determine  whether  the  three  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  dollars,  above  applied  “on  their 
donations  given  at  the  sand  ridge,"  was  the  amount, 
or  part  of  the  amount,  of  the  individual  subscrip- 
tions of  the  five,  composing  “David  Underhill  & Co," 
but  as  the  subscriptions  were  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  county , it  is  most  probable  that  the  papers  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  county  officers  for  collection,  and 
that  by  the  above  application  they  collected  the  whole 
or  a part  of  the  individual  donations  of  Underhill, 
Tice,  Cole,  Benedict  and  Tilden,  and  paid  Gallup  his 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  balance  due  on  build- 
ing, in  county  orders  (which  another  part  of  their 
journal  shows),  trusting  to  further  collections  to  meet 
the  orders. 

At  a meeting  of  the  commissioners,  held  March 
2,  1819,  they  caused  the  following  entry  to  be  made 
in  their  journal: 

“Contracted  with  Platt  Benedict  to  build  a jail, 
twenty-four  by  forty-six,  two  stories,  for  the  sum  of 
twelve  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars." 

This  contract  was  sub-let  to  Hallet  Gallup,  and  on 
August  8,  1819,  the  commissioners  caused  the  follow- 
ing entry  to  be  made  in  their  journal: 

“Commissioners  agreed  to  accept  the  jail  from 
Hallet  Gallup,  and  have  deducted  twenty  dollars 
from  the  contract,  for  work  which  remains  unfinished, 
and  have  paid  the  balance,  with,  this  proviso:  the  said 
Gallup  claims  that  he  has  done  some  extra  work, 
which  the  contract  and  custom  does  not  require, 
which  question  the  said  Gallup  and  the  commissioners 
have  agreed  to  submit  to  some  disinterested  judges, 
and  abide  their  decree.  Said  decision  to  be  submitted 
toS.  Benton,  Timothy  Baker  and  Frederick  Forsyth.." 

The  contract  price  of  this  jail  was  paid  in  county 
orders,  the  commissioners  probably  reiving  upon  the 
collection  of  donation  subscriptions  to  meet  them. 

The  old  court  house  was  removed  many  years  ago, 
to  give  place  to  the  present  brick  structure,  and  now 
stands  in  all  its  original  “beauty"  on  Whittlesey  avenue, 
and  is  the  present  “Central  Hotel." 

The  old  jail  was  removed  in  la  12,  to  stive  place  to 
the  present  Parker  Block,  and  now  stands  < n Rule 
street,  north  side,  between  Huron  and  Wooster  street-, 
as  a dwelling  house.  It,  however,  had  not  been  used 
as  a jail  since  about  1837. 

FIRST  POST  OFFICE. 

Up  to  August,  1810,  the  new  settlers  received  and 
sent  their  mail  from  the  post  office  at  Huron.  Tins 
was  so  inconvenient  that  Maj.  . Underbid,  meeting 
Judge  Reggies  one  day,  represented  to  him  the  diffi- 
culty and  anno vance  of  carrying  on  correspondence 
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witli  the  east.  Haggles  replied:  ‘‘Find  a postmaster, 
and  I will  write  to  the  department  and  have  the 
appointment  made."  Dr.  Joseph  Pearce  was  selected, 
Ruirgles  fulfilled  his  promise,  and  the  appointment 
was,  in  due  time,  made,  and  received  as  a ray  of  light 
penetrating  into  an  oppressive  darkness.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  a letter  written  by  Harriet  Underhill, 
to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Horace  Morse,  in  Herkimer,  New 
York,  refers  to  this  appointment.  The  letter  is  dated 
“Ridgefield,  August  0,  1810." 

After  referring  to  family  matters,  the  writer  says: 
“Ma  wishes  you  to  write  and  let  us  know  when  you 
are  coming  out  here.  Perhaps  you  think  of  taking 
us  by  surprise,  but  do  not  think  of  that,  for  we  shall 
hear  all  the  news  that  is  stirring,  for  this  day  a post 
office  has  been  established  here,  and  Dr.  Pearce  is 
postmaster.  Please  direct  your  letters  to  Norwalk 
Post  Office." 

This  office  was  kept  at  the  house  of  Levi  Cole  (Ben- 
jamin Newcomb’s  second  house),  on  the  present  Miner 
Cole  farm,  until,  in  July,  ISIS,  when  Mr.  Pearce 
resigned  and  his  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  total  business  done  by  the  office,  while  held  by 
Dr.  Pearce,  is  shown  by  the  following  statement  of 
account  made  out  at  Washington.,  at  that  time,  and 
found  among  the  papers  of  Platt  Benedict,  now  in 
possession  of  the  writer: 


Joseph  m::; 


Ssq.,  lp.te  Postmaster,  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  account  with 
tl;s  General  Post  office. 


Dr. 

on  his  pose  office  ac  t. 


C'r 


To  b.ii,  d 
Fxom 

August  22xo  October  1,  1816, 
October  1 to  Dec.  31,  " 
January  1 to  April  3, 1817, 
April  1 to  July  1,  " 

July  .1  to  October  1.  “ 

October  1 to  Dec.  31.  " 
January  l to  April  1.  ISIS. 

April  1 to  July  1,  “ 

Balance 


1 . 85 
3.73 
8.02 
33.S8 
11.61 
11.09 
90 

20.21 

5.S5 

78  00 


1817 

January  29.  By  Cash . 

ISIS 

May  ll,  By  Cash 

1819 

January  1,  By  Draft  in  favor 

David  Abbott  72.00 


$ 5.00 


.00 


.00 


FIRST  VILLAGE  POST  OFFICE. 


but  burned  down  early  in  September  of  that  year, — 
these  two  being  the  first  houses  erected  within  the 
present  corporate  limits  of  Norwalk. 

The  office  was  at  once  removed  by  Mr.  Benedict  to 
his  residence,  and  the  first  post  office  m the  village 
was  there  opened  and  kept  until  1819;  and  the  first 
mail  brought  only  one  letter  and  one  newspaper.  In 
that  year  Mr.  Benedict  erected  and  moved  into  his 
“splendid  new  brick  house,”  (the  first  brick  structure 
erected  within  the  present  limits  of  Huron  county), 
now  forming  part  of  the  present  Gallup  block,  in  che 
rear.  In  the  little  room  (back  of  store  room  number 
fourteen,  East  Main  street,  now  used  as  a fitting  room 
by  S.  C.  Kinsley,  fancy  goods  merchant,)  the  post 
office  was  opened  up  “in  state,"  and  there  kept, 
until  Picket  Latimer  and  Harvey  G.  Morse,  some 
years  afterwards,  opened  a general  store,  in  a building 
standing  about  where  Harley’s  grocery  now  is,  (store 
room  number  nine,  West  Main  street),  when  it 
was  removed  to  that  location,  and  put  in  charge  of 
Jonas  B.  Benedict,  (son  of  Platt  Benedict,  and  father 
of  Dr.  D.  D.  Benedict),  as  deputy.  There  it  was 
kept  sat  the  west  front  seven  by  nine  glass  window, 
until  in. 1827,  when  Latimer  & Co.  moved  to  the  “Old 
Red  Store,"  standing  where  the  Norwalk  National 
Bank  now  is,  (Baker  Sr,  Kimball  succeeding  Latimer 
& Co.  in  the  old  stand).  The  post  office  went  with 
Latimer  & Co.,  and  remained  there,  in  charge 
of  D.  A.  Baker,  (present  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank),  as  deputy,  until  the  early  part  of  1828. 
Asahel  W.  Howe,  that  year,  leased  of  Horace  Howard 
the  tavern  stand  that  is  now  the  wooden  building 
standing  next  west  of  Whittlesey  block,  so  long  known 
as  the  Mansion  house,  the  sign  of  which  is  yet  indis- 
tinctly visible  on  tbs  east  end  of  the  old  brick  block 
next  west. 

On  January  10.  1828,  Howe  was  sworn  in  as 
deputy,  and  the  office  was  moved  there.  He  proved 
to  be  unworthy  of  the  trust;  robbed  the  mails,  wars  ar- 
rested, tried,  convicted,  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
for  a term  of  years,  and  pardoned  out  .in  about  one 


Dr.  Pearce  having  tendered  his  resignation,  the 
following  letter  was  sent  to  him  from  the  department, 
the  original  of  which  is  now  in  the  writer's  possession: 

General  Post  Office, 

City  of  Washington,  25  July,  ISIS. 

Sir: 

Your  letter  resigning  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  has 
been  received,  and  accepted.  It  has  been  concluded  to  appoint  Mr 
Platt  Benedict  t j fill  the  vacancy:  bond  for  his  -ignature  >s  enclosed 

and  you  will  oblige  me  bjr  seeing  it  clone  with  proper  sureiy,  and  then 
return  it,  with  a certificate  that  he  has  taken  the  requisite  oaths,  to  this 
office.  When  those  papers  are  received  here,  a commission  will  be 
made  out  and  forwarded  to  him,  and  you  will  then,  or  as  soon  as  the 
bond  is  forwarded,  if  more  convenient,  hand  over  to  him  all  the  articles 
of  post  office  property  in  your  possession,  the  moneys  clue  to  this  office 
excepted.  Yours  respectfully. 

R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr. 

Joseph  Pearce,  Esq. 

At  that  time,  Platt  Benedict  was  living  in  a log 
house,  which  stood  on  the  lot,  and  in  the  rear  of 
where  the  present  Gallup  block  now  stands.  That 
log  house  was  built  in  September,  1817,  upon  the 
site  of  one  built  by  Mr.  Benedict  in  the  spring  1817, — 


I year. 

Daniel  A.  Baker  was  sworn  in  as  deputy,  on  March 
: 29,  1827,  before  Samuel  Preston,  justice  of  the  peace, 

! as  appear  by  the  official  oath  of  office,  now  in  posses- 
i sion  of  the  writer. 

j The  first,  official  draft  by  the  department  upon  the 
Norwalk  post  office,  was  drawn  against  Joseph  Pearce, 
January  1.  1819. 

; The  second  was  drawn  against  Platt  Benedict,  and 
j is  as  follows: 

| ‘*Dols.  56.— Cents.  No  2.  General  Postoffice.  i 

Washington  City,  April  3.  1819.  ( 

Sir — At  sight,  pay  David  Abbott,  or  order,  fifty-fix  dollars cents 

{ and  charge  to  account  of  this  office.  Abji.  Bradley.  Jr.  , 

| Assistant  Postmaster  General.'' 

| To  Platt  Benedict,  Esquire. 

Postmaster  at  yorwalk , Ohio. 

The  official  list  if  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and 
| magazines  received  at  this  office  from  October  1,  1828, 

| to  January  1,  1829,  shows  that  seventy-three  copies 
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were  received,  upon  which  the  postage  was  twelve  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents. 

An  official  statement  of  account  made  out  at  "Wash- 
ington. in  1829,  shows  the  total  business  of  the  office 
from  July  1.  1818,  to  September  1,  1829,  (a  period 
of  eleven  years  and  two  months,  during  which  the 
office  was  held  by  Platt  Benedict),  as  having  amounted 
to  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars 
and  fifty-seven  cents,  or  an  average  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  year,  the  last 
year,  however,  from  July  1,  1828,  to  July  1.  1829.  it 
was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  thirteen 
cen  ts. 

The  present  postmaster,  Frederick  C.  Wickham, 
grandson  of  Samuel  Preston,  who  administered  the 
oath  of  office  to  D.  A.  Baker,  in  1827,  has  kindly 
furnished  the  writer  with  the  following  statement  of 
the  business  of  the  office,  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,  1879: 

AMOUNT  OF  STAMPS,  STAMPED  ENVELOPES,  NEWSPAPER  WRAPPERS,  AND 


POSTAL  CARDS  SOLD. 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1878 1,007  51 

“ “ “ September  30,  I87S 1,492  84 

“ “ “ “ December  3l,  1878 1.815  77 

“ “ “ “ March  31, 1879 1,793  86 

Total  for  one  year $ 6,709  98 

AMOUNT  COLLECTED  FOR.  BOX  RENT. 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1878 8 220  25 

“ “ “ “ September  30,  1878 226  00 

“ “ “ “ December  31,  1878; 226  25 

**  “ “ March  31,  ,1879 229  00 

Total  for  one  year j 907  50 

RECEIVED  FROM  01  TIER  SOURCES. 


i eacli  inhabitant  during  the  year  ; e<|tial  to  about 
; eighteen  and  two-thirds  letters  at  the  present  three- 
cent  rate  of  postage. 

Sixty  years  have  rolled  by  since  then,  and  our 
I fathers  and  mothers,  who  were  then  the  actors  upon 
i the  stage  of  life,  are  now  sleeping  in  their  quiet, 
silent  graves  ; a new  and  busy  generation  of  men  and 
women,  mostly  strangers  to  them,  fill,  according  to 
■j  their  ability,  the  vacant  places. 

And  to-day,  that  post  office  is  housed  in  a commo- 
dious room,  upon  the  same  premises  where  it  was  first 
| opened,  nearly  sixty-one  years  ago  ; its  windows  are 
I of  plate  glass,  each  light  of  which  is  five  and  a half 
; by  ten  and  a half  feet  square,  and  it  is  fitted  up  with 
most  of  the  modern  appliances  for  facilitating  busi- 
j ness,  and  ten  or  twelve  mails  per  day,  arrive  and  de- 
part. 

The  receipts  of  the  office,  aside  from  the  money 
| order  department,  from  IMilrch  1,  1S78,  to  March  31, 

| 1879,  having  been  §7,032.01,  and  estimating  the 
| present  population  of  the  township  at  nine  thousand, 
j would  average  a contribution,  by  each  inhabitant,  to 
I those  receipts,  of  about  eighty-five  cents,  or  at  three 
cents  per  half-ounce  letter,  would  equal  the  annual 
j sending  of  nearly  sixty-five  letters  by  each  inhabitant 
! now,  as  against  the  two  and  one-quarter  letters  sent 
; in  1818-19. 

: As  a conclusion,  based  upon  the  foregoing  figures, 

I i w ~ O . ' 

; while  the  population  has  increased  in  those  sixty 
I years,  only  about  forty-times,  the  annual  receipts  of 


For  tbe  quarter  ending  June  39,  1S78 $ 3 26 

“ “ “ “ September  30,  1878. 2 66 

“ " “ “ December  31,  1878  3 40 

“ >•  . « March  31.  1S7S 5 11 

Total  for  one  year  4 14  03 

Grand  total  for  year 87,632  Cl 

MONEY  ORDER.-;  ISSUED 

Number  of  money  orders  issued  during  trie  year  ending 

March  31,  1879 3,871 

Amount  issued  for  the  year 841. W0  05  j 

Amount  of  fees  received  for  same 460  65  j 

Number  of  orders  paid  during  the  year 3.109 

Amount  of  orders  paid  during  the  year 541.168  97  1 


i the  post  office  have  increased  nearly  sixty-eight  times, 

; notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  rate  of  postage  has 

| been  reduced  from  twenty-five,  to  three  cents  per 

I half-ounce,  or  over  eight  times  ; taking  that  fact  into 

i consideration,  the  business  of  the  office  has  increased 
j ... 

j about  five  hundred  and  forty -four  times. 

The  names  and  date  of  commission  of  each  person 
who  has  held  the  office,  from  its  establishment  to  the 
present  time,  have  been- furnished  the  writer  bv  the 
Department  at  Washington,  and  are  as  follows  : 


Perhaps  no  single  department  of  business  in  the 
town  affords  a better  criterion  by  which  to  measure 
its  growth  and  improvement. 

In  1818-19  the  office  was  a log  dwelling  house  with 
one  room,— parlor,  sitting-room,  bed-room,  kitchen 
and  post  office  in  one  ; its  windows  were  set  with 
-greased  paper  instead  of  glass  ; it  was  warmed  from  a 
huge  stone-built  fire-place,  by  burning  logs,  so  large 
that  a man  could  only  put  them  in  place  by  the  "end 
over  end”  process  : there  was  only  ■urn  mail  per  week. 


Joseph  Pearce 

Platt  Benedict 

Cyrus  Butler 

John  Buckingham 

Obadiah  Jenney 

Daniel  Maliery 

A.  S.  Sutton 

Amos  Parks  

John  V.  Vreden  burgh 

Julius  S.  Coe 

Hiram  Rose 

Frederick  C Wickham 


commissioned  October  1,  3816 
October  23,  1S18 
July  29,  jscsj 
“ September  21, 1? So 

“ May  -20,  3-841 

“ May  1.  18-49 

July  6,  1853 
April  oX  1857 
December  1".  1858 
December  30,  1556 
October  24.  1871 
“ December  15,  1875 


FIRST  MERCHANTS. 


The  total  receipts  of  the  office  from  July  1,  1818  to 
July  1,  1819,  were  §112.98,  and  postage,  was  then 
twenty-five  cents  for  each  half-ounce  letter. 

The  total  population  of  the  the  whole  township 
was  probably  about  two  hundred,  which  would  make 
the  average  contribution  of  each  inhabitant,  to  .the 
receipts  of  tlnrotiice.  about  fifty-. six  cents  per  ' ear.  or 
equal  to  about  two  and  one-quarter  letters  sent  bv 


Tice  & Forsyth  (Peter  Tice  and  Frederick  For- 
syth), commenced  business  in  1818,  in  the  "Bod 
Store,”  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Hester  streets, 
where  the  Norwalk  national  bank  now  stands:  dis- 
continued business  about  1821. 

.Cyrus  Butler  commenced  business  as  successor 
of  Tice  A Forsythe,  in  the  "Bed  Store;"  David  M. 
Benedict,  clerk.  In  1825  built  the  brick  store  now 


is 


138 


HiSTORY  OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  COUNTIES.  OHIO. 


occupied  by  C.  H.  Wines.  & Co.,  grocers,  on  the 
Latimer  property.  Removed  to  Birmingham  in  182?. 

Frederick  Forsyth  commenced  business,  about 
3 SSI,  in  a building  which  stood  where  Harley’s 
grocery  store,  number  nine.  e.st  Mam  street  now 
is,  and  discontinued  about  1823. 

Morse  & Latimer  (Harvey  G.  Morse  and  Picket 
Latimer.)  commenced  business  about  1823,  in  the 
store  vacated  bv  Forsythe,  and  continued  there  until 
they  removed  to  the  "Red  Store,”  to  give  place  to 
Baker  >x  Kimball,  in  182?. 

Baker  tv  Kimball  (Timothy  Baker  and  Moses 
Kirnhal!,)  commenced  business  about  1825,  in  the 
building  so  long  used  as  a store  by  Shepard  Patrick, 
standing  where  G.  Jacobson's  clothing  store  now  is, 
store  number  seven,  IV.  Main  street,  and  in  182?  re- 
moved to  store  vacated  by  Morse  A Latimer. 

.John  V.  Vredenburgh  commenced  business  about 
1825,  in  the  building  built  by  him  on  the  lot  corner 
of  Main  street  and  Railroad  avenue,  where  Cline’s 
building  now  stands. 


I 

LIST  FOR  1S31. 

j Biker  & Kimball,  Norwalk  , §2,000 

| Buckingham  & Sturges,  Norwalk 1,3*W 

; David  H.  Fitch,  “ since  April  1 1.500 

P.  Latimer  A Co. , “ 2,300 

i John  Whyler,  “ since  April  1 1,200 

Attest:  Geo.  Sheffield.  Assessor. 


Note — This  year  the  name  of  Cyrus  Butler  appear?,  as  a merchant  in 
| Florence,  wi'h  a capital  of  5800,  and  J.  V.  Vredenburgh,  with  a capital 
i of  5*00. 

No  further  lists-of  this  kind  have  been  found,  and 
: it  is  probable  that  the  practice  of  a general  listing  of 
merchants  was  abandoned  after  1S31,  and  the  present 
i mode  of  assessment  adopted. 

In  addition  to  the  list  for  1828,  S.  A.  Bronson 
| advertised  in  the  Norwalk  Reporter  of  May  31.  1828: 

BOOKS:  ROOKS' 

SEVERAL  thousand  volumes  of  Books  are  now  received  in  Norwalk, 
among  which  are  as  follows'  (Here  follows  a descriptive  list.)  Sia- 
j tionery,  &c.,  Ac.,  all  o which  will  be  sold  cheap  for  ready  pay,  either  in 
cash  or  produce,  at  the  market  price.  Enquire  of  S.  A.  BRONSON 
i immediately  under  tiie  printing  office. 

Norwalk,  May  27,  ISAS. 

Also,  in  the  ksue  of  the  Reporter  of  April  5,  1828, 
i Aurelius  Mason  advertised: 


EARLY  MERCHANTS. 

A copy  of  the  list  of  merchants  trading  in  the 
county  of  Huron,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
182G,  with  the  amount  of  capital. 

Cyrus  Butles,  Norwalk,*  . . $5,GuO 

Enos  Gilbert  “•  50 

Joseph  Strong,  Jr.,  “ 1,500 

J . V.  Vredenburgh,  “ 3,000 

I certify  the  above  to  be  a true  copy  of  the  list  of  merchants  in  said 
county,  doing  business  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1820. 

Geo.  Sheffield. 

Dated  June  1,  1S28.  County  Assessor. 

* The  list  of  the  other  towns  Is  omitted  here,  because  not  connected 
with  the  history  or  Norwalk. 

The  following  are  similar  lists  made  by  the  countv 
assessor  for  1S2S,  1829,  1830  and  1831. 

LIST  FOB  1828. 


Baker  A Kimball,  Norwalk ..81,510 

P.  Latimer  & Co.,  “ 2.5u0 

John  V.  Vredenburgh,  Norwalk, 1.500 


JUST  RECEIVED 

M>  for  sale,  by  Aurelius  Mason,  Dried  Peaches,  o:  an  excellent 
quality,  and  a quantity  of  Stoneware. 

Norwalk,  April  4,  ISAS. 

In  the  issue  of  the  Reporter  of  June *28,  1828,  Joint 
Whyler  announces  that  he  “has  just  opened  his  shop 
in  Norwalk,  adjoining  the  public  square,  where  he 
intends  keeping  at  all  times  a general  assortment  of 
tin  ware,  which  he  will  sell  low  for  cash,  or  most 
kinds  of  country  produce.” 

The  history  of  John  Whyler,  as  a merchant  of  Nor- 
i walk,  is  one  of  thrift  and  singular  prosperity.  The 
writer  has  heard  Mr.  Whyler  relate  that  he  came  to 
Norwalk  with  all  Iris  worldly  goods  packed  in  a wheel- 
barrow. He  commenced  business  here  as  a peddler  of 
threads,  laces,  buttons,  etc.,  in  the  latter  part  of 
182?,  or  the  early  part  of  1828,  carrying  from  house 
to  house  his  stock  in  trade  in  two  tin  boxes.  Ills 
| trade  increased  so  that  he  soon  opened  a small  store 
j on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Farr,  corner 


June  3,  1S2S. 


Thilo  Adam.-;, 

Assessor 


Note — This  year  the  name  of  Cyrus  Butler  appears  in  the 
Florence,  capital  8500. 


LIST  FOB  1$.'.“J. 


list  for 


Joim  V.  Vredenburgh,  Norwalk 
Wm.  C.  SpoldeD.  il 

Baker  & Kimball,  “ 

Platt  Benedict  A Co. , “ 

Picket  Latimer.  “ 

Ti'.deu  A Kitcriuge,  “ 

John  Whyler. 

June  3,  1829. 


81,000 

750 

1,500 

1,500 

2,000 

100 

250 

Philo  Adams, 

County  Assessor. 


Note— Butler  does  not  appear  on  the  list  this  year. 


list  for  1830. 


Cyrus  Butler  & Co..  Norwalk 
Baker  & Kimball.  “ 

P.  Latimer  & Co..  “ 

Tilden  A Kittridge,  “ 

John  Whyler,  ** 

June  i,  1830. 


51,000 

1,800 

1,800 

150 

500 

Geo  Sheffield, 

A. sot , Huron  County. 


N</rE-Tht*  name  of  Joim  V.  Vredenburgh  appears  in  the  list  for 
Klnreno*-,  capital  *a;nn 


I of  Pleasant  and  Main  streets.  As  announced  in  the 
J above  advertisement,  be,  in  1828.  opened  a tin  shop 
j adjoining  the  public  square,  which  was  put  in  charge 
j of  his  son.  George  Whyler,  (father  of  Joim  G. 

| Whyler,  the  present  plumber  ol!  Norwalk).  In  1830, 

J the  store  was  removed  to  the  building  occupied  by  the 
i tin  shop,  and  a general  stock  of  merchandise  opened 
| up.  The  place  of  business  was  then  known  as  “The 
i Red  Store."  From  this  location  he  removed  his  busi- 
! ness  as  a general  merchant,  some  years  afterwards,  to 
| the  lot  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Prospect 
i streets,  where,  in  company  with  his  sons,  John,  Jr., 

! and  Edward,  he  for  many  years,  and  until  about 
| 1849,  earned  on  a very  extensive  and  general  mer- 
cantile business. 

This  place  of  business  was  called  "Tin-  Old  Por- 
tress." and  in  the  pm  my  days  of  the  grain  t rattle  ur. 
Milan,  the  streets  of  Norwalk  were,  vear  after  year, 
i m the  grain  season,  filled  and  almost  blockaded  by 


• 
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two,  four,  six,  eight  and  ten  horse  teams  attached  to 
“Pennsylvania  Schooners,”  (as  those  immense  canvas 
covered  grain  wagons  were  called.)  while  their  owners 
were  making  purchases  to  carry  home.  Those  "team- 
sters” came  from  all  the  territory  south  from  here  to 
Franklin  county,  and  a very  large  proportion  of  them 
would  buy  their  “store  goods’’  of  no  one  but  “Ole 
\\  yler.  " 

He  was  a bin  If,  bow-legged,  corpulent,  jolly,  wide- 
awake Englishman,  and  the  hearty,  “hail-fellow, 
well-met”  manner  of  the  man  won  the  hearts  and 
the  trade  of  the  “Pennsylvania  Dutch”  farmers  of 
Central  Ohio. 

The  successful  opening  of  the  Sandusky,  Mansfield 
& Newark  Rail  Road  and  the  Cleveland,  Columbus 
& Cincinnati  Rail  Road  killed  Milan  and  “The  Old 
Fortress.” 

Mr.  Winder  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
and  there  commenced  business  as  a baker,  in  which 
he  prove  ! a failure;  then  he  'emigrated  and  settled  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  hut  continued  only  a short  time; 
from  there  he  came  to  Norwalk,  and  remained  until 
his  death. 

V I LLA  HE  INC 0 RPO  R ATK  J » . 

Norwalk  was  incorporated  by  Act  of  Legislature, 
February  11,  1828,  The  following  ore  the  two  first 
sections  of  the  act  of  incorporation: 

Section  1 Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Ataerably  of  Che  State  of  Ohio. 
That  so  much  of  the  township  of  Norwalk  in  the  county  of  Huron,  as 
lies  within  the  following  boundaries,  to- wit:  Commencing  at  the  smith 
east  corner  of  the  town  pint  of  Norwalk  in  the  center  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Medina,  running  along  the  south  side  of  the  back  alley  as  far  as 
it  extends,  from  thence  in  the  same  direction  to  the  center  of  the  road 
passing  Widow  Tice's  dwelling,  a distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
rods  from  the  starting  point;  thence  along  the  center  of  said  road  forty 
rods:  thence  northeastwardly  and  parallel  with  the  first  line  to  the 
center  of  the  t oad  passing  Fbenezer  I one  s dwelling  to  Milan,  a distance 
of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  roils;  thence  along  the  center  ot  said  road 
forty  rods  to  the  place  of  beginning,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  created 
a town  corporate,  and  shall  henceforth  be  known  and  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  the  town  of  Norwalk. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  v hite  male  inhabitants  of  said 
town,  having  the  qualifications  of  electors  of  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  meet  at  some  convenient  place  in  said  town,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May  next,  and  the  first.  Monday  of  May  annually  thereafter, 
and  then  and  there  proceed,  by  a plurality  of  rotes,  to  elect  bv  ballot 
one  mayor,  one  ; reorder  and  five  trustees,  who  shall  have  the  qualifica- 
tions of  electors:  and  the  persons  so  ejected  shall  hold  their  office  for 
one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified,  and 
they  shall  constitute  the  town  council. 

FIRST  CORPORATION  ELECTION. 

The  following  is  Liken  from  the  first  pages  of  the 
first  book  of  record  of  the  corporation  of  Norwalk, 
and  comprises  the  poll-hook  and  tally  sheet  of  t lie- 
first  election  held  as  an  incorporated  village: 

Pull-book  of  the  election  held  in  the  town  of  Norwalk,  in  the  county 
of  Huron,  and  State  of  Ohio,  this  fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  Joseph  C.  Curtis? 
Benjamin  Cannon  and  Win.  Gallup,  judges,  and  Geo  T.  Buckingham, 
clerk,  of  this  election,  were  severally  sworn  as  the  law  directs  previous 
to  their  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices 


J Vo. 

>-„t. 

JVct meg  of  Electors 

.Vo. 

of 

Voter 

Xarnesof  Electors. 

1. 

Janies  \\  iliia.ms. 

36. 

Geo.  Gauff. 

2. 

Win  H.  Hunter. 

37. 

Henry  Tice 

Tchabod  Marshall. 

38. 

Platt  Benedict . 

i 

Fri  .Keeler. 

39. 

Seth  Jennings, 

5. 

Hall  eft  Callup 

-10. 

Geo.  T.  Buckingham. 

6. 

Moses  Kimball. 

11 

Samuel  Preston. 

7 

Pelatiah  Strong. 

42. 

Daniel  O.  Raitt. 

8. 

Daniel  Tiklen. 

43 

Thadeus  B.  Sturges. 

9. 

John  P.  McArdle. 

11 

Jacob  Wilson. 

10. 

Win.  ill! lighten. 

45 

John  V.  Vredenburgh. 

n. 

Sherlock  A.  Bronson. 

46. 

Leverett  Bradley. 

13 

Zachariah  Marvin. 

17 

Ozias  S.  Baker. 

13. 

Sam  B.  Ames. 

48. 

William  Gallup. 

11. 

Levi  Wilson. 

49. 

Joseph  C.  Curtiss. 

15. 

Barton  Sweet, 

50. 

Benjamin  Cannon. 

10. 

John'V,  Sharp. 

51 . 

Josiah  L.  Bottsford. 

17. 

John  G.  Taylor. 

52. 

Abraham  Emmet. 

19, 

Henry  Buckingham. 

53. 

Wm.  C.  Enos. 

19 

Isaac  31.  Wilson. 

54. 

Aurelius  Mason. 

20. 

Joseph  Wilson. 

55. 

James  Minshall. 

21. 

Joseph  K Wilson. 

56. 

Joseph  Mason. 

»•> 

Denison  Clark. 

57. 

Frederick  Forsythe. 

23. 

John  Ebbetr,  Jr. 

58. 

Asrhei  W.  Howe. 

24 

C'ira  Collins. 

59. 

Michael  F.  Cisco. 

25. 

Benjamin  Junkins. 

CO. 

Wm.  M.  Newgent. 

26. 

Henry  Hurlbert. 

61. 

Charles  Slocum. 

27. 

Nelson  Haugnton. 

62. 

ticket  Latimer. 

gs. 

John  Ebbert. 

63. 

John  Felton. 

29. 

Nathan  Sweet. 

64. 

Lewis  M.  Howard. 

30. 

Charles  Lindsay. 

05. 

Cyrus  Butler. 

31. 

Wm.  Taylor. 

66. 

Jonas  li.  Benedict. 

32. 

John  P.  Savin. 

67 

John  Ford 

33. 

Barney  Cart  hoof. 

68 

tonas  Denton. 

_ 3-4  - 

John  Millerf 

69. 

John  Knott 

35 

Enos  Gilbert. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the 
amounted  to  sixty-nine. 

number  of  electors  at  this  cl 
William  Gallup. 

A i test 

Geo.  T.  Buckingham. 

Clerk. 

B.  Carhon, 

Judges  of  EUc\ 

The  following  is  a coi 

>y  of 

the  rally  sheet  of 

election,  with  the  certificate 
election: 

of  the  judges  of 

tbi 


Names  of  persons  voted  for  and  for  what  offices,  containing  the  nu’m- 
er  of  votes  for  each  candidate. 


James  Williams,  41  votes. 


Leverett  Bradley  , 3T  vot- 


Picket  Latimer,  40  votes. 
Frederick  Forsythe.  39  votes. 
Daniel  Ti.'der.  11  votes 
Cyrus  Butler,  31  votes. 
Charles  Lindsay,  29  votes. 
Jonas  Benedict.  1 vote. 

L.  M.  Howard.  9 votes.' 


MAYOR. 

William  H Hunter.  26  votes 

RECORDER. 

John  V.  Vredenburgh, -30  voles. 

TRUSTEES. 

Samuel  Preston,  38  votes. 

Hen  by  Buckingham,  4i  votes. 
Lewis  M.  Howard.  33  votes. 
Isaac  M.  Wilson,  26  ’-otes. 
Daniel  S.  RaUt,  27  votes. 
William  Gallup,  1 vote. 

Isaac  Wilson.  1 vote 


We  do  hereby  certify  that  James  Williams  had  forty  one  votes,  and 
William  H.  Hunter  had  twenty-six  votes,  for  mayor:  and  that  Leverett 
Bradley  had  thirty-seven  votes,  anu  John  G.  Vreuenburgh  LsJ  thirty 
votes,  for  recorder;  and  that  Picket  Latimer  had  forty  vc-te?.  Samuel 
Preston  had  thirty -eight  votes,  Frederick  Forsythe  had  thirty-nine  votes. 
Henry  Buckingham  had  forty-one  votes  Darnel  Tilde  n had  forty -one 
votes,  Lewis  M.  Howard  had  twenty  sigh:  votes.  Cyrus  Busier  had  thirty- 
one  votes.  Isaac  M.  Wilson  had  twenty -six  votes.  Charles  I.-adstsy  had 
twenty -nine  votes,  Daniel  G.  Raitt  had  twenty-seven  votes,  Jonas  Bene- 
dict had  one  vote,  William  Gallup  had  one  vote.  L.  M.  Howard  had  two 
votes,  and  Isaac  Wilson  had  one  vote,  for  trustees. 

Benj.  Caiimox, 

W.vi.  Gal;  rr. 

Attest:  Joseph  0.  Curtiss, 

Geo.  T.  Buckingham.  - Judge*  of  Election. 

Clerk. 


The  firs t meeting  of  the  town  council  took  place  on 
May  8.  1828,  at  which  time  the  members  were  duly 
qualified,  -after  which  Ichabod  Marshall  was  appointed 
treasurer,  and  John  Miller,  marshal. 

Council  again  met  May  lb.  and  appointed  dames 
Williams,  Frederick  For.-yMi  and  Picket  Latimer,  a 
comnmiee  to  draft  a Code  of  by-laws  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 
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On  May  3U,  council  met  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  by-laws.  At  this  meeting  Eri  Keeler 
was  appointed  pound-keeper,  and  authorized  to  build 
a public  pound.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  to  j 
June  G,  and  from  that  date  again  to  June  10. 

At  the  meeting  of  June  1<>,  a long  ordinance  of  five 
sections  was  adopted  ; the  substance  of  which  was  ! 
that  - ‘no  hog  or  hogs,  shout  or  shouts,  pig  or  pigs.’’  ! 
should  he  allowed  to  run  at  large  within  the  limits  : 
of  the  corporation.  This  ordinance  was  repealed  May  ' 
20,  1So5,  as  appears  in  the  record  book,  page  59. 

No  further  record  of  meetings  of  the  council  is  en-  ! 
tered  until  that  of  April  G.  1829. 

The  poll  book  of  the  election  held  Mav  4,  1829.  j 
contains  the  names  of  twenty-eight  electors.  The 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were,  Frederick  Forsvth. 
mayor  ; John  Miller,  recorder  : Mathew  Callaway,  i 
Lewis  M.  Howard,  Thaddeus  B.  Sturges,  Closes  Kim-  | 
ball  and  William  M.  Xewgent,  trustees. 

The  first  book  of  the  records  extends  to  the  vear  \ 
1840,  the  last  meeting  of  the  council,  that  is  recorded,  ; 
being  held  April  25,  of  that  year. 

At  the  election  held  the  first  Monday  in  Mav,  of  . 
that  year,  Platt  Benedict  was  elected  mayor  : J.  Sid-  j 
ney  Skinner,  recorder  ; F.  Wickham,  assessor  : Tim- 
othy Baker.  John  Kennan,  John  Beebe,  Robert  Mor- 
ton and  John  Cline,  Trustees. 

The  elections  in  those  days  were  held  at  the  i 
‘•Council  House,”  which  stood  where  “AVhittlesev 
Block”  now  stands  ; it  was  a one  story  frame  building  I 
of  about  twenty-four  by  forty  feet,  with  about  twelve  ; 
feet  of  the  north  part  partitioned  off  for  a council-  j 
room,  the  front  part  being  used  for  the  storage  of  the  ; 
old  rotary  pump  fire  engine,  a two-wheeled  hose-cart  ! 
and  some  massive  hooks  and  ladders  that  required  ! 
great  strength  to  handle.  The  old,  black,  home-  1 
made  hearse,  for  many  years  owned  and  driven  by  Eri 
Keeler,  used  to  be  kept  there  too.  For  a number  of 
years  previous  to  1850,  Benjamin  Shipley  used  the  i 
council -room  as  a barber  shop.  The  old  building  was  j 
moved  away  in  1854  to  give  place  to  Whittlesey  Block. 

At* the  corporation  election  held  in  April,  1 S 19, 
there  were  one  thousand  and  forty-eight  votes  polled.  j 

The  present  (18T9)  corporation  officers  are  : S.  P. 
Hildreth,  mayor  : W.  V.  Watrous,  clerk  : E.  A. 
Pray,  solicitor  : Win.  Suhr,  treasurer  ; Jefferson  : 
Barber,  marshal  : H.  P.  Smith,  street  commissioner  • 
0.  J.  Baldwin,  Ira  T.  Conclin,  Col.  J.  A.  Jones,  J. 
B.  Milieu,  J.  A.  Nicliols,  S.  S.  Wing,  con. 'oilmen.  . 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

In  October,  1842,  five  men,  three  women  and  four 
children,  all  but  one  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  residents  of  Campbell  county, 
Kentucky,  concluded  to  emigrate  to  Canada.  They 
crossed. the  Ohio  river  and  took  passage  on  the  “Under 
Ground  Railroad,”  the  earliest,  most  economical  and 
efficiently  managed  railroad  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
had -progressed-  on  their  journey . so  far  as- Fitch ville, 
in  this  county, — a station  on  that  road,  P.  Palmer. 


agent, — when  they  were  arrested  by  virtue  of  a war- 
rant. issued  by  Samuel  Pennewell,  Esq.,  a justice  of 
the  peace,  of  Norwalk  township,  under  what  was  then 
called  the  “ Black  Law,”  and  brought  to  Norwalk, 
on  November  2nd,  charged  with  being  fugitive  slaves. 
Mr.  Pennewell  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  “Black 
Law,”  and  had  publicly  stated  that  lie  should  require 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  not  only  ownership, 
but  birth  in  slavery:  and  that,  before  be  would  issue 
an  order  for  their  rendition,  the  testimony  would 
have  to  be  so  conclusive  that  it  would  suffice  to  estab- 
lish the  legitimacy  of  a royal  heir  to  his  throne. 

Inconsequence  of  Mr.  Penneweil’s  expressed  views, 
no  doubt,  a writ  of  habeas  rorpys  wo?  taken  out,  and 
the  examination  remo\ed  from  before  Esqu  ire  Pen  lie- 
well  and  brou c ht  before  A.  G.  Sutton,  then  an  Asso- 
ciate Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  and  resulted 
in  five  of  the  fugitives  being  remanded  back  to 
slavery;  but.  for  technical  insufficiency  in  the  testi- 
monv,  no  order  was  given  against  the  others,,  but  they 
were  held  to  await  the  procuring  of  further  testimony 
from  Kentucky. 

Discouraged  by  t lie  order  against  five  of  their  party, 
the  other  seven  then  gave  up  the  contest  and  con- 
sented to  be  taken  back. 

Two  of  them  were  claimed  by  one  party,  three  by 
another  and  seven  lay  a third. 

The  owners  wore  represented  here  by  an  agent,  or 
“slave  hunter,”  who,  it  appears,  was  assisted  by  par- 
ties living  in  Ohio,  of  whom  the  citizens  of  Fitehvdle 
sav,  in  one  of  many  resolutions  adopted  by  them 
November  9,  1842,  and  signed  “Stephen  Pomeroy, 
moderator,  and  E..  A.  Pray,  secretary:” 

“Be  it  therefore  resolved  * * * that  a largo 
majority  of  our  worthy  citizens  feel  grieved  that  a 
Kentucky  slaveholder,  with  a number  oi  nought  up 
(what  is  called  here)  Ohio  blood  hounds,  or  slavr- 
catchers,  should  be  secretly  quartered  among  us.  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  their  nefarious  purposes  into 
operation.” 

At  that  time  Edward  E.  Dusted  was  sheriff  of 
Huron  county,  and  he  refused  to  have  the  fugitives 
confined  in  the  jail.  They  were  consequently  kept 
at  the  old  “Goff  House,”  (which  stood  where  the 
Congregational  Church  now  is,)  under  an  armed 
guard,  for  about  one  week,  and  until  the  close  of  the 
examination.  - 

On  Sunday  morning,  after  the  order  of  rendition 
had  been  given,  they  were  i ruffed,  loaded  on  to  a four- 
horse  stage  and  taken  through  Main  street  on  their 
wav  back  to — no  one  here  knows  ichuf. 

Ilaiio  Gallup  then  lived  next  west  of  the  old  ‘Goff 
House,"  which  had  an  upper  and  lov  er  veranda  across 
its  whole  front;  the  negroes  were  permitted  frequently 
to  exercise  upon  the  upper  one,  and  a son  of  Mr. 
Gallup,  a little  lad, 'took  advantage  of  those  occasions 
to  throw  apples  up  to  them,  and  for  such  favor- 
received  as  hearty  t. milks  as  have  ever  been  tendered 
to  him  since,  and  by  those  acts  nroLably  won  the 
confidence  of  the  slaves:  at  all  events,  on  the  Sunday 
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before  they  were  taken  away,  he  was  engaged  in  j 
throwing  them  apples  again,  when  one  of  them,  a ; 
large  and  powerful  man,  stepped  near  the  railing  and  ! 
threw  something  which  sparkled  and  flashed. in  the  j 
sunlight  as  it  came  through  the  air  and  fell  into  the  j 
tall  grass  at  the  lad's  feet.  The  guards  were  near,  i 
and  a crowd  of  boisterous  men  were  gathered  on  the 
lower  porch.  Fearing  detection,  the  boy  took  no  no-  i 
tice  of  what  had  been  thrown  him.  but  soon  went  1 
and  informed  his  father  of  what  had  occurred.  That  j 
night  Mr.  Gallup  went,  and,  searching  through  the 
grass,  found  a large  silver- handled  double-edged 
“bowie  knife,’’  with  a silver-trimmed  leather  sheath. 
About  one  year  afterwards,  a constable  of  Norwalk 
called  on  Mr.  Gallup  and  demanded  the  knife,  saying 
he  had  a search  warrant  for  it.  Mr.  Gallup  stepped 
to  the  large  old-fashioned  • 4 fire-place,"  and  picking 
up  an  iron  poker,  turned  and  asked  the  constable  if 
that,  wa’nt  the  knife  he  was  looking  for:  but  the 
valiant  officer  at  once  became  anxious  to  gc  back  to 
the  justice  that  issued  the  warrant  so  as  to  return  it  i 
‘‘not  found.”  Suit  was  then  commenced  before  a j 
justice  against  Mr.  Gallup  for  the  value  of  the  knife:  i 
but  upon  his  demanding  a jury  trial,  it  was  with-  I 
drawn,  and  nothing  further  was  done  about  it.  That  j 
cruel,  blood-stained  knife  is  now  in  possession  of  a 
son  of  Hallet  Gallup. 

In  the  volume  on  “Population  and  Social  Statis- 
tics,” United  States  Census  of  1870,  on  page  fifty-six,  j 
it  is  stated  that  the  free  colored  population  of  Huron  j 
county,  Ohio,  was  in  1820,  seven;  in  1830.  fifty-six: 
in  1840,  one  hundred  and  six:  in  1850.  thirty-nine;  j 
in  I860,  seventy-nine;  and  in  1870,  two  hundred,  j 
From  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  in  the  decade  from  j 
18-10  to  1350,  the  colored  population  of  Huron  county  i 
decreased  from  one  hundred  and  six  to  thirty-nine,  j 
or  nearly  two- thirds — probably  in  consequence  of  the  i 
fear  of  being  claimed  and  sent  south  as  slaves — a fear  j 
engendered  by  this  inhuman  violation  of  personal  j 
liberty,  which  was  sanctioned  by  law  and  submitted  j 
to  by  the  freemen  of  the  north  in  1842.  It  will  fur-  j 
ther  be  noticed,  that  after  slavery  had  been  abolished, 
and  terror  of  the  “black  law”  no  longer  hung  as  a ■ 
sable  pall  over  the  land,  in  the  decade  from  I860  to  j 
1870,  the  colored  population  increased  from  seventy- 
nine  to  two  hundred,  or  more  than  two  and  a half 
times,  and  probably  a greater  part  of  this  increase  j 
occurred,  after  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865.  The 
people  of  Norwalk  and  of  the  whole  North  were  never  : 
in  sympathy  with  slavery  nor  the  fugitive  slave  law,  ; 
but  they  were  law  abiding,  and  submitted  to  the  j 
decrees  of  the  courts.  The  question  impertinent:  have  j 
tlie  people  of  the  old  slave  States  ever,  even  to  this 
day,  shown  a like  submission  to  law? 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT* 

Norwalk  having  been  incorporated  in  1823,  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  its  first  council  was  to  provide  the 
newly  organized. village  with  sonic  efficient  method  for 
extinguishing  tires.  Muscle  then  was  paramount,  j 


and  the  only  machine  accessible  was  the  bucket;  con- 
sequently the  first  organization  was  known  as  the 
“bucket  brigade.”  The  first  ordinance  required  that 
each  property  owner  on  Main  street  should  keep  a 
certain  number  of  leathern  buckets,  suitably  num- 
bered, and  lettered  with  the  owner’s  name,  and  hung 
in  the  building  as  assessed,  convenient  for  use,  usu- 
ally in  the  front  hall.  Some  of  these  old  buckets  are 
still  in  existence,  and  might  have  been  seen  hanging 
up  to  a recent  date  in  the  hall  entrance  of  Judge 
Stickney’s  office.  The  judge  was  an  efficient  and 
“leading  engine”  in  that  organization.  One  is  now 
in  possession  of  C.  II.  Gallnp,  Esq.,  marked  “ P. 
Benedict,”  who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  brigade. 
This  organization  was  well  disciplined,  and  at  the  first 
“blowing  of  the  horn.”  which  was  then  the  alarm, 
every  man  was  on  hand  with  his  buckets,  and  two 
lines  were  formed  from  the  burning  building  to  the 
nearest  water,  and  the  “stream"  passed  from  hand  to 
hand,  in  these  buckets,  the  second  line  returning ’the 
emptv  ones.  Every  man  was  then  a fireman,  and 
worked  with  a will  and  efficiency  that  might  well  be 
imitated  with  more  modern  appliances  and  bj  more 
elaborate  organizations.  But  it  formed  the  germ  from 
which  has  sprung  a company  that  stands  at  the  head 
of  its  class  and  department  in  the  United  States,  the 
“Rescue”  hook  and  ladder  company,  now  holding  the 
championship  belt  and  gold  prizes  won  at  Chicago  in 
1878.  of  which  we  will  speak  hereafter. 

Following  closely  upon  this  first  step  was  the  con- 
struction of  town  wells,  designed  only  for  fire  pur- 
poses, and  mainly  planked  or  timbered  up,  one  of 
which  may  still  be  seen  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  ave- 
nue and  Monroe  street,  but  the  first -were  located  on 
Main  street.  As  time  passed  and  the  village  increased 
in  population,  it  was  thought  best  to  purchase  a ma- 
chine, but,  as  it  could  not  be  reached  by  taxation,  a 
subscription  was  started  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
project  was  successful.  After  doing  years  of  service 
this  old  engine  was  passed  over  to  the  “boys."  many  of 
whom  are  now  middle-aged  business  men,  and  remem- 
ber with  much  pride  their  first  “playing  firemen" 
with  the  old  machine.  Then  the  “ Champion"  was 
purchased,  and  the  department  more  efficiently  or- 
ganized; but  as  yet  there  was  but  one  company,  con- 
trolled by  a chief  engineer,  one  foreman  with  two 
assistants,  etc..  In  1854.  the  Whittlesey  block  was 
erected,  and  the  corporation  built  in  connection  with 
the  other  owners  of  rooms  the  north  room  on  the 
ground-floor  of  said  building  and  dedicated  it  to  the 
use  of  the  department;  and  it  was  so  used  by  them  as 
their  headquarters,  in  connection  with,  a rented  hall 
above,  until  June,  1877,  when  the  new  hail  on  Sem- 
inary street  was  taken  possession  of  and  dedicated, 
and  the  rented  room  given  up. 

Many  years  previous  to  this,  however,  the  needs  of 
the  village  had  outgrown  the  “ Champion,”  and  the 
“Phoenix”  eng  me  v,  as.  purchased.  As  vet  but  one 
company  existed,  nearly  all  the  members  of  which 
transferred  ’their  affections  to  the  new  engine.  At 
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the  head  of  the  department  with  this  new  engine, 
stood  E.  0.  Hill  (afterwards  master  mechanic  at  the 
railroad  shops),  as  chief  engineer,  and  many  were  the 
tilts  he  had  with  other  departments  and  engines  of 
the  State,  in  most  cases  successfully.  Under  his 
management  the  department  attained  a great  degree 
of  efficiency,  which  it  maintained  up  to  its  disband- 
ment in  I’STo.  It  had  furnished  its  hall  creditably — i 
had  quite  a large  library,  many  good  pictures,  and  j 
much  other  property  incident  to  that  department,  ! 
and  its  company  numbered  about  sixty. 

The  increase  of  risks  to  property  in  the  corporation, 
consequent  upon  its  extending  its  limits,  and  the 
natural  decrease  of  the  water,  had  forced  upon  the 
citizens  the  necessity  of  procuring  some  more  abun- 
dant, supply  and  efficient,  protection,  and  they  very 
wisely  combined  the  two  in  the  adoption  of  their 
present  system  of  water  works.  This  system  em- 
braced the  supply  and  protection  principles,  and  very 
largely  superseded  the  hand  engines  then  in  use,  and 
necessitated  the  reorganization  of  the  whole  depart- 
ment. or  rather  the  creation  of  a new  one  to  harmon- 
ize, in  its  workings, 'with  the  changed  order  of  things. 
The  project  of  a change  met  with  the  most  violent 
opposition  from  the  old  company,  and  eventuated  in 
their  ignoring  the  whole  thing,  and  refusing,  almost 
to  a man,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it;  but  an  ordi- 
nance was  passed  dividing  the  village  into  five  fire 
districts,  each  district  to  organize  a company  consisting 
of  fifteen  men,  and  they  to  elect  of  their  own  number 
a foreman  and  one  assistant,  and  also  to  designate  one 
man  as  policeman,  who  is  to  be  called  into  active 
service  in  emergencies  by  the  mayor.  In  addition  to 
these  five  companies  there  was-  created  a hook  and 


participated  in  b\  all  the  various  departments  of  the- 
volunteer  service  of  the  United  States.  The  contest 
of  hook  and  ladder  companies  was  to  make  a run  of 
three  hundred  yards — a trifle  more  than  fifty-five  rods- 
— running  their  trucks  loaded  with  the  full  service  of 
ladders,  and  all  other  apparatus  necessary  for  efficient 
work  at  a fire,  to  raise  a thirty  foot  ladder,  a man  of 
the  company  making  the  full  run  with  them  and 
climbing  from  the  ground  to  the  top. 

In  this  contest  there  were  twelve  competing  com- 
panies, among  whom  were  the  champions  of  Illinois-, 
and  Indiana,  who  had  been  under  training  for  months 
for  the  struggle.  There  were  to  be  two  runs  made  by 
each  company,  and  the  average  time  taken  to  decide 
it.  The  first  run  was  made  by  the  Monmouth  s/ 
the  champions  of  Illinois,  who  made  it  in  forty-nine- 
and  one-half  seconds,  the  fastest  time  then  ever  made. 
The  “Rescues”  next  went  over  the  course  and  made 
the  run  in  forty-eight  seconds , beating  their  strongest 
competitors  a second  and  a half,  and  making  the 
fastest  time  now  on  record.  The  other  companies  in 
the  contest  made  runs  varying  in  rime  from  fifty  to 
sixty-eight  and  three-fourths'  seconds,  a difference  in 
time  of  more  that  twenty  seconds.  After  an  interval 
of  two  hours  the  second  runs  were  made,  when  the- 
“Rescues"  met  with  an  accident'  to  their  climber, 
who,  when  near  the  top  of  the  ladder,  made  a misstep- 
and  partial  fall  that  lost  him  a second  and  a half, 
making  their  time  forty-nine  seconds,  while  their 
competitors  had  reduced  theirs  to  forty-eight  and  a 
half  seconds,  leaving  the  “Rescues"  a clear  second 
ahead  and  the  winners  of  the  prize,  the  two  runs  of 
the  “Rescues”  being  ninety-seven  seconds,  while  those 
of  the  “ Monmouth s,”  their  closest- contestants,  made 


ladder  company  of  twenty  members,  with  like  officers, 
making  the  whole  department  for  actual  service  con-  j 
sist  of  six  companies,  with  a total  of  about  one  i 
hundred  men.  Tire  force  is  under  the  direct  man-  i 
agemerit  of  a chief  engineer  appointed  by  the  council,  i 
who  is  paid  fifty  dollars  a year  for  his  services — the  j 
only  man  of  the  whole  force  that  is  paid — the  depart-  j 
rnent  being  otherwise  volunteers.  This  arrangement  : 
has- proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  the  organization  ; 
is  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  successful  in  the  State,  j 
or,  iti  fact,  in  the  United  States,  of  its  class,  as  the  | 
record  of  the  "Rescues."  the  book  and  ladder  com-  | 
pany,  has  demonstrated. 

In  September  of  1878.  the  first  national  tourna-  j 
rnent  of  volunteer  firemen  was  held  at  Chicago,  and  j 
among  its  prizes  offered  was  a championship  belt  of  the  ! 
United  States  with  a cash  prize  of  five  hundred  do!-  I 
lavs  in  gold,  and  several  individual  prizes  of  less  value.  ; 
The  “Rescues”  of  Norwalk  had  made  an  enviable  i 
record  in  the  State  contests  during  the  season  and  j 
desired  to  take  part  in  the  national  contest,  but  re- 
ceived no  encouragement  or  assistance  from  the  city  | 
council.  They  therefore  appealed  direct  to  the  citi- 
zens. who  generously  contributed  the  funds  necessarv  i 
to  make  the' trial,  and  they  entered  the  contest.  This  I 
tournament  lasted  the  whole  of  one  week,  and  was 


ninety-eight. 

The  company  met  with  a perfect  ovation  on  their 
return  home.  Toledo  felt  that  they  had  an  interest 
in  them,  advancing  as  they  had  the  credit  of  the- 
State  of  Ohio.  They  were  met  by  that  department, 
taken  in  carriages  and  driven  over  the  city.  At  home 
they  were  received  by  almost  the  entire  population — 
drawn  by  their  comrades  through  the  city,  and  given  a 
public  dinner.  The  employes  of  the  railroad  gave  them 
their  heavy  mounted  cannon  and  their  large  national 
flag,  and  in  all  this  whirl  and  excitement  they  realized 
the  responsibility  of  their  position  as  champions  of 
the  United  States,  and  conducted  themselves  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  responsibilty. 

Each  of  these  five  fire  districts  is  provided  with  a 
neat  hose  house,  besides  the  large  building  and  hall  -for 
the  headquarters  of  the  department  for  general  meet- 
ings. The  first  floor  of  this  building  is  used  by  the 
hook  and  ladder  company  in  storing  their  trucks  and 
apparatus,  and  also  a hand  engine,  of  which  they  have 
control,  for  emergencies  outside  of  the  water  works 
limits.  Each  of  the  other  five  companies  is  provided 
with  fine  ’nose  trucks,  uniforms,  etc.  All  the  appli- 
ances necessary  for  efficiency  and  for  service  depend 
entirely  upon  the  water  works,  located  two  miles 
a wav — but  connected  with  the  department  bv  tele- 
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graph  and  telephone — and  which  during  their  eight 
years  of  existence  have  never  failed  them. 

Norwalk  -may  well  fell  proud  of  her  tire  department,  j 
and  need  not  hesitate  to  compare  it  with  any  in  the  j 
larger  cities  of  the  State. 

i 

WATER  WORKS. 

The  citizens  of  Norwalk,  as  the  town  increased  to  | 
a goodly  size,  felt  the  need  of  a more  adequate  sup- 
ply of  water  for  all  purposes,  than  c-ould  be  obtained  | 
from  wells  and  cisterns,  and  in  1869,  or  before  that  j 
time,  the  question  of  erecting  a.  system  of  water  ■ 
works  began  to  be  agitated.  Meetings  were  held,  and  ! 
the  council  engaged  the  services  of  an  engineer  to  j 
make  surveys  with  such  an  object  in  view  in  the  ! 
future.  _ It  was  found  impracticable  to  adopt  the  re-  j 
servoir  system,  which  was  at  first  proposed.  Surveys  ! 
were  made  at  Maxville,  but  would  require  seven  miles  i 
of  pipe.  For  similar  reasons  other  places,  where  : 
water  could  be  procured,  were  discarded.  A com-  | 
mittee  was  appointed  by  the  village  council  to  visit  | 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  and  examine  into  the  Holly  j 
system  of  waterworks,  which  had  been  adopted,  and  j 
were  in  use  in  that  city.  They  were  well  satisfied  with  i 
the  results  of  their  examination,  and  on  their  return 
the  council  passed  an  ordinance  which  was  published  , 
December  20,  I860,  submitting  the  question  of  es-  j 
tablishmg  the  Holly  system  of  water  works,  to  a \ 
popular  vote,  the  cost  of  the  same  not  to  exceed  I 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  A meeting  of  the 
citizens  was  called  at  the  court  house,  January  28, 
1870,  which  was  enthusiastic  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion. The  election  to  decide  the  question  was  held 
February  7th,  and  resulted  in  a vote  of  five  hundred  | 
and  eighty  in  favor  to  twenty-one  against.  The  pro-  I 
position  was  to  issue  bonds  for  the  whole  amount,  the  j 
same  to  run  not  to  exceed  fifteen  years  at  seven  per  | 

cent,  interest.  It  being  feared  after  the  vote  was  ! 

. . .1 

taken  that  the  bonds  could  not  be  negotiated  with  | 
but  seven  per  cent,  interest,  it  was  thought  best  to  j 
again  submit  it  to  the  people,  with  a change  in  the  \ 
rate  of  interest  the  bonds  were  to  bear,  to  eight  j 
cent.  The  requisite  notice  was  given,  and  the  second 
election  was  held  April  30,  1870,  resulting  in  three  j 
hundred  aud  ninety  in  favor  of  the  works,  to  tl  irty- 
cight  against. 

The  erection  of  water  works  being  determined  on,  i 
three  trustees  were  elected  at  the  regular  time  of  hold-  j 
iiio-  elections,  April  4,  1870:  the  members  elected  be-  j 
ing  O.  A.  White,  S.  J.  Patrick  and  John  Gardiner.  : 
.On  June  1st',  a contract  was  entered  into  by  the  village 
of  Norwalk  and  the  Holly  Manufacturing  Company,  | 
of  Lockport,  New  York,  for  suitable  machinery  for  the 
purpose  desired,  £he  water  capacity  to  be  not  less  than 
two  million  gallons  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  I 
machinery  to  be  shipped  on  or  before  August  15,  1870. 
Work  was  at  once  begun  on  a well,  filters,  and  a brick 
house  for  the  machinery,  which  were  erected  at  a cost  ; 
of  four  thousand  dollars.  The  work  of  laying  pipe 
was  also  commenced,  but  was  not  completed  until  the  j 


spring  of  1871.  It  had  been  decided  to  procure  the 
water  from  the  east  branch  of  the  Huron  river,  some 
two  miles  west  from  the  courthouse.  The  machinery 
was  duly  placed  in  position,  and  on  March  30,  1871, 
a test  of  the  working  of  the  machinery  was  made. 
A committee  of  citizens  was  invited  by  the  council  to 
visit  the  works.  Visitors  were  also  present  from 
Sandusky,  Milan,  Fremont,  Adrian,  Michigan,  Mans- 
field and  other  places.  The  test  proved  entirelv  satis- 
factory, and  was  duly  reported  in  the  leading  papers 
of  this  portion  of  the  State.  The  citizens,  one  and 
all,  took  great  pride  in  the  fact  of  the  establishment 
of  a water  works  system  in  the  beautiful  village,  their 
home. 

The  building  for  the  machinery  is  fifty-four  by 
fifty-eight  feet.  The  machinery  comprised  three 
engines,  one  being  a rotary  for  reserve  purposes,  the 
others  double-cylinder  piston  engines.  Two  boilers 
furnished  steam,  and  six  gang  pumps  forced  the  water, 
which  runs  through  a filter  of  stone,  charcoal  and 
coarse  sand,  into  a well  twenty-live  feet  deep  and 
twenty-two  feet  wide,  capable  of  holding  fifty-six 
thousand  gallons  of  water.  A telegraph  line  runs 
from  the  works  to  town;  there  is  also  a telephone 
attached  to  the  wire. 

It  was  found,  after  a while,  that  the  Holly  engines 
were  not  satisfactory,-  and,  in  the  spring  of  ISIS,  two 
new  Worthington  low-pressure  engines  and  pumps 
were  placed  in  position,  and  were  tested,  in  presence 
of  the  trustees,  April  22,  1878,  proving  entirely 
satisfactory. 

' The  cost  of  the  Holly  works  was  a little  more  than 
ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  and  the  new  Worthington 
engines  and  pipes  have  cost  fourteen  thousauu  dollars 
more,  making  a total  cost  of  about  one  hundred  aud 
ten  thousand  dollars.  In  the  near  future  it  will  be 
necessary  to  replace  the  main  pipe  with  a larger  size, 
as  the  one  now  in  use  causes  a great  loss  in  pressure 
from  its  being  too  small.  At  the  present  time,  it 
requires  a pressure  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- five  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds  at  the  works  to 
produce  ninety  to  ninety -seven  and  one-half  at  the 
court  house,  which  is  elevated,  about  fifty  feet  above 
the  works  and  two  miles  distant.  The  system,  as 
a whole,  has  proved  a good  investment  to  Norwalk, 
and  such  defects  as  it  may  have  will,  in  time,  be 
remedied. 

The  number  of  water  takers,  the  15th  of  May,  1879, 
was  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-five.  There  are 
now  in  place,  for  use,  some  ninety  hydrants,  about 
fourteen  miles  of  street  mains,  and  two  tanks  for  the 
use  of  the  traveling  public  in  watering  their  teams. 

The  power  at  the  water  works  is  utilized  instead  of 
tire  engines,  in  case  of  fire  on  any  of  the  streets  in 
the  village.  As  soon  as  an  alarm  is  sounded,  the 
signal  for  fire  pressure  to  be  applied  is  sent  over  the 
wire  to  the  engineer  at  his  post,  at  the  water  works 
building.  The  fire  companies  respond  to  the  alarm, 
and  a-  soon  as  the  hose  are  attached  to  the  hydrant', 
powerful  streams  of  water  can  be  thrown;  thus  the 
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water  works  power  answers  the  same  purpose  as  half 
a dozen  tire  engines,  and  at  no  additional  cost. 

Many  of  the  citizens  have  small  rubber  hose,  which 
can  he  attached  to  the  pipes  in  their  yards  and  used 
to  water  the  flowers,  the  lawn  and  garden,  and  some- 
times to  settle  the  dust  on  the  street.  Different  forms 
of  lawn  sprinklers  are  used,  some  of  them  producing 
a beautiful  spray,  and  serving  the  purpose  of  a foun- 
tain. In  addition  to  these  fixtures,  there  are  a num- 
ber of  fine  private  fountains,  in  different  parts  of  the 
village,  the  power  for  which  is  furnished  by  the  aid 
of  the  heavy  engines,  located  two  miles  distant. 

The  present.  (1870)  officers  of  the  works  are  as 
follows:  W.  A. '.Mack,  president;  W.  A.  Mack, 

J.-  M.  Crosby,  David  Stoutenburgh,  trustees;  31.  V. 
Watrous,  secretary;  U.  Pritchard,  superintendent. 


about  thirty  acres.  The  original  cost  was  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  which  amount  was  raised 
by  subscription.  The  deed  of  the  property  was  given 
by  Henry  and  Sarah  Drown  to  the  association,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  January,  1858.  Considerable  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  raising  a sufficient  amount  of  means 
i to  pay  for  the  same,  but  it  was  finally  accomplished. 
Five  hundred  and  thirty-four  lots  have  been  sold, 
and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twelve  burials 
have  taken  place  to  May  0.  1870. 

A receiving  vault  of  cut  stone  and  fine  architec- 
tural design,  is  now  being  erected  under  the  charge 
of  Dr.  Tifft  and  Theodore  Williams,  Esq.  It  is 
eighteen  by  twenty-eight  feet  over  all,  and  fourteen 
by  twenty-four  feet  inside  measurement,  anti  will 
accommodate  twenty-five  to  thirty  caskets. 


OEM KT  E K Y A SS  0 C I ATI  OX, 

The  subject  of  a new  cemetery  began  to  agitate  the 

minds  of  the  citizens  during  the  winter  of  1854, 

and  a notice  was  posted  calling  a meeting  for  the  pur-  i 

pose  of  organizing  a cemetery  association.  This  J 

meeting  was  called  at  seven  o’clock,  i\  m.,  February  j 

1st,  in  the  Court  House,  the  notice  being  signed  by  j 

C.  L.  Boalt,  Samuel  T.  Worcester  and  C.  L.  Latimer  i 

as  committee,  they  having  been  appointed  at  a pre-  | 

liminayy  meeting  held  previously.  At  this  meeting  j 

articles  of  association  were  presented.  Another  I 

meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  February  2 2 cl,  1 

at  which  time  an  organization  was  effected  under  the  J 

statutes  of  Ohio,  the  same  to  bo  known  as  the  Nor-  i 

walk  Cemetery  Association.  The  following  trustees  ! 

were  elected:  C.  L.  Latimer,  S.  T.  Worcester,  Henry  | 

Brown,  John  Tifft  and  Giles  Boalt.  At  a meeting  of  j 

the  trustees,  held  March  1,  1854,  at  the  office  of  S.  j 

T.  Worcester,  John  Tifft  was  elected  president,  and  ! 

, ! 

IF  Brown,  clerk  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Tifft  has  con-  j 
tinned  as  president  of  the  association  to  the  present  j 
time,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  also  held  the  i 
offices  of  secretary,  treasurer  and  superintendent,  j 
The  present  officers  of  the  association  are  John  Gar-  | 
diner.  Theo.  Williams,  Henry  Brown,  D.  D.  Benedict, 
and  John  Tifft,  trustees,  the  latter  holding  all  the  j 
offices  of  the  board. 

The  original  members  of  the  association  at  its  | 
formation,  as  shown  by  the  signatures  to  its  articles,  ! 
were  II.  Brown,  Shepherd  Patrick,*  John  Tifft, 
George  FI.  Salford,  Jairus  Keumm.*  John  II.  Foster,*  j 
Joel  E.  Mead,*  Samuel  T.  Worcester,  0.  G.  Carter,  ( 
0.  E.  Pemiewell,  G.  T.  Stewart.  O.  Jenny,  G.  E.  i 
Latimer,  M.  Olmstead,  Nathan  Wooster.*  C.  E.  ; 
Newman,  E.  E.  Husted,*  Cyrus  Lyman,* . Stephen  j 
Boait,  Jus.  31.  Farr,*  John  Whiibeck,  Russel  M. 
Wheeler,*  Isffac  Underhill  and  D.  D.  Benedict. 

The  property  selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  board 
of  trustees,  was  a part  of  the  Gibbs'  farm,  a mile 
from  town  on  the  old  Medina  road,  and  containing 

*Th<w»>  marked  with  a * have  lYuiiu!  a last  resting-place  in  the  grounds 
they  provided  for  at  that  time. 


The  first  burial  in  the  new  cemetery  was  that  of 
Herbert  Barnhart,  aged  six  months  and  twenty-four 
days,  and  was  on  July  13,  1854. 

The  affairs  of  the  association  have  always  been 
managed  with  marked  ability  and  integrity*  by  its 
officers,  who  have  served  long  and  well  without  fee  or 
pecuniary  reward. 

It  has  now  a permanent  fund,  mostly  invested  in 
real  estate  security,  of  about  eight  thousand  dollars, 
the  interest  from  which  is  devoted  to  repairs  and 
improvements. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  cemetery  is  laid  out, 
form  part  of  the  Captain  John  -Boalt  farm,  where  the 
youthful  days  of  his  sons,  Charles  L.  Boalt,  John  31. 
Boalt  and  their  brothers  and  sisters  were  passed. 
There  their  sister,  Sarah  was. married  to  William  Gal- 
lup, May  2, 1810.  John  is  now  postmaster  at  Sandusky 
City,  Ohio,  and  Charles  L.  and  his  sister  Sarah  and 
her  husband,  have  come  back  to  their  old  home  to  go 
hence  no  more. 

From  Captain  John  Boalt  the  property  passed  to 
Samuel  R.  Gibbs,  grandfather  of  P.  C.  Breckeuridge, 
present  sheriff  of  Huron  county,  whose  family  occu- 
pied it  until  purchased  for  its  present  use. 

But  prior  to  any  of  these  occupants,  prior  to  the 
first  settlement  of  the  white  man  in  “New  Connec- 
ticut;” prior  to  the  records  of  history  or  tradition,  it 
was  a favorite  resort  or  a race  of  people  whose  origin 
and  fate  are  shrouded  in  mystery:  that  they  existed, 
and  at  some  time  in  the  unrecorded  past  frequented 
this  beautiful  spot,  is  beyond  question,  for  they  left 
behind  them  enduring'evidenee  of  their  workman- 
ship and  primitive  habits.  Nearly  forty  years  ago, 
when  our  present  “ city  of  the  dead"  was  a cornfield, 
and  the  writer  a little  boy,  lie  gathered  many  speci- 
mens of  what  are  called  Indian  hatchets  and  Indian 
arrow-heads  from  that  very  spot.  Now  well-kept 
avenues  and  foot-paths,  sightly  monuments  ami  hum- 
ble head  stones,  ornamental  shrubberv  and  stately 
shade  trees,  and  our  sacred  dead,  are  there. 

Again  in  the  cycles  of  time  it  is  the  resort  of  an- 
other race  of  people , not  with  weapons  of  wav  and 
destruction,  but  armed  with  floral  tributes  and  com- 
memorative garlands;  and  there,  one  bv  one,  in  end- 
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less  march,  we  lay  away  our  dead,  and  as  lime  rolls 
on  we  follow  them. 

It  is-a  fitting  memory  to  be  recorded  that  Charles 
L.  Dealt  was  the  most  active  member  of  our  commu- 
nity in  organizing  the  association  and  procuring  the 
site.  And  I)r.  John  Tiftr,  its  one  president  and  su- 
perintendent, and  for  some  years,  also  secretary  and 
treasurer,  is  entitled  to  the  credit-  of  having  carefully 
guarded  its  financial  interests,  and  judiciously  directed 
its  improvement. 


the  present  time  there  have  been  about  five  hundred 
interments. 

st.  mart's  catholic. 

The  Irish  Catholic  cemetery,  belonging  to  St. 
Mary’s  parish,  is  located  near  the  extension  of  Main 
street,  at  some  distance  front  town.  The  property 
contains  about  three  acres,  and  was  purchased,  about 
ISOS,  since  which  time  it  has  been  used  as  a churgh 
burial  ground. 


st.  Paul’s  episcopal. 

The  cemetery  connected  with  St.  Paul's  (Episco-  j 
oal)  church  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  in  use  for  ! 
that  purpose  in  the  township.  It  comprises  about  j 
four  acres  of  ground  near  the  center  of  the  village,  on  j 
West  Main  street,  and  the  grass-covered  mounds  in 
this  home  of  the  dead,  are  very  thickly  strewn  over 
its  surface.  At  the  present  time,  and  since  the  or-  | 
ganization  of  the  Norwalk  cemetery  association,  this 
ground  has  been  out  little  used.  The  oldest  stoue  in  ; 
the  yard  bears  the  following  inscription: 

CAROLINE  TICE. 

Died,  March.  1S20, 

AGED  X I S E MONTHS. 

"I  am  the  first  come  here  to  lie 

Children  aud  youth  prepare  to  die." 

The  property  on  which  stands  the  church  and  the  ; 
ground  used  for  burial  purposes,  was  a part  of  the  • 
original  Starr  and  Canfield  tract,  which  at  an  early  j 
day  came  into  the  possession  of  White,  Tweedy  and 
Hoyt,  who  sold  this  lot  for  the  above  named  purpose,  i 
for  the  sum  of  sixty-one  dollars  The  deed  for  this  j 
property  is  recorded  in  volume  V.  of  records,  page  I 
CiO.  The  grantee  in  the  deed  is  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
church.  i 

No  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  burials  in  this  i 
old  burying  ground,  and  it  is  not  known  how  many  j 
there  are,  and  probably  it  never  will  be  known  until  j 
each  grave  gives  up  its  dead. 

Whole  families  lie  there  with  no  one  left  to  tend  ' 
and  trim  their  graves;  and  the  present  busy  genera-  I 
tion,  with  all  its  interests  centered  upon  the  ever-  i 
changing  affairs  of  life,  passes  by  unheeding;  but  j 
nature,  more  kind,  is  rapidly  hiding  the  neglect  tin-  1 
der  a dense  copse  of  hazel  and  blackberry  bushes. 

l 

i 

st.  caul's  catholic. 

• 

The  cemetery  belonging  to  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
(German  Catholic),  was  purchased  about  the  year 
1870.  and  comprises  a little  more  than  five  acres,  i 
situated  on  South  West  street.  From  the  date  of  its  • 
purchase,  until  the  present  time,  1879,  there  have 
been  about  sixty  interments. 

st.  peter’s  catholic. 

St.  Peter’s  cemetery,  belonging  to  the  First  Ger- 
man Catholic  Church,  was  established  with  the 
church  in  1841,  the  first  burial  raking  place  while 
the  church  was  in  process  of  construction.  Up  to  ; 
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soldier’s  aid  society. 

Very  early  in  the  year  1861,  the  citizens  of  Norwalk 
began  to  work  for  the  soldiers.  A part  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  had  been  collected,  quartered  and  drilled 
there.  On  the  Sabbath  before  they  left,  religious  ser- 
vices were  held  in  their  camps,  and  the  occasion,  so 
new  and  affecting,  called,  forth  the  most  profound 
sensations  of  sorrow  and  apprehension.  Some  days 
previously,  the  ladies  had  been  engaged  in  supplying 
these  soldiers  with  such  necessaries  and  luxuries  as 
the  deepest  interest  could  suggest.  Immediately  after 
their  departure,  a society  of  both  sexes  was  formed, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  follow  those  who  went 
from  the  vicinity,  with  aid  and  comfort  in  any  form, 
and  by  any  means  that  could  reach  them  : thus  secur- 
ing, as  was  hoped,  an  unbroken  intercourse  with 
them.  A quarterly  subscription  among  the  gentle- 
men, was  established,  the  first  installment  of  which 
is  dated  May  18.  1801.  The  officers  elected  were: 
Charles  B.  Stickney,  president  : J.  0.  Curtis,  secre- 
tary : David  H.  Pease,  treasurer  ; Mrs.  G.  G.  Baker. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Baker,  Mrs.  0.  Jenriey.  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Pennewell  and  Mrs.  8.  T.  Worcester,  board  of  direc- 
tors-—the  last  named  secretary  of  the  board.  From 
that  time  till  November,  1802,  something  wa-  contin- 
ually being  done,  but  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
reaching  the  regiments,  after  they  went  into  actual 
service,  and  the  consequent  irregularity  of  the  quar- 
terly payments,  seriously  obstructed  progress.  In 
the  meantime,  a society  had  been  organized  in  Cleve- 
land, through  which,  as  a medium,  it  was  believed  that 
the  regiments  could  be  reached.  Application  was  per- 
sonally made  to  that  society,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
board,  in  Norwalk,  for  assistance  in  sending  a box  of 
hospital  stores  to  the  Eighth  -regiment,  then  in  West 
Virginia  ; the  surgeon  of  tliar  regiment  having,  bv 
letter,  applied  for  immediate  aid.  The  request  was 
cheerfully  granted  ; the  box  sent,  received  in- time, 
and  earnest  thanks  therefor  returned.  This  occur- 
ence awakened  new  life,  and  eventually  led  to  the 
formation,  in  August,  1802,  of  the  Alert  Club,  to 
collect  funds,  and  in  Xovemhei  of  the  anno  year,  to 
the  transfer  of  all  the  offices  to  the  ladies.  At  the 
time  of  the  transfer,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Farr  was  elected 
president  ; Mrs.  D.  H.  Pease,  secretary : and  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Worcester,  treasurer.  The  work  then  went  mi 
prosperously,  funds  were  ample,  the  coutrih;;tum.~ 
scur  forward,  large  and  valuable,  aiul  mostly  nuns- 
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niitted  through  t ho  organization  in  Cleveland.  No- 
vember 20,  1863,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Worcester  was  elected 
president  ; Mrs.  W.  0.  Parker  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Pen- 
newell,  vice-presidents ; Mrs.  M.  A.  Corwin,  secre- 
tary ; and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Moulton,  treasurer:  Before  the 
close  of  the  year,  Mrs.  C.  Gallup  took  the  place  of 
Mrs.  Worcester,  and  Mrs.  F.  Sawyer  that  of  Mrs. 
Moulton,  those  ladies  having  resigned.  At  the  next 
annual  meeting,  November  lit,  1804.  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Dewey  was  elected  president,  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Hasted, 
vice-president.  There  were  no  other  changes.  Total 
funds  received,  83.455.94.  Total  disburs.-d,  83,585.- 
94.  The  remaining  870  were  given  to  the  Young 
Men's  Library,  to  assist  in  its  establishment.  No  ac- 
count of  the  stores  sent  forward,  before  the  transfer, 
has  been  preserved,  though  they  are  known  to  have 
been  creditable.  Since  that  date,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  boxes,  barrels  or  kegs  have  been  forwarded, 
with  various,  and  sometimes  quite  large  sum  - in  cash, 
to  l)e  disposed  of  by  known  and  trusty  agents.  They 
were  sent  to  the  sanitary  commission,  Christian  com- 
mission, relief  association  in  Washington;  to  Annap- 
olis, Richmond,  Gettysburg.  Mnrtinsburg,  Winchester, 
Harper’s  Ferry,  Alexandria,  Hilton  Head;  to  Gov- 
ernor Brough  for  the  use  of  State  agents;  to  the 
Eighth,  Fifty-fifth,  One  Hundred  and  First,  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Third  regiments,  and  oc- 
casionally to  others.  Many  letters  from  many 
soldiers,  in  different  localities,  attest  the  fidelity  of 
those  to  whom  they  were  entrusted,  and  the  donors 
rest  satisfied  • with  the  result  of  their  labors.  The 
society  disbanded  June  1.  1865. 

NORWALK  UNION. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Wooster,  president:  Mrs.  Eli  Peters 
and  Miss  M.  A.  Watson,  vice-presidents:  Mrs.  J.  51. 
Farr,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Newton,  treasurer. 

The  members  of  this  society  had  been  active  mem- 
bers in  the  Soldier's  Aid  Society  of  Norwalk  until 
November  27,  1863,  and  the  results  of  their  industry 
prior  to  that  date  are  included  in  the  foregoing 
report.  On  forming  a separate  organization,  they 
continued  their  labors  for  the  soldiers  with  remark- 
able vigor  and  success,  and  with  uniform  loyalty  to 
the  sanitary  commission. 

In  the  year  and  a half  of  their  independent  organi- 
zation, they  disbursed,  in  cash  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  forty-four  cents,  and 
forwarded  two  hundred  packages  of  hospital  stores, 
valued  at  one  thousand  dollars — making  a total  con- 
tribution of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  and  forty-four  cents.  The  hospital  garden 
at  Chattanooga  was  an  object  of  much  interest  to 
the  ladies  of  this  society,  who  frequently  remembered 
it  in  their  gifts,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  forwarded 
onion  sets,,  and  garden  seeds  in  great  variety  for 
its  early  cultivation.  The  preparation  of  •'•'chopped 
piekel”  was  a specialty  of  the  Norwalk  Union,  over 
one  thousand  gallons  having  been  forwarded  to  the 
army  in  the  course  of  one  summer.  At  the  close 


! 

i of  the  war,  the  surplus  funds  of  this  society  we  re- 
distributed as  fellows:  One  hundred  dollars  to  the 
j Columbus  Soldiers’  Home;  one  hundred  dollars  to  the 
: Union  Commission,  New  York;  fifty  dollars  to  the 
, Cleveland  Soldiers*  Home;  and  the  remainder,  eighty 
i dollars,  to  the  Norwalk  Young  Men’s  Library  Asso- 
: ciation. 

YOt'Nti  LADIES'  ALERT  CLCB. 

The  Alert  Club  commenced  its  labors  in  August, 
1862,  but  was  not  fully  organized  until  September 
i 13th,  of  that  year,  when  the  following  officers  were 
! elected:  Mrs.  S.  T.  Worcester,  president:  Miss  Lizzie 
; Gallup,  secretary;  Misses  Mary  Graves  and  Lucy  Pres- 
ton, treasurers;  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Christian,  Misses  S. 

! Rowland  and  C.  Jeuney,  directresses,  with  an  indefi- 
i mte  number  of  collectors. 

j The  Soldiers’  Aid  Society  had  been  in  operation 
I over  a year,  but  was  languishing  for  want  of  funds, 

| the  quarterly  subscription  on  which  it  depended  being 
| irregularly  paid.  In  this  emergency,  thirty-seven 
j young  ladies,  whose  numbers  soon  increased  to  sixty, 

| agreed  to  unite  for  one  year,  specially  to  raise  funds 
for  that  society,  but  also  to  be  on  the  alert  (hence 
their  name)  to  contribute  in  every  possible  way  to 
the  comfort  of  the  needy  soldier.  They  immediately 
revived  the  gentlemen’s  quarterly  subscription  and 
I collected  it,  and  without  delay  established  a ladies' 
j monthly,  and  in  October  following,  a gentlemen’s 
| monthly  subscription.  These  three  subscriptions  they 
i faithfully  and.  promptly  colleeted'flie  entire  year,  and 
j paid  over  the  proceeds  (eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
j four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents)  to  the  aid  society, 
j They  held  regular  meetings,  prepared  large  quail- 
I titie.-,  of  hut  and  bandages;  made  over  one  hundred 
j and  eighty  pairs  of  slippers,  over  six  hundred  hand- 
i kerchiefs,  ninety-six  towels,  two  quilts,  and  cut  and 
j dried,  thirty-one  bushels  of  apples — all  which  they 
1 passed  over  to  the  aid  society;  besides  sending  many 
| kind  remembrances,  in  various  forms,  tc  the  regi- 
! ments  with  which  they  were  acquainted.  • They  also 
| collected  a special  subscription,  to  pay  the  debt  on 
! the  house  of  Bessie  Lynch,  her  husband  being  the 
j first  Norwalk  soldier  killed  in  battle,  and  herself  and 
j three  young  children  left  destitute.  This,  with  some 
• small  debts  which  the  creditor  at  their  request  remit* 

| ted,  amounted  to  sixty  dollars  and  six  cents. 

; At  the  expiration  of  the  year,  they  voted  to  asso- 
| ciate  for  another  year.  Miss  C.  Jeuney  resigned. 

Miss  S.  C.  Mason  was  elected  recorder,  a new  office 
i which  the  nature  of  the  service  soon  to  be  entered 

i 

upon  required. 

j They  now  agreed. to  leave  the  subscription  lists  to 
| the  aid  society  and  to  raise  their  owtifunds  by  festivals, 
tableaux,  dramatic  entertainments,  etc.,  and  to  devote 
them  to  clothing  the  children  of  absent  soldiers,  and 

i ° 

| of  poor  widows,  furnishing  them  with  all  the  ncees- 
I saries  required  by  well  conditioned  scholars,  looking 
; after  them,  keeping  them  in  school,  etc.  In  this  sor- 
I vice,  they  were  greatly  assisted  by  Mr.  Stephenson, 
j superintendent  of  the  public  schools,  and  by  a umu- 
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bcr  of  judicious  married  ladies.  They  had,  from  the  j 
first  of  September,  1 863,  to  the  first  of  November,  j 
1804,  forty-nine  different  families  as  beneficiaries,  ! 
furnishing  to  each  new  material,  according  to  their  J 
need,  in  value  from  two  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents,  J 
the  lowest  sum,  to  sixtv-one  dollars  and  nineteen  ! 
cents,  the  highest.  Total  amount  raised  during  that  j 
time,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and' forty  dollars  j 
and  eighty-two  cents;  total  expended:  one  thousand  j 
four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  ninety-nine  i 
cents.  They  also  sent  forward  various  contributions,  j 
as  sympathy  prompted,  to  the  soldiers.  In  November  ! 
18G4,.they  organized  as  a regular  soldiers'  aid  society, 
specially  voting  to  retain  their  own  distinctive  name,  j 
Officers:  Mrs.  8.  T.  Worcester,  president;  Mrs.  T.  W.  | 
Christian  and  Miss  S.  Rowland,  vice-presidents;  Miss  J 
Lizzie  Gallup,  recording  secretary;  Miss  Alary  Wick-  j 
ham,  corresponding  secretary;  and  Airs.  AY.  At.  Cline.  j 
treasurer.  They  began  this  year  with  three  hundred  j 
and  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents,  the  ; 
overplus  of  last  year.  They  continued  to  acquire  as  j 
well  as  expend,  so  that  at  their  last  regular  meeting  j 
in  Aiay,  1865,  they  had  forwarded  in  all,  thirty-seven:  | 
boxes,  barrels  or  kegs,  of  hospital  stores,  three  linn-  ! 
dred  dollars  in  cash,  and  had  in  possession  or  expect-  j 
ancy,  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  To  this  sum  t 
they  added  the  net  gain  of  a subsequent  series  of  ! 
tableaux,  and  eventually  presented  to  the  young  ; 
mens’  .library,  then  being  established,  the  sum  of  nine  i 
hundred  dollars.  With  the  remainder  they  purchased,  j 
framed  and  suitably  lettered  the  two  engravings  1 
entitled  ‘-The  First  Reading  of  the  Emancipation  ; 
Proclamation,”  and  “ Washington  Irving  and  His  ; 
Friends,”  and  presented  them  to  the  grammar  school,  ! 
from  which  many  of  their  tableau  performers  had  j 
been  taken.  Total  funds  raised  and  expended,  three  | 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirtv-two  dollars  and  i 

*■  I 

ninety-three  cents. 

. 

M E it  0 P,  I A L ASSCKT  ATI  u V . 

The  Soldiers  Alemorial  association  was  organized  j 
to  perpetuate  the  memories  of  our  noble  dead,  who  j 
served  or  suffered  for  our  common  country  during  i 
her  wars.  The  organization  was  perfected  on  the  ! 
20th  of  July,  1877,  with  the  following  officers:  Col.  ! 

C.  P.  Wickham,  55th  0.  Y.  I.,  president;  Chas.  W. 
Lee,  IT.  S.  N.,  vice-president;  David  T.  Hall,  14th  1 
<).  V.  I.,  secretary;  Baxter  Trevor,  treasurer;  Col.  ; 
H.  Kellogg,  Airs.  J.  F.  Dewey,  and  Alias  Lottie  Gibbs,  I 
executive  committee. 

The  association  has  annually  decorated  the  graves  ! 
of  their  fallen  comrades,  on  the  30th  of  .May  each  1 
year,  with  appropriate  services. 

M A.  sH)  N I C F R A T E R X 1 T Y. 

MT.  VEEVOV  LODGE,  .VO.  64,  F.  AVD  A.  M. 

. Dispensation  to  work  was  granted  by  Brother  John 
■Snow,  Alost  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  April  10 
.1821:  the  charter  was  granted  December  12,  A.  L. 
5821,  A.  L>.  1821,  to  Timothy  Baker,  Platt  Bene- 


dict, John  D.  Haskins,  Schuyler  Vanrensselaer, 
Amos  Woodward,  Daniel  Tiklen,  Enos  Gilbert,  Ioha- 
bod  Alarshall,  David  Underhill  and  David  Gibbs. 

WoiiSHiEFUL  Ar asters. — Timothy  Baker,  1821  to 
1825;  Platt  Benedict.  1826;  Timothy  Baker,  1827: 
Theodore  Baker,  1828;  no  record  from  May  1S28, 
to  April  30,  1834:  Platt  Benedict,  1834  to  1841; 
Benjamin  Carman,  1842;  no  record  from  January  24, 
1842,  to  February  26,  1844:  James  R.  Norton,  1844; 
Platt  Benedict,  1345;  James  R.  Norton,  1846;  John 
P.  Worsted,  1847:  Eli  Barnmn,  1848  to  1851;  Oliver 
True,  1852;  AT.  R.  Brail ey,  1S53  and  1354:  S.  F. 
Rogers,  1855;  R.  Yv . Beckwith,  1856;  D.  AI.  Bar- 
nuni,  1857;  Oscar  Welch,  1858;  Alarshall  O.  Mag- 
goner,  1850:  Oscar  Welch,  1800;  Horace  Kellogg, 
1861:  James  S.  Felton,  1862;  John  H.  Powers,  1 $63 
to  1865:  Oscar  Welch,  1866;  J.  H.  F.  Weirs,  1867 
and  1868;  T.  P.  Bishop,  1809:  J.  If.  F.  Weirs,  1870, 
T.  P.  Bishop.  1871  to  1873;  O.  A.  White,  1874  to 
1876;  0.  AI.  Wilcox,  1877  and  1878;  O.  A.  White, 
1879.. 

The  present  officers  are,  O.  A.  White,  AY.  AI. ; T. 
L.  AYilliarns,  S.  AY.;  J.  D.  Cook,  J.  W. ; AY.  Suhr. 
Treas. ; G.  AY.  Shultz,  Sec.:  R.  H.  Burlin,  S.  D. ; J. 
II.  Weirs,  J.  D. ; P.  Gaming,  Tyler. 

HUKOV  KOVAL  ARCH  CHAPTER,  VO.  I. 

December  13,  1820,  a dispensation  was  issued  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Alasons  of  Ohio  to 
Timothv  Baker,  David  Underhill,  Frederick  Fally, 
Rocloiphus  Alorse,  David  Gibbs,  Schuyler  Yanrensse- 
laer.  Platt  Benedict,  AYm.  Hall  and  Jacques  Hubbard, 
to  form  a Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Alasons.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  the  first  time  Octo- 
ber 25,  1820,  upon  E.  Whittlesey,  Samuel  Spencer 
and  Moses  Fanvell. 

December  15,  1821,  a charter  was  issued  to  the 
above  named  companions,  constituting  Huron  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  7,  in  clue  form.  Timothy  Baker 
appointed  First  High  Priest;  David  Underhill,  First. 
King;  Platt  Benedict,  First  Scribe. 

The  first  election  of  officers  was  held  December  20, 
1822.  Timothy  Baker,  elected  High  Priest;- David 
Underhill,  King;  Platt  Benedict,  Scribe;  S.  Van- 
rensselaer,  C.  of  It.;  E.  Cook.  A S.;  Arnos  'Wood  ward, 
R.  A.  O.  : J.  D.  Haskins,  1st  Y.:  AI.  Fanvell,  2nd 
V.;  E.  Fay,  3rd  A’.:  J.  Alarshall,  Treasurer;  David 
Gibbs,  Secretary;  H.  P.  Alorse,  Guard. 

Early  in  1822,  tire  subject  of  building  a Masonic 
hall  was  talked  of,  but  did  not  assume  any  definite 
form  until  January,  1824,  when  a committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  like  committees  from  Alt. 
Vernon  Lodge,  No.  64,  and  Norwalk  Academy,  to 
make  arrangements  to  build  a Alasonic  hall.  Alarch, 
1824,  the  committee  made  their  report;  when  the 
Chapter  appointed- a building  committee,  with  power 
to  act,  and  the  Treasurer  ordered  to  pay  to  the  build- 
ing committee  two  hundred  dollars.  Here  the  pro- 
ject seems  to  have  died,  as  we  find  no  records  of  any 
action  thereon. 
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The  Chapter  held  its  regular  meetings  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  work  until  November,  1826.  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  anti-masonic  movement,  it  sus- 
pended work,  and  soon  after  surrendered  its  charter 
to  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Timothy  Baker  was  the  presiding  officer  from  the 
organization  to  November,  1827,  when  Platt  Bene- 
dict was  elected  High  Priest,  which  position  he  held 
at  the  time  the  charter  was  surrendered. 

In  1848.  the  Grand  Chapter  returned  t lie  old 
charter  to  tire  companions  of  Huron  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  when  they  commenced  holding  regular 
meetings,  Platt  Benedict  being  the  High  Priest,  in 
which  position  he  was  continued  until  1853. 

March  1,  1854,  a committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  a like  committee  from  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  fi  t,  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  might 
deem  proper  to  build  a new  hall  in  the  Whittlesey 
academy  building. 

Juno  24,  1854, . St.  John V day  was  celebrated  by 
laying  the  corner  stone  or  Whittlesey  academy  build- 
ing. June  24,  1858,  the  new  masonic  hall  was  dedi- 
cated. 

Since  the  reorganization  in  1848,  to  the  present 
time,  Huron  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  7,  has  con- 
tinued to  hold  its  meetings  regularly,  and  is  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  numbering  nearly  one  hundred 
members. 

Its  present  officers  are  Win.  Su.hr,  High  Priest;  T. 
P.  Bishop,  King:  G.  M.  .Darling.  Scribe:  C.  Close, 
C.  of  IT.;  Win.  Rutherford, ' P.  S. : M.  A.  McIntyre, 
R.  A.  C. : C.  G.  Drake,  1st  V. : John  Pettys,  2nd 
Y. : A.  X.  Pebbles,  3rd  V. : N.  II.  Pebbles,  Treasurer: 
J.  D.  Cook,  Secretary;  E.  A Prey,  Chaplain;  P. 
Gaming,  Guard. 

KORWAL.tr  corxcn,  KOVAL  AND  SELECT  MASTERS, 
.NO.  24  F.  A A.  M. 

October  .29,  A.D.  1855,  a dispensation  was  issued 
by  the  Grand  Puissant  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  directed  to  Platt  Bene- 
dict, Wm.  C.  H nestis,  H.  Y.  Bogart,  J.  S.  Felton, 
H.  Bromley,  Samuel  Neff,  B.  F.  Gray,  M.  E.  Brailey, 
L.  Wood,  A.  Hamilton,  T.  Gibson,  C.  Buck  and  W. 
H.  Couch. 

October  16.  1857,  a charter  was  issued  to  the  above 
named  companions  constituting  Norwalk  Council 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  No.  2 k in  due  form.  Platt 
Benedict,  appointed  first  “Thrice  Illustrious  Mas- 
ter," in  which  office  lie  continued  until  the  time  of 
his  death  in  October,  1866. 

The  following  named  companions  have  been  elected: 
T.  1.  Masters^  James  S.  Felton,  for  the  year  1667; 
Wm.  Suhr,  1868-70;  Win.  A.  Mack,  1870;  Coleman 
Close,  1871-4;  Wm.  Suhr,  1874-70.  Present  officers, 
Wm.  Suhr.  “ Thrice  Illustrious  Master:’’  George  M. 
Darling.  “Deputy  Master;"  Nelson  II.  Pebbles,  •'■Prin- 
cipal Conductor  of  the  Work:’*  Ilonu.-e  Kellogg.  "Cap- 
tain of  the  Guard:"  John  H.  Pettys,  Treasurer:  Ethan 


: A.  Pray,  Recorder;  Asher  F.  Rowland,  ‘‘Conductor 
j of  the  Council;’’  Peter  Gaming,  Sentinel. 

NORWALK  LODGE. 

j Norwalk  Lodge,  No.  467,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
I ■ sons,  was  granted  a dispensation  by  the  Most  Wor- 
j shipful  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  viz: 
j Alexander  H.  Newcomb,  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  A. 

| D.,  1S72,  on  the  petition  of  George  W.  Skyrm,  S.  E. 
j Carrington,  William  II.  Couch,  Walter  Pettys,  M. 

M.  Perkins,  W.  0.  Smith,  William  Arnold,  Omar 
| Bailey,  George  M.  Darling.  H.  C.  Edwards,  Thomas 
j Smith  and  Irving  K.  Cole.  The  dispensation  ap*- 
j pointed  Walter  Pettys,  W.  M..  S.  E.  Carrington, 

: S.  W.,  and  George  W.  Skyrm  J.  W. , until  the  time 
! of  the  regular  annual  election  of  officers.  The  Wor- 
j shipful  Masters  of  this  Lodge  have  been  as  follows., 
viz:  Walter  Pettys,  from.  July  12,  1872,  to  December 
: 12,  1872;  William  A.  Mack,  from  December.  1872,  to 
! December,  1877:  0.  Prentiss,  from  December,  1877, 
j to  December,  1878,  and  from  December,  1878,  now 
j serving,  L.  C.  Laylin.  The  officers,  in  full,  at  the 
I present  time  are  as  follows:  L.  C.  Laylin,  W.  M. ; 

! John  Harley,  S.  W. ; A.  L.  Osborn,  J.  W. : George 
! M.  Darling,.  Treas.:  E.  W.  Gilson,  Sec-.:  0.  L. 
Merry.  S.  D. : F.  H.  Boult,  J.  D. ; Walter  Pettys,  T. 

i 

K MIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 

I 

Norwalk  Commanderv.  No.  18.  Kmghts  Templar, 

| was  organized  February  8,  1869,  under  dispensation 
| of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  Sir 
I Hemtin  Elv.  of  Elvvia.  being  at  the  time  R.  £.  G. 

I Commander.  The  following  named  Sir  Knights  were 
1 the  charter  members:  I.  S.  Felton.  M.  0.  Waggoner. 

| J.  W.  Deveiin.  H.  S.  Mitchell.  J.  II.  K Weirs.  W. 
i A.  Mack,  W.  C.  Hustis.  E.  A.  Pray,  F.  O.  Wad  lie. 

| William  Suhr,  Ira  Lake,  Major  McIntyre.  0.  N. 
i Thorpe.  At  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Grand 
| Commandery  a charter  was  granted  under  date  of 
j October'  15,  1869.  Sir  J.  S.  Felton  was  appointed 
| by  Grand  Commander  Ely  first  Eminent  Comrnaiidei. 

| The  Commandery  now  numbers,  sixty  two  members, 

I and  the  following  named  Knights  are  its  officers:  H. 

' S.  Mitchell.  E.  C. ; L.  L.  Chandler,  Gen.:  0.  W. 

Williams.  0.  G. ; L.  C.  Laylin.  Prelate;  C.  L.  Merry, 

| S.  W.;  M.  S.  Hill.  J.  W,‘;  C.  E.  Dost  wick,  Treas.; 

| C.  W.  Flinn,  Ree. : E.  A Pray.  Std.  B. ; 0.  Prentiss, 
Swd.  B. ; A.  F.  Rowland,  Warder;  Major  McIntyre. 

S Sentinel. 

INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

Huron  Lodge,  No.  37,  I.  0.  0.  Ik,  was  instituted 
' at  Norwalk,  April  14,  1845,  by  authority  of  a charter 
j granted  by  the  Right  Worthy  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio, 

| to  the  following  charter  members:  Liberty  Waite. 

I A.  Powers,  X.  F.  Benson.  T.  C.  Evans  and  Franklin 
! Parker.  And  the  following  members  were  added  by 
initiation:  Noah  Newton,  Jr.,  E.  P Chocsebrough, 

Thomas  Powers,  Timothy  Baker,  John  F.  Day, 

. Iliram  K.  Steele.  Bon  j . F.  Brown.  Erast  us  Gin,, 
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John  8.  Roby,  William  D.  Perkin?;  and  Juntos  Sharpe. 
The  lodge  having  been  thus  successfully  launched  on 
its  mission  of  friendship,  love  and  truth,  was  pros 
porous,  and  included  in  its  membership  many  citizens 
of  prominence,  among  others  Dr.  J.  Tift't,  0.  B. 
Stickney,  J.  M.  Farr,  S.  L.  Hatch,  W.  \\ . Rcdfield, 
Hiram  Rose,  J.  F.  Dewey,  0.  T.  Stewart,  P.  N. 
Schuyler,  J.  H.  Rule,  W.  0.  Parker,  Franklin  Saw 
yer,  M.  F.  Wooster,  John  Cline,  S.  H.  Berry,  R.  A. 
Pantlind,  W.  0.  Abbott,  Edwin  II.  Brown,  B.  P. 
Smith  and  many  others.  Since  its  organization  it 
has  admitted  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  members, 
and  at  this  date  (May  10,  1870,)  has  one  hundred  and 
ten  members.  In  furtherance  of  its  charitable  mis- 
sion it  has  expended  twenty-one  thousand  dollars; 
and  has  now  invested  in  real  and  personal  property, 
and  in  its  widows’  and  orphans’  fund,  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  is  pledged  to  the  bene- 
ficient  purposes  of  the  friendly  order  of  American 
Odd  Fellowship. 

SON'S  OF  TE.VPKK.VyCE. 

The  Norwalk  Division,  No.  227,  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, was  chartered  and  instituted  on  the  3d  day  of 
June,  1847,  with  the  following  charter  members: 
Samuel  T.  Worcester,  Geo.  T.  Cole,  James  N.  Good- 
hue,  Geo.  Gough,  Chas.  A.  Preston,  A.  R.  Berry. 
Timothy  Baker,  Jr.,  Phillip  N.  Schuyler,  Erast  ns 
Gray,  Charles  E.  Peunewell,  Henry  M.  Hotchkiss,  A. 
S.  Curtiss,  Gideon  T.  Stewart,  Dan  ml  A.  Baker  and 
Edwin  IT.  Brown.  The  first  elected  officers  were, 
Samuel  T.  Worcester,  W.  P. ; Daniel  A.  Baker,  W. 
A.:  Gideon  T.  Stewart,  R.  S. : E.  H.  Brown,  A.  R. 
ft. ; A.  S.  Curtiss,  F.  S.,  Timothy  Baker,  Jr.,  Treas. ; 
P.  N.  Schuyler,  Con.:  A.  R.  Berry.  A.  C.:  Be;ij. 
Ellis,  I.  S. ; Addison  C.  Brown,  0.  S. 

The  organization  of  this  division  was  mainly  due 
to  the  euterntise  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Stewart,  who  is  and 
always  has  been  a zealous  worker  in  the  temperance 
cause.  The  division  is  its  own  historian.  The  record 
of  more  than  one  thousand  six  hundred  meetings, 
and  of  thirty-three  years  of  associated  life,  with  ail 
their  trials,  sacrifices,  doubts,  fears,  hopes  and  tri- 
umphs, lies  before  us.  Thirty-three  years  ago,  on 
the  fir’.t  Tuesday  evening  of  June.  IS47,  this  division 
was  instituted  in  the  Odd  Fellows  hall,  on  Mechanic 
street  (now  Whittlesey  avenue).  . The  division  con- 
tinued to  bold  its  meetings  in  that  hall  for  over  three 
years,  a bond  of  fraternal  sympathy  springing  up 
between  the  two  orders  which  has  continued  to  this 
day.  During  these  three  years  the  division  had  accu- 
mulated sufficient  funds  to  purchase  and  fit  up  a hall 
for  its  own  use,  in  the  second  story  of  the  frame 
building  then  standing  next  door  of  the  Norwalk 

V - 

Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  Main  street, 
over  the  store  occupied  by  Jenney  & Peters,  clothing 
store,  which  was  publicly  dedicated  on  the  evening  of 
August  13,  1850.  Here  the  division  held  its  meet- 
ings for  five  years,  until  the  morning  of  October  13, 
1S55,  when  the  building  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire. 


I 

and  all  was  reduced  to  ashes — furniture,  library, 
regalia,  books  and  papers — except  the  records  of  the 
recording  scribe,  whiclp  were  at  his  house.  The 
meetings  were  held  at  the  county  auditor’s  office  for 
about  four  months,  and  on  February  0,  1850,  a new 
hall  was  fitted  up  over  C.  E.  Newman's  store.  The 
former  hall  having  been  insured  for  about  six  hundred 
; dollars,  and  the  division  having  an  interest  in  the 
j ground  on  which  it  stood,  was  enabled  to  lease  the 
i new  hall  on  long  time,  and  fit  it  up  in  good  style. 

| Here  it  continued  to  meet  for  more  than  eleven  years, 

! until  June,  1807,  when  it  dedicated  a fine  hail  in  the 
third  story  of  C.  E.  Newman’s  new  brick  block,  and 
took  a lease  for  twenty  years,  which  it  paid  in  ad- 
vance, and  expended  about  one  thousand  dollars  in 
! fitting  up,  finishing  it  and  publicly  celebrating  its 
j twentieth  anniversary.  The  number  of  members  in 
| good  standing  was  five  hundred  and  twenty-two,  hav- 
! ing  nearly  one-eighth  of  the  entire  population  of 
Norwalk  at  that  time.  This  number  does  not  include 
two  hundred  and  twenty  members  of  the  Fifty-Fifth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  who  were  in  camp 
I here,  and  were  initiated  before  they  entered  the  field. 

| Their  names,  remain  in  perpetual  honor  on  the  records 
i of  this  division.  Of  the  former  members  sixty  vol- 
; unteered  in  "the  Union  army,  and  a number  held 
| official  commissions. 

The  apathy  which  fell  upon  the  temperance  cause 
| throughout  the  country,  the  financial  depression 
I and  political  excitement  resulting  from  the  war, 

■ caused  a decline  in  the  membership,  until,  in  the 
• spring  of  1876,  it  disposed  of  its  hall  and  suspended 
i weekly  meetings.  During  the  year  ending  May  1, 
1877.  the  division  held  monthly  meetings  at  the 
! house  of  Past  Worthy  Patriarch  Erast  us  Giav,  who 
! set  apart  one  of  his  rooms  for  its  use.  On  the  1st 
i of  May  it  leased  a hall  of  Mr.  Moses  Yale,  occupied 
i by  the  locomotive  engineers,  and  resumed  regular 
weekly  meetings,  and  in  four  weeks  increased  its 
| membership  to  fifty-six.  Its  trustees  deeming  it 
proper  leased  the  large  hall  in  Patrick’s . block,  ad- 
joining the  Methodist  church,  for  ten  years,  paying  • 
j the  rent  in  advance  for  the  whole  term,  and  after 
! suitably  fitting  it  up  have  saved  over  five  hundred 
: dollars  for  future  operations.  The  division  now 
I numbers  over  two  hundred  active  members,  and  is 
increasing  weekly,  ranking  as  the  banner  division  of 
Ohio,  numerically  and  financially.  It  has  had  file 
: honor  of  having  three  of  its  members.  David  H. 
Pease.  Thomas  P.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Bishop, 
exalted  to  the  office  of  grand  worthy  patriarch  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Bishop,  the  present  grand 
worthy  patriarch,  is  the  first,  lady  who  has  had  this 
j honor  conferred  upon  her  in  the  international  juris- 
diction. Norwalk  mav  well  feel  proud  of  her  ciivi- 

j _ ^ L 

sioti  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  house  for  many  miles  was  built  in 
} the  fail  of  1816.  a few  rods  from  the  township  line 
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between  Ridgefield  and  Norwalk,  on  lot  number  two  of 
Ridgefield.  It  stood  upon  the  bank  on  the  left  hand 
after  crossing  the  bridge  upon  the  present  road  to 
Peru,  about  half  a mile  from  the  bridge,  and  was 
made  of  logs.  The  first  teacher  was  Charles  Seymour 
Hale,  son  of  General  Hale,  of  Herkimer;  the  next 
was  Ann  Boalt,  sister  of  C.  L.  Boalt;  and  the  next, 
Tamar  Palmer.  The  scholars  were  Vs  her,  James, 
Miner,  Lyman  and  Manley  Cole;  David,  Isaac,  Aurelia 
and  Louisa  Underhill:  Alanson,  Alva  and  Betsey 
Pixlev;  Jonas  and  Eliza  Ann  Benedict;  Almira,  Daniel 
and  John  Morse;  Mary  Ann  Morse  and  others.  In 
September  of  the  same  year,  Peter  Tice  and  his  son 
John  put  up  a small  framed  building,  the  first  framed 
building  in  the  region,  upon  the  flats  in  the  bend  of 
the  .road  as  it  turns  toward  Peru,  and  used  it  for  a 
store.  Afterward,  when  the  Tices  removed  to  Nor- 
walk, it  was  used  by  Judge  Baker  as  a dwelling  house, 
and  subsequently  became  a school  house,  as  a sub- 
stitute for  that  above  described  Oliver  Prentiss, 
Zachnrias  Marion  and  Horace  Johnson  taught  ir  it 
at  different  times.  The  building  was  afterward  re- 
moved to  Norwalk  and  used  as  a wagon  shop;  then 
converted  into  a dwelling,  and  used  by  different  fami- 
lies, among  which  was  that  of  the  late  Hon.  J.  M. 
Root  and  wife,  of  Sandusky  City,  whose  fii'st  house- 
keeping experience  commenced  in  it  about  1835. 
Again  it  was  removed  to  the  first  lot  next  north  of 
Whittlesey  avenue  school  house,  and  then  used  as  a 
dwelling  by  several  different  families,  among  them 
that  of  lion.  C.  S.  Parker,  present  Ohio  State  sen- 
ator. About  fifteen  years  ago  it  again  became  restless 
and  changed  its  location  to  Prospect  street,  where  it 
non  rests  for  a time,  the  second  dwelling  house  south 
of  the  railroad  track. 

Beside  these,  school  was  taught  by  J.  A.  Jennings, 
afterward 'doctor,  in  a brick-maker's  shanty,  on  the 
south  side  of  what  is  now  Seminary  street,  and  a few 
rods  east  of  Benedict  avenue,  and  later  in  a framed 
building  standing  where  the  high-school  building  now 
stands,  but  now  moved  to  South  street  and  occupied  as 
a dwelling.  School  was  taught  also  by  Doctor  Amos 
B.  Harris,  in  the  old  court  house,  probably  parts  of  two 
two  or  three  years,  but  the  dates  during  these  first  ten 
years  are  uncertain,  and  oar  information  if  not  posi- 
tive until,  in  October,  182b,  an  association  of  individ- 
uals was  organized,  under  the  name  of  "The  Presi- 
dent, T rustces,  etc.,  of  the  Norwalk  Academy,"  having 
previously  purchased  of  Elisha  -Whittlesey  four  lots, 
known  then  as  numbers  thirty-eight,  thirty-nine,  forty  ! 
and  forty-one,  and  being  the  same  lots  now  occupied  i 
by  our  high-school  building,  who  erected  and  partially  j 
finished  a three  story  brick  building  upon  these  iots,  i 
the  first  and  second  stories  of  which  were  designed  for  ■ 
the  purposes  of  the  academy,  and  the  third  story  for  a i 
masonic  lodge.  The  first  and  second  stories,  though  ; 
far  from  complete,  were  occupied  and  the  academy 
opened  in  December  of  the  same  year  (ls*2C)  with  Rev. 

0.  P.  Bronson,  rector  of  St.  Raul's  Church,  as  princi- 
pal, and  Rev.  S.  A.  Bronson,  Abram  Bronson.  Mr.  W ar- 


ner and  Josiah  Botsford,  assistants.  A female  teacher, 
Miss  Bostwick,  was  soon  after  added,  who  taught 
ornamental  branches — drawing,  painting,  etc.  At  the- 
end  of  the  first  quarter,  the  principal  reported  the 
number  of  pupils  ln'attendauco  at  ninety.  The  prices 
fixed  for  tuition  were  as  follows:  Reading,  writing 
| and  spelling  per  quarter,  one  dollar  and  seventy-five 
cents;  if  paid  in  two  weeks,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents; 
arithmetic  and  English  grammar,  two  dollars;  paid  m 
two  weeks,  one  dollar  and  seventy -five  cents;  higher 
branches  of  education,  three  dollars;  paid  in  two  weeks, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  Greek  and  Latin,  four 
dollars;  paid  in  two  weeks,  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  Beside  the  tuition,  each  pupil  was  required  to 
furnish  one-half  cord  of  wood  or  twenty-five  cents  in 
money,  toward  warming  the  building. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year,  the  trustees  reported 
one  hundred  scholars  in  attendance  as  the  average  for 
the  year.  The  academy  continued  under  the  super- 
| intendence  of  Mr.  Bronson  until  May,  182.8.  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Henry  Tucker,  a graduate  of 
Union  College.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  sustaining 
the  school,  an  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  number 
of  pupils  by  reducing  still  lower  the  price  of  tuition. 
The  salaries  of  the  superintendents  and  assistants 
depended  upon  the  amount  the  principal  could  collect 
for  tuition,  which  rendered  their  compensation  very 
uncertain  and  generally  very  unsatisfactory.  Mr. 
Tucker  remained  until  the  fall  of  that  year  (1828) 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Kerman,  of  Herki- 
mer. New  York.  There  was  no  lack  of  ability  in  these 
j different  principals  to  establish  for  the  academy  a high 
! reputation,  but  it  was  evidently  premature.  The 
j country  was  too  sparsely  populated  and  the  people  too 
! poor  to  support  the  expenses  necessary  for  its  sue- 
| cessful  continuance,  and  we  find,  in  October  of  1829, 
j a consolidation  of  the  academy  with  the  district  schools, 

; with  Mr.  Kennan  as  principal.  The  number  of  pupils 
| was  thus  increased,  hut  even  then  the  salary  of  the  prin- 
cipal amounted  to  less  than  four  hundred  dollars  per 
year.  Mr.  Kennan  continued  in  charge  of  the  school 
until  the  fall  of  1830,  when  he  resigned  his  position, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  formerly  principal  of  the 
Classical  and  Young  Ladies’  Boarding  School,  of 
Utica.  New  York,  succeeded  him  in  the  superintend- 
ency. The  population  of  the  Norwalk  corporation  at 
this  time  was  three  handled  and  ten.  The  hoard  of 
school  examiners  was  appointed  by  the  court,  and 
consisted  at  this  time  of  Ebenezer  Andrews,  Doctor 
Amos,  B.  Harris,  Moses  Kimball  and  L.  Bradley. 

In  August.  1831,  Miss  Roxana  Sprague  was  employed 
to  teach  the  school  in  district  number  one,  and  occu- 
pied a room  upon  the  first  floor  of  the  academy  build- 
ing. The  studies  taught  in  the  academy  at  this  time 
were  all  the  common  branches,  including  rhetoric, 
elocution,  astronomy,  chemistry,  philosophy,  mineral- 
ogy. geology,  music,  engineering  and- surveying,  and 
the  Latin  and  Grecx  languages. 

In  April,  1333.  Miss  Eliza  Ware  opened,  a school 
exclusively  for  voting  ladies,  in  the  academy  buildinw. 
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under  the  title  of  ‘‘  Norwalk  Female  Seminary.’*  but  ! 
soon  after  it  was  moved  to  the  residence  of  C.  P, 
Bronson,  who  then  resided  on  tiie  lot  directly  west  of  , 
St.  Paul's  Church.  This  school  was  not  of  long  dura-  ! 
lion. 

NORWALK  SEMINARY. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  1833.  the  “Nonvalk  Semi-  i 
nary”  was  opened  in  the  academy  building,  under  the  \ 
auspices  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Chaplin  as  principal.  Norwalk  at 
this  time  had  a population  of  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. 

The  seminary  opened  with  the  principal  and  one 
male  assistant,  and  three  female  teachers,  Miss  Jen- 
kins, Miss  Louisa  Hamlin  and  Miss  Anna  Langford. 

The  school  was  opened  successfully,  and  was  prose- 
cuted vigorously,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  first  year, 
showed  an  average  attendance  of  one  hundred  pupils. 
Our  population  in  July,  1834,  was  oue  thousand  and  ! 
twenty.  During  the  second  year  a course  of  lectures  j 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  Bigelow  upon  chemistry,  and  a j 
philosophical  apparatus  was  procured  for  the  use  of  i 
the  school.  The  number  of  pupils  rapidly  increased 
as  the  character  of  the  institution  became  more  widelv 
known,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  they  re-  j 
ported  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  in  attendance;  j 
and  a very  large  proportion  of  this  number  was  made  i 
up  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  more  advanced 
years,  who  labored  with  unusual  zeal  in  acquiring  an 
education. 

The  seminary  burned  down  on  the  night  of  Febru- 
ary 26,  1836,  with  a loss  of  about  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  no  insurance;  school  books,  library  and 
apparatus  were  all  destroyed.  The  blow  was  a severe 
one  to  the  institution,  as  it  had  no  endowment  nor 
support  from  public  funds,  and  the  people  of  Norwalk  i 
and  the  patrons  of  the  institution  were  in  no  pecu- 
niary condition  to  rebuild;  but  with  commendable 
energy  the  friends  of  the  seminary  immediately  set 
themselves  to  work  to  raise  funds  for  rebuilding,  and 
upon  a larger  scale  than  before.  Mr.  Chaplin,  the 
principal,  and  Rev.  H.  0.  Sheldon  went  east  to.solicit 
assistance,  while  others  were  laboring  amongst  our 
own  people  for  contributions;  but  means  came  slow  i 
and  sparingly.  In  the  intervals,  however,  the  school 
was  not  discontinued.  The  Methodist  Church,  to-  i 
get  her  with  the  basement  of  the  Baptist  Church,  were  j 
improvised  for  the  emergency,  with  ah  interruption  of 
but  four  days.  Rev.  J.  E.  Chaplin  continued  as  ! 
principal,  with  Mr.  Darnell  assistant,  Mrs.  Goshorn.  I 

Miss  Loveland  and  Miss  Langford  in  the  female  de-  i 

1 

partment,  and  Rev.  II.  0.  Sheldon  as  general  agent  j 
for  raising  fundsYind  promoting  the  general  interests  1 
of  the  institution.  The  catalogue  for  1836  showed  j 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  in  the  male  department 
and  one  hundred  and  eighteen  in  the  female — aggre-  ! 
gate,  two  hundred  and  fifty-live. 

The  fall  term  commenced  in  October,  1836,  the  i 


trustees  presenting  a flattering  prospectus.  J.  M. 
Goshorn  became  the  agent,  and  the  same  corps  of 
instructors  were  retained.  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson  de- 
livered the  commencement  address  to  the  students 
and  patrons  of  the  school. 

In  February,  1837,  the  trustees  issued  proposals  for 
the  erection  of  a new  building,  of  brick,  forty  by 
eighty  feet,  and  three  stories  high;  and,  in  December, 
1838,  they  were  enabled  to  re-open  the  school  in  the 
new  building  for  male  scholars,  the  apartment  for 
female  pupils  not  being  complete.  The  former  prin- 
cipal. Rev.  J.  E.  Chaplin,  having,  been  transferred 
by  the  Methodist  conference  to  Michigan,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Thompson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
1S38.  Alexander  Nelson  was  his  assistant  in  the 
mathematical  department,  and  new  life  was  infused 
into  the  school. 

At  the  annual  commencement  in  1842,  the  cata- 
logue of  the  seminary  showed  three  hundred  and 
ninety-one  students  during  the  year,  and  the  examin- 
ing committee  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  pro- 
ficiency of  the  students  and  the  zealous  and  faithful 
labors  of  the  instructors  in  the  various  branches. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  seminary  was  not 
good.  Since  the  effort  to  rebuild,  debts  had  accumu- 
lated upon  the  trustees,  which  they  found  it  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  meet,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  relief, 
a society  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1842,  known  as 
the  <£  Norwalk  Education  Society,”  the  object  of 
which  was  to  collect  funds,  and  aid  in  other  ways  the 
institution  to  relieve  itself  of  debt  and  to  increase  its 
usefulness,  of  which  society  Rev.  Adam  Poe  was 
elected  president. 

The  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  held  in  New  York  City  in  June,  1844, 
elected  Rev.  Edward  Thompson,  editor  of  the  Ladies’ 
Repository,  published  in  Cincinnati,  and,  at  the  close 
of  the  summer  session  in  July.  1844,  he.  tendered  his 
resignation  as  principal  of  the  seminary,  which  posi- 
tion he  had  occupied  since  the  fall  of  1838.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  with  regret.  He  was  a man 
of  rare  literary  attainments,  of  ripe  scholarship,  of 
pleasing  address,  of  refined  and  gentlemanly  manners, 
and  purity  of  life  and  character,  and  the  vacancy  thus 
created  was  one  of  great  difficulty  to  fill. 

H.  Dwight,  who  had  for  some  time  been  the  prin- 
cipal assistant  of  Doctor  Thompson,  was  appointed 
his  successor,  and  the  fall  term  of  1S44  was  opened 
under  his  supervision,  and  lie  remained  principal  of 
the  seminary  until  its  close,  January.  1846. 

The  seminary  bad  been  laboring  under  heavy  in- 
debtedness from  the  time  of  rebuilding  in  1838,  which 
the  most  strenuous  of  its  friends  had  been  unable  to 
remove;  and  now  that  the  stronger  interests  of  the 
Methodist  denomination  throughout  the  State  had 
been  transferred  to  the  university  at  Delaware,  the 
local  interest  of  Norwalk  was  found  inacle  piate  to  the 
removing  of  the  incumbrance,  and  the  whole  property 
was  sold  under  execution  in  favor  of  the  builders. 
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NORWALK  INSTITUTE. 

The  Baptists  of  Norwalk  called  a meeting  Janu- 
ary, 184H,  to  take  into  consideration  the  purchas- 
ing of  the  property,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
school  under  the  auspices  of  that  denomination;  and 
measures  were  immediately  inaugurated  to  carry  the 
proposition  thus  brought  forward  for  accomplishing 
this  into  effect.  A board  of  trustees  was  elected,  con- 
sisting of  J.  S.  Lowry.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hall.  Rev.  R. 

N.  Henderson,  Rev.  Samuel  Woodsworth  and  John 
Kelly,  and  arrangements  made  to  make  immediate 
efforts  to  procure  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the 
purchase  and  opening  of  the  school,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  “Norwalk  Institute.” 

The  institute  was  opened  August.  1846,  with  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Hall  as  principal,  assisted  by  Nathan  S. 
Burton,  and  Miss  Martha  J.  Flanders  as  principal  of 
the  female  department.  The  terms  of  tuition  remained  i 
the  same  as  under  tire  seminary  management,  and  j 
pupils  rapidly  filled  up  the  school.  In  November,  j 
1847,  the  catalogue  showed  the  number  of  pupils  for 
the  year  to  be  two  hundred  and  thirty — one  hundred 
and  fifteen  gentlemen,  ninety-three  ladies,  and  twenty- 
two- primary — and  the  numbers  continued  to  increase, 
till  in  lS-i'J  their  catalogue  showed  three  hundred  and 
six.  Rev.  J.  Hall  was  succeeded  by  A.  S.  Hutchins 
as  principal,  who  continued  to  occupy  that  position 
till  1855,  when  the  institute  ceased  to  exist. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio  passed  the  Akron  school  j 
law,  February  8,  1847,  and  under  this  act  and  the  | 
one  amendatory  thereto,  other  towns,  by  a petition  of  j 
two-thirds  of  their  qualified  voters,  could  avail  them-  j 
selves  of  its  provisions.  This  law  authorized  and  | 
inaugurated  the  system  of  graded  schools,  which  were  j 
soon  after  so  generally  adopted,  and  which  experience 
has  amended  and  improved  till  it  has  resulted  in  our  i 
present  efficient  system. 

March,  1855,  the  Norwalk  institute  was  purchased  ; 
by  the  Union  school  district,  together  with  library  ] 
and  apparatus,  and  Mr.  Hutchins,  who  had  been  j 
principal  of  the  institute,  became  the  superintendent 
of  our  public  schools. 

FEMALE  SEMINARY. 

The  history  of  our  schools  would  be  incomplete 
should  we  omit  to  mention  the  Female  seminary,  ! 
established  in  December,  1837,  under  the  principal- 
ship  of  Miss  Harriet  Bedford.  The  school  was  under  j 
the  control  of  a joint  stock  company,  and  managed  | 
by  a board  of  directors,  of  which  David  Gibbs  was  i 
president,  and  Dr.  John  Tifft,  secretary.  The  build-  j 
ing  occupied  was  the  one  erected  at  an  early  day  for  ■ 
our  county  court-house,  but  finding  it  too  small  to  i 
accommodate  the  increasing  business  of  the  county,  j 
it  was  sold  and  moved  to  Whittlesey  avenue,  and  j 
occupied  for  several  years  for  school  purposes.  No  j 
data  can  he  found  from  winch  the  text  books  used, 
the  course  of  study  adopted,  <>r  the  number  of  pupils 
in  attendance  can  be  given,  in  March,  lSJ'.i,  Miss 


Bedford  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  M.  F.  C.  Worcester, 
the  accomplished  wife  of  Hon;  S.  T.  Worcester,  then 
a resident  of  our  village,  whose  love  of  the  occupa- 
tion, united  with  educational  qualifications  of  a high 
■order,  soon  gave  to  the  school  an  enviable  reputation 
amongst  our  own  citizens,  and  brought  in  many 
pupils  from  other  towns. 

The  price  of  tuition  in  English  branches  was  five 
dollars,  including  drawing,  six  dollars;  Latin  and 
French  in  addition,  eight  dollars;  music,  five  dollars 
extra. 

The  seminary,  however,  continued  but  a short  time, 
though  the  precise  date  of  its  close  we  cannot  readily 
determine,  as  no  records  have  been  found.  A want 
of  means  and  pecuniary  embarrassment  led  to  its  dis- 
continuance, and  the  building  was  sold.  Mrs.  Wor- 
cester, however,  continued  a private  school  for  young 
ladies  for  some  time  after,  which  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful. 

But  the  necessity  of  a good  female  school  amongst 
our  .people  was  still  strongly  felt,  and  the  matter  con- 
tinued to  he  agitated  until  the  winter  of  1840  and  ’47, 
when  an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  for  the 
“Norwalk  Female  Seminary,”  with  S.  T.  Worcester, 
W.  F.  Kitt ridge,  C.  L.  Latimer,  John  R.  Osborn  and 
Rev.  Alfred  Newton,  as  trustees,  and  an  effort  was 
made  to  get  the  necessary  amount  of  stock  subscribed, 
which  was  fixed  at  three  thousand  live  hundred  dol- 
lars. This  amount,  after  considerable  labor,  was 
finally  obtained,  and  a beautiful  location  was  selected 
in  the  west  part  of  our  village,  corner  of  Main  and 
Pleasant  streets,  which  was  the  generous  gift  of  Hon. 
S.  T.  Worcester,  and  a suitable  two-story  brick  build- 
ing was  erected,  which  was  completed  and  fully  paid 
for  in  June,  1848. 

It  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1850  that  the  semi- 
nary was  finally  opened  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  J. 
M.  Hayes,  a Presbyterian  minUter  of  scholarly  ac- 
quirements, who  had  previously  obtained,  by  purchase 
and  assignment,  the  interests  of  the  shareholders, 
with  the  reservation  on  the  part  of  some  that  the 
building  should  continue  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
originally  designed. 

Mr.  Haves  remained  two  years,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Asa  Brainard.  of  N -w  York.  He  remained 
but  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  E.  Cook,  a 
graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke,  who  had  charge  of  it  for 
the  two  succeeding  years,  when  she  resigned  the  posi- 
tion to  her  sister.  Miss  C.  Cook,  who  remained  one 
year. 

Miss  Metcalf,  of  Hudson,  Ohioj  was  then  (in  J857) 
employed  with  Miss  Eliza  S.  Watson  as  assistant,  and 
they  fully  sustained  the  good  reputation  the  school 
attained  under  the  former  instructors.  But  the  com- 
mercial disasters  of  the  country  at  this  time,  com- 
bined with  the  growing  interests  of  our  citizens  in 
our  Public  schools,  left  the  seminary  without  an 
adequate  support,  and  in  1853  it  suspended.  Though 
its  life -was  less  than  ten  years,  jt  had  exerted  a marked 
influence  in  our  village  and  its  vicinity. 


' 


HISTORY  OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  COUNTIES,  OHIO. 


PURER'  SCHOOLS. 

The  history  of  the  public  schools  of  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  from  the  date  of  its  first  settlement  in  ISO!)  to 
the  adoption  of  our  present  system  of  graded  schools 
in  1850,  presents  little  of  especial"  interest. 

Our  district  schools  were  taught  for  many  years  in 
buildings  rented  for  that  purpose,  but  one  school 
house  belonging  to  the  district  up  to  1837,  which 
stood  upon  the  west,  lot  of  the  grounds  now  occupied 
by  our  high  school  building.  It  was  a one-story 
wooden  structu.e,  with  but  one  room,  which  was 
removed  about  1830. 

In  1837,  a school  house  was  built  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  southwest  of  the  court  home,  now  known  as 
Benedict  avenue,  and  being  somewhat  pretentious 
from  being  painted,  was  known  as  the  **'  White  school 
house.”  Another  was  soon  after  built  on  Seminary 
street,  near  the  old  Methodist  church,  of  brick,  and 
another  was  built  on  Whittlesey  avenue  in  1841 — the 
same  building  now  occupied  by  onr  public  schools. 

A building  was  also  rented  on  Railroad  avenue  in 
1841,  where  <)  school  was  kept  by  J.  II.  Foster;  and 
another  was  kept  in  a building  near  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Milan  streets,  and  still  another  was  in  the 
Norwalk  seminary  building. 

The  directors  in  1841  were  Timothy  Baker.  John 
R.  Osborn  and  Jairus  Kennari. 

Our  seminary  being  in  operation  at  that  time,  there 
were  few  excepting  primary  scholars  who  attended 
the  district  schools. 

FIRST  TRACKERS"  INSTITUTE. 

In  February,  1848.  the  first  congregation  of  teach- 
ers, under  the  title  of  'Teachers’  Institute,  was  called 
in  this  place. 

The  county  board  of  examiners  earnestly  requested 
all  teachers,  and  those  intending  to  make  application, 
to  attend  this  institute,  as  they  had  determined  upon 
a more  thorough  and  rigid  course  of  examining  the 
qualifications  of  teachers  than  formerly. 

The  commissioners  of  the  county  made  an  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses,  board  ex- 
cepted. 

The  first  institute  proved  a great  success.  It  was 
conducted  by  Prof.  M.  F.  Cowdry,  then  of  Geauga 
county,  and  J.  Hurty,  of  Mansfield.  Ohio,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Hall,  the  principal  of  the  Norwalk 
institute.  From  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred teachers,  and  those  desiring  to  become  such, 
were  in  attendance. 

Lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  S.  T.  Worcester, 
then  of  Norwalk,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Sawyer,  of  Monroe- 
ville, and  Hon.  Isaac  J.  Allen,  of  Mansfield,  and  an 
interest  was*  awakened  in  educational  matters,  the 
result  of  which  extended  far  beyond  our  borders. 

FIRST  NORMAL  CLASS  IN  THE  STATE. 

On  the  14th  day  of  June.  1848.  the  first  normal 
class  of  the  “ State  Tcaphe?*.-"  Association  ’*  held  in 
Ohio  was  convened  in  this  place,  continuing  nine 


j weeks,  and  marks  an  epoch  in  onr  educational  his- 
j tory,  for  it  seems  to  have  proved  the  radiating  point 
J from  which  a better,  a more  thorough  and  far  higher 
| system  was  soon  to  be  eliminated. 

The  Honorable  Samuel  Galloway,  then  secret  an  of 
| state,  and  president  of  the  Ohio  State  teachers’  as- 
sociation, delivered  an  address  before  the  class. 

UNION  SCHOOLS. 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  “State 
Normal  Class,”  a meeting  of  our  citizens  was  called  at 
the  court  house,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety ofTstablisliing  a system  of  union  schools.  This 
was  in  August,  1848. 

The  legislature  of  our  State,  in  February,  1849, 
passed  an  act  under  which  all  incorporated  cities, 
towns  and  villages  having  a population  of  two  hund- 
red or  more  might  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the  sys- 
tem— a majority  vote  deciding  the  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  law. 

.A t the  spring  election  in  1850,  the  question  was 
submitted  to.  a vote  of  the  people,  and  was  adopted 
with  great  unanimity.  A board  of  education  was 
elected,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  adapt  the  brick 
school  building  on  Whittlesey  avenue  to  the  necessities 
of  the  school. 

Mr.  D.  F.  Do  Wolf  was  elected  superintendent,  and 
all  arrangements  were  made  for  opening  under  the 
graded  system  on  the  23d  of  September  of  that  year. 

The  hoard  of  education  consisted  of  six  members: 
W.  F.  Kittvidge,  E.  E.  Hu. -ted,  Samuel  Pennewell, 
S.  T.  Worcester.  Henry  Brown  and  C.  L.  Boalt; 
Henrv  Brown  as  clerk  of  the  board. 

There  were  three  buildings  occupied  for  school  pur- 
poses. The  Central,  on  Mechanic  street  (now  "Whit- 
tlesey avenue.)  the  South  Pleasant  street  building, 
and  the  brick  school  house  on  Seminary  street;  the 
latter  two  as  ward  schools  for  primary  scholars,  with 
five  female  teachers.  The  superintendent  also  gave 
the  larger  portion  of  His  time  to  teaching. 

The  female  teachers  were  Mrs.  DeWolf,  Miss  Eunice 
C.  Fox,  Miss  Isabella  Farr,  Miss  M.  Barrett  and  Miss 
Julia  Hitchcock. 

The  population  of  Norwalk  at  this  time  was  about 
two  thousand,  and  the  unit  a school  district  extended 
over  the  corporation. 

The  school  opened"  with  three  hundred  scholars  in 
the  various  grades.  The  salary  of  the  superintendent 
was  fixed  at  six  hundred  dollars  a year,  and  that 
of  the  female  teachers  at  fourteen  dollars  per  month- 
A tax  was  levied  for  school  purposes  of  two  and  one- 
half  mills,  producing  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars, 
besides  the  money  received  from  the  State  school  fund, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

The  enrollment  of  the  year  amounted  to  about  four 
hundred,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  ninety  were  males 
and  two  hundred  and  ten  females,  with  ait  average  at- 
tendance of  three  hundred.  The  school  was  taught 
for  ton  months.  The  departments  were  divided  into 
primary,  secondary  and  grammar  schools. 
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At  r ho  May  election  in  1851,  0.  (1.  Carter  and  John  i 
R.  Osborn  were  elected  members  of  the  board  of  j 
education  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  ex-  i 
pi  ration  of  the  terms  of  S.  T.  Worcester  and  0.  L.  j 
Boalt.  Mr.  DeWolf  was  continued  in  the  superin-  j 
tendency,  and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Seymour  was  engaged  in  j 
the  grammar  school  at  a salary  of  two  hundred  dollars. 
She  continued  but  a short  time,  and  Miss  Janes  was 
appointed  to  the  vacancy. 

The  enumeration  for  1852  shows  seven  hundred 
and  seven  between  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty-one 
years,  with  an  enrollment  in  our  schools  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-six.  The  salary  of  Mr.  DeWolf, 
as  superintendent,  was  increased  to  seven  hundred  ! 
dollars.  During  the  year,  Miss  Ella  Tenney,  one  of 
the  teachers,  died,  after  a brief  illness,  and  a special 
meeting  of  the  board  was  held,  and  resolutions  of 
respect  and  condolence  were  passed. 

No  course  of  study  appears  in  any  of  the  records  of 
the  school  at  this  time. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  1853.  Mr.  DeWolf 
tendered  his  resignation  as  superintendent,  and  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  William  P. 
Clark,  of  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  as  superintendent,  at 
a salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars.  Mrs.  Bates  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  the  grammar  school,  and 
Miss  Hill.  Miss  Julia  Hitchcock,  Miss  Fannie  Wil- 
son, Miss  Dealing  and  Miss  Lowe  in  the  other  depart-  ,j 
meats.  The  school  examiners  at  this  time  were  Rev. 

E.  Winthrop,  Rev.  Alfred  Newton  and  Samuel  T. 
Worcester. 

The  whole  value  of  our  school  property  was  re- 
turned at  82,300,  and  the  total  expenses  of  our  school  | 
for  the  year 'at'  81,800.  The  average  salary  of  female'  J 
teachers  for  forty  weeks  was  8180.  A special  school 
tax  was  levied  of  two  mills.  Tire  value  of  maps  and 
school  apparatus  was  8150. 

In  1855,  the  board  purchased  the  brick  building 
occupied  by  the  Norwalk  Institute,  to  be  used  as  a 
central  and  high  school  building  for  the  district. 
The  purchase  was  for  the  sum  of  83,500,  which  em- 
braced the  two  central  lots  and  the  present  high 
school  building,  a small  library  and  some  apparatus. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Hutchins,  the  former  principal  of  the 
Norwalk  Institute,  was  elected  superintende  it  of  the 
Union  Schools  in  September,  1851,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Clark.  Mr.  S.  F.  Newman  was  elected  principal  of 
the  grammar  school,  with  seven  female  teachers  in 
the  primary  and  secondary  departments. 

Previous  to  the  close  of  the  school  year  in  1855,- 
Mr.  Hutchins  resigned  his  position  as  superintendent, 
and  Mr.  William  Mitchell  was  appointed  to  the  va- 
cancy. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  re-elected  superintendent  iii  1850, 
at  a salary  of  81,000  per  year,  with  the  following 
corps  of  teachers  : S.  F.  Newman,  principal  of  the 
grammar  school,  salary,  8000  ; Miss  S.  S.  Sanford, 
at  8350,  Miss  Julia  Hitchcock,  at  8300  ; Miss  Fannie  j 
Wilson,  at  8250  : Miss  Dealing,.  8300. 

The  board  at  this  time  consisted  of  N.  S.  C.  Per-  | 


kins,  Jus.  M.  Farr,  C.  F.  Newman,  II.  Rose,  F. 
Sawyer  and  R.  P.  Geer.  A levy  of  four  mills  was 
made  for  school  purposes,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  was  con- 
tinued iu  the  superintendency  at  his  previous  salary. 

At  the  annual  election  in  1858,  J.  A.  Jackman  and 
Theodore  Baker  were  elected  in  the  places  of  G.  E. 
Newman  and  R.  P.  Geer,  whose  terms  had  expired, 
and  the  new  board  systematized  their  labors  by  the 

'J 

appointment  of  committees  to  attend  'to  specific  du- 
ties. to  wit  : A committee  upon  teachers,  a committee 
upon  buildings  and  repairs,  upon  text  books,  and 
upon  supplies.  Rev.  A.  Newton,  William  Mitchell 
and  S.  T.  Worcester  were  appointed  examiners  for 
the  year. 

There  seemed  to  the  board  a necessity  for  retrench- 
ing expenses,  and  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
was  reduced  to  nine  hundred  dollars,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  Mr.  Mitchell  tendered  his  resignation. 

Mr.  Theodore  E.  Baker  was  elected  by  the  board  to 
succeed  Mr.  Mitchell  in  the  superintendency,  at  a 
salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

At  the  annual  election,  May  5th,  1860,  Messrs. 
C.  F.  Penuewell  and  William  Case  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  hoard  iu  the  places  of  Perkins  and  Rose, 
whose  terms  had  expired,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
school  year  in  July,  the  hoard  elected  R.  W.  Steven- 
son, then  of  Dresden,  Ohio,  to  the  superintendency, 
at  a salary  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  his 
wife  as  assistant  teacher  in -the  high  school,  at  a salary 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

In  1861,  sub-district  number  nine,  joining  the 
union  school  district  on  the  east,  was  by  petition 
added  to  it.  At  this  time  the  number  of  teachers 
increased  to  twelve,  including  the  superintendent. 

In  1863,  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  was  raised 
to  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  graduate  of  our  union  schools  was  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Wilkinson,  in  1861,  and  the  next  was  Miss 
Nettie  M.  North,  in  1862;  and  in  the  class  of  1863 
were  Miss  Arietta  Newman,  'William  F.  Parker  and 
Cortland  L.  Ken  nan. 

Iu  1864,  Mr.  Stevenson’s  salary  was  increased  to- 
one  thousand  one  • hundred  dollars.  All  the  teachers 
of  the  previous  year  were  invited  to  remain,  at  in- 
creased. salaries.  At  the  close  of  this  school  year 
there  were  seven  in  the  graduating  class. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Stevenson’s  alary  was  again  increased, 
to  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  and  all  the 
teachers  of  the  previous  year  were  invited  to  remain 
at  former  salaries.  The  population  of  our  union 
school  district  at  this  time  was  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  the  enumeration  of 
children  between  five  and  twenty-one  years  was  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three,  divided  as 
follows:  Six  hundred  and  ninety-five  white  males, 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  white  females,  seven 
colored  males  and  four  colored  females.  At  the  close 
of  this  school  year  there  was  a graduating  class  of  six. 

In  1866.  Mr.  Stevenson's  salary  was  again  increased 
by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  board,,  they  recognlz- 
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iug  the  value  of  his  services,  and  the  salaries  of  inter- 
mediate and  secondary  teachers  were  also  increased 
fifty  dollars  per  year  each. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Stevenson  was  again  re-elected  to  the 
superintendency,  with  his  salary  increased  to  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  board  decided  to  erect  a larger  and  better 
school  house  on  South  Pleasant  street,  the  old  one 
being- small  and  dilapidated.  A lot  was  purchased, 
adjoining  the  old  one,  for  eight  hundred  dollars,  and 
a brick  building  was  erected  to  accommodate  primary 
scholars.  The  tax  levied  was  five  mills,  and  the 
amount  disbursed  for  school  purposes  was  thirteen 
thousand  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  seventy-nine 
cents  There  were  ten  graduates  at  the  close  of  this 
year. 

In  18GS,  R.  W.  Stevenson  was  re-elected  superin- 
tendent, at  a salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
salaries  of  most  of  the  teachers  were  increased. 

There  was  urgent  necessity  for  more  room  and 
more  school  buildings,  to  accommodate  the  increased 
number  of  scholars  in  the  different  wards  of  the  vil- 
lage. The  board  obtained  from  the  corporation 
authorities  a deed  of  two  lots  on  League  street, 
designed  in  the  platting  by  the  “ Homestead  League  ” 
for  “public  purposes,”  for  the  erection  of  a school 
house,  and  the  board  proceeded  to  erect  .a  good, 
substantial  two-story  brick  building  for  the  purpose, 
known  as  the  “'League  Street  School  House.” 

The  building  was  erected  under  the  especial  super- 
vision of  D.  D.  Benedict  and  Theodore  Williams, 
(a  committed  appointed  by  the  board, ) at  an  expense 
of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighfy-eioht 
-dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  which  was  all  paid  for 
without  levying  any  additional  tax  over  that  raised  for 
school  purposes  of  five  mills.  The  board  also  pur- 
chased an  acre  of  land  on  Benedict  avenue,  in  the 
south  part  of  the  village,  for  the  erection  of  another 
ward  school  house,  to  be  put  up  as  soon  as  the  finances 
would  permit,  without  creating  a bonded  debt.  For 
this  they  paid  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Our  enumeration  had  now  reached  one  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  twenty-one,  and  the  enrollment  in  our  schools 
wr  s eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  with  an  average 
cost  per  pupil  of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents 
per  year.  The  graduating  class  this  year  consisted  of 
five  members. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  in  1871,  the  super- 
intendent and  all  the  teachers  were  invited  to  remain. 
Mr.  Stevenson,  however,  tendered  his  resignation,  as 
he  had  been  elected  to  the  same  position  in  the  public 
schools  of  Columbus,  at  an  increased  salary. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Farwell,  of  Quincy.  Illinois,  was 
elected  by  the  board  to  succeed  Mr.  Stevenson  from 
September,  1871,  • at  a salary  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  crowded  state  of  our  schools  in  lb7’>  made  it 
necessary  that  a school  building  should  be  erected  on 
the  lot  purchased  on  Benedict  avenue,  and  plan-  were 
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procured,  and  measures  adopted  for  proceeding  at 
once  to  its  erection.  D.  D.  Benedict  and  Theodore 
Williams  were  appointed  a building  committee,  and 
authorized  to  fit  up  the  grounds  and  make  all  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  having  a school  opened.  A 
very  commodious  two-story  brick  building  was  erected, 
about  thirty-six  by  sixty  feet,  upon  the  ground,  de- 
signed to  accommodate  two  primary  schools,  with 
ante-rooms,  recitation-rooms-  and  black-boards,  and 
seated  with  modern  single  seats  and  desks,  having  a 
more  tasty  and  attractive  exterior  than  any  of  our 
previous  school  buildings,  at  a cost  of  eight  thousand 
dollars.  This  building  will  seat  comfortably  one 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars. 

Mr.  Farwell  was  re-elected  superintendent  at  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. and  the  teachers  of  the  previous  year  were  invited 
to  remain. 

Mr.  Farwell  was  re-eleeted  superintendent  in  187'?, 
at  his  previous  salary. 

Miss  S.  H.  Smith  resigned  her  position  in  the  high 
school  at  the  close  of.  the  school  year  in  1873.  she 
had  been  teacher  of  marked  ability  in  our  schools  for 
many  years,  and  her  resignation  was  accepted  with 
much  regret. 

Mr.  Farwell  was  re-elected  to  the  superintendency 
in  July,  1873.  There  was  a graduating  class  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year  of  eleven. 

In  July,  1874-,  Mr.  Far  well’s  time  having  expired, 
the  board  elected  C.  W.  Oakes  superintendent,  at  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  and  six  -hundred  dollars  per 
year. 

The  enumeration  taken  under  the  law  of  May  15, 
1873,  limits  the  school  age  to  those  between  six  and 
twenty-one  rears — our  last  enumeration  embracing 
those  between  five  and  twenty-one  years.  IV e fi nd  the 
number  reduced  to  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirtv-four.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  six 
hundred  and  fourteen,  of  whom  eighty  were  in  the 
high  school.  It  should  be  stated,  in  explanation  of 
the  small  per  eentage  of  daily  attendance  to  the 
enumeration,  that  the  Catholic  denomination  main- 
tains separate  schools,  and  also  the  Lutherans  (mak- 
ing three  in  all,)  and  employing  four  or  five  teachers. 
There  were  twelve  in  the  graduating  class  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year. 

Mr.  Oakes  was  re-elected  to  the  superin  tendency  in 
June,  1875,  at  a salary  of  one  thousand  and  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

The  board  this  year  added  vocal  music  to  the 
branches  taught,  and  engaged  the  services  of  Prof. 
Luse  at  a salary  of  six  hundred  dollars,  to  divide  his 
time  between  the  different  schools. 

A brief  recapitulation  of  the  prominent  points  in 
our  school  history  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

Our  graded  schools  were  organized  under  the 
general  law  of  1849;  they  opened  under  that  law  in 
September,.  1850;  the  population  of  Norwalk  v. as 
then  about  two  thousand:  the . enrollment  the  first 
vear  wn<  about  four  hundred ; our  present-  population 
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(INTO)  is  six  thousand  and  one  hundred-:  our  -enu-  i 
mention  between  six  and  twenty-one  years  is  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  our  enroll-  | 
inent  in  schools,  exclusive  of  Catholic  and  Lutheran 
schools,  is  one  thousand  and  one. 

We  commenced  with  four  schools,  in  three  build-  j 
ings,  and  five  teachers;  we  now  have  seven  school  ; 
houses;  nineteen  schools  and  twenty-three  teachers. 

We  paid  our  first  superintendent  six  hundred  dollars  j 
per  year,  and  our  female  teachers  fourteen  dollars  per 
month;  we  now  pay  our  superintendent  one  thousand 
and  eight  hundred  per  year,  and  our  female  teachers  i 
from  thirty-five  to  sixty  dollars  per  month.  Our 
monthly  pay  roll  is  now  one  thousand  and  two  I 

j x j 

hundred  dollars. 

We  commenced  with  three  grades,  primary,  sec-  i 
omlary  and  grammar  ; we  now  have  nine  grades,  em- 
bracing  the  high  school,  with  a standard  of  education  | 
intended  to  fit  pupils  to  enter  college.  We  think  the  j 
average  cost  per  scholar,  for  instruction  for  a series  i 
of  years,  will  not  exceed  *15  per  year. 

Our  school  property  in  1850  was  worth  8:1,300;  it  i 
is  now  worth  over  845,000. 


We  have  had  seven  different  superintendents  in  our  i 
schools  since  organizing  under  the  graded  system,  as  ■ 
follows  : D.  F.  DeWolf,  from  1850  to  1853  ; W.  F. 
Clark,  from  1853  to  1854;  A.  S.  Hutchins,  from 
1854  to  1855  : William  Mitchell,  from  1855  to  1850  ; 
T.  E.  Baker,  from  1350  to  1800  : E.  V.'.  Stevenson,  ! 
I860  to  1ST  J : H.  A.  Farwell,  1871  to  1874  : G.  W.  i 
Oakes,  1874. 

Our  list,  of  graduates  numbers  113. 

An  association  of  the  Alumni  was  organized  in 
1875,  which  proved  both  pleasant  and  profitable,  and 
promises  to  be  a permanent  society,  holding  regular 
meetings  hereafter.  It  numbers  among  its  members  I 
many  of  our  best  citizens,  and  gathers  from  abroad  ! 
many,  occupying  prominent  positions,  who  have  gone  I 
out  from  us. 

The  Catholic  portion  of  our  population  has  never  j 
felt  disposed  to  participate,  to  any  great  extent,  in 
the  benefits  of  our  public  schools,  preferring  to  main-  | 
tain  their  separate  denominational  institutions.  They 
maintain  two  schools  within  our  district,  employing 
four  teachers. 

The  hoard  of  education  has  never  made  the  reading 
of  the  Bible  m the  schools  imperative  upon  superin- 
tendents or  teachers,  but  has  left  the  matter  wholly 
discretionary  with  them  ; and  though  the  general  j 
practice  is  in  most  of  our  schools  to  read  a portion  of 
the  Scriptures  in  the  opening  exercise,  no  strictures 
or  criticisms  have  arisen  of  a sectarian  character  to 
disturb  their  peaceful  progress. 

There  is  no  local  interest  dearer  to  our  people  than 
that  of  maintaining  the  high  standing  of  our  public 
selioools.  The  impression  has  grown  into  a settled  I 
conviction,  that  with  universal  suffrage,  the  great  safe- 
guard for  our  institutions,  both  ck’il  and  religions,  is 
in  universal  education. 


LAW  .VXD  IirslNKSS  COLLEGE. 

On  the  21st  day  of  October,  A.  I).  1878,  Wm.  H. 
Sprague,  Esq.,  established  Sprague’s  Business  Col- 
lege, and  located  it  in  Gallup’s  new  block.  Since  its 
organization,  over  thirty  students  have  been  and  are 
in  attendance.  It  is  already  a success.  By  reason  of 
young  men  soliciting  assistance  in  studying  the  law, 
the  proprietor  has  concluded  to  add  a law  department, 
which  will  open  on  the  22d  day  of  September.  1873, 
and  will  be  known  as  Sprague’s  Law  and  Business 
College.  The  faculty  have  been  engaged  and  are 
well  known  at  the  bar,  viz  : Hon.  G.  T.  Stewart, 
Col.  Frank  Sawyer,  S.  A.  Wildman  and  C.  H.  Gal- 
lup. Instruction  in  phonographic  short-hand  will 
also  be  given  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Mahon,  a practical  pho- 
nographer. 

W H1TTLESEY  A C A I)  E V Y . 

For  twenty-six  years  there  has  been  in  existence  in 
Norwalk,  a corporation  known  by  name  to  many  of 
our  citizens,  but  as  to  whose  origin  and  history  there 
exists  an  almost  entire  lack  of  information.  A whole 
generation  has  grown  up  since  the  •’Whittlesey  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences"  was  organized,  who  know 
nothing  of  the  facts  which  led  to  its  organization. 

■ On  the  ICth  of  October,  181b,  Hon.  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, who  held  the  title  as  trustee  in  fact,  for  him- 
self. Mathew  B.  Whittlesey,  F.  Moss  White  and 
Platt  Benedict,  filed  the  ‘•townplatof  Norwalk"  with 
the  recorder  of  Huron  comity.  Forty-eight  lots  are 
plotted  and  described,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  de- 
scription is  as  follows  : 

“The  roads,  streets  and  alleys  are  given  for  public 
use.  Lot  13  is  given  fora  site  to  build  a court  house. 
Lot  12,  a meeting  house.  Lot  1 for  an  academy  or 
college,  and  lot  24  for  a goal,  ’’evidently  meaning  gaol, 
or  jail. 

Loti,  thus  dedicated  for  £‘an  academy  or  college” 
remained  unoccupied  for  many  years,  and  was  used 
for  a play  ground  by  the  youth  of  the  village,  and  as 
a public  hitching  place  for  teams,  but  after  nearly 
forty  years  Mr.  Whittlesey,  in  1854,  then  a resident 
of  Washington,  and  Platt  Benedict,  gave  a quit  claim 
deed  of  the  lot  to  the  '"Whittlesey  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,”  which  had  been  organized  by  a number 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  the  year  previous. 
This  quit  claim  is  dated  April  20th,  1854. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1853,  a number  of  gentlemen 
‘■being  desirous  of  founding  an  academy,  in  said 
town,  for  the  advancement  of  useful  knowledge  by 
courses  of  lectures  upon  the  sciences  and  arts,  and 
a library  and  cabinet  of  curiosities,”  made  petition  to 
the  county  auditor,  to  he  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  Ohio.  ••The  intention  being  to  secure  and  perfect 
the  title  to  lot  No.  1 in  said  Norwalk,  and  erect  a 
suitable  building  thereon,  according  to  the  the  inten- 
tion of  the  donor,  Hon.  Elisha  \\  hittlesoy."  Accord- 
ingly, G.  T.  Stowe rt,  who  was  then  the  county 
auditor,  appointed  three  appraisers,  David  Johnson, 
David  F.  Merrill,  and  Alfred  S.  Curtiss,  to  view  and 
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appraise  lot  No.  I.  They  duly  performed  this  duty,  j 
appraising  the  lot  at  8800,  and  made  their  return 
May  3 1st.  The  next  day.  auditor  Stewart  issued,  his  | 
certificate  of  incorporation,  and  on  June  2d,  C.  B.  ; 
Stickney,  E.  Gray,  G.  H.  Salford,  J.  E.  Ingersoll,  C. 

E.  Newman.  M.  R.  Brailey,  F.  A.  Wildinan  and  G. 
T.  Stewart,  met  at  the  mayor’s  office  to  organize. 

0.  B.  Stickney  presided  and  G.  T.  Stewart  acted  as 
secretary.  G.  II.  Safford  stated  the  object  of  the  ; 
meeting  and  moved  that  the  association  be  known  as  : 
the  “Whittlesey  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences."  i 
Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Brailey  and  Satford  were  appointed  ! 
committee  to  draft  a constitution  and  by-laws,  which 
were  adopted  at  a meeting  held  June  18th.  On  the 
2d  of  July,  officers  were  chosen  for  the  year,  as  follows:  I 

President,  S.  T.  "Worcester ; vice-president,  G.  T.  ; 
Stewart  ; secretary,  J.  E.  Ingersoll  ; treasurer,  E.  : 
Gray ; librarian,  C.  E.  Newman  : trustees,  S.  T. 
Worcester,  G.  T.  Stewart,  C.  B.  Stickney,  G.  H. 
Satford,  M.  R.  Brailey. 

Within  a few  weeks,  Mr.  Ingersoll  removed  from 
the  village,  and  E.  A.  Wildinan  was  chosen,  secretary. 
Mr.  Gray,  who  was  the  first  treasurer,  has  acted  con- 
tinuously in  that  capacity  ever  since,  nearly  twenty-six  j 
years.  The  academy  being  thus  organized,  the  next 
tiling  was  to  erect  a building.  At  a meeting  held  | 
'November  7,  1853,  a building  committee  was  ap- 
pointed,  consisting  of  G.  T.  Stewart,  G.  H.  Salford 
and  E.  Grey.  Subsequently,  M.  R.  Brailey  was  added  j 
to  the  committee,  and  the  contract  for  building  the  I 
present  Whittlesey  block  was  awarded  to  John  King.  ! 
The  sum  of -810,137.02,  to  build  with,  was  furnished  j 
by  the  following  parties,  who  received  perpetual 
leases,  subject  to  forfeiture  on  non-payment  of  annu-  j 
at  rental  or  assessments,  of  the  several  rooms  m the  | 
block,  the  academy  reserving  Whittlesey  hall  and 
ante-roorn  for  its  own  use  : 


Platt  Benedict.. 81.168  SO  j 

E.  Gager 1,317  50  j 

J.  M.  Crosby 1.170  00  j 

Hasted  & Gray : 779  20  j 

Corporation  of  Norwalk 974  00  j 

Worcester  & Pennew  ell, 370  !3  j 

Jairusdiennan 340  90  j 

Osborn  & Stewart, 358  70  : 

G.  H.  Safford 305  90  1 

G.  T.  Stewart  606  60  | 

M.  R.  Brailey, .......  1,608  40  j 

Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  No.  64.  F.  Sc  A.  M 904  50  j 


The  total  cost  of  the  building,  as  shown  by  the  re-  j 
port  of  treasurer  Gray,  was  some  8188  more  than  the  j 
above. 

The  academy  is  limited  to  twenty-five  members.  ; 
who  hold  their  membership  during  life,  or  until  re-  j 
moval  from  the  county.  Vacancies  are  filled  at  the  i 
annual  meeting,  which  is  held  the  second  Monday  in  j 
April.  All  the  rooms  in  the  block  are  subject  to  an 
annual  charge  foj,  ground  rent,  and  the  amounts  thus 
received,  with  the  rental  of  Whittlesey  hall,  furnish  ; 
the  income  of  the  academy.  Until  1860,  when  the  ! 
Young  Men’s  Library  and  Reading  Room  was  estab-  j 
1 i -hod.  the  academy  furnished  a course  of  lectures  i 
nearly  every  winter,  and  had  accumulated  quite  a j 


library  and  some  curiosities.  They  then  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  library  association,  whereby  the 
latter  took  charge  of  their  books.  An  annual  appro- 
priation of  from  8100  to  8400  for  new  books  lias  since 
been  made.  At  this  time  nearly  all  the  books  in. the 
Young  Men’s  Library  belong  to  the  Whittlesey  acad- 
emy. The  free  use  of  the  hall  has  also  been  granted 
the  library  for  lectures  or  entertainments,  to  the 
number  of,  at  least,  eight  each  year. 

The  affairs  of  the  academey  are  managed  by  a 
board  of  five  trustees,  who  meet  at  frequent  intervals 
during  the  year,  the  academy  itself  rarely  convening, 
save  at  the  annual  meeting  in  April.  The  following 
gentlemen  ha\e  been  members  of  the  Whittlesey 
academy  in  the  past  : 

M.  R.  Brailey,  G.  H.  Safford,  J.  E.  Ingersoll,  W. 
S.  Rose,  S.  T.  Worcester,  S.  R.  Beckwith,  B.  F. 

Roberts,  J.  A.  Jones.  Edward  Winthrop,  Charles 
Bishop,  .1.  A.  Jackman,  I.  E.  Morehouse,  John 
Cline,  George  Baker,  Joseph  M.  Farr,  E.  M.  Stone, 
A.  Brainerd.  R.  "W.  Stevenson,  1).  H.  Pease,  C.  E. 
Pennewell,  E.  E.  Husted,  Jairus  Ken  nan,  C.  L. 
Boali,  S.  L.  Hatch,  F.  Sears,  Platt  Benedict,  John 
Mountain,  Elmer  E.  Husted. 

The  following  are  the  present  members  : 

G.  T.  Stewart.  E.  Gray,  C.  E.  Newman,  E.  A. 

Wildinan,  O.  G.  Carter,  C.  B.  Stickney,  L.  1). 

Strut  ton,  John  Tifft.  N.  S.  C.  Perkins,  Hiram  Rose, 
Franklin  Sawyer,  P.  N.  Schuyler,  J.  B.  Ford,  C.  P. 
Wickham,  G.  Y\ . Knapp,  D,  D.  Benedict,  S.  P. 

Hildreth,  Henry  S.  Mitchell,  C.  L.  Kennan,  D.  H. 
Fox,  S.  A.  Wildman,  Charles  A.  Lloyd,  C.  II.  Gal- 
lup, James  G.  Gibbs,  L.  C.  Laylm. 

The  annual  meeting  for  1879,  was  held  Monday, 
April  14th.  Eighteen  members  were  present.  The 
report  of  the  trustees  showed  an  income  during  the 
year  of  8665.25  from  hall  rents,  and  8194.92  from 
ground  rents  and  assessments.  (Assessments  are 
made  on  the  several  rooms  for  repairs  or  improve- 
ments when  necessary). 

The  expenditures  amounted  to  8923.02,  of  which 
8178.17  was  for  books  for  the  library,  and  8133  was 
for  the  catalogue  of  the  library.  The  balance  on 
hand  is  8460.86. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as  fol- 
lows : President,  F.  A.  Wildman  ; vice-president.  O. 
G.  Carter  ; secretary,  S.  A.  Wildman  ; treasurer,  E. 
Gray  ; trustees.  I).  IF  Fox.  C.  II.  Gallup,  S.  P. 
Hildreth,  C.  A.  Lloyd  and  8.  A.  Wildman  : of  which 
hoard  C.  H.  Gallup  is  chairman. 

The  use  of  the  hall,  free  of  expense,  was  tendered 
to  the  library  association,  for  lectures  or  entertain- 
ments, to  the  number  of  nine  during  che  year.  The 
sum  of  8150  was  appropriated  for  books,  to  be  placed 
in  the  keeping  of  the  library  association.  The  trus- 
tees were  authorized  to  take  such  action  as  they  may 
deem  proper  in  aiding  the  Firelands  Historical  Soci- 
ety to  protect  its  cab" net. 

The  academy  is  one  of  the  most  meritorious  insti- 
tutions in  the  place,  and  that  gift  of  lot  No.  1,  is 
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really  the  substantial  base  of  our  present  valuable 
Young  Men's  Library. 

LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM. 

■ Early  in  January,  18Gb,  a number  of  our  citizens 
convened  at  the  town  hall,  to  discuss  plans  for  estab- 
lishing a reading  room,  and  organizing  a library  asso- 
ciation. Resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  and  pledging  those  present  to 
the  support  of  the  enterprise.'  A committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  a constitution  and  solicit  subscrip- 
tions. 

At  a subsequent  meeting,  held  on  the  '24th  of  Jan- 
uary, a constitution  was  adopted,  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  in  which  the  objects  of  the  association 
were  declared  to  be,  the  providing  for  the  people,  and 
especially  the  youth  of  Norwalk,  additional  means 
for  mental  improvement  through  the  agency  of  a 
library,  reading  room,  public  lectures,  and  other  kin- 
dred instnmentalities.  An  organization  was  then  ef- 
fected under  the  name  of  The  Young  Men's  Library 
and  Reading  Room  Association,  and  the  following 
officers  elected  : R.  W.  Stevenson,  president ; D.  H. 
Pease,  vice-president  ; T.  D.  Shepard,  secretary ; W. 

M.  Cline,  treasurer  ; directors,  D.  D.  Benedict,  E. 

E.  Husted,  T.  P.  Bishop  and  C.  P.  Wickham.  A 
nucleus  of  a library  was  provided  by  an  unconditional  j 
gift  to  the  association,  of  over  one  hundred  valuable  i 
volumes,  by  Mrs.  S.  T.  Worcester. 

This  gift  was  immediately  followed  by  a proposition 
from  the  “Whittlesey  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences," 
in  which  they  proposed,  (in  order  to  carry  more  fully  j 
into  effect  out-  of  the  leading  objects  for  which  the  j 
academy  was  organized,)  to  loan  to  the  Young  Men's  l 
Association,  all  the  books  then  owned  by  the  academy, 
and  all  that  might  hereafter  be  acquired  by  gift,  pur- 
chase, or  otherwise,  to  be  kept  for  its  use,  so  long  as 
the  association  was  conducted  according  to  the  arti- 
cles of  its  organization.  Also,  that  the  academy 
would  appropriate,  at  that  time,  8500  for  the  imme- 
diate increase  of  the  library,  and  not  less  than  850 
for  that  purpose,  annually  thereafter. 

The  loan  acquired  at  that  time  consisted  of  1554 
volumes,  a number  of  which  were  a present  to  the 
academy  from  Washington  Irving.  The  library  of  j 
the  association  was  a short  time  after  increased,  by  a 
gift  from  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  125  volumes. 

The  labors  of  the  finance  committee  were  attended 
with  considerable  success,  as  the  following  memoran- 


dum taken  from  their  report  will  show  : 

■ ■ | 

Ucion  Aid  Society,  donation  $ 76  1)9  1 

Bounty  Fund,  donation - 6*73  16  j 

Christian  Commission,  donation 10  00  i 

Soldiers’ Aid  Society,  donation - - 58  00  [ 

Alert  Club,  donation  ISO  00  j 

Alert  Club  Library  fynd,  donation 420  00  l 

Norwalt  High  School,  donation 100  00  1 

Ladies'  Festival,  donation  218  19  j 

Total  donations *2,025  44 

With  ;i  part  of  the  funds,  thus  acqurired.  iheasso-  | 
elation  'was  enabled  to  lease  suitable  rooms  and  pro- 
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vide  furniture.  The  rooms  were  supplied  with  the- 
leading  newspapers  and  periodicals,  published  at  that 
time,  and  immediately  became  the  most  popular  place 
of  resort  in  the  town.  In  the  winter  following  the 
organization  of  the  association,  an  excellent  course  of 
lectures  was  given  under  its  auspices.  Since  that 
time  the  association  has  enjoyed  the  services  of  the 
best  lecturers  in  the  country. 

In  the  year  18.68,  there  were  only  '2G23  volumes  on 
its  shelves,  and  4b  papers  and  periodicals  on  the  ta- 
bles, now  there  are  nearly- 5000  volumes  and  over  60- 
papers  and  periodicals,  in  store  for  its  patrons. 

The  amount  of  money  received  annually  from 
membership  tickets,  and  from  the  interest  of  the 
permanent  fund,  has  been  barely  sufficient  to  defray 
necessary  expenses.  All  additions  of  books  that 
have  been  made  to  the  library,  have  been  bought  by 
the  Whittlesey  academy,  or  by  money  raised  by 
festivals,  excursions,  and  other  entertainments  of  like 
nature. 

The  association  is  not  in  debt,  but  yet  it  is  in  great 
need  of  more  liberal  support.  It  has  always  been  the 
desire  of  the  association,  to  occupy  a home  of  its  own. 
It  was  expected  that  the  permanent  fund,  with  the 
accumulating  interest,  would  at  some  time  enable  it 
to  realize  that  hope. 

The  permenent  fund  now  amounts  to  81,900/ 
which  is  invested  in  real  estate  security.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  association  has  invested  82 25,  a bequest 
of  Mrs.  S.  T.  Worcester.  It  was  Mrs.  Worcester's 
request  that  the  money  should  be  used  only  in  beauti- 
fying and  adorning  the  rooms  of  the  association. 

The  library  was  first  established  in  rooms  in  the  old 
Mansion  House  block.  The  rooms  were  inconvenient, 
and  the  books  were  necessarily  in  a disordered  state. 
A removal  was  made  in  June,  1818,  to  the  rooms  now 
occupied  in  the  Gallup  block,  which  were  fitted  up 
at  considerable  expense,  new  eases  provided,  and  the 
books  arranged  in  systematic  order,  and  an  alphabet- 
ical- list  of  the  library  was  taken,  and  a catalogue  pre- 
pared. It  is  the  first  ever  provided  and  was  the  best 
method  of  preserving  the  hooks. 

The  present  officers  are,  C.  II.  Gallup,  president;  ; 
C.  W.  Oakes,  vice-president  ; E.  L.  Hosted,  treas- 
urer ; G.  F.  Titus,  secret;  ry  ; J.  G.  Gibbs,  B.  S. 
Hubbard,  H.  L.  Kennan,  L.  C.  Laylin,  S.  J.  Pat- 
rick. F.  Sawyer,  Jr.,  directors  ; Miss  S.  Rowland, 
librarian. 

On  account  of  the  loss  of  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
liminary meetings,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  with 
certainty,  the  names  of  our  citizens  who  were  most 
active  in  organizing  and  establishing  the  association, 
but  Mrs.  M.  F.  C.  Worcester,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Corwin, 
David  H.  Pease,  R.  W.  Stevenson  and  Charles  P. 
Wickham  were  among  them  ; none,  however,  were 
more  efficient  in  the  good  work  than  Mrs.  Worcester. 

This  institution  fills  a very  important  position 
among  the  educational  enterprises  of  the  town,  and 
but  few  of  them  better  deserve  the  fostering  care  of  its 
citizens. 
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C II  UR  CUES 

1 82 1 — PROTEST  A NT  F.  P LSC'OPA  L. 

Early  in  the  year  1818  the  first  public  religious 
services  in  the  township  were  held  at  the  log  house  of  j 
Platt  Benedict  and  consisted  of  reading  the  service  of  I 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  a sermon,  by  a \ 
dayman.  After  that,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  j 
new  court  house  (now  Central  hotel  on  Whittlesey  j 
avenue),  those  services  were  kept  up  with  more  or  less  j 
regularity  for  some  years.  In  a letter  written  by  Mrs.  I 
Ruth  Boalt,  wife  of  C’apt.  John  Boalt  and  mother  of  i 
Charles  L.  Boalt,  to  her  daughter,  in  Watertown,  N.  j 
Y.,  and  dated  June  12,  1820,  she  says: 

“We  have  no  minister  with  us,  but  I have  the  | 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  society  meets  at  the  j 
court*  house  every  Sabbath  and  reads  the  church  ser-  | 
vice  and  a sermon.  * * * Lester  read  the  sermon  j 

last  Sabbath." 

On  January  20.  1821,  a number  of  persons  of  Nor-  j 
walk  and  vicinity,  calling  themselves  members  and  | 
friends  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  met  at  1 
Norwalk  village.  Platt  Benedict  was  appointed  chair-  j 
man  and  William  Gardiner  elected  clerk.  The  fol- 
lowing named  persons  were  then  enrolled  as  members  j 
or  friends  of  the  church:  Platt  Benedict,  Luke  j 

Keeler.  Amos  Woodward,  William  Gardiner.  Ami  | 
Keeler.  William  Woodward,  Gordon  Woodward,  i 
David  Gibbs,  Moses  Sowers,  John  Keeler,  John  Boalt,  \ 
Samuel  Sparrow,  Asa  Sandford,  Henry  Hurlbut,  E.  | 
Lane,  William  Gallup,  and  Enos  Gilbert,  eleven  in  I 
all.  Of  that  number,  Ami  Keeler  is  the  only  survivor.  ; 

At  that  meeting  it  was  voted  to  organize  the  parish  | 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Norwalk,  and  to  adopt  the  con-  [ 
.stitution  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal* Church  of  the  • 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  following  officers  j 
were  elected;  Amos  Woodward,  senior  warden:  Luke  j' 
Keeler,  junior  warden;  Ebenezer  Lane,  clerk,  and  ; 
Platt  Benedict.  John  Keeler,  John  Boalt,  Ebenezer  ! 
Lane,  and  Asa  Sanford,  vestrymen.  As  no  clergyman 
was  then  to  be  had,  Platt  Benedict,  John  Boalt,  Amos 
Woodward,  Samuel  Sparrow  and  Ebenezer  Lane  were 
chosen  as  lay  readers. 

The  occasion  of  tnis  meeting  was  the  visit  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Searle,  an  Episcopal  minister,  who  on  the  ! 
next  day,  January  21,  1820,  performed  divine  service,  : 
(the  first  in  Norwalk)  and  also  administered  the  rite  j 
of  infant  baptism  to  Louisa  Williams,  Theodore  Wil-  i 
liams,  William  Gallup  and  Eben  Lane.  These  were  ; 
also  the  first  baptisms  in  Norwalk.  On  the  next  day  j 
he  baptized  one  adult.  Henrv  Hurlbut,  and  also  the  i 
children  of  Captain  John  Boalt,  as  follows:  Amanda.  ; 
Clarissa  and  Martha. 

From  that  time  on  to  1820  meetings  and  lav  read-  i 
ings  were  kept  up, and  at  long  intervals  the  Rev.' Mr.  ; 
Searle  made  other  visits  and  administered  many  bap-  j 
tisms. 

In  August,  1826,  Rev.  C.  P.  Bronson  was  engaged 
to  officiate  for  such  portion  of  his  time  as  funds  could 
he  raised  to  pay  him  for.  In  1828  efforts  were  made  1 


to  raise  means  with  which  to  build  a church,  and  Mr. 
Bronson  was  sent  east  to  solicit  assistance.  The  re- 
sult was  that  on  his  return  he  reported  tire  collection 
of  donations  amounting  to  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  .but 
did  not  offer  to  pay  over  the  funds  and  never  did. 
This  unfortunate  affair  discouraged  the  enterprise. 
Bronson’s  connection  with  the  church  was  severed  in 
1820  and  no  minister' was  employed  until  1833,  when 
Rev.  John  P.-  Bailsman  took  charge  at  a salary  of  8400 
per  year  for  two-thirds  of  his  time.  He  remained 
only  one  year.  Then  a Mr.  Eaton  officiated  as  a lay- 
reader,— services  still  being  held  in  the  court  house-  - 
and  the  congregation  was  called  together  by  Ami 
Keeler  blowing  a tin  horn. 

In  1835  Rev.  E.  Punderson  took  charge  and  re- 
mained about  four  years. 

At  the  time  the  first  effort,  already  mentioned,  was 
made  to  raise  funds  to  build  a church  edifice,  in  1828, 
the  site  of  the  present  church  and  burying  ground 
(four  acres)  was  purchased  in  the  name  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  from  White,  Tweedy  and  Iloyt  for  sixty-one 
dollars.  The  deed  is  recorded  July  12,  1828,  in  vol- 
ume five  of  deeds  at  page  six  hundred  and  ten. 

In  1834  another  effort  was  made  to  provide  a build- 
ing and  proved  so  far  successful  that  the  larger  part 
of  the  present  structure  was  erected  at  a cost  of  two 
thousand  and  twenty  dollars.  It  was  completed  in 
1835  and  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  McIIvaine,  June 
26,  1836. 

In  1837  the  original  organ  (now  rebuilt)  was  pur- 
chased of  A.  Backus,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  a cost 
of  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

In  1839,  Rev.  Anson  Clark,  of  Medina,  took  charge 
until  September.  1840.  when,  on  account  of  ill-health, 
he  severed  his  connection  as  pastor,  and  went  south, 
but  returned  and  took  charge  again  in  February, 
1841,  only  to  remain  until  June  of  the  same  year. 

November  1,  1841,  Rev.  J.  J.  Okili,  of  New  York, 
took  charge,  but  resigned  November  14,  IS  12. 

December  18,  1842,  Rev.  Alvan  Guion  took  charge 
at  a salary  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 
hut  “if  the  vestry  found  it  inconvenient  to  pav  that 
amount,  lie  was  to  accept  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars."  He  resigned  May  2.  1844. 

September  30.  1844,  Rev.  Sabin  Hough,  of  Mic- 
higan, took  charge  at  a salary  of  four  hundred  dollars 
per  year,  and  house  rent  free. 

About  May  1,  1840.  lie  resigned,  because  “•he 
believed  several  of  the  loading  doctrines  of  the 
church  were  at  great  variance  from  the  principles  of 
eternal  truth.” 

April  7,  1847,  Rev.  Edward  \\  itithrop,  of  Marietta, 
was  called  and  took  charge  at  a salary  of  live  hundred 
dollars,  remaining  until  a disease  of  the  throat  con- 
strained him  to  resign  iti  1854. 

June  26,  1854,  Rev.  George  \\  atson.  of  Oswego, 
New  York,  was  called  and  took  charge  at.  a salary  of 
eight  hundred  dollar',  and  remained  until  June  27. 
JS6  4.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Henry  Tulliuge  on 
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March  25,  1805,  who  resigned  April  22,  1807.  Rev. 
William  Newton  took  charge  May  8,  1867,  and  re- 
signed June  '16,  1870.  Rev.  li.  II.  Morrell  took 
charge  October  1,  1870,  and  resigned  April  6,  1874; 
and  the  Iiev.  R.  B.  Balcorn,  the  present  incumbent, 
took  charge  July  15,  1874. 

Benedict  Chapel  was  erected  in  1803-4,  at  a cost  of 
about  four  thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  Platt 
Benedict  contributed  about  one  thousand  and  five 
hundred  dollars, — hence  its  name. 

In  1868,  a bell  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the 
tower,  at  a cost  of  about  four  hundred  dollars. 

1823-methomat  episcopa r,. 

In  the  year  ISIS,'  Rev.  Alfred  Brunson,  who  is  yet 
living,  was  appointed  to  the  Huron  circuit,  of  which 
New  Haven  was  the  most  southerly  appointment,  and 
which,  on  an  irregular  path,  reached  to  Venice,  a few 
miles  west  of  the  city  of  Sandusky,  thence  easterly 
through  the  township  of  Perkins  to  the  mouth  of  Black 
River,  embracing  twenty-four  appointments  which 
are  reached  by  two  hundred  miles  of  travel.  One  of 
these  twenty-four  appointments  wasat  Hanson  Reeds, 
about  two  miles  south  of  Norwalk,  and  this  was  the 
first  Methodist  preaching  in  the  vicinity  of  Norwalk, 
At  the  same  place,  the  first  Methodist  Sunday  school 
was  organized  in  1823.  During  this  year  True  Pat- 
ter and  James  McIntyre  were  appointed  circuit 
preachers  of  Huron  Circuit,  and  a preaching  place 
was  established  in  Norwalk  with  a class  of  seven 
members,  which  had  increased  in  the  following  year  to 
thirteen.  Hanson  Reed,  Lester  Clark,  Job  T.  Rey- 
nolds, John  Laylin,  Charles  Lay] in  (for  many  years  a 
local  minister),  Daniei  Stratton.  Jabez  Clark,  Perry 
Beckwith,  James  Wilson,  irmon  Ecseoe,  A.  Powers, 
Prudence  Inman,  Thomas  Holmes,  Ollie  Clark  and 
Jane  Buchanan,  were  its  members. 

The  book  of  the  recording  steward  shows  that  these 
faithful  ministers  received  for  their  services  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars,  of  which  sum  Norwalk  contributed 
about  ten  dollars.  The  pay  was,  no  doubt,  thank- 
fully received,  but  it  is  not  supposed  that  any  of  it 
was  used  in  speculation.  In  the  years  1826  and  1827 
Shadrach  Ruark  and  Adam  Poe  supplied  the  work  and 
shared  the  hospitalities  of  the  pioneers.  The  follow- 
ing enti  v occurs  in  the  official  record  of  the  vear  1826: 

“August  21st,  1826'. — This  day  paid  to  Bro.  S. 
Ruark,  seventy-two  cents,  the  same  being  the  money 
received  at  a collection  made  at  a meeting  in  Nor- 
walk, yesterday.  M.  Kellogg,  Circuit  Steward.” 

In  the. year  1823,  John  Hazzard  and  Cyrus  S.  Car- 
penter were  appointed  preachers,  and  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1823,  a lot  was  purchased  of  E.  Whittle- 
sey & Co.,  near  the  east  end  of  Seminary  street,  and 
soon  after  a church  was  built;  In  1845,  the  church 
and  parsonage  were  sold  for  debt,  but  the  church  was 
redeemed,  the  following  year  : the  parsonage,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  consumed  by  fin  . In  1843,  Norwalk 
was  separated  from  the  re>t  ot  the  cum  it  and  placed 
tinder  the  pastoral  care  A Edward  McClure,  ’out  the 


following  year  it  was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
Milan,  which  arrangement  lasted  but  a few  years, 
when  Norwalk  became  self  supporting.  On  the  25th 
day  of  December,  1853,  the  society,  at  the  call  of  the, 
pastor,  Rev.  J.  A.  Mudge,  met  and  appointed  a board 
of  trustees.  The  trustees  immediately  organized  and 
took  possession  of  lot  No.  12,  corner  of  Benedict 
avenue  and  Main  street,  dedicated  by  E.  Whittlesey, 
Esq;,  acting,  in  fact,  as  trustee  for  himself  and 
others,  to  the  building  of  a “meeting  house.”  A 
subscription  was  commenced  January  4th.,  1854,  and 
j on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1856,  the  church,  an  ex- 
! eellent  one  for  its  time,  was  dedicated  by  Dr.  Edward 
Thompson. 

Extensive  repairs  and  changes  were  made  under  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  Palmer  in  1867,  and  a sermon 
was  preached  at  the  re-opening  by  Bishop  Kingsley. 

A number  of  the  presiding  elders  of  the  district, 
and  preachers  of  Norwalk,  have  risen  to  eminence  in 
the  church.  Tn  early  days,  Russel  • Biglow  was  pre- 
siding elder.  Those  who  heard  him,  never  forget 
the  most  remarkable  man,  as  a minister,  of  his  day. 
With  eloquence  like  a flame  of  fire,  and  pathos,  piety 
and  energy,  that  none  could  stand  unmoved  before, 

! his  praise  filled  the  land  ; but  he  died  in  1834.  when 
j only  forty-two  years  of  age.  L.  B.  Gurley  was  the 
j poet  preacher.  l)r.  Edward  Thompson,  brilliant  as 
! a writer  and  very  able  as  a preacher,  afterwards  a 
| Bishop,  is  well  remembered  in  this  place.  W.  L. 

! Harris,  with  fine  executive  ability,  once  a minister 
| here,  is  the  business  Bishop  of  the  church,  and  few 
i churches  have,  taking  the  whole  list  together,  ever 
i been  more  faithfully  or  ably  served.  The  present 
j membership  of  the  church  is  three  hundred  and  fifteen, 

| with  a very  flourishing  Sunday  school  of  over  two 
j hundred  scholars. 

| Since  1830,  the  church  has  been  served  by  the  follow- 
j ing  ministers:  1830,  J.  Janes,  J.  Ragan  ; 1831.  E. 
j Chase,  A.  Minear : 1832,  A.  Mi  near,  C.  S.  Carpen- 
ter ; 1833,  H.  U.  Sheldon,  E.  Thompson  ; 1834,  J. 
Wheeler,  E.  C.  Gavitt  ; 1835,  L.  Hill,  J.  M.  Gos- 
horu,  D.  Burns:  1836,  L.  Hill,  Thomas  Barkdnll; 

: 1837,  Hiram  Shatter,  J.  M.  Goshorn;  1838.  T. 

| Dunn,  W.  C.  Ilnestis  ; 1839,  W.  J.  Well-;,  C.  Saw- 
| yer  : 1840,  T.  Dunn,  W.  R.  Disbro:  1841,  David 
Gray,  W.  E;  Disbro  ; 1842,  J.  McMahon,  T.  Cooper; 
1843,  E.  McClure  ; 1844,  Thomas  Barkdnll,  W.  C. 
Pierce  : 1845,  Joseph  Jones,  W.  C.  Pierce  : 1844,  II. 
i S.  Bradley.  L.  S.  Johnson  ; 1847,  W.  L.  Harris  ; 

| 1848,  M.  Rowley  ; 1850,  E.  S.  Grumiey  : 1851,  .Jesse- 
Durbin;  1852, Thomas  J.  Garrk : 1853.  J.  A.  Mudge; 
1855-8,  E.  R.  Jeuut:  1857,  G.  L.  Foote;  1858.  S. 

| Mower  : I860,  \V.  II.  Seeley  ; 1862,  J.  A.  Mudge  ; 

| 1864.  Thomas  Barkdnll  ; 1865,  T.  Hartley;  1866, 

! A.  R.  Palmer  ; I860.  T.  F.  Hildreth  : 1872,  F.  M. 
Searles  : 1875,  E.  Persons  : 1878,  J.  S.  Broud well. 

1 830 — FI  RST  PRES  BYTE  R [AX. 

This  church  was  organized  on  the.  11th  of  February, 
1830.  by  Rev.  Messrs.  A.  H.  Betts.  Daniel  W. 
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Lathropand  John  Beach.  It  consisted  of  nine  mem- 
bers— five  males  and  four  females.  It  was  organ- 
ized as  a Congregational  church,  and  taken  under  the 
care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Huron.  Rev.  John  Beach 
was  the  stated  supply  of  this  in  connection  with  the 
church  in  Peru,  sustained  in  part  by  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society.  lie  remained  here  until!  some  time  in 
1831,  when  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
The  church  was  then  supplied  once  in  two  weeks  by 
Rev.  E.  Barber,  who  was  the  principal  of  the  Huron 
Institute  at  Milan.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Chapin 
R.  Clark  who  commenced  his  labors  in  September, 
1833,  and  continued  them  one  year. 

Rev.  Stephen  Saunders,  of  Milan,  formerly  a much 
esteemed  pastor  of  a church  in  Salem,  New  York, 
afterwards  supplied  for  a few  months,  until  feeble 
health  prevented  his  further  labors.  He  died  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1835. 

In  the. spring  of  1835,  the  organization  of  the 
church  was  changed  from  Congregational  to  Pres- 
byterian, and  on  March  7,  183C,  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  obtained,  giving  the  society  alegad  existence 
under  the  name'  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  congregation  of  Norwalk,  Huron  county,  Ohio. 

In  March,  1835,  on  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Judson,  of  Milan,  an  invitation  was  sent  by  the 
church  to  the  Rev.  Alfred  Newton,  of  Connecticut, 
to  visit  them,  with  a view  of  being  employed  as  pastor 
should  there  be  mutual  satisfaction.  Having  previ- 
ously determined  to  make  the  west  his  field  of  labor, 
he  was  the  more  ready  to  receive  the  proposition  witli 
favor;  and  accordingly  complied  with  the  invitation. 
He  commenced  his  labors  here  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
July,  1835.  The  church,  then,  was  not  only  small 
in  members,  but  weak  in  pecuniary  resources.  The 
whole  taxable  property  of  its  members  and  supporters, 
according  to  the  "claplicate  of  that  year,  did  not  ex- 
ceed ten  thousand  dollars.  Aid  had  been  received 
yearly  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  but  when 
Mr.  Newton  came,  the  church  became  at  once  self- 
sustaining,  and  has  always  remained  so. 

In  1836,  and  again  in  1837,  Mr.  Newton  was  un- 
animously invited  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
but  each  time  declined,  wishing,  before  he  became 
permanently  settled,  to  sec  the  issue  of  efforts  which 
were  then  being  made  for  the  erection  of  a house  of 
worship. 

Services  were  held  in  the  academy  until  its  destruc- 
tion by  fire  in  February,  1836.  Another  place  of 
worship  was  soon  extemporized  in  the  attic  of  a brick 
block  on  West  Main  street.  It  was  an  unfinished 
room,  with  naked  rafters  and  walls.  Unpinned  boards 
without  backs  were  the  seats  for  the  audience,  and  the 
pulpit  was  constructed  of  tea  chests  and  dry  goods 
boxes.  With  theee  primitive  appointments,  the 
church  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  on  the  Sab- 
bath from  February  to  June,  when  the  old  court 
house  was  secured. 

This  was  the  place  of'  meeting  for  move  than  a year. 
Meanwhile  the  society  was  taking  vigorous  measures 


! to  secure  a building  of  its  own.  In  1S37  a lot  was 
! procured  and  work  begun.  The  church  was  finished 
about  tiie  first  of  July,  1838,  at  a cost  of  about  ten 
thousand  dollars,  including  lot  and  organ.  It  was 
dedicated  on  the  24th  of  July.  On  the  same  day, 
also,  Mr.  Newton  was  installed  pastor  by  the  pres- 
bytery. 

The  church  worshiped  in  the  building  that  was 
then  dedicated  for  more  than  thirty  years,  bur  it  was 
at  length  felt  to  lie  inadequate  to  their  necessities.  In 
1867,  a movement  began  in  the  congregation  to  secure 
a new  house  of  worship.  With  various  hindrances 
and  discouragements,  this  was  prosecuted  until  the 
completion,  in  1870.  of  the  present  sanctuary,  at  a 
cost,  with  the  lot,  of  about  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  dedicated  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  July, 
1870,  with  a debt  of  about  five  thousand  dollars  rest- 
ing upon  it.  This  proved  to  be  a heavy  burden  upon 
the  society.  In  January,  1878,  a vigorous  attempt  was 
- made  to  reduce  it,  and  by  the  1st  of  May,  1870;  the 
last  dollar  had  been  paid,  so  that  now  the  church  is 
entirely  free  from  debt.  On  the  day  of  dedication 
Dr.  Newton  laid  aside  the  official  care  of  the  church, 
which  he  had  borne  faithfully  for  thirty-five  years. 

In  an  historical  discourse  from  which  much  of  the 
preceding  facts  have  been  gathered,  preached  by  Dr. 
Newton  on  concluding  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his 
| ministry  in  the  church,  June  24,  1860,  he  was  able  to 
report  that  since  the  organization  of  the  church  the 
membership  had  increased  from  nine  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  that  more  than  sixty  thousand  dollars 
had  been  contributed  for  religious  and  educational 
j purposes  at  home  and  abroad.  Since  then  the  annual 
i contributions  have  increased  rather  than  diminished. 

Dr.  Newton,  after  his  resignation,  continued  with 
i the  church,  as  pastor  emeritus,  until  his  death,  which 
| occurred  the  31st  of  December.  1S78.  The  funeral 
; services  were  held  in  the  church,  on  the  second  day 
j of  January,  1879.  His  presence  was  sadly  missed, 

! not  in  the  church  only,  to  which  he  had  given' the 
■j  best  years  of  his  life,  but  throughout  the  hole  corn- 
J rnunity,  which  knew  him  only  to  esteem  hi-:/,  for  his 
i many  Christian  virtues.  He  rests  from  his  labors, 
i but  his  works  follow  him. 

When  Dr.  Newton  resigned  the  pastoral  office.  Rev. 

| Henry  H.  Rice  was  unanimously  elected  to  succeed 

j him.  He  remained  with  the  church  for  tour  years, 

j resigning  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  was  soon  after  called 

| to  the  Westminster  church  of  Sacramento.  For 

i nearly  a year  the  church  was  without  a pastor.  In  the 

| summer  of  1875.  Rev,  James  D.  Williamson,  the  pres- 
1 , 1 
j ent  pastor,  was  invited  to  supply  tire  pulpit  for  a year. 

| Afterwards  he  was  invited  to  accept  the  office  of  pas- 

| tor,  and  was  installed  October  3,  18T6. 

j The  church  numbers  at  present  two  hundred  and 

j twenty-five  members. 

j The  Sabbath  school  was  organized  in  1835.  and  has 
| always  enjoyed  a fair  degree  of  prosperity.  It  has 
had  but  two  superintendents  since  its  ovganRaiimi. 

1 Messrs.  C.  L.  Latimer  and  N.  8.  O.  Perkins.  -The 
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former  was  superintendent  till  his  removal  to  Cleve- 
land in  1862,  and  tlie  latter  has  1 1 el  cl  the  position 
ever  since.  The  school  numbers  about  two  hundred 
teachers  and  scholars. 

Through  much  self-denial,  the  church  has  done  its 
work,  attained  its  present  strength  and  secured  its 
commodious  and  well  appointed  house  of  worship. 
If  its  growth  has  not  been  rapid,  it  inis  been  constant, 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  church- warrants  the 
belief  that  the  record  of  the  future  will  be  as  good, 
at  least,  as  that  of  the  past. 

1S35—  FIRST  BAPTIST. 

The  first  settlers  of  Huron  county  were  of  New  Eng- 
land origin,  and  as  soon  as  a home  was  established  in 
the  wilderness,  and  the  immediate  needs  of  the  body 
supplied,  their  thoughts  turned  naturally  to  those 
spiritual  blessings  for  which  the  soul  longs,  and  they 
provided  for  their  wauts  by  the  speedy  organization 
of  churches.  Among  these,  several,  holding  Baptist 
sentiments,  met  September  20,  ISIS,  and  after  con- 
sultation, constituted  a church  to  be  designated  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Ridgefield,.  Its  constituent  mem- 
bers were  Asaliei  Morse,  Lemuel  Raymond,  Francis  H. 
Johnson  and  Clarissa  Ann  Morse.  Others  soon  joined 
them  by  letter,  and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year  their 
numbers  had  increased  to  twenty  members,  all  living 
in  what  are  now  Huron  and  Erie  counties.  Their  cen- 
tral place  of  meeting  was  in  Ridgefield,  in  a.  school 
house  on  the  ridge  road,  midway  between  Norwalk 
and  Monroeville,  but,  as  the  members  were  widely 
scattered,  meetings  were  held  for  sixteen  years  at 
different  places,  from  Bloomingville,  on  the  north,  to 
Fairfield  south,  and  from  Norwalk  to  Bellevue. 
Itinerant  pastors  were  expected  to  fill  each  appoint- 
ment once  a month.  Success  attended  their  labors 
and  many  were  added  to  the  church. 

In  1832,  twenty-nine  were  dismissed  to  form  the 
first  Baptist  Church  in  Fairfield. 

In  January,  1835,  a \o!.e  was  passed  locating  per- 
manently in  Norwalk,,  and  the  name  changed  to  ••The 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Norwalk.’’  They  numbered 
at  that  time  sixty-three  members.  Soon  after  this, 
members  were  dismissed  to  constitute  churches  in 
Bronson,  Peru,  Monroeville  and  Bellevue.  Until 
this  time  they  had  met  in  school-houses,  private 
houses  and  barns,  but  at  the  same  meeting  at  which 
thev  voted  to  locate  in  Norwalk,  they  took  measures 
to  erect  a house  of  worship,  and  appointed  P.  G. 
Smith,  Theodore  Baker,  Timothy  Baker,  David 
Webb  and  Moses  Kimball,  trustees,  to  obtain  a char- 
ter, purchase  a lot  and  raise  the  necessary  funds. 
The -result  of  this  action  was  the  purchase  of  their 
present  location,  and  the  erection  of  a brick  edifice, 
forty  by  sixty  test,  at  a cost  of  about  four  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  dedicated  June  26,  1836,  by 
Rev.  E.  Tucker,  of  Buffalo.  This  house  was  occu- 
pied for  worship  just  forty  years,  until  July.  1876, 
when  it  was  removed  to  give  place-  • to  a larger  and 
more  elegant  building. 


The  first  settled- pastorate  of  the  church  was  made 
j in  1821,  and,  recognizing  the  obligation  to  sustain 
constantly  the  preaching  of  the  M orel,  they  have 
i since  then  had  a succession  of  faithful  laborers,  whose 

j 

j efforts  have  been  accompanied  by  the  Divine  blessing. 

The  Sabbath  school  interest  early  claimed  attention, 

! and  a school  was  opened  in  1320,  and  sustained  for 
j several  seasons,  in  which  the  elementary  branches  of 
| -the  English  language  were  taught,  in  addition  to.in- 
j strnctions  in  Bible  truths.  Then  the  members  united 
j with  others  in  union  Sabbath  schools,  until  the  first 
j church  was  dedicated,  when  a church  school  was  or- 
j ganized,  and  lias  continued  its  work  to  the  present 
time,  without  interruption.  It  numbers  now  two 
i hundred.  During  these  years,  five  hundred  and 
) forty  persons  have  been  baptised  into  the  fellowship 
j of  the  church.  In  1878  it  numbered  two  hundred  & 
1 and  fifty-seven.  The  whole  number  admitted  to  its 
i membership  is  twelve  hundred  and  eightee-ji.  It  has 
j always  been  in  full  and  hearty  accord  with  all  the 
benevolent  and  evangelizing  activities  of  the  age,  and 
by  an  earnest  co-operation  with  other  organizations 
seeking  the  same  object  still  endeavors  to  perform  its 
part  in  bringing  human  hearts  and  lives  into  harmony 
with  the  Divine  Law,  and  the  perfect  life  of  the  great 
| teacher,  Christ. 

■ 

1840 — ST.  PETER’S  (CATHOLIC.) 

I 

Sr.  Peter’s  Church  was  formed  m 1840-1,  by  Rev. 

' Freigang,  with  a congregation  of  about  thirty  families. 

I In  1850,  there  were  about  eighty  families,  ami  in 
i i860,  near]  v out  hundred . and  fifty.  The  churcii 
| building  was  erected  in  1840-1,  at  a cost  of  about 
; seven  hundred  dollars,  the  land  for  it-  use  being 
; donated  bv  Mr.  AYhyler  who  gave  it  in  trust  to  James 
; Meyers.  In  3 842-3,  the  building,  proving  too  small 
| for  the  accommodation  of  the  congregation,  was  eu~ 

! larged.  The  attendants  of  this  church  at  this  time 
| came  from  Monroeville,  Milan  and  the  country  sur- 
I rounding  Norwalk.  Since  its  organization  it  has 
i seen  many  changes,  owing  to  tho  rapid  growth  and 
settlement  of  the  country  which  was  the  cause  of 
| many  of  its  members  withdrawing  and  forming  new 
j churches. 

In  18-1-1-2,  and  until  1843,  Rev.  Mathew  Aiicks,  a 
Redemptorist,  was  pastor,  and  finished  the  churcii 
begun  by  Rev.  Freigang.  In  1843.  -Rev.  Frank 
• Aloys ius  Bruner,  a Passionist  father,  ministered  to 
! the  church,  and  in  1844,  Rev.  Machboeuf,  from 
Sandusky  and.  Tiffin,  attended  it.  The  same  year. 
1844,  a deed  of  the  church  properry  was  given  to 
i Bishop  Purcell,  by  Jos.  Meyer.  From  1845  until 
; 1851,  the  congregation  was  alternately  attended  by 
J Rev.  Machboeuf  and  the  Passionist  fathers  from 
Thompson.  Ohio.  From  1851  to  1853,  it  was  at- 
| tended  by  Rev.  Charles  Evrard.  In  1853,  Rev. 
Nicholas  Roupp  came  to  tho  charge,  and  remained  one 
year,  after  which  the  church  wa-  closed  for  thirteen 
months.  In  1855,  a mission  vu ; given  by  Bishop 
j lluppe  and  Father  Luhr.  Three  months  afterwards, 
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Father  Punchell  arrived  and  remained,  residing  irl  the 
house  belonging  to  St.  Peter's,  but  attending  St. 
Mary’s  until  his  death  in  1800. 

The  dedication  of  the  church  took  place  in  June, 
1840,  by  Bishop  Purcell,  of  Cincinnati.  Rev.  Mach- 
boenf,  Peter  Anton,  John  Wittmer  and  others  being 
present.  Rev.  Manclere  attended  old  St.  Peter’s  until 
about  August,  .1800,  boarding  at  a private  house  near 
the  church,  while  the  parsonage  was  occupied  by  Rev. 
Puuchell.  From  September,  1860,  until  August, 
1801,  Rev.  Dohveek  was  in  charge;  and  from  Septem- 
ber, 1801,  until  October,  1805,  Rev.  X.  Obermilier, 
with  Rev.  Dambach  as  assistant,  was  in  charge. 

A school  house  was  built  in  1858  and  1859,  at  a cost 
of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  First  attendance  w as 
about  seventy-live  to  otic  hundred.  The  present  at- 
tendance is  about  thirty-five. 

In  1807-8,  the  people  living  in  the  village,  separated 
from  the  church,  and  became  a new  and  distinct  con- 
gregation, being  at  first  called  New  St.  Peter's 
Church,  but  afterwards  St.  Paul’s.  Forty  families 
remained  with  the  oid  church.  The  separation  took 
place  'during  the  pastorate  of  Father  Magenhause, 
who  was  succeeded  by  Father  Kuhn,  both  churches 
being  under  his  charge,  also  under  charge  of  his  suc- 
cessor Rev.  Dechant.  From  the  year  1872,  each  con- 
gregation had  its  own  pastor.  Rev.  Drolsltagen  suc- 
ceeded Rev.  Dechant,  and  remained  in  charge  of  the 
old  church  until  1873,  at  which  time  Rev.  G.  Peter 
took  charge  of  the  pastorate,  and  remained  until 
October,  1875,  when  Iicv.  Peter  Kolopp,  the  present 
pastor,  succeeded  him.  The  present  congregation 
numbers  about  thirty  families. 

In  1859-00,  the  English  speaking  portion  of  the 
congregation  separated  from  the  old  church,  and  under 
Father  Punched,  formed  St.  Mary’s  Church  on  Milan 
street.  In  1S04-5,  those  of  the  congregation  who 
lived  at  Milan,  left,  and  attended  services  at  St. 
Peter’s. 

1851 — LUTHERAN-. 

This  church  was  organized  June  29,  1851,  the  con- 
gregation at  that  time  consisting  of  sixty-four  voting 
members,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Yincens  Klein. 
T1  j lot  was  donated  by  A.  J.  Dewait,  and  is  located 
on  Prospect  street,  east  side,  north  of  League 'street. 
The  congregation  commenced  to  build  in  1852,  and 
in  185-4  completed  a substantial  brick  church,  at  a 
cost  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  At  a later 
period  dissensions  arose  among  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  which  so  reduced  it  in  numbers  that  in 
is 74  there  wore  but  hve  voting  members.  In  that 
year  Rev.  A.  C.  Ulrich,  the  present  pastor,  came  to 
the  church.  In  1876  a parsonage  was  built  at  a cost 
of  eight  hundred* and  fifty  dollars.  Under  Ids  minis- 
trations the  church  was  destined  to  recover  much  that 
had  been  lost,  and  in  1879  the  number  of  voting 
members  was  twenty-seven  and  the  total  number  of 
confirmed  members,  -ninety-eight;.  The  congregation 
comprises  (IK  9).  one  hundred  and  for  tv  children  and 


adults.  Sundav  school  is  held  regularly,  under  the 
superintendency  of  IV m.  Ilimberger,  and  has  from 
■i  thirty-five  to  forty  members.  The  church  belongs  to 
; the  Evangelical  Lutheran  joint  synod  ot  Ohio  and 
| ' adjacent  States, 
i ■ 

1859 — st.  mart’s  (catholic). 

St.  Mary’s  church  was  built  about  the  year  1859 
i under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pontialj  ics  first 
1 pastor,  who  was  of  French  parentage.  He  died  in 
1800,  before  its  completion,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  John  Quinn  who  finished  the  building,  and  con- 
1 tinned  in  charge  of  the  pastorate  some  four  years.  He 
l in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Thorpe,  who  otfi- 
‘ elated  as  its  pastor  four  years.  At  the  organization  of 
■ the  church  about  thirty  families  of  that  faith,  compris- 
j i-ng  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  belonged  to 
the  congregation.  In  1809  the  congregation  nuni- 
1 bered  four  hundred,  and  in  1879 'about  five  hundred 
| persons.  The  cost  of  the  church  was  some  twelve 
; thousand  dollars,  the  funds  for  the  building  of  which 
were  raised  in  paid  by  subscription,  part  by  festivals-, 

| and  a part  from  the  church  fund.  The  parochial 
I residence,  a two  story  brick  building,  costing  three 
| thousand  dollars,  was  erected  in  1863,  under  the  su- 
; pervision  of  Rev.  John  Quinn,  the  pastor  in  charge  at. 
j that  time.  The  present  pastor  is  Re'.  T.  F.  Halley, 

| who  has  beeu  in  charge  over  eleven  years. 

A substantial  school  house  was  erected  on  the 
church  property  in  1865,  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Thorpe.  Its 
i cost  was  four  thousand  dollars.  At  its  organization 
| the  school  had  an  attendance  of  about  eighty,  but  as 
j time  passed  and  the  congregation  increased  in  nuta- 
[ hers  it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  another  building 
j to  accommodate  all.  A site  consisting  of  four  lots  on 
j the  corner  of  League  and  State  streets  was  secured, 
and  a school  house  built,  costing,  inclusive  of  ail, 

I about  eight  thousand  dollars.  The  funds  for  building 
| the  school  house  and  purchasing  the  lots  were  obtained 
! in  the  same  manner  as  for  building  the  church.  Tins 
j church  is  also  possessed  of  two  lots  on  Milan  sweet, 

! which  are  valued  at  eight  hundred  dollars. 

1864. — ADVENT  CHRISTIAN.  * 

The  commencement  of  this  church  was  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1842,  by  a mutual  assembling  together  of 
! persons  from  the  various  churches,  and  others  in  the 
town  and  vicinity,  interested  in  the  doctrine  of  thj 
; speedv  personal  coming  of  Christ,  for  worship,  and 
i more  particularly  to  examine  the  Bible  upon  this  sub- 
1 ject.  It  was  not  the  design  then,  or  for  a length  of 
; time  thereafter,  to  organize  another  religious  dehorn  i- 
| nation:  but  as  they  advanced  in  knowledge  of  Bible 
j testimony,  they  became  more  and  more  confirmed  in 
its  truthfulness,  and  as  the  churches  refused  to  exam- 
j ino  the  subject,  or  tolerate  its  introduction  into  their 
meetings,  they  were  driven  to  this  alternative,  or 
, abandon  the  doctrine.  This  was  the  true  cause  of  As 
; organization. 

♦Prvpured  bv  Prudden  AUiiijr,  Esq.,  two  weeks  before  ms dr.it a 


■ 
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Amongst  the  persons  who  took  a prominent  part 
in  the  meetings  of  that  and  the  two  succeeding  years,  | 
the  following  may  be  mentioned,  then  residing  in 
Norwalk  and  Bronson,  viz:  James  I).  Knapp,  Prud- 
deu  Ailing  and  family.  Simeon  B.  Sturgcs,  Era  Clark 
and  family,  Abel  Herrick  and  family,  John  Coveil 
and  family,  Edmund  Mead  and  wife.  Paul  G.  Smith, 
Nathan  L.  Thayer  and  wife.  Daniel  Boon,  Ager  B. 
Hoyt  and  wife,  Ira  Curtiss  and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boss.  In  later  years  others  from  the  various  churches 
and  by  conversions  from  the  outside  world,  became 
interested  in  this  and  kindred  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
peculiar  to  this  people,  and  united  with  them  in  wor- 
ship. Their  distinctive  doctrines  are  these: 

1.  They  believe  in  the  personal  coming  and  reign 
of  Christ  on  the  earth  during  the  millennium,  as  taught 
in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Revelation. 

2.  At  the  beginning  of  which,  period  the  righteous 
dead  will  be  raised,  the  living  saints  changed  from 
mortal  ro  immortality,  and  will  reign  with  Christ 
during  the  thousand  years. 

3.  They  now  believe  the  intermediate  state  be- 

J \ 

tween  death  and  the  resurection  of  both  the  righteous  j 
and  the  wicked,  is  that  of  unconsciousness. 

4.  They  believe,  as  the  wicked  do  not  lay  hold  of  i 
Christ  as  their  life-giver,  and  neglect  to  seek  for  im-  ; 
mortality,  they  fail  of  that  attribute,  and  consequently  i 
will  be  raised  up  at  the  end  of  the  one  thousand  years  j 
to  a mortal  life,  and  will  fall  under  the  power  of  the  j 
second  death,  being  the  wages  of  sin.  which  will  be  an 
extinction  of  being,  and  eternal  in  its  results. 

° i 

5.  Some  believe  that  as  all  the  family  of  man  that 
have  *•'  died  in  Adam " will  be  raised  up  in  the  resur-  ; 
rectum  to  another  life,  that  all  who  have  lived  and 
died  in  unavoidable  ignorance  of  a saving  knowledge  i 
of  God’s  plan  of  salvation,  in  this  or  previous  dispeu-  j 
sations,  will  then  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  of 
Him  who  died  for  all  and  tasted  death  for' every  man, 
and’of  accepting  or  rejecting  Christ  for  themselves;  j 
then  their  due  time  for  hearing  of  Him  will  have 
come. 

6.  The  belief  in  or  the  rejection  of  these  doctrines  j 
or  any  part  of  them,  is  not  made  a test  of  fellowship. 
Their  only  test  is  Christian  character. 

7.  Their  creed  is  simply  this:  " \\  e,  whose  names 

are  hereto  attached,  do  hereby  associate  ourselves  to- 
gether as  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Nonvalk  and  vicin- 
itv,  and  agree  to  take  the  Bible  as  our  only  rule  of 
faith  and  practice.”  This  was  adopted  January  IS,  j 
1SG3.  , 

8.  They  practice  immersion,  after  believing,  alone  j 
as  baptism. 

9.  They  organized  themselves  into  a body  corpo- 
rate August  3,  4804. 

After  perfecting  an  organization  they  purchased  ! 
from  M.  A.  Duuton  the  building  and  lot  formerly  i 
owned  by  the  Methodist  church,  on  Seminary  street,  ! 
for  eight  hundred  dollars.  A part  of  the  lot  was  af- 
terwards sold  to  T.  R.  Strong  for  one  hundred  and 


twenty-live  dollars.  The  building  was  repaired,  and 
seated  at  a cost  of  about  three  hundred  dollars,  and 
was  occupied  as  a house  of  worship  until  the  winter 
of  1872-73,  when  it  was  found  so  illy  adapted  to  their 
wants  that  it.  was  resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  rebuild. 
A subscription  was  circulated,  and  about  one  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars  obtained,  It  was  thereupon  re- 
solved to  rebuild  or  remodel  the  whole  structure  ex- 
cept the  frame.  The  following  building  committee 
was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  were  instructed 
not  to  run  the  church  into  debt,  viz:  Simeon  F.  Rog- 
ers, David  C.  Jefferson,  James  D.  Knapp.  Orange 
Seaman  and  Hiram  Dillingham.  The  building  was 
duly  finished,  and  was  dedicated  by  Elder  Frank 
Burr,  of  Chicago,  on  the  2!)th  of  June,  1873.  It  has 
been  used  as  then  furnished  to  the  present  time,  as  a 
heuse  of  worship.  There  is  one  peculiararity  in  its 
heating  arrangement  worthy  of  notice,  which  is  this: 
it  has  a tight  basement,  with  two  large  stoves  placed 
in  the  south  side,  and  with  pipes  running  through  its- 
entire  length  under  the  two  outside  rows  of  seats,  with 
two  or  more  registers  in  each  seat,  opened  at  will,  for 
the  rise  of  the  heat.  This  plan  is  found  to  work  ad- 
mirably for  warming  the  feet  and  heating  the  building. 
In  addition  to  this  there  are  two  long  box  tubes  set 
under  the  hack  seat  and  covered  with  wires,  placed 
even  with  the  floor,  each  about  twelve  by  twenty 
inches  in  size,  and  extending  clown  to  near  the  bottom 
of  the  basement,  which,  creates  a downward  draft  for 
the  cold  air.  This  keeps  up  a constant  circulation 
and  prevents  a fetid  atmosphere,  as  is  often  experi- 
enced in  the  ordinary  mode  of  heating  churches  and 
other  buildings.  The  experiment  has  proved  a suc- 
cess worthy  the  attention  of  other  churches  erecting 
similar  edifices. 

From  the  beginning  up  to  the  present  time  its  his- 
tory has  been  more  variable  than  is  usually  witnessed 
in  other  denominations,  caused  in  part  by  the  pecu- 
liarity of  their  doctrines,  and  partly  from  this  other 
fact,  that  with  them  were  associated  members  from 
nearly  every  other  denomination  in  the  land,  oil  tinc- 
tured, more  or  less,  with  their  earlier  educational 
biases.  Since  1842  their  meetings  have  been  kept  up 
in  town  or  vicinity,  on  Sunday,  and  usually  prayer 
meetings  once  a week.  A } art  of  this  time  they  were 
favored  with  ministering  brethren,  who  were  formeriv 
members  of  the  orthodox  denominations,  viz:  Presby- 
terian. Congregational,  Baptist,  Freewill  Baptist, 
Methodist  and  others,  amongst  whom  may  be  men- 
tioned Elders  Charles  Fitch.  J.  B.  Cook.  Thomas 
Carlton,  N.  M.  Needham.  J.  M.  Judson,  1,.  P.  Jud- 
son,  Butler  Morley,  Mr.  Boggs,  Frank  Burr.  Cyrus 
Mendenhall,  Mr.  Surgerson  and  D.  T.  Call,  their 
present  minister.  Also,  Dr.  G.  W.  Stetson,  who  was 
with  them  some  years,  and  Jonas  YCardell.  Their 
irregular  ministry  was  always  a hindrance,  both  in  the 
advancement  of  the  church  in  members  and  spiritu- 
ality. Their  members  have  varied  from  twenty  up  to 
one  hundred  or  more.  Their  present  member-hip.  u 
about  sixty,  embracing  some  living  at  a distance. 
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1868 — st.  tael’s,  (catholic. ) 


This  Church  was  organized  in  the  court  hou-e  at  Nor- 
walk, December  19,  186?.  For  several  months  pre- 
vious, preaching  services,  sustained  by  those  ef  Con- 
gregational preferences,  had  been  held  in  five  court 
house  on  Sunday  afternoons,  under  the  ministrations 
of  Rev.  A.  S.  Walsh.  The  church  was  organized  with 
fifty-four  members.  These  were  mostly  drawn  from 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Bronson  township, 
which  was  thereby  disbanded.  A number  of  them, 
however,  were  Congregationalists  of  Norwalk,  who 
had  until  then  united  with  no  church  in  that  place, 
and  a very  few  were  members  of  other  churches  but 
of  congregational  antecedents  or  preferences,  who  now 
availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  of  becoming 
identified  with  that  denomination. 

Soon  after  the  organization,  the  court  house  being 
no  longer  at  their  command,  the  Congregationalists 
were  very  cordially  invited  by  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  to  occupy  its  house  of  worship.  The 
offer  was  gladly  accepted,  and  services  were  held  there 
Sunday  afternoons  until  spring,  when  it  was  found 
more  convenient  to  return  to  the  court  house,  now 
once  more  available,  which  was  used  from  this  time 
until  October,  1869,  from  which  time,  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  church,  the  Baptist  Church  was 
occupied  by  invitation. 

In  April,  1868,  tbe  lot  on  which  the  church  now 
stands  was  purchased.  It  was  occupied  at  the  time 
by  an  old  hotel  called  the  Gauff  House,  which  was 
under  lease,  and  did  not  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
church  for  a considerable  time.  'When  it  did,  the 
prayer  meetings,  which  had  been  held  at  the  resi- 
dences of  Mrs.  Henry  Brown,  Mrs.  Hoyt,  and  in 
rooms  rented  by  the  church  on  Seminary  street,  were 
removed  thither.  The  Sunday  school  was  also  first 
organized  in  the  old  hotel,  and,  when  that  building 
was  removed  to  make  room  for  the  church,  it  was 
held  by  invitation  in  the  Baptist  Church  till  a place 
was  made  for  it  in  the  new  building.  The  church  as 
if.  now  stands  was  completed  early  in  1S?1,  and  was 
dedicated  February  2d  of  that  year.  It  has  proven  a 
pleasant  home  to  those  who  have  occupied  it,  but 
they  have  not  yet  forgotten  the.  courtesies  received 
from  sister  churches,  when  they  were  yc  pilgrims 
and  strangers  on  the  earth. 

The  first  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  was 
Mr.  Charles  Seger.  The  first  deacons  of  the  church 
were  James  EowcliS,  John  Hagaman  and  Frederick 
Upson.  The  first  trustees  were  Henry  Brown,  James 
Bowciiff,  Thomas  Hagaman,  C.  W.  Munahun  and  X. 
H.  Pebbles.  The  first  pastor  after  Mr.  Walsh  was 
Rev.  C.  E.  Wright,  and  his  successors  have  been  Rev. 
J.  W.  Cracraft,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Cowan.  The 
present  membersliip  is  about  two  hundred  and  thirty. 
The  Sunday  school  is  under  the  superinteudency  of 
Mr.  Frank  B.  Foster,  and  has  a membership  of  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five.  The  cost  of  the  church 
lot  was  four  thousand  dollars;  the  cost  of  the  church 
building,  iwelve  thousand  dollar^. 


I 
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The  German  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Norwalk,  be- 
longed, until  the  year  1868,  to  St.  Peter’s  church,  on. 
West  Main  street,  but  as  their  number  increased 
they  wished  to  have  a church  nearer  the  centre  of  the 
beautiful  village  of  Norwalk.  They  therefore  bought 
two  lots  on  Hester  street,  on  which  they  built  a 
school  house,  the  first  story  being  used  for  school  and 
teacher’s  dwelling,  and  the  second  for  church  pur- 
poses. Rev.  Father  A.  Magenhann  superintended  in 
buying  the  lots  and  building  the  house.  The  rev- 
erend father,  after  a time  of  hard  work,  was  trans- 
ferred to  Man-field  the  1 st  of  September,  IS69.  Rev.  J. 
Kuhn  was  his  successor,  and  was  followed  on  August 
20,  1S?1.  by  Rev.  Father  M.  Declniut.  The  purchase 
of  lots  on  Hester  street  had  been  a great  loss  to 

P . ° 

the  congregation,  on  account  of  their  unfavorable  sit- 
uation. and  so  it  happened  that  pastor  and  congrega- 
tion came  to  an  understanding  to  buy  a more  favora- 
ble location.  Their  choice  was  the  property  belonging 
to  \V;  0.  Parker,  consisting  of  lots  forty  and  fortv- 
oue  on  Main  street.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
buy'  saicl  lots,  which  they  did  for  seven  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  a high  price  for  the  poor  congre- 
gation to  pay,  but  was  cheap  on  account  of  the  beauty 
and  good  location,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  St.  Paul’s  live  on  the  neighboring  streets.- 
Previous  to  this,  there  was  no  priest’s  house,  but 
now  Father  Dechaut  removed  into  the  house  on  the 
new  purchase,  formerly  occupied  by  W.  0.  Parker, 
On  the  10th  of  December,  18?3.  Father  Dcchaut  was 
transferred  to  St.  Alph oils’  chuTch,  Peru,  four  miles 
southwest  from  Norwalk,  and  Rev.  A.  Eilert  was  his 
successor. 

A few  months  before  the  generous  bankruptcy  com- 
menced, wages  were  cut  down  and  money  became 
scarce,  but  thanks  to  the  general  sacrifices  of  its 
members,  the  debts,  amounting  to  nearly  eight 
thousand  dollars,  were  very  rapidly  reduced.  At  the 
same  time,  the  cemetery,  bought  a few  years  pre- 
viously by  Father  Kuhn,  and  situated  oil  South  West 
street,  was  improved.  In  August,  1875,  a comfort- 
able dwelling  house  for  the  teacher,  was  built,  at  a cost 
of  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  On  Septem- 
ber 1,  1 S 7 6 , that  unpleasant  place  on  Hester  street 
was  sold  for  five  thousand  dollars.  During  the  same 
month  a large,  new  school  house  was  commenced  ou 
the  lately  purchased  property,  and  was  so  far  finished 
at  Christmas  that  divine  service  was  held  in  the  first 
story,  and  in  the  second  story  school  could  be  held.. 
The  cost  of  the  new  edifice,  including  the  bell,  pipe 
organ  for  the  church  part,  and  other  improvements, 
amounted  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  number  of  members  of  St.  Paul’s  has.  within 
eleven  years,  more  than  doubled,  increasing  from 
fifty  to,  one  hundred  and  thirty  families.  To  two 
school  classes  a third  one  had  to  be  added  in  the  fall 
of  1818,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  children  at- 
tending them. 

The  revenues,  during  the  past  live  years,  amounted 
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to  twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  of  which  eleven  ' 
thousand  dollars  were  paid  on  debts,  the  balance  be-  j 
ing  used  for  current  expenses.  As  there  is  reason  to  j 
hope  that  times  are  getting  better,  the  people  will  try  | 
as  soon  as  possible  to  pay  all  outstanding  debts.  As  j 
soon  as  this  is  accomplished  they  contemplate  build-  j 
ing  a magnificent  church  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  ; 
Wooster  streets. 

At  the  present  time  (spring  of  1879),  the  Sunday  j 
school  contains  two  hundred  and  fifty  members. 

I860 — UX I VERSA  LIST. 

On  December  1,  1807,  religious  services  were  com-  i 
menced  by  Rev.  Mr.  Canfield,  of  Peru,  who  preached  j 
in  the  court  house  Sunday  evenings  for  one  year. 
The  first  of  the  year  ISOS,  Whittlesey  Hall  was  j 
secured  for  the  purpose  of  holding  services,  and  a j 
Sunday  school  was  organized  with  four  pupils  and 
four  teachers.  At,  the  close  of  this  year  the  hall  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  rented  and  fitted  up  for 
church  purposes.  Sunday  school  .was  held  in  the 
morning  and  preaching  in  the  evening.  In  the 
month  of  January -of  this  year  (1869)  a church  was 
organized  with  twenty-seven  members.  In  1872  the 
present  church  edifice  on  Y\  est  Mam  street,  a beauti- 
ful structure,  with  all  the  modern  conveniences,  was 
dedicated  December  8.  The  building  cost,  complete, 
with  the  grounds,  twenty  thousand  dollars.  In  j 
building  tire  church  liberal  assistance  was  obtained  j 
from  friends  of  the  cause  outside  of  the  church  and 
congregation:  outside,  indeed,  of  the  township.  Two  ' 
members  of  the  Peru  church,  R.  Eaton  and  Freddus  j 
Simmons  contributed  each  one  thousand  to  the  ten  i 
thousand  which  it  had  been  resolved  should  he  raised  j 
before  commencing  the  work  of  building.  Others  j 
who  maybe  considered  “outsiders,”  although  friends  I 
of  the  cause,  were  liberal  donors.  Mr.  W.  A.  j 
Mack  and  F.  Sears,  of  Norwalk,,  were  among  the  ! 
most  liberal  contributors,  both  being  members  of  the  j 
church;  the  former  having,  in  addition  to  his  sub-  j 
scription  to  the  building  fund,  donated,  at  the  cost  of  ; 
two  thousand  dollars,  the  fine  pipe  organ  now  used.  | 
At  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  church,  Dccem- 
8.  1872,  there  was  a debt  of  some  six  thousand  dollars  1 
resting  on  the  building.  Over  four  thousa  id  dollars  I 
of  this  debt  was  raised  at  that  time.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Buchtel,  of  Akron,  was  present  at  the  dedication,  and  : 
contributed  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  sum.  Many 
others  also  gave  liberally  of  their  means  toward  j 
extinguishing  the  debt.  A few  years  latei  an  effort  ; 
was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  church,  assisted  by 
Revs.  Canfield  and  Wilson,  to  raise  the  balance  of  1 
the  debt,  which  proved  successful,  and  the  church  is  j 
now  free  from  debt. 

Since  its  organization,  the  church  has  bad  three  j 
settled  pastors — Rev.  II.  L.  Canfield,  who  for  a year 
or  two  after  its  inception  preached  one-half  of  the 
time  in  Peru  in  the  morning,  and  in  Norwalk  in  the 
afternoon.  lie  linalh  removed  to  Norwalk,  and  con- 
tinued as  pastor  of  the  congregation  some  three 


years,  preaching  on  Sundays  both  morning  and  after- 
noon. Rev.  E.  Hathaway  was  then  employed,  and 
remained  about  three  years,  when  he  resigned,  and 
the  present  pastor,  Rev.  C.  S.  Vincent  was  called  to 
the  charge. 

The  church  has  met  with  steady  prosperity  from 
its  organization,  until  at  the  present  time,  1879,  it 
has  a membership  of  one  hundred  and  ten,  with  a 
Sunday-school  of  one  hundred  pupils,  and  owns  its 
property  clear  of  debt,  supporting  preaching  services 
every  Sunday. 

1869 — WARREN  CHAPEL. 

In  tire  fall  of  1869  a class-meeting  was  instituted 
among  the  colored  people  of  Norwalk  by  Mr.  Ray 
Harvey,  who  received  a license  as  a local  preacher, 
and  held  meetings  about  six  months,  when  work  was 
commenced  on  a house  of  worship.  After  the  frame 
was  raised  a severe  storm  of  wind  removed  it  from, 
the  foundation  and'  caused  some  additional  expense 
to  that  contemplated  in  building.  The  church  w:is 
completed  in  1869,  and  was  dedicated  in  the  spring 
of  1870.  After  its  dedication  it  was  reorganized, 
and,  dissensions  arising,  Mr.  Harvey  withdrew  from 
the  connection.  At  its  reorganization  it  was  incor- 
porated as  Warren  Chapel  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  It  has  had  regular  services  each 
Sunday  since  its  formation,  part  of  the  time  by  local 
preachers,  and  part  of  the  time  by  the  missionary 
who  has  charge  of  this,  and  the  missions  of  Sandusky 
and  Fremont.  It  has  at  present  a membership  of 
about  twenty-four,  and  a Sunday  school  of  twenty 
members.  Rev.  George  Stevens  is  the  present  mis- 
sionary. The  chapel  is  situated  on  Cline  street,  and 
cost  about  one  thousand  dollars. 

BU5IXE3S  ix  1879. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a correct  showing 
of  the  number  and  different  kinds  of  business  now 
being  prosecuted  in  Norwalk: 

Dry  Goods.— Manshan,  Taber  ACo,  (C.  W.  Manalian,  B C.  Taber, 
and  H.  C.  Johnson, l corner  of  Wain  street  and  Whittlesey  avenue.  H.  E- 
Smith  &.  .Co.,  (IT.  E.  Smith,  W.  ,\  Poyer,  East  Main.  F D Taylor, 
corner  Main  and  P.aiiroad  avenue.  Wooster  & Patrick  (H.  VI  Wooster, 
M.  C.  Patrick)  corner  Main  and  Railroad  avenue.  C.  E.  Marsh  A Co.. 
(C.  E.  Marsh.  S.  B.  Pease)  corner  Main  and  Whittlesey  avenue.  Theo- 
dore Williams,  West  Main. 

Gents’  Clothing  and  Furnishing  Goods.— Manaha n,  Taber  A Co., 
corner  Main  and  Whittlesey  ave.  William  Suhr.  W.  Main.  Reining- A 
Gandolf,  E.  Main.  G.  Jacobson,  W,  Main.  E.  Peters  A Son.  W Main. 
E.  Windecker,  E.  Main.  William  Schaefer,  Milan  street. 

Milliners’  and  Ladies’  Goods. — S.  <_'.  Kinsley.  E.  Main.  Mrs  S.  G. 
Brown.  E.  Mai.u.  Mrs.  Sherman.  W.  Main.  Mrs.  Robbins,  vv.  Main. 
Mrs.  E.  Roth,  E.  Main  Mrs.  Demorest.  \Y.  Seminary.  Mrs.  Mann,  W. 
Seminary.  3Irs.  Pritchard,  Whittlesey  avenue.  Louisa  Smith  Whit- 
tlesey avenue.  Judson  & Webster,  Whittlesey  avenue  Miss  B.  Coe, 
Whittlesey  avenue.  Mrs.  Snyder,  Whittlesey  Avenue. 

Boots  and  Shoes.— Husted  Bros..  S.  M.  Fuller,  C.  Ohleinaelier,  J.  A 
McMillan.  Oscar  Townsend.  James  Seeley,  William  Mcshi-r.  George  Staf- 
ford, E.  Main.  D.  E.  Cole,  W.  Main.  Thomas  Agus.  BeneJicr  avenue. 
J.  Kavanaugh,  Whittlesey  avenue.  M.  Suydain,  Railroad  avenue.  Wil- 
liam Ashboalt  A Son,  Fisher  A Bloxam.  Seminary  street. 

Jewelers.- -Samuel  WilCnson  O.  G Carter.  C.  L.  Merry.  C.  L Mat- 
thews East  Main 

Grocers. — Moore  A Co..  John  Cheney,  K.  Main  W c.  H-iyek. 
J.  A.  Jones.  Benedict  avenue.  J.;  A.  Ryun,  G Fergel.  St.ue  street 
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J.  Hunt,  William  Indlekofer,  Milan  street.  C.  H.  Hoyt,  Mitchell  & i 
Rowland.  A P.  Harley,  H.  F.  Barton,  \V  . Main.  T.  King1,  P.  Com-  i 
stock,  C.  H.  Wines  & Co.,  J P.  Link,  C.  F.  Butler .&  Co.,  C.  K.  Best-  j 
wick,  .1.  E.  Lutts,  Boss  & Eastman,  E.  Main. 

1>bcos.— T.  S.  Wooster.  W O.  Abbott  & Sons,  Wooster  A Patrick.  E.  ' 
Main.  I).  D.  Benedict,  W.  R.  Little  A Son,  H.  T Barton,  W.  Main. 
Hatters. — J.  Miller,  W.  0.  Abbott,  E.  Main. 

Meats. — Wheaton  & Hoyt,  M.  Blatz,  H.  Troenclle,  C.  Mullhollaml,  E. 
Main.  Honsinger  & Newman,  Seaton  Bros.,  W.  Main.  William  H.  Sny-  | 
der,  Benedict  avenue. 

Confectionery,  Cigars  anl>  Tobacco. — II.  C.  Morris,  M.  Holderman,  ! 
G.  T.  Brady,  Er  Main.  C.  Chisholm,  W.  Main, 

Furniture. — House  A Arnold,  Hund  & Kiefer,  F.  W.  Boalt.  E.  Main.  | 
William  Schafer  & Bros.,  W.  Main. 

Hardware,  Stoves  and  Tinware.— F.  A.  Powers,  George  Lambkins,  i 
Wooster  & Patrick,  D.  Higgins.  E.  Main.  W R.  Little  A Son,  C.  W.  I 
Manahan,  Martin  A Carabiu,  W.  Main. 

Agricultural  Implements. — J.  A.  Nichols,  Benedict  avenue.  j 

Produce  and  Commission.— W.  A.  Poyer,  E.  Main:  grain  warehouse  j 
and  elevator  on  railroad,  Bowen  A Tuttle,  E.  Main;  grain  warehouse  I 
and  elevator  on  railroad.  A.  Kribbs.  Wooster  street,  green  fruits,  pota-  j 
toes.  etc.  ,J.  Cheeney,  E.  3Iain,  butter,  eggs,  dried  fruits,  etc.  E.  D. 
Jordan,  W.  Seminary,  grain  and  feed. 

Livery  and  Sale  Stables. — E.  H.  Draper,  Seminary  st.  R.  M.  Pant-  j 
lind.  Railroad  avenue;  the  first  established  in  Northern  Ohio.  C.  Morgan,  j 
railroad  avenue. . J.  31.  Harkuess,  E.  Main.  31.  Graves,  Hester  street.  | 
Barbers. — J.  S Minot, C.  Jiaiberger,  George  McGee,  H.  Mulhaupt,  E.  J 
Main.  M.  Vancamp,  Benedict  avenue.  J.  Hawkins,  W.  Slain. 

Hotels.— St.  Charles,  Charles  Stratton,  proprietor,  W.  31am  street,  j 
Central,  Gus.  Rose,  proprietor,  Whittlesey  avenue.  Cottage.  Silas  Hill,  i 
proprietor.  Railroad  avenue.  Bush  House,  J.  TV.  Bush,  proprietor,  S.  I 
Hester  street. 

3Iarble  Dealers.— R.  R.  King,  Huron  st.  J.  T.  Davis,  E.  3Iain  st.  | 
Doctors  — E.  C.  Jlorril,  T.  Gill,  A.  N.  Read,  J.  B.  Ford,  B.  Babcock, 

-J.  R.  Whit  wood,  A.  J,.  Osborn,  S.  W.  Green,  J.  L.  Babcock,  T.  E.  Pray. 
Dentists. — A.  Terry,  S.  P.  Hildreth.  31.  G.  Furlong,  J.  W.  Peasiey. 
Saloons.— A.  Riester,  Louis  Webber,  P.  Ludwig.  S,  Stultz,  P.  Tioendle. 

J.  ililler,  N.  Bachman,  F.  Becher,  J.  Fezenger,  F.  Casper,  A.  Brobst,  E, 
Roth,  J.  Fitz,  H.  3Iulihaupt,  J.  W.  Lee. 

Undertakers. — Tom  Hay,  Benedict  avenue.  31.  L.  Chappie,  E.  Slain. 
Lawyers.— O.  Bailey,  admitted  June  4,  1S62.  G.  TV.  Corwin.  0.  H 
Gallup,  admitted  April  13,  1S3S;  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  Huron 
county,  3Iich.,  from  i860  to  1670,  and  member  of  the  Michigan  legislature 
from  1S06  to  1868.  Griffin  & Williamson,  (Alvin  B.  Griffin,  admitted 
April  16,  1870.  at'  Norwalk,  Ohio;  has  been  clerk  of  courts.  John  A. 
Williamson,  admitted  3Iay,  1865.  at  Albany.  New  York;  . ’resent  member  ! 
of  legislature.)  William  L.  Hartvd.  admitted  3Iarch  1858  . 0.  E.  Kel-  ! 
logg.  T.  H.  Kellogg.  C.  L.  & IT.  L Kennan.  G.  W.  Knapp,  has  been  pros-  | 
ecu  ting  attorney.  L.  C.  Laylin,  present  prosecuting  attorney.  Jay  I 
Patrick,  admitted  1851.  E.  A.  Pray,  admitted  1875:  present  corpo • [ 
ration  solicitor.  Franklin  Sawyer,  admitted  July  27,  18-17;  has  been  i 
member  of  the  legislature,  register  in  bankruptcy  and  prosecuting  i 
attorney.  Gideon  T.  Stewart,  admitted  August  14,  1*54:  has  been  county 
auditor.  Charles B.  Stiekney.  admitted  August  1,  1844;  lias  been  probate  I 
judge  and  mayor  of  Norwalk  T.  R.  Strong,  admitted  June,  1815.  L.  D.  J 
Struttoa,  admitted  31ay,  185S.  William.  H.  Sprague,  proprietor  of  the  j 
commercial  and  law  school;  admitted  September  10,  1873.  George  R.  ! 
Walker,  admitted  April,  1855.  William  B.  Woolverton,  admitted  1870: 
has  been  prosec uting'at torn ey.  C.  P.  Wickham,  admitted  April.  1858;  ! 
has  been  prosecuting  attorney.  S.  A.AVildnian.  admitted  April,  1870.  ! 
D.  T.  Young,  admitted  1815.  S.  31.  Young.  Fleury  Brown,  has  been  ! 
county  clerk;  now  out  of  practice.  John  Kennan,  now  out  of  practice,  j 
Artists.— George  Butt,  photographer.  International  Photograph  Ec-  j 
larging  Company,  E.  31aia.  F.  B.  Foster,  photographer,  W Mam  A. 

P.  Couch,  portrait  painter,  E.  JIain. 

Mills.— G.  31.  Cleveland  A Co.,  Mill  street,  4 run  stones,  steam.  Good-  1 
now  & Warner.  E.  3Iaiu,  4 run  stones,  steam.  G.  Jaeobbs,  Medina  st.,  ! 
circular  saw  mill,  steam.  £.  Jaeobbs,  Enterprise  road,  upright  saw- 
mill, water. 

Draymen. — J.  £.  Strickland,  J,  Harley,  D Lee,  G.  Holmes  -T.  McGinn, 

J.  Smith,  M.  Saladine. 

Newspapers. — Sorrualk  Rcflictor,  Wickham  & Gibbs,  proprietors.  W. 
JIain  st.  Huron  County  Chronicle,  Finley  & Dodds,  proprietors,  E.  j 
3tainst.  Koncalk  Experiment,  W.  W.  Redfieid  proprietor,  W.  3Iain.  1 
Xoriratl:  Demokrat,  3Iarcin  Ruf,  proprietor.  E Main. 

News  Depot.— Baxter  Trevor,  Gallup  block,  F„  Main. 

Library  and  Reading  Room.— Rooms  in  Gallup  block.  E.  3iain. 
Telegraph  Offices. —Rooms  No.  6 and  8,  Gallup  Block.  E.  3Xain  st. 
Room  at  railroad  depot.  Whittlesey  avenue. 

Pour  Office. — Frederick  C.  WiekTiftitT^postn'ister.  Gallup  block,  E. 
Mam  si  . 1 


3Ianufacti'rers. — Lewis  3Iorehouse,  Union  Foundry,  plows,  pl'tw 
points  and  general  job  foundry,  corner  3Iain  and  3f.il an  streets.  A.  E. 
Warner,  Empire  Iron  Works,  corner  of  3laiu  and  Medina  streets,  manu- 
facture wood-sawing  machines,  general  repairing  shop  and  foundry 
I).  B.  Kuhns,  Eagle  Iron  Works  East  Seminary  street,  boiler  repair  shop 
and  job  foundry.  31.  P.  Smith,  corner  Jefferson  aad  State  streets,  gen 
eral  machine  repairing.  N.  H.  Pebbles,  carnage  making  aud  repairing, 
comer  Jlonroe  and  Railroad  avenue;  warerooms  corner  Seminary  st., 
and  Railroad  avenue.  J.  FI.  Gross,  carriage  making  and  repairing,  cor- 
ner Seminary  st-  and  Benedict  avenue.  E.  S.  Andrews,  carriage  mak- 
ing, E.  Seminary  st,  William  Foreman,  harness  maker,  E.  Main  street. 
H.  Terry,  tannery,  Corwin  street.  J.  N.  Watrous,  harness  maker,  Jo- 
seph Gibbs,  harness  maker:  S.  C.  Crawford,  rubber  bucket  pumps;  W. 

C.  C or: ant,  carriage  trimmer:  E.  S.  Andrews,  carriage  maker:  C.  H. 
Fuller,  blacksmith ; Lee  A Bush,  blacksmith;  Thomas  Galliger,  black- 
smith; P.  Hogan,  blacksmith,  E.  Seminary  st.  D B.  Ward,  blacksmith, 
Corwin  street.  31.  Kean,  blacksmith.  Benedict  avenue,  Gilsou  & Law- 
rence, lumberyard:  Brown  & Smith,  churns;  C.  W.  Smith,  turner;  O. 

C.  Pearl,  book  bindery;  F.  31.  Snaveley,  carriage  painter;  F.  Stewart, 
do  well  pins:  Himmelwright  Bros.,  painters;  J Sharp,  carpeuter;  A il- 
liam  Bailey,  carpenter  and  builder;  William  Baker,  tinker;  S.  Stuitz. 
blacksmith;  William  Shubert,  carpenter  and  builder;  Beard  A Corf  write, 
fanning  mills.  Benedict  avenue.  William  Cleveland,  guns  and  gun  re- 
pairing, Railroad  avenue.  H.  P Dillingham,  repair  shop,  Semioat  y 
street  Willoughby  & Smith,  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  Benedict  avenue. 
Fisher  A Bloxam,  ladies'  fine  shoes,  Nicolls'  block,  corner  Seminary  and 
Benedict  avenues.  S.  W.  Owen,  cooper  shop  and  heading  factory,  Me- 
dina street.  John  Collins,  cooper  shop,  Marshall  street.  J.  TV.  Lin  l- 
sev,  painter.  Whittlesey  avenue  F.  Rice,  painter,  Railroad  avenue. 

BANKS. 

The  first  bank  in  Huron  county,  and  the  first  one 
in  this,  portion  of  the  State,  was  organized  under  a 
special  act  of  the  legislature  in  1832,  with  a capital 
stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Ebenezer 
Lane  was  elected  president,  Martin  Bentley,  cashier. 
The  directors  were  Ebenezer  Lane,  Timothy  Baker, 
George  Hollister,  Daniel  Hamilton,  Picket  Latimer 
and  Moses  Kimball.  Business  was  begun  by  the  bank 
in  Februarv,  1833.  In  1834,  John  Gardiner  was 
elected  first  clerk,  and  Geo.  Mygatt  succeeded  Mr. 
Be nt lev  as  cashier.  Mr.  Mygatt  was  succeeded  in 
1830  by  J.  B.  Finn,  in  which  year  the  business  was 
closed  up  by  paying  back  the  capital  stock  to  the 
original  shareholders.  The  franchise  was  soki  to 
Mr.  Burr  Higgins  and  his  associates. 

The  Norwalk  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio 
was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1841,  with  a capital 
stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
afterward  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  The  directors  were  J.  P.  Eeznor.  Timothy 
Baker,  John  31.  Boalt,  John  Gardiner. and  John  R. 
Osborn.  Mr.  Eeznor  was  elected  president,  and  John 
Gardiner  cashier  and  active  manager.  In  1850.  3Ir. 
Timotuv  Baker  succeeded  3Ir.  Eeznor  as  president. 
For  eighteen  rears  the  bank  did  a successful  business, 
and.  notwithstanding  large  losses  consequent  upon 
the  panic  of  1856.  closed  up  its  business  in  18n5, 
returning  the  capital  stock  to  the  shareholders  and 
paving  a dividend  during  the  time  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

NORWALK  NATIONAL. 

The  Norwalk  National  bank,  to  some  extent  the 
successor  of  the  Branch  of  the  State  bank,  was  organ- 
ized in  March.  1865.  with  a capital  of  one  lnindn  1 
thousand  dollars.  31r.  John  Gardiner.  Amo-  Wood- 
ard, John  Titt't,  C.  A.  Preston  and  Timothy  B iker, 
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were  the  first  directors.  The  vacancies  caused  by  the 
deaths  of  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Baker  have  been  filled 
by  C.  W.  Millan  and  Theodore  Williams.  Mr.  Gardi- 
ner was  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Millen  cashier. 
The  condition  of  the  bank  will  be  seen  by  the  last 
report  as  given: 

Rejiort  of  the  condition  of  the  Norwalk  National  bank,  at  Norwalk,  in 


the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  close  of  business  April  -!,  1879: 

RESOURCES 

Loans  and  discounts $127,046  68 

Overdrafts 582  55 

United  States  bonds  to  secure  circulation  100,000  00 

Due  from  approved  reserved  agents 04.767  53 

Due  from  other  National  banks 6,323  95 

Due  from  State  banks  and  bankers 670  65 

Real  estate,  furniture  and  fixtures 6,500  00 

Current  expenses  and  taxes  paid 1,356  6S 

Bills  of  other  banks 2,290  00 

Fractional  currency  (including  nickels) 157  16 

Specie  (including  gold  treasury  certificates) 17,363  18 

Legal  tender  notes 27,500  00 

Redemption  fund  with  United  States  treasurer  (5  per  cent. 

of  circulation) 4.500  00 

Total §319,351  38 

LIABILITIES. 

Capita!  stock  paid  in  . . $103,000  00 

Surplus  fund * 20, few  00 

Undivided  profits 4,201  "4 

National  bank  notes  outstanding 80.385  00 

Individual  deposits  subject  to  check $66,567  66 

Demand  certificates  of  deposit 45,077  25 

111/44  SI 

Due  to  other  National  banks 2,776  84 

Due  to  State  banks  and  bankers 333  99 

Total  $319,351  33 


FIRST  NATIONAL. 

The  private  banking  company  of  Baker.  Ki fridge 
& Company,  began  business  in  December,  185?,  and 
continued  to  the  1st  of  February,  1864.  The  com 
pany  was  composed  of  Geo.  G.  Baker,  Wm.  F.  Kitt- 
ridge,  Henry  Brown  and  D.  A.  Baker. 

This  company  was  succeeded  by  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Norwalk,  which  immediately  began  business 
with  a capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
directors  were  G.  G.  Baker,  W.  F.  Kittredge,  Henry 
Brown,  D.  A.  Baker,  W.  0.  Parker,  Fred  Sears  and 
J.  O.  Curtiss,  Jr.  Mr.  G.  G.  Baker  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  Kittredge.  cashier.  The  present  direc- 
tors are  D.  A.  Baker,  W.  0.  Parker,  H.  Brown,  G. 
M.  Cleveland  and  D.  A.  Baker.  Jr.  D.  A.  Baker, 
president;  D.  A.  Baker,  Jr.,  cashier. 

Report  of  the  condition  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Norwalk,  at 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  at  the  close  of  business  April  4,  1879: 


RESOURCES. 

Loans  and  discounts . i89,103  10 

Overdrafts ‘ 2,136  03 

United  States  bonds  to  secure  circulation 50.000  OO 

United  States  bonds  on  hand 10.800  00 

Due  from  approved  reserve  agents 17.447  12 

Due  from  other  National  batiks ; 10,034  75 

Due  from  State  banks  and  bankers  3,789  08 

Furniture  and  fixtures : 2,000  00 

Current  expenses  and  taxes  paid 1.621  55 

Checks  and  other  caslwitems . 2 133  54 

Bills  of  other  banks . 5,000  00 

Fractional  currency  (including  oickels) 183 .43 

Specie....  11,032  58 

Legal  tender  notes. 12,500  00 

Redemption  fund  with  United  States  treasurer  (5  per  cent. 

of  circulation) 2.250  00 

Total $229,031  Hi 


LIABILITIES , 


i Capital  stock  paid  in $50,000  00 

| Surplus  fund 21,500  00 

: Undivided  profits 3,812  18 

j National  bank  notes  outstanding. 40740  00 

; Individual  deposits  subject  to  check $105,016  10 

Demand  certificates  of  deposit 4,529  00 

Time  certificates  of  deposit 2.230  00 

1'2.!75  10 

Due  to  ether  National  banks 6?8  62 

Due  to  State  banks  and  bankers 315  06 


Total $229,03 1 10 


RAILROAD  SHOPS. 

j 

j The  most  important  of  the  mechanical  industries 
I connected  with  Xorwalk  are  the  shops  of  the  Lake 
j Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  They  were 
; constructed  by  the  Toledo,  Xorwalk  and  Cleveland 
Railroad,  which  was  a Norwalk  enterprise  igcorpor- 
! ated  in  1850.  The  commissioners  met  at  the  court 
; house  September  24,  1850,  and  elected  the  first  hoard 
| of  directors  as  follows:  Charles  L.  Boalt,  president: 

; Timothy  Baker,  George  S.  Baker,  E.  P>.  Perkins, 

! Alvin  Coles,  Frederick  Chapman  and  Matthew  John- 
I son. 

The  road  "was  opened  January  24,  1853,  forming 
! the  last  links  in  the  chain  of  roads  from  Chicago  to 
! New  York  and  Boston.  It  was  a financial  success, 
j being  built  considerably  within  the  estimated  cost, 
j and  returning  to  its  stock  holders  a dividend  of  five 
i per  cent,  six  months  after  the  opening  of  the  road. 

; After  various  consolidations  with  rival  and  .connecting 
j companies  ir  came  under  the  control  of  the  present 
| company. 

The  various  shops  are  substantially  constructed, 

] mostly  of  brick,  and  occupy  about  fifteen  acres  of 
: land  at  the  head  of  Railroad  avenue,  between  Huron 
1 street  and  Whittlesey  avenue.  The  total  valuation  of 
the  property  situated  within  the  corporation,  as 
| appearing  on  the  tax  duplicate,  is  five  hundred  and 
| ninety-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two,  dol- 
: lars.  Nearly  seven  hundred  men  are  employed  who 
I are  engaged  in  the  construction  and  repairing  of  cars 
j and  locomotives.  In  the  past  four  years  six  of  the 
largest  and  best  express  locomotives  owned  by  the 
i company  have  been  turned  out  at  a cost  of  forty-four 
i thousand  dollars. 

In  connection  with  the  shops,  a class  of  those  em- 
ployees who  desire  (attendance  being  compulsory  on 
the  apprentices),  are  taught  drafting,  a school  being 
maintained  by  the  company  and  instruction  furnished 
! free  of  expense  to  the  scholars. 

By  reference  to  the  last  annual  report  of  the  direc- 
; tors,  it  will  be  seen  that  twenty-five  million  six  inm- 
j dred  and  eighty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
! thirty-one  pounds  of  freight  was  shipped  and  fortv-two 
j thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  passengers  taken 
I from  this  station.  The  amount  of  money  paid  out  to 
I employees  the  greater  part  of  which  finds  its  way  into 
: Nonvalk  markets,  is  upwards  of  eighteen  thousand 
I dollars  per  month.  These  facts  taken  with  that,  that 
i they  possess  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  taxable 
property,  gives  one  an  idea,  of  the  inihience  that  they 
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have  on  the  prosperity  of  Nonvalk  and  of  the  gloom 
in  which  the  last  curl  of  smoke  floating  away  from 
the  stacks  would  enshroud  the  town. 

GASLIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

The  Norwalk  Gaslight  and  Coke  Company  was  or- 
ganized May  fi,  1859,  by  C.  L.  Boalt,  John  Tifft,  G.  H. 
Salford,  FI.  A.  Coon  and  W.  0.  Parker,  with  a capi- 
tal stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  C.  L.  Boalt 
was  elected  president;  Theo.  Williams,  treasurer  and 
secretary.  The  stock  of  the  company  has  always  been 
a good  investment  and  is  now  worth  a considerable 
premium  and  cannot  be  bought  in  market. 

STONE  QUARRY. 

The  stone  Quarry  of  Wm.  Perrin,  on  Rattlesnake 
Creek,  has  been  worked  for  forty  years.  The  stone 
obtained  is  a hard  blue  sandstone  and  is  now  found 
fifty  feet  below  the  surface  of  a very  superior  quality. 
The  stone  used  in  the  construction  of  most  of  the 
bridges  and  buildings  throughout  the  county  was  ob- 
tained at  this  quarry. 

The  quarry  on  ‘‘Reed’s  Creek.”  near  the  south  line 
of  the  town,  was  the  first  one  opened,  and  from  there 
the  stone  was  obtained  for  the  first  buildings  in  Nor- 
walk in  ISIS.  It  is  upon  the  old  James  Cole  farm. 
The  stone  is  of  a superior  quality  for  building  pur- 
poses, and  a very  dura 'oh;  flagging  stone  is  obtained 
near  the  surface. 

DAUNTLESS  MAN  UFA  CT  U R I N G C 0 M PA  N Y . 

Among  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  industries 
of  the  place,  that  of  the  Dauntless  manufacturing 
company  stands  prominent. 

The  factory  is  an  extensive  brick  pile  on  Whittlesey 
avenue,  just  north  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad.  The 
original  buildings  were  constructed  in  1852,  by  Mr. 
N.  S.  C.  Perkins,  and  have  quite  a history  of  their 
own.  They  were  occupied  by  him  for  a number  of 
years  in  the  manufacturing  of  steam  saw  mills  and 
engines.  At  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  the 
eastern  factories  introduced  their  machines,  which 
they  were  able,  with  their  greater  facilities,  to  offer 
at  prices  with  which  inland  factories  could  not  com- 
pete, necessitating  an  abandonment  of  the  business, 
and  working  havoc  with  this  and  other  kindred  in- 
dustries through  the  northwest.  But  the  road,  in 
turn,  brought  the  desired  facilities,  and  again  the 
fires  were  kindled  and  the  welcome  din  and  rattle  of 
machinery  were  revived. 

Early  in  1800  the  buildings  were  enlarged  to  their 
prensent  size.  The  furore  and  excitement  created  by 
that  wondrous  piece  of  American  mechanism  the 
sewing  machine,  were  at  fever  heat. 

That  the  machine  was,  as  yet,  m a crude  state,  was 
apparent  to  skilled  eyes  and  inventive  brains.  With 
many  others,  Mr.  Perkins  turned  his  attention  in  this 
direction.  The  factory  might  aptly  be  designated  a 
nursery  of  sewing  machines.  The  first  machine  con- 
structed on  the  premises  was  the  single  thread 


“Gardner,”  being  the  first  sewing  machine  manufac- 
tured in  the  west;  and  subsequently  the  “Little 
Giant,”  which  survives  to  our  day  as  the  “Common 
Sense.” 

These  were  succeeded  bv  the  “Moore,”  which  be- 
came such  a formidable  rival  to  the  best  of  the  eastern 
machines  that  the  huge  monopoly  called  the  “Sewing 
Machine  Combination,”  determined  to  crush  it  out, 
and  did  so.  The  next  machine  manufactured  by 
Mr.  Perkins  was  one  of  his  own  invention,  and  bear- 
ing his  own  name.  In  1861  Mr.  W.  A.  Mack, 
inventor  of  the  Domestic,  called  in  with  his  designs. 
Mr.  Perkins’  experience  enabled  him  to  discern  its 
advantages,  and  a partnership  was  immediately  formed 
for' its  construction.  The  Domestic  became  widely 
and  popularly  known,  and  was  manufactured  for  a 
number  of  years  by  the  firm,  until  it  was  absorbed  by 
a powerful  eastern  company.  After  many  experi- 
ments and  trials,  the  present  machine,  appropriately 
named  the  “Dauntless,”  was  produced,  and  in  1875  a 
company  was  organized  for  its  manufacture.  The 
machine  has  met  with  splendid  success,  and  has  given 
to  Norwalk  a wide-spread  notoriety. 

In  the  present  time  of  business  depression,  the 
number  employed  has  not  filled  the  capacity  of  the 
factory;  but  we  are  glad  to  state  that  the  merits  of 
the  Dauntless  are  being  appreciated  and  that  the 
orders  received  are  compelling  the  company  to  crowd 
in  new  forces,  which  will  tend  to  enliven  the  city  and 
add  greater  significance  to  its  history. 

EUREKA  FANNING  MILL. 

The  Eureka  fanning  mill,  patented  and  owned  by 
Mr.  B.  Cortrite,  is  manufactured  by  him  at  bis  shops 
on  East  Main  street,  the  shops  and  store  houses 
occupying  about  two  acres  of  ground  adjoining  the 
tracks  of  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  Railroad.  The  factory  is 
run  by  steam  power,  the  different  parts  of  the  mill 
being  made  and  stored  ready  for  putting  together. 
The  mill  has  been  very  largely  manufactured  and  lias 
met  with  universal  approval— being  extensively  used 
through  Ohio  and  the  West. 

LUMBER  YARD. 

The  lumber  yard  and  planing  mill  of  D.  E.  Mort- 
liouse  on  Medina  street,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  Nor- 
walk's industries.  Mr.  Morehouse  oegan  business  at 
t lie  present  site  in  1855,  and  has  continued  it  -with 
success.  In  1865,  the  mill  and  stock  were  almost  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  fire.  The  mill  was  immediately 
re-built  and  the  yard  re-stocked.  Mr.  Morehouse 
handles  upwards  of  two  million  feet  of  lumber  annu- 
ally, which  he  has  ample  facilities  for  storing,  to- 
gether with  a proportionate  amount  of  lath  ami 
shingles.  In  connection  with  the  planing  mil’, 
which  is  a large  two-story  brick,  are  substantial 
buildings  for  sash,  door  and  blind  manufacture., 
which  are  worked  to  their  full  capacity.  The  many 
specimens  of  the  work  which  adorn  our  fine  •»  s 
deuces  and  business  blocks  testify  nig  to  the  qua  ,;y 
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ami  the  appreciation  of  home  productions.  Fo*  the 
accommodation  of  smaller  manufactures,  Mr.  More-  j 
house  has  convenient  rooms  supplied  with  power,  j 
They  were  occupied  in  1875  by  a firm  manufacturing  | 
harness  hanies,  and  afterwards  as  a washboard  fac-  i 
tory. 

For  a number  of  years  previous  to  the  present  oceu-  ; 
pat  ion,  extending  hack  to  183d,  this  site  was  occupied  j 
by  Mr.  G.  T.  Morehouse  as  a brickyard  and  foundery.  : 
The  brick  used  in  the  g eater  part  of  the  earlier 
dwelling  houses  and  business  blocks,  were  made 
there. 

I'EDRO  BED. 

The  Pedro  Cot  Bed  was  invented  bv  Mr.  0.  A. 
White,  one  of  Norwalk’s  well-known  business  men. 

It  is  now  manufactured  by  Messrs.  White  & I.  W. 
Bostwick. 

The  Pedro,  like  many  other  of  the  most  substantial 
and  solid  comforts  afforded  to  man,  comes  to  him  in 
an  unpretentious  form.  In  keeping  with  the  pro-- 
duction,  the  factory  on  Benedict  avenue  is  plain  but 
most  convenient.  The  many  merits  of  the  bed  have 
already  won  for  it  a firm  demand  among  the  staple  I 
productions  of  .the  country,  and  will  undoubtedly  de-  ! 
velop  another  large  and  attractive  industry. 

TOBACCO  FACTORY. 

The  Norwalk  tobacco  factory  occupies  the  large  ! 
three-story  brick  block  fronting  on  West  Main  street,  j 
and  extends  in  the  form  of  an  L around  the  brick 
•block  of  C.  E.  Newman  to  Hester  street,  making  one  ! 
of  the  most  roomy  and  commodious  factories  in  this  | 
town.  It  was  started  in  April,  1873,  by  Mr.  F.  B.  : 
Case,  -and  contains  all  the  various  departments  for  ! 
storing  and  preparing  the  different  brands  of  chew-  ; 
iug  and  smoking  tobacco,  and  affords  employment  to  : 
about  sixty  men.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Case  manufac-  | 
tores  on  an  average  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  j 
annually,  shows  that  we  do  not  all  altogether  concur  • 
with  “ little  Robert  Read”  in  his  opinion  on  the  | 
“filthy  weed.” 

■ • - I 

| 

GAGER  & BALDWIN'S  HORSE-RADISH  MILL. 

Since  the  year  1876  Norwalk  has  had  in  her  limits  > 
a quiet  little  factory  that  has  turned  out,  Li  a way  of  i 
its  own,  “prepared  -mw  vines*”  for  mankind  in  a shape  i 
and  form  never  utilized  before. 

The  horse-radish  mill  of  Messrs.  Gager  & Baldwin 
on  North  Prospect  street  is  an  oddity,  which  lias  no  ! 
rival  in  the  world.  It  is  only  recently  that  this  i 
weli-known  root  has  been  prepared  in  a way  that 
would  preserve  its  pungency,  and  render  it  fit  for 
table  use  at  all  seasons.  The  firm  had  twenty  acres 
of  ground  occupied  in  1878  in  raising  the  plant.  It 
is  taken,  when  of  proper  size,  to  a dry-house,  and  ; 
after  a certain  amount  of  drying  and  other  prepara-  ; 
Hon,  is  ground  to  flour  in  a mill,  or  grated.  It  is  \ 
prepared  for  market  in  various  ways,  being  mostly  | 
put  in  bottles  hermetically  sealed.  In  addition,  the  i 


firm  manufacture  pumpkin  flour  for  enliuan  pur- 
poses. The  pumpkins  by  a somewhat  similar  process 
are  worked  into  flour,  which  is  put  in  neat  packages 
for  the  market.  Both  productions  are  oddities  which 
are  attracting  universal  attention  and  bid  fair  to 
become  staple  goods  in  the  market. 

THE  A.  B.  CHASE  ORGAN'. 

The  A.  B.  Chase  Organ  Company,  another  of 
Xorwalks  far  famed  industries,  was  organized  under 
a charter  granted  September  1,  1875,  with  an  author- 
ized capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
stock  was  soon  taken,  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  A.  B.  Chase,  president;  L.  L.  Doud,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer;  II.  R.  Moore,  an  inventive  and 
experienced  organ  builder,  general  superintendent. 

The  buildings  occupy  two  acres  of  ground  on  the 
east  side  of  Newton  street,  adjoining  the  track  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad,  which  affords  them  opportunity 
of  receiving  supplies  and  shipping  direct..  The  main 
building  is  a three-story  structure,  forty  by  one  hund- 
red' feet,  to  which  are  joined  spacious  boiler  and 
engine  rooms,  stock  and  dry  houses.  The  company 
sold  their  first  organ,  on  July  25,  1876,  and  have  con- 
structed upwards  of  two  thousand.  Believing  in  the 
old  maxim  that  “True  merit  ever  achieves  success." 
none  but  educated  and  experienced  workmen  are  em- 
ployed, and  all  that  inventive  genius  has  perfected  in 
their  line  of  machinery,  is  to  be  found  at  command. 
The  fact  that  this  company  was  organized  in,  and 
successfully  worked  through  the  greatest  and  most 
disastrous  of  all  financial  crises  that  have  visited  car 
country,  is  in  itself  sufficient  evidence  that  the  basis 
and  production  are  sound  and  healthy,  and  that  Nor- 
walk may  well  be  proud  of  being  the  home  of  the 
company. 

A 0 KXuWL  E D G E M E X T S . 

In  presenting  the  foregoingas  a history  of  Norwalk, 
it  is  proper,  to  state  that  in  the  limited  'time  allowed 
for  its  preparation,  it  has  been  impossible  to  verify 
every  statement  of  fact  made;  but  so  far  as  time  and 
opportunity  permitted,  none  but  the  most  trust- 
worthy sources  of  information  have  been  consulted. 

For  valuable  information  and  assistance  in  prepar- 
ing the  work,  the  writer  desires  to  acknowledge  his 
great  obligation  to  “ Scattered  Sheaves,  by  Ruth” 
(Mrs.  M.  F.  C.  Worcester)  published  in  the  'Firniandx 
Pioneer,  and  her  report  of  the  different  soldiers, 
aid  societies;  ro  a history  of  the  schools  prepared  in 
1876,  bv  Theodore  Williams,  Esq.;  to  a history  of.  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  published  in  1876,  bv 
Charles  E.  Newman,  Esq. ; for  other  church  histories 
furnished,  to  Rev.  J.  S.  Broad  well..  Rev.  J.  ]). 
Williamson,  J.  W.  Baker,  Esq.,  Rev.  Peter  Kolopp, 
Rev.  A.  0.  Ullrich,  Rev.  T.  F.  Halley,  Prudden 
Ailing,  Esq.,  (written  by  himself  two  weeks  before  his 
death)  Rev.  J.  W.  Cowan,  Rev.  A.  Eiierr.  Rev.  E. 
Hathaway:  Judge  F.  Wickham,  and  M.  Barker, 
Esq.;  to  E.  A.  Pray,  C.  L Merry,  f . W.  Fliua,  >. 
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T.  A.  Van  Seiver  and  D.  T.  Hall  for  histories  of 
different  secret  societies;  to  Isaac  Underhill,  Esq., 
Miner  Cole,  Esq.,  0.  A.  White,  and  many  other  citi- 
zens for  favors  and  information;  to  the  different  county- 
officers  for  facilities  in  searching  the  public  records, 
and  to  the  Young  Men’s  Library  and  Reading  Room 
Association  for  the  use  of  many  books  for  reference. 


Norwalk,  Ohio,  May  1H,  18T9 


C.  H.  Gallup. 


Biographical  Sketches. 

* | 

JOHN  GARDINER, 

NORWALK. 

| 

John  Gardiner  was  born  at  Gardiner’s  Point,  for-  I 
merlv  known  as  Millstone  Point,  New  London  countv,  ! 
Connecticut.  September  15.  1810.  His  grandfather,  ! 
Benajah  Gardiner,  removed  from  Rhode  Island  to  j 
Plum  Island,  in  the  east  part  of  Long  Island  Sound, 
where  he  remained  a few  years:  thence  he  removed 
to  Millstone  Point  in  the  year  ITS?.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Charlotte  Raymond,  of  Montville,.New  London 


county. 

Lebbens  W.  Gardiner,  son  of  Benajah,  and  father 
of  John  Gardiner,  was  born  April  30,  1780.  on  Plum 
Island,  and  his  wife  was  Miss  Eunice  Latimer,  a 
daughter  of  Pickett  Latimer,  of  New  London.  The 
ancestors  of  the  Gardiner  family  came  from  England 
and  settled  originally  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  mother  of  John  Gardiner  died  in  1819,  leaving 
three  children,  Charlotte,  John  and  Julia,  and  the 
family  then  separated;  John  and  Julia  going  with 
their  grand  parents,  at  Millstone  Point,  and  Charlotte 
with  the  Lati triers,  north  of  New  London — the  father, 
L.  AY.  Gardiner,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  follow- 
ing the  sea  as  captain  of  a clipper  coasting  schooner, 
sailing  from  New  London  to  Baltimore,  Wilmington, 
New  Orleans  and  South  America,  He  died  at  Nor- 
walk, March  9,  1833.  As  soon  as  John  was  old 
enough,  he  attended  school  at  Durfee  Hill,  about  one 
mile  from  his  home  across  lots,  which  was  kept  as  a 
district  school  about  six  months  during  the  , ear.  and 
when  not  attending  school  he  worked  on  the  farm. 

In  1831,  Air.  Gardiner  went  to  school  at  Bacon 
academy,  Colchester,  where  he  remained  a year,  mak- 
ing navigation  his  principal  study,  with  a view  of 
following  the  sea — as  New  London  was  at  that  time 
largely  and  prosperously  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery 
and  AVest  India  trade,  and  sent  annually  a fleet  of 
ships  to  the  Pacific  ocean  for  whale,  and  to  the  north 
seas  for  whale  and  seal.  At  Bacon  academy,  Mr. 
Gardiner  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  present 
chief  justice  AVuite;  Hon.  Oohn  T.  Waite,  M.  C'.,  of 
Norwich;  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull,  ex-senator,  of  Illi- 
nois, and  Commodore  Rogers,  United  States  navy, 
who  were  then  preparing  for  college. 
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In  the  fall  of  1833,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  persuaded  by 
his  uncle,  John  M.  Latimer,  Esq.,  to  visit.  Ohio, 
which  in  the  end  changed  his  whole  course  of  life. 
About  three  thousand  acres  of  land  near  Bellevue,  in 
Huron  county,  had  been  given  by  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut to  Pickett  Latimer,  the  grandfather,  for 
losses  sustained  by  fire  when  New  London  was  burned 
bv  the  British  during  the  revolution,  which  grant  of 
land  had  already  brought  Pickett  Latimer,  an  uncle, 
to  Huron  county,  and  who  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  at  Norwalk.  Leaving  New  London  by  steam- 
boat early  in  December,  1832.  before  the  days  of 
railroads,  Mr.  Gardiner  journeyed  west  to  Albany, 
where  he  took  stage  as  far  as  Hamilton,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  during  the  winter,  and  attended 
school  at  Hamilton  academy;  an  1 in  the  early  spring 
of  1833,  left  Utica  by  canal  boat  for  the  west.  Arriv- 
ing at  Buffalo  the  last  days  of  April,  he  embarke.l  on 
the  steamer  "'Uncle  Sam,”  being  the  first  boat  to  leave 
Buffalo  that  spring  for  Detroit  and  intermediate  ports. 
At  that  time  nearly  tire  whole  south  shore  of  Like 
Erie  'was  skirted  with  primeval  forests,  and  only  oc- 
casional glimpses  of  light  were  discernible  in  the 
evening  from  the  log  cabins  of  the  settlers  along  the 
line  of  shore,  and  Cleveland  contained  only  some  two 
thousand  inhabitants,  living  mostly  below  the  public- 
square,  and  without  street  improvements  or  side- 
walks. 

On  the  first  of  ALiy  the  steamer  arrived  at  the  Port 
of  Huron,  which  was  then-  quite  a shipping  point, 
and  a hack,  driven  by  a man  by  the  name  of  Sweat, 
conveyed  Air.  Gardiner  to  his  future  home.  Norwalk 
at  that  time  contained  about  four  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, but  not  a person  or  animal  was  visible  in  the 
streets  on  his  arrival,  and  the  village  was  entirely 
surrounded  by  forests,  except  where  the  roads  were 
cut  through,  and  wild  deer  frequently  crossed  the 
roads  at  each  end  of  the  village,  and  the  county  was 
dotted  over  with  the  log  cabins  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  the  roads  in  early  spring  almost  impassable.  Air. 
Gardiner  immediately  commenced  clerking  in  the 
store  of  P.  & J.  AI.  Latimer — (who  were  doing  a 
large  business  in  general  merchandise  and  produce, 
which  latter  found  a ready  market  at  Detroit,  to  sup- 
ply the  settlers  of  Alichigan)  and  at  a salary  of  sev- 
enty-five dollars  a year  and  board;  which  a young  man 
of  seventeen,  at  the  present  day,  would  think  a very 
small  compensation  for  his  valuable  services. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  Air.  Gardiner  was  solicited  to 
take  a clerkship  in  the  Bank  of  Norwalk,  an  institu- 
tion which  had  commenced  business  in  1833,  with  a 
special  charter  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  the  Hon. 
Ebenezer  Lane,  president,  who  was  then  one  of  the 
supreme  judges  of  the  State,  and  AL tiffin  Bentley, 
cashier.  During  the  summer  of  1834  the  cashier  died 
very  suddenly,  leaving  Air.  Gardiner,  then  only  eigh- 
teen, in  charge  of  the  bank  for  nearly  two  months, 
when  George  Alygatb  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  the  va- 
cancy. At  that  early  day  this  was  the  only  bank  in 
north-western  Ohio,  and  its  business  extended  south 
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to  Mount  Vernon,  Mansfield,  Marion  aucl  Bueyrus;  | 
west  to  Toledo,  Perrysburg  and  Fremont;  north  to 
Huron  and  Sandusky,  bringing  Mr.  Gardiner  in  con- 
tact with  all  the  leading  business  men  of  that  region 
of  country,  who  then  came  to  Norwalk  for  their  bank 
accommodations.  The  bank  went  successfully  through 
the  panic  of  1837,  and  was  one  of  the  first  banks  in 
Ohio  to  resume  coin  payments  after  the  failure  of  the 
government  deposit  banks  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  finally  closed  up,  pay  ing  back  nearly  all 
its  capital  to  its  original  sharoln  biers,  and  selling  its 
franchise  to  Mr.  Higgins  and  his  associates. 

In  1835  and  1830  emigration  was  pushing  itself 
west  bv  everv  leading  road,  and  long  lines  of  emigrant 
wagons  were  passing  daily  westward,  the  occupants  in 
pursuit  of  new  homes,  and  the  western  land  fever  had 
seized  upon  nearly  all  classes  of  citizens.  Mr.  Gar- 
diner, not  yet  of  age,  proceeded  to  the  western  coun- 
ties of  Ohio  and  the  eastern  counties  of  Indiana  on 
horseback,  over  muddy  roads  and  trails  through  the 
forest,  and  purchased  some  tracts  of  government  land.  1 
But  as  the  panic  came  upon  the  country  in  1837  and 
all  land  speculations  ceased,  it  took  over  fifteen  years 
before  Mr.  Gardiner  could  finally  close  out  his  land,  | 
and  then  without  much  profit,  after  counting  interest  j 
and  taxes.  The  whole  western  country,  after  the  j 
collapse  of  1837,  was  land  poor. 

Mr.  Gardiner  having  finally  been  appointed  cashier 
of  the  bank,  and  John  E.  Finn,  president,  and.  the 
bank,  owing  to  adverse  legislation,  about  closing  its 
business,  resigned  the  office  of  cashier  in  September, 

1 840,  and  commenced  the  business  of  merchandising 
at  No.  1,  Brick  block,  keeping  a general  stock  of 
merchandize  and  dealing  very  largely  in  produce:  so  j 
much  so  that  his  combined  business,  in  1S4-1,  had  l 
readied  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  pier  annum.  | 

In  the  spring  of  1845.  Mr.  Gardiner  took  Into  busi-  ! 

1 - . i 

ness  with  lnm  Bichard  D.  Joslin,  his -brother-in-law;  j 
and,  leaving  him  in  charge  of  the  business,  .went  to  ; 
New  York  with  the  intention  of  engaging  in  the  J 
wholesale  dry  goods  trade  in  the  following  January,  j 
But  after  spending  the  summer  in  the  city  in  a dry 
goods  store,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  the  prospects  j 
of  the  trade,  he  returned  to  Norwalk  in  November 
and  continued  the  mercantile  business  with  his  part- 
ner until  the  spring  of  1847,  when  he  disposed  of 
his  interest  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Joslin,  and  with -some 
friends  established  the  Norwalk  Branch  of  the  State  | 
Bank  of  Ohio,  with  a capital  of  one  hundred  thous-  ( 
and  dollars,  afterward  increased  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  This  bank  commenced 
business  in  May.  1847,  with  Mr.  Gardiner  as  cashier 
and  manager,  and  for  eighteen  years  did  a successful 
business;  and,  notwithstanding  large  losses  conse-  | 
quent  upon  the  panic  of  1850.  and  the  failure  of  the  | 
Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  company,  and  general 
suspension  of  the  banks,  closed  out  its  business-  in  j 
1805,  returning  its  capital  to  the  share  holders,  hav-  ; 
ing  paid  in  dividends  over  two  hundred  and  twenty-  , 
eight  thousand  dollars. 


In  March,  1805.  Mr.  Gardiner,  with  some  friends, 
organized  the  Norwalk  National  bank,  with  a capital 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  succeeded  to 
the  business  of  the  Norwalk  Branch  of  the  State 
bank,  and  has,  up  to  this  period  (1879).  done  a suc- 
cessful business,  with  Mr.  Gardiner  as  its  president, 
and  Charles  W.  Milieu,  cashier. 

In  1847.  Mr,  Gardiner  was  elected  a member  of  the 
board  of  control  of  the  State  bank  of  Ohio,  and  con- 
tinued a member  of  that  distinguished  body,  consist- 
ing of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  State,  until 
the  State  bank  finally  closed  its  business,  and  was 
superseded  by  the  National  banks  in  1865. 

While  banking  has  been  Mi.  Gardiner’s  principal 
occupation,  he  has  not  omitted  other  enterprises  con- 
nected with  the  general  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
move  in  obtaining  a charter  for  the  Toledo,  Norwalk 
and  Cleveland  railroad  company,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  corporators  of  the  company  in  a charter 
granted  in  1850.  After  the  road  was  constructed 
and 'in  operation,  in  1853,  it  was  consolidated  with 
the  Junction  railroad,  forming  the  Toledo  and  Cleve- 
land railroad  company,  of  which  Mr.  Gardiner  was 
elected  a director  in  1856,  and  in  November,  1860, 
was  elected  president  of  the  company. 

At  this  time  the  company  was  carrying  a large  float- 
ing debt,  and  its  securities  were  very  much  depressed, 
so  much  so  that  its  stock  was  selling  so  low  as  twenty 
cents  on  the  dollar.  But  under  Mr.  Gardiner’s  super- 
vision, and  consequent  upon  the  war,  and.  the  large 
issue  of  paper  money,  the  floating  debt  was  paid  off, 
dividends  resumed,  the  earnings  of  the  company  more 
than  doubled  and  the  stock  advanced  in  the  market 
to  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar. 

In  1865,  the  capital  stock  having  changed  hands, 
Mr.  Gardiner  was  superseded  in  the  presidency, 
though  he  remained  a director  until  it  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  Lake  Shore  line,  in  1869. 

The  Sandusky,  Mansfield  and  Newark  railroad  was 
one  of  the  first  railroads  commenced  in  the  State,  and 
was  intended  for  the  transfer  of  passengers  and  freight 
from  the  interior  towns  to  and  from  the  lake  for  ship- 
ment, and  after  struggling  through  financial  difficul- 
ties until  1863,  when  Charles  L.  Boalt  was  elected 
president,  and  Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  one  of  its 
directors,  and  they  proceeded  to  form  a line  for 
traffic  from  Sandusky  to  Baltimore,  by  the  Central 
Ohio  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroads,  and  this 
arrangement  met  with  such  success  that  they  leased 
the  Sandusky,  Mansfield  and  Newark  railroad,  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  company  in  1S69,  since 
which  time  it  has  done  a successful  business.  On  the 
death  of  C.  L.  Boalt,  in  1870.  Mr.  Gardiner  was 
elected  president  of  the  company,  and  is  still  its 
president,  though  the  road  is  operated  by  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  company  under  the  lease,  and  forms  a 
part  of  its  main  line  to  Chicago. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  a director  of  the  Colum- 
bus and  Indianapolis  Rail  Road  Company  in  1803 — 
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which  road  was  intended  to  form  a.  line  between 
Columbus,  Ohio,  ancl  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and 
after  consolidating  with  various  lines,  finally  embraced 
about  six  hundred  miles  of  road  under  the  name  of 
the  Columbus,  Chicago  and  Indiana  Central  Rail  wav 
Company. 

In  the  winter  of  1868.  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Ex-Gov. 
William  Dennison,  with  the  President,  B.  E.  Smith, 
were  appointed  a committee  to  negotiate  a lease  of  the 
road  to  the  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis 
Railway  Company,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road 
Company,  which  lease  was  made  on  the  22d  day 
of  January,  1860,  and  duly  ratified,  though  it  was 
amended  one  year  thereafter,  and  under  it  the  road 
is  still  operated.  In  Mr.  Gardiner’s  railroad  connec- 
tions he  has  become  aeijuainted  with  most  of  the  lead- 
ing railroad  magnates  of  the  day,  for  many  of  whom 
he  still  entertains  a high  appreciation. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  at  Norwalk  on  the  3 1st 
day  of  July,  1843,  to  Miss  Frances  Mary  Joslin — a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Benjamin  A.  Joslin,  of  Troy.  New 
York,  and  his  wife,  Frances  C.  Davis,  of  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York— and  four  children  were  the  off- 
spring of  this  marriage,  viz.:  Edmund  G.  Gardiner 
who  was  born  August  23.  1844:  John  Gardiner.  Jr., 
who  was  born  February  28.  1841:  Lucy  Jane  Gardiner 
who  was  born  June  4,  1848,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years,  and  William  L.  Gardiner  who  was  lorn 
June  24,  1857. 

Edmund  G . Gardiner  married  Miss  Susie  J.  Barnes, 
of  Norwalk.  John  Gardiner,  Jr.,  married  Miss 
Louisa  Woodward,  of  Bellevue. 

Mr.  Gardiner  purchased  his  present  residence  on 
West  Main  street,  in  the  year  1848,  and  occupied  it 
the  same  spring,  having  since  added  to  if  from  time 
to  time,  and  increased  the  quantity  of  land  until  he 
now  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
adjoining  his  residence,  almost  wholly  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  the  village. 

Politically,  he  was  an  original  Henry  Clay  whig 
but  when  the  whig  party  merged  into  the  republican, 
Mr.  Gardiner  went  with  his  party,  and  has  always 
remained  a republican,  and  contributed  to  its  success, 
but  without  ever  seeking  an  office,  or  soliciting  the 
votes  of  his  friends  or  party  for  political  preferment 
or  position. 

Mr.  Gardiner  has  lived  nearly  a half  century  in 
Norwalk,  during  which  time  he  has  applied  himself 
to  business  pursuits,  without  wavering  or  faltering, 
in  his  onward  course,  or  ever  failing  tc  discharge  his 
pecuniary  obligations,  and  without  a blemish  on  his 
business  character,  or  integrity;  and  during  which 
time  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county,  with  nearly  all 
of  whom  he  was  acquainted,  have  gone  to  their  long 
homes,  having  stamped  their  principles  of  industrv, 
integrity  and  perseverance  upon  their  children  and 
successors.  The  business,  and  the  leading  men  of 
that  early  day,  are  nearly  all  dead,  many  having 
failed  in  business  during  the  collapse  of  1837; 
and  the  leg  cabins  of  the  early  saltiers  have  uisap- 
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peered  from  the  comity,  and  good  farm  houses  have 
taken  their  places,  occupied  by  as  thrifty  and  intel- 
ligent a class  of  people,  as  are  to  be  found  in  any 
section  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gardiner  re- 
members many  acts  of  kindness  from  those  earlv 
friends  who  occupied  positions  which  enabled  them  to 
assist  him  in  his  early  business  career,  and  who  were 
ever  ready  to  lend  him  aid  in  carrving  forward  his 
business  enterprises,  and  to  whose  generous  support 
and  assistance  he  attributes  much  of  his  ultimate 
success. 

May,  1879. 


PLATT  BENEDICT. 

About  the  year  A.  D.  1500,  William  Benedict,  of 
Nottinghamshire,  iu  England,  had  an  only  son  born 
to  him  whom  lie  called  William;  this  William,  2d. 
had  an  only  son  whom  he  called  William;  and  this 
’William,  3d,  had  in  1617  an  only  sou,  whom  lie  called 
Thomas. 

In  1638  Thomas  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
New  England;  after  remaining  there  for  a time  he 
removed  to  Sonthhold,  on  Long  Island,  where  were 
born  to  him  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  whose 
names  were  Thomas,  John,  Samuel,  James.  D. oriel, 
Betty.  Mary,  Sarah  and  Rebecca.  From  South  hold 
the  family  removed  to  Ha.ssanvamnc.  from  there  to 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  (where  Thomas  was  married, J 
from  there,  last  of  all.  they  removed  to  Norwalk, 
Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  where  all  the  remain- 
ing children  were  married. 

Daniel  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Matthew  Marvin, 
of  Norwalk;  and  was  a soldier  iu  the  “direful  swamp 
fight”  of  December  19,  1675  (Connecticut  Historical 
Collections,  pages  20-1— Palfrey’s  History  of  New 
England,  vol.  3,  pages  176  to  180);  after  which,  at-  a 
Norwalk  town  meeting,  January  12,  1676,  “ Tim 
towne,  in  consideration  of  the  good  service  that  the 
soldiers  sent  out  of  the  towne  iugaged  and  performed 
by  them,  and  out  of  respect  and  thankfulnese  to  the 
save!  soldiers,  doe  with  one  consent  and  freely  give 
and  grant  to  so  many  as  were  in  the  direful  swamp 
tight,  twelve  acors  of  land;  and  eight  ac-ors  of  laud  io 
so  many  as  were  iu  the  next  considerable  service.” 
Accordingly,  there  was  grunted  by  the  plantation,  as 
a gratuity  unto  Daniel  Benedict,  “being  a souldier  in 
the  Indian  warr,  tweife  acres  of  laud  and  Iveta  in 
three  parcels.” 

He  sold  his  Norwalk  property  in  1693,  and  removed 
to  Danbury. 

His  children  were  Mary,  Dtni/’l  2 1,  Hannah  and 
Mercy. 

Daniel  2d.  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Taylor,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Danbury,  Con- 
necticut, and  their  children  were  A-mY/  31,  Matthew, 
Tneophilus.  Rebecca,  Mary,  David.  Nathan  and 
Deborah. 
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Captain  Daniel  3d,  born  1703.  married  Sarah  1 
Hickuk  1728,  and  died  November  9,  1773;  their  ! 
children  were,  Daniel  4th,  Lemuel.  Noah,  Sarah,  j 
J on  I is,  Aaron,  Ruth,  Mary  and  Amos. 

Jonas  was  born  September  21,  1742;  married  i 
January  14,  1767,  to  Mercy  Bonghton,  and  died  ! 
October  30,  1 820.  Ho  was  a member  of  the  general  j 
assembly  of  Connecticut  in  1809..  Their  children . j 
were.  Elizabeth,  Jonas  2d,  Platt,  Sarah,  Daniel  5th.  j 
Mary  and  Eli. 

Platt  Benedict,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was 
born  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  March  IS,  1775, 
and  was  of  the  sixth  generation  of  Benedicts  in 
America.  He  married,  November  12,  1795,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Daniel  DeForest.  of  Wilton,  Connecticut,  j 
She  was  born  August  27,  1777,  and  died  June  24,  j 
1852,  at  Norwalk,  Ohio.  Their  children  were: 

Clarissa,  born  September  4,  1796;  married  IT al let  j 
Callup.  April  9,  1820;  died  January  11,  1878.  at 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  leaving  two  sons  and  four  daughters  ! 

° ‘ ' i 

now  living  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  viz.;  Catherine,  Maria  j 
(wife  of  Marlin  A.  D unton),  Carroll,  Sarah  (wife  of  j 
Henry  Brown],1  Caleb  H.  and  Lizzie  F. 

David  Mead,  oorn  August  17,1801:  married  Sep- 
tember 24,  1833,  to  Mary  Booth  Starr;  and  died  June 
16,  1843,  at  Danbury,  leaving  no  issue. 

Daniel  Bridgum,  born  June  1,  1803:  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1827,  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Not  j 

married. 

Jonas  Boughton,  born  March  23,  1806;  married 
October  8,  1829,  to  Fanny,  daughter  of  Henry  Buck-  : 
ingham;  and  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  July  29.  1851,  j 
leaving  one  son,  David  DeForest  (Dr.  Benedict,  the  j 
present  druggist  of  Norwalk,  Ohio),  and  one  j 
daughter,  Fanny  B.,  who  married  Louis  H.  Severance,  i 
of  Cleveland,  and  died  August  1,  1874. 

And  Eliza  Ann,  born  October  27,  1812;  married  j 
William  Brewster,  Mav  1,  1832,  and  died  August  17,  i 
1840,  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  leaving  two  sons,  both  of 
whom  died  in  childhood. 

After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  North  Salem,  j 
Westchester  county.  New  Turk,  where  his  daughter 
Clarissa  was  born;  and  from  there  he  removed  to  j 
Randal’s  Island,  in  East  River,  where  he  engaged  in  ; 
market  gardening;  in  a few  years  he  removed  back  to  I 
Danbury,  and  was  appointed  collector  of  that  town, 
in  which  capacity  lie  acted  in  1812-13. 

In  September,  1815,  he  first  came  to  Ohio  to  look  : 
up  a new  home,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  in  • 
company  with  Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Maj.  Frederick  | 
Falley  visited  and  examined  the  present  sire  of  Nor- 
walk. He  then  returned  to  Danburv  and  negotiated 
the  purchase  of  about  one  thousand  three  hundred  j 
acres  of  land  (now  the  site  of  Norwalk)  on  behalf  of  ! 
Elisha  \\  hittlesey,  Matthew  B.  Whittlesey,  E.  Moss 
White  and  himself. 

In  January,  1817;  he  again  returned  to  take  charge  j 
of  and  make  improvement*  upon  the  new  purchase;  ! 
erected  a log  house  (which  was  the  first  building  con- 
st rue  ted  by  white  iiieu  within  the  present  corporate  | 


limits  of  the  village  of  Norwalk),  commenced  a clear- 
ing upon  the  fiats  south  of  his  new  house,  and  on 
April  4th  returned  to  Danbury,  arriving  there  May  4th. 

In  July,  1817,  he  left  Danbury  with  his  family,  in 
a covered  wagon  drawn  by  one  horse,  and  another 
wagon  loaded  with  household  goods,  provisions,  etc., 
drawn  by  four  oxen;  also,  one  saddle  horse.  After 
seven  weeks  of  fatiguing  travel  and  hardship,  they 
arrived  at  the  house  of  David  Gibbs  and  Henry  Lock- 
wood  in  Norwalk  on  September  9th  and  then  learned 
that  their  house,  built  that  spring,  was  burned  down. 
In  this  emergency,  the  open-handed  hospitality  of 
frontier  life  was  extended  to  them  by  the  families  of 
Gibbs  and  Lockwood,  and  there  they  remained  until 
a new  house  was  erected.  Of  the  erection  of  that 
house,  destined  to  be  the  avant-courier  of  so  many 
noble  structures  and  happy  homes,  Mr.  Benedict  him- 
self says  ( Fire-lc.ndi  Pioneer  of  March,  1859,  page 
eighteen) : 

“On  hearing  of  my  house  being  burned,  we  stopped 
with  Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Lockwood,  who  very  hospit- 
ably entertained  its  until  I got  my  house  in  a condition 
to  move  in.  They  were  accommodating  Capt.  John 
Boalt’s  family,  nine  of  whom  were  sick  with  the 
.ague.  We  staid  there  from  Monday  until  Friday, 
when  we  went  into  our  new  home,  a log  pen  twenty 
feet  square,  no  doors,  windows,  fire-place,  and  no  fur- 
niture except  some  cooking  utensils  used  on  our  jour- 
ney. Built  a fire  against  the  logs  on  one  side,  of  the 
shanty,  made  up  our  beds  on  the  floor,  which  was  so 
green  and  damp  it  spoiled  the  under-beds,  which  in- 
duced me  to  fit  up  two  bedsteads,  one  for  mvself  and 
wife  and  one  for  my  daughters,  placed  in  opposite  cor- 
ners of  the  shanty,  by  boring  holes  in  the  logs,  for  the 
sides  and  feet,  and  one  upright  post  put  into  a hole  in. 
the  floor,  and  fastened  at  the  top,  and  with  basswood 
bark,  made  matting  in  the  place  of  cord,  and  when 
completed  they  were  very  comfortable.  I cat  out  two 
doors  and  two  windows.  The  sash  I bought  but 
could  get  no  glass;  in  place  of  which  I used  greased 
paper.  Built  an  oven  in  one  corner,  part  in  and  part 
outside,  with  clay  and  sticks;  also  a stick  chimney 
above  the  chamber  floor,  had  no  jams.  After  burn- 
ing out  three  or  four  logs,  I built  up  the  back  part  of 
the  chimney  of  muck  and  sticks.  I chinked  up  and 
mudded  between  the  logs,  unic-h  made  it  very  com- 
fortable. For  a few  days  we  were  almost  without  pro- 
visions; we  had  green  corn,  turnips  and  milk." 

The  late  Seth  Jenning,  of  Milin,  says  (Pionee>\ 
March,  1S60,  page  li):  “1  commenced  splitting  clap- 
boards out  of  oak  timber  to  make  thereof  of.  Every 
man  that,  could  work  was  on  hand  to  help  and  do  his 
best  toward  getting  up  the  bouse.  The  women 
turned  out  and  brought  up  our  dinners  that  day ; 
but  we  got  along  so  well  with  the  house  that  the 
next  morning  Mr.  Benedict  moved  up,  and  Mrs. 
Benedict  cooked  our  dinners  that  day  by  a log  near 
the  house." 

In  “Scattered  Sheaves,  by  Ruth,”  it  is  stated 
(Pioneer  of  September,  I860,  page  42),  “There  were 
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present,  Levi  Cole  and  his  sons,  Maj.  Underhill,  • 
David  and  Jasper  Underhill,  his  nephews,  Lott  Her-  J 

rick, Sanderson,  Daniel  Clary,  Noah  I’.  Ward,  j 

Elian  Potter,  Richard  Gardiner,  Reuben  Rixley  ! 
and  his  son  Reuben,  Henry  Lockwood,  David  Gibbs  j. 
and  others.  Says  David  Underhill.  2d..  ‘Asher 
Cole,  Sanderson  and  myself,  cut  logs  in  the  woods  | 
near,  or  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  railroad  j 
buijdiugs,  and  the  water  was  ankle  deep  : Lott  Her-  : 
rick  drove  the  team.  Mr.  Benedict  regaled  his  fellow  ; 
laborers  with  Jamaica  rum  instead  of  whisky,  which  i 
was  usual! v furnished  on  such  occasions.  Mrs.  Un-  ! 

i 

derhill,  furnished,  cooked  the  dinner,  and  sent  it  to  j 
us.  It  consisted  mainly  of  pork,  potatoes,  turnips  j 
and  bread.'  ” 

i 

In  an  unpublished  narrative,  dictated  by  Mrs.  i 

Benedict  not  long  before  .per  death.,  she  says:  "Two  | 

miles  from  any  neighbor  our  little  cabin  stood  ; the  ; 

floor  of  logs  split  in  the  middle,  not  smoothed  bv 

plane  or  chisel;  our  chairs  made  in  the  same  rude  ■ 

manner;  our  table  was  of  pieces  of  boxes  in  which  1 

our  goods  had  been  packed,  and  "saplings”  fastened  | 

together,  formed  our  bedsteads.  On  one  side  of  our  j 

cabin  was  a large  fire-place,  on  the  east  and  west  sides  j 

were  doors,  on  the  north  our  or.lv  windows,  in  which  ! 

*'  ■ j 

to  supply  the  place  of  glass,  we  pasted  pieces  of  i 

greased  paper. 

“And  many  pleasant  evenings  we  spent  beside  that  j- 
huge  fire-place,  cracking  nuts  and  eating,  not  apples,  ; 
but  turnips.  You  need  not  laugh,  I tell  you  those  s 
yaw  .turnips  tasted  good  when  there  was  nothing  else  ; 
to  eac,  and  as  the  flames  grew  bright,  our  merrv  partr  ! 
would  forget  that  they'  were  not  in  their  eastern  i 
home,  but  far  away  in  the  wilds  of  Ohio. 

“We  heard  the  howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  whoop  of  l 
the  Indian  resounding  through  the  forest,  for  a * 
favorite  hunting  ground  of  these  wild  men  was  situ-  j 
ated  near  our  cabin,  and  often  would  the  Indians  : 
assemble  and  renew  their  noisy  sports,  little  dreaming  j 
of  the  tide  of  emigration  which  should  finally  sweep  i 
them  away.  < 

“One  night  the  loud  barking  of  our  dog  attracted  i 
our  attention,  followed  by  a knock  at  the  door:  on  ! 
opening  which,  in  stalked  a large  Indian,  dressed  in  j 
furs  and  blanket,  and  fully  armed.  The  children  j 
huudled  close  to  me  as  he  came  near  and  asked  fur  j 
“daddy.”  He  was  evidently  intoxicated,  and  I did 
not  dare  to  let  him  know  that  “daddy”  .was  not  at  I 
home.  1 asked  him  to  sit  down,  but  he  preferred  to  I 
stretch  himself  before  the  fire,  where  he  soon  fell 
asleep.  When  he  awoke  he  was  nearly  sober  and  I 
quite  inclined  to  be  talkative.  He  told  me  of  the  ; 
many  wrongs  the  Indian  had  suffered;  that  the  white  j 
man  planted  corn  over  his  fathers  bones:  and  the  ; 
poor  old  Indian  wept.  Finally  he  started  up,  ex- 
claiming, ’daddy  no  come,  you  no  sleep,  I go  to  mv  : 
brothers',  and  he  went  away.  ^ 

“Sleep  was  a stranger  to  our  eyes  that  night,  we  kept 
ourselves  in  readiness  for, flight,  for  we  expected  the  1 
•red-face’  would  return  with  his  brothers  to  murder  i 


us  ail.  The  riches  of  a kingdom  would  not  repay  us 
for  another  such  night  of  anxiety.  But  as  rime 
passed  on,  we  gained  the  friendship  of  these  denizens 
of  the  forest,  and  they  brought  us  many,  many  pres- 
ents in  their  own  rude  way.” 

From  the  date  of  Mr.  Benedict's  settlement  to  that 
of  his  death,  his  history  is  so  completely  intertwined 
with  that  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town, 
that  to  give  it  here  in  detail  would  only  be  a repeti- 
tion of  a large  part  of  the  history  of  Norwalk.' 

June  17,  1850,  he  married,  as  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Laviua  P.  Benton  of  Republic,  Ohio,  who  survived 
him  and  died  February  9,  1875. 

A few  days  before  his  death,  he  attended  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Masons  at  Toledo,  became  very  much 
fatigued  by  over  exertion,  was  attacked  by  bowel 
complaint,  but  so  great  were  bis  physical  powers  and 
so  determined  his  will,  that  he  returned  to  Norwalk. 
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aged  ninety-one  years,  seven  months  and  seven  days. 

His  funeral  took  place  on  the  following  Sabbath 
and  was  conducted,  by  the  Knights  Templar  from 
various  paits  of  northern  Ohio,  who  came  in  specie. I 
trains  run  from.  Cleveland  and  Toledo  for  that  pur- 
pose. y 

His  cherished  and  aged  friend.  Rev.  Samuel  Marks 
of  Euro  a.  Ohio,  officiated,  and  at  the  grave,  in  the 
presence  of  assembled  thousands,  said:  “Venerable 
man ! May  thy  a-lies  rest  in  peace,  and  the  clods  fab 
lightly  upon  thy  bosom  ! Thy  virtues  will  be  em- 
balmed forever  in  our  heart  of  hearts.  Fare  thee 
well.” 


HON.  TIMOTHY  BAKER. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a native  of  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  where  he  was  born  August  5,  1187. 
He  went  in  ISO!  to  Utica  and  in  1805  made  his  home 
in  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  1816,  he  married  Miss 
Eliza,  Remington,  of  Fairfield,  a.  union  which  brought 
him  forty-six  years  of  rare  domestic  happiness,  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  September  27.  1862. 

In  1814,  he  joined  some  friends  in  a journey  to  this 
county,  but  with  no  intention  of  removing  here  or  of 
making  purchases  himself.  Passing  through  Norwalk 
on  an  Indian  trail,  the  party  found  shelter  for  the 
night  in  a log  cabin  about  fifteen,  feet  square,  two 
miles  south  of  the  village,  with  several  ocher  similar 
companies,  ten  or  twelve  making  their  bed  on  the 
pole-  and  bark  that  formed  the  Hour  under  the  prim- 
dive  roof.  He  again  visited  Ohio  in  - 1815  ami  pur- 
chased several  large  tracts  of  land,  including  the  farm 
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in  Norwalk,  to  which  lie  came  with  his  family  and 
his  brother,  Theodore  Baker,  September  27,  is  19, 
and  where  he  resided  for  nearly  sixty  years,  when  the 
shadow  of  death  again  fell  upon  the  home,  and  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years,  on  January  27,  1S73.  his  earthly 
life  ended. 

Others,  parents,  relatives,  and  friends,  had  been 
borne  from  Ids  house  to  their  last  resting  place,  but 
his  own  family  had.  been  spared  through  all  these 
years,  and  his  six  children,  one  daughter  and  five 
sons,  with  their  companions,  yet  survive  him. 

The  little  company  of  inhabitants  in  Norwalk  em- 
braced about,  ten  or  twelve  families  when  he  came, 
and  was  very  cordially  welcomed  by  them.  He  en- 
tered at  once  earnestly  and  heartily  into  all  their 
plans  for  the  advancement  of  the  place,  and  was  for 
forty  years  personally  connected  with  nearly  every 
public  enterprise  that  promised  to  increase  its  wealth, 
its  prosperity,  or  its  intelligence. 

The  tannery  that,  he  built  in  1820  soon  passed  to 
his  brother,  and  in  his  own  business  he  soon  became 
widely  known  as  a landholder  and  merchant.  " He 
was  also  more  or  less  engaged  in  banking,  and  was  for 
many  years  president  of  the  Bank  of  Norwalk,  then 
one  of  the  most  substantial  institutions  of  the  kind  in 
Ohio.  In  J 821  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  an 
associate  judge  (under  the  old  judicial  system),  and 
after  twenty-one  years  of  service,  declined  another 
nomination  in  1842.  It  is  but  justice  to  sav  that 
during  that  long  period  he  maintained  a standing  as 
a jurist  reached  by  few  in  that  position,  his  relations 
to  the  court  being  recognized  as  far  more  important 
than  were  often  accorded  to  associates.  This  was  due 
alike  to  his  sound  judgment,  careful  investigation, 
and  conscientious  regard  for  justice.” 

In  1842  lie  became  a member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Norwalk,  a relation  that  he  assumed  with 
great  self-distrust.  The  tie  thus  formed  was  a source 
of  strength  and  blessing  in  the  changes  that  came 
with  the  passing  years,  of  which  the  sweetness  of  his 
closing  days  gave  precious  evidence. 

In  his  home  he  was  the  kind  and  thoughtful  hus- 
band, the  loved  and  honored  father,  the  genial  com- 
panion, the  hospitable  friend,  practicing  in  his  own 
life  the  habits  of  self-control  that  be  enforced  upon 
his  children  who  recall  his  life  with  mingled  love  and 
reverence. 


GIDEON  T.  STEWART. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  at  Johnston,  Fulton  county, 
New  York,  m 1824,  and  is  therefore  nearly  fiftv-tive 
years  old.  • His  ancestors,  on  his  father's  side,  came 
from  the  north  of  Ireland,  originally  from'  Scotland. 
They  became  the  founder*  of  the  first  academv  in 
Schenectady,  New  York,  which  afterwards  became 
Union  College,  IBs  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a 
distinguished  Methodist  divine  of  revolutionary  fame. 


r Rev.  N icholas  Hill,  Sr.,  and  a sister  of  the  celebrated 
| lawyer  of  the  same  name.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
j removed  with  iiis  father's  family  to  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

He  soon  entered  Oberlin  college,  but  while  in  his 
j sophomore  year,  left  that  institution  to  commence  the 
j study  of  law,  first  at  Norwalk,  and  subsequently  at 
! Columbus  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  Swayne  of 
j Ohio,  now  of  the  United  States  Supreme  court.  In 
August,  1840,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
| fession  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
! edited  the  Whig  organ  at  Norwalk  for  three  years, 
i and  was  three  times  elected  county  auditor  by  that 
j party.  Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  be  identified  himself  with  it. 

In  1801  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  purchased 
the  Daily  Tuans  of  that  place,  the  only  Union  daily 
newspaper  then  published  in  the  north,  half  of  that 
state.  lie  edited  it  through  the  war,  then  sold  out 
and  returned  to  Norwalk,  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
law,  which  he  has  since  continued.  lie  at  one  time- 
owned  one-half  of  the  Toledo  Daily  Blade,  and  at 

! another,  one-half  of  the  Daily  Commercial  of  that 
I n 

city. 

In  1847  he  helped  organize  Norwalk  division  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  which  is  still  an  active  working 
temperance  society,  and  of  which  he  remains  a 
charter  member.  He  lias  been  three  times  elected 
presiding  officer  of  the  Order  of  Good  Templars  in 
Ohio. 

As  an  item  of  interest  in  the  history  of  the  teniper- 
I ance  reform,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  in  1357.  Mr_- 
j.  Stewart  presided  over  a state  temperance  convention, 

! held  at  Columbus,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an 
j independent  prohibition  political  parly:  that  this 
! convention  appointed  a committee  to  call  a state 
! nominating  convention,  but  the  movement  was 
j stopped  by  the  war  in  Kansas,  followed  by  the  war  of 
I the  rebellion.  In  18G9  3>e  was  a delegate  to  the 
j Chicago  convention,  that  organized  the  National 
Prohibition  party,  and  has  ever  since  been  a member 
j of  the  national  executive  committee.  He  3ms  been 
! three  times  candidate  of  tine  Prohibition  Reform 
| party  in  Ohio  for  supreme  judge,  and  thrice  for 
I governor. 

He  is  a clear,  logical  reasoner,  and  possessed  of 
i excellent  executive  ability.  He  is  thoroughly  posted 
j in  political  history  and  economy,  and  there  are  few. 
j if  any,  men  in  the  country  who  more  thoroughly 
| understand  the  questions  relating  to  temperance. 


BARNARD  CORTRITE 

! is  a son  of  Garrett  V.  ancl  Electa  Cortrite.  his 'father 
| being  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  mother,  of 
j Connecticut.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Phelps, 

! Ontario  county,  New  York.  September  25.  1831.  lie 
‘ remained  with  his  parents,  dev  oting  himself  imlustri- 
to  the  occupation  of  fanning  until  lie  was 
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twenty-two  years  of  age.  All  the  education  he  re- 
ceived was  ‘‘picked  up’’  in  a district  school,  some 
two  miles  distant  from  his  home. 

Having  a natural  fondness  for  machinery,  and  his 
father  being  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  the  mowing 
machine  into  Ontorio  county,  young  Barnard,  when 
he  was  but  fourteen  years  old,  at  the  request  of  a 
farmer  living  some  twelve  miles  distant,  took  his 
father’s  mower,  and  drove  to  the  place,  arriving  late 
at  night.  Going  to  work  in  the  meadow  the  next 
morning,  he  cut,  by  noon  of  the  second  day,  twenty 
acres  of  grass;  for  which  feat  he  was  highly  com- 
plimented in  the  county  newspapers. 

in  April.  1S54-,  Mr.  Cortrite  went  to- Wisconsin,  to 
manage  a farm  consisting  of  a section  of  land,  for  a 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  A.  C.  Loomis,  where  he 
remained  until  that  gentleman's  death.  He  then 
went  to  Saginaw,  Michigan,  and  engaged  in  the 
Saginaw  City  mills,  as  an  assistant  sawyer,  but  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  he  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  first  sawyer,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  mills.  Here 
he  cast  his  first  vote,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  for  General 
Fremont.  For  the  rest  of  that  year,  after  the  saw- 
ing season  was  over,  he  employed  himself  in  chopping 
cord  wood,  at  fifty  cents  a day. 

- In  1857,  on  account  of  his  father’s  death,  he  was 
called  home  to  settle  up  the  estate.  After  perform- 
ing this  duty,  he  took  the  whole  family,  viz.:  His 
mother,  three  brothers  and  three  sisters,  to  Genesee 
county,  Michigan,  where  they  located. 

At  about  this  period,  Mr.  Cortrite  became  con- 
nected with  the  firm  of  Ledyard  A Bennett,  of  Ply- 
mouth, Wayne  county,  Michigan,  as  salesman  and 
collector  during  the  spring,  summer  and  fall,  and 
during  the  winter,  as  manufacturer  of  fanning  mills. 
With  this  firm  he  remained  five  successive  years,  dur- 
ing which  time,  on  the  28th  of  September,  i860,  he 
was  married  to  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Sarah  Terry,  of  Plymouth,  Michigan.  Of  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  Hattie  E.  and  Sarah  A.,  both 
of  whom  are  living. 

In  the  year  1834,  after  a protracted  illness,  he  en- 
gaged with  the  firm  of  Shutts  & Ferrier,  manu- 
facturers of  machinery,  as  salesman  for  a term  of 
three  years.  While  engaged  with  this  firm,  lie  was 
solicited  by  Mr.  Bennett,  one  of  his  former  employ- 
ers, to  go  to  Ohio  and  engage  .in  the  fanning  mill 
business  with  him,  becoming  an  equal  partner  and 
manager.  This  he  did,  purchasing  land  and  erecting1 
a factory  in  the  village  of  Norwalk,  Huron  countv, 
and  entering  inte  partnership  for  a term  of  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  term  he  purchased  Mr. 
Bennett's  interest,  and  became  sole  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty. 

During  his  many  years'  experience  in  this  business. 
Mr.  Cortrite  became  convinced  that  a more  perfect 
mill  than  those  then  in  use,  was  needed,  and  could  be 
constructed.  And  soon  after  becoming  sole  proprietor 
of  the  establishment  above  named,  he  invented  what 


is  now  widely  known  as  the  “Eureka  Fanning  Mill," 
i for  which  he  obtained  letters  patent. 

! This  invention  has  proved  eminently  successful, 

! and  its  success  is  attributable  not  only  to  the  ingenu- 
! it v of  the  invention  itself,  but  also  to  the  prudence, 

: energy  and  financial  ability  with  which  the  inventor 
i has,  for  a period  of  some  fourteen  years,  conducted 
j his  affairs.  His  business  has  rapidly  increased  until, 
i with  the  facilities  afforded  by  his  Norwalk  factory, 

I and  the  one  recently  established  by  him  at  Harris- 
■ burg,  Pennsylvania,  the  average  number  of  his  mills 
sold  annually  is  over  one  thousand. 

During  the  years  of  1ST 7-8,  Mr.  C.  erected  and 
completed  the  fine  residence,  a view  of  which  appears 
on  another  page  of  this  work,  and  which  the  people 
of  Norwalk  properly  regard  as  an  ornament  to  then- 
village.  He  has  also  made  many  improvements  upon 
i his  factory  buildings,  and  the  surrounding  grounds, 

; which  are  indicative  of  his  artistic  taste,  as  well  as  of 
; his  pecuniary  ability. 

In  the  year  1872,  Mr.  Cortrite  made  a public  pro- 
l fession  of  religion  and  united  with  the  M.  E.  church, 
i of -which  he  is  still  an  active  member. 

• 

- 

DAVID  HARLOW  PEASE. 

D.  H.  Pease  was  born  in  Somers,  Connecticut, 

| November  9,  1826,  and  at  the  time  of  death,  January 
13.  1872,  was  in  the  forty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

His  early  years  were  spent  in  his  native  town,  and 
1 in  addition  to  such  knowledge  as  he  could  obtain  at 
the  public  school,  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two 
years  at  the  village  academy  at  Wilhraham,  Massa- 
| eh  u setts. 

He  came  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  1852,  and  was  en- 
I gaged  in  the  book  and  drug  business  until  1-863,  when 
i he  was  elected  county  auditor,  and  filled  that  posi- 
tion with  remarkable  fidelity  for  three  successive 
terms  until  1869,  since  which  time,  until  his  death, 

I he  was  actively  engaged  in  merchandise. 

So,  few  words  express  in  general  terms  the  story  cf 
Mr.  Pease’s  life.  He  was  not  a man  to  limit  his 
cares  or  his  labors  to  his  own  or  his  family's  well  be- 
ing. With  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  welfare 
j of  all  within  the  reach  of  Jiis  influence,  he  combined  a 
rare  judgment,  an  indomitable  perseverance  and  re- 
markable efficiency.  While  yet  a young  man.  lie  do- 
; termined  to  do  what  one  man  could  to  promote  the 
! cause  of  temperance,  and  his  time,  labor,  means  and 
counsel  have  been  freely  given,  year  after  year,  to 
further  this  great  object.  He  wa>  active  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Young  Men’s  Library  and  Reading 
! Room  Association,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  one 
of  its.  most  efficient  and  valuable,  officers.  Ilis  in- 
i terest  in  the  Fire-land's  Historical  Society  was  utifiag- 
; ging  for  years.  IDs  duties  as  secretary  of  the  society 
' and  editor  of  the  Fionwr,  occupied  much  of  his  val- 
‘ liable  time,  and  this  he  freely  gave  from  some  time 
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in  the  year  ISGO,  when  lie  was  chosen  editor  of  the 
Pioneer,  to  the  time  that  lie  was  compelled  by  weak- 
ness to  lay  aside  his  pen.  In  early  manhood  he  made 
up  his  mind  that  whatever  was  excellent  in  character 
or  elevating  and  ennobling  in  tendency,  was  generally 
connected  with  the  Christian  church.  He,  therefore, 
sustained  the  public  worship  of  God  by  his  example 
and  most  generous  contributions,  and  his  counsel  and 
personal  presence  could  always  be  depended  upon  in 
sustaining  the  Sabbath  school.  Tie  was  foremost  in 
every  good  work,  and  counted  no  sacrifice  to  great 
for  the  public  good.  Such  characters  as  Mr.  Pease’s 
are  not  common  ; it  is  only  here  and  there  that 
such  a man  is  vouchsafed  to  a community.  Genial 
and  happy  in  his  home- — a kind  neighbor,  a wise 
and  faithful  citizen — we  miss  his  presence  in  our  as- 
semblages— we  miss  his  counsels  and  his  labors.  He 
has  gone  from  ns  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the 
midst  of  great  usefulness,  but  has  left  to  the  com- 
munity the  rich  legacy  of  a pure  and  upright  life. 
Let  us  imitate  his  example  and  emulate  his  virtues. 


JOHN  LAYLIN. 

John  Laylin  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  May  22,  TT91.  His  parents  removed 
to  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  in  1706.  In  March,  1810, 


his  father  sold  his  farm  and  started,  for  the  “lake 
country,”  taking  with  him  all  his  family,  except 
John,  who  remained  behind  until  June  of  the  same 
year  to  receive  a payment  for  the  farm,  which  became 
due  at  that  time.  John  hired  out  during  the  summer 
to  a farmer  at  ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month, 
and  attended  school  during  the  following  winter.  In 
the  spring  his  grandfather.  Abraham  Powers,  and 


Hanson  .Reed,  decided  to  follow  John's  parent.-,  to 
the  frontier.  Accordingly  they  started  overland 
through  the  wilderness,  taking  with  them  such  house- 
hold goods  and  other  property  as  they  could  carry. 
John  accompanied  them,  assisting  in  driving  stock 
and  in  other  ways  rendering  them  aid  during  their 
long,  tedious  journey.  The  party  at  length  arrived 
at  Cuyahoga  portage.  They  then  learned  that  John’s 
father  and  party  had  stopped  there  the  previous 
spring,  on  their  wa\  to  the  frontier,  and  raised  a crop 
of  corn,  and  in  the  fall  had  removed  to  the  month  of 
Black  river,  on  the  lake  shore.  John  remained  with 
his  grandfather's  party  until  they  reached  Greenfield, 
Huron  county,  where  they  settled.  He  remained 
with  Hanson  Reed  one  month,  to  assist  him  in  plant- 
ing corn.  He  then  started  alone  and  on  foot,  by 
Indian  trails,  to  join  his  father’s  family,  near  Black 
river.  While  on  this  lonely  journey,  sleeping  on  the 
bank  of  the. Vermillion  river,  he  was  surrounded  by 
wolves,  but,  by  the  greatest  vigilance,  and  kindling  a 
fire,  he  kept  them  at  bay  until  morning.  In  October, 
1811,  the  family  removed  to  West  Berlin,  Erie  county. 
During  ihe  following  winter,  Mr.  Laylin  taught 
school,  receiving  his  board  and  one  dollar  and  a quar- 
ter tuition  per  scholar,  as  compensation. 

In  the  spring  of  1812  war  was  declared  between 
England  and  the  United  States.  A meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  that  and  the  surrounding  counties'  was 
held  to  provide  means  for  defence.  A petition,  ask- 
ing for  assistance  from-  the  governor  of  Ohio,  was 
forwarded,  and  a company  of  “minute  men"  was 
organized  for  home  defence.  Mr.  Laylin  joined  the 
company,  and  on  the  next  day  it  marched  to  the 
peninsula  off  Sandusky  to  ascertain  if  there  were 
any  Indians  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Laylin  was  pre- 
vented joining  this  expedition  by  severe  sickness. 
From  the  entire  company  of  thirty,  only  four  or  five 
survived  the  expedition.  Nothing  was  heard  of  the 
poor  fellows  until  their  whitened  bones  were  found 
in  the  following  September  by  a detachment  cf  Com- 
modore Perry's  victorious  troops.  In  August,  General 
Hull  surrendered  to  the  British,  which  was  not  known 
among  the  settlers  until  a small  British  fleet  appeared 
off  Huron,  from  which  some  of  the  prisoners  taken 
were  sent  in  small  boats  to  the  shore. 

The  greatest  consternation  prevailed.  In  the  panic 
which  followed,  the  family  fled  to  Mount  Vernon. 
At  Mansfield,  they  met  a regiment  hastening  to  the 
protection  of  the  citizens  on  the  border,  and  Mr. 
Laylin  joined  these  troops.  After  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment had  expired,  he  rejoined  his  father's  family  at 
Mount  Vernon.  Here  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade. 
He  was  fond  of  reading  auu  study  and,  not  being 
confined  closely  at  his  trade,  found  time  to  avail 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  a public  library.  He 
became  a great -student  of  ancient  and  modern  history. 
He  also  watched  with  deep  interest  the  great  dis- 
coveries in  science  and  the  inventions  of  genius.  It 
wa- during  this  time  that  bis  most  lasting  political 
and  religious  opinions  were  formed.  In  tin-  mean- 
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time,  his  father':?  family  had  removed  to  Norwalk, 
hut  he  remained  in  Mount  Vernon  until  1817,  when 
he  was  called  Inane  by  the  death  of  his  father.  In 
October.  ISIS,  he  married  Olive  Clark,  wife  of  Daniel 
Clark,  of  Bronson.  Mr.  Laylin  then  settled  near 
Norwalk,  on  a farm  which  he  had  previously  bought, 
where  he  passed  tiie  most  active  and  useful  portion 
of  his  life.  During  the  years  that  followed  he  was  a 
most  zealous  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  Sabbath  school,  having  made  that  the 
church  of  his  choice.  Nearly  all  religious  services, 
prior  to  the  erection  of  a church  edifice  in  the  village, 
were  held  at  his  house.  He  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  a Sabbath  school  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  position  he  filled  for  a number  of  years.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1841,  he  was  sorely  bereaved  in  the  death 
of  his’  wife  and  two  children.  There  remained  --i 
the  family  six  children : two  -w-  :-r.d  four  da u.e.ters 

Six  years  afterward,  Mr.  T.w:  : married  Mrs.  Mary 
Weyburn  States,  of  Ilartland.  who  proved  an  excel- 
lent wife  and  mother.  In  tee  strength  of  her  affec- 
tion she  gathered  into  her  love  me  remains  of  two 
broken  families  and  was  a true  lumber  to  them  Hi. 

Soon  after  his  second  rmm  a_v  he  remowd  to  a 
residence  on  Medina  street.  Norwalk,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death. 

His  faithful  wife  died  Amu!  i n 1ST  7,  after  a long. 
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thought  during  his 'long  life. 

His  life  covers  almost  the  entire  national  period  of 
our  history.  He  was  horn  in  the  second,  year  of 
Washington's  first  term,  and  was  over  eight  years 
old  when  he  ( Washington)  died.  He  was  eligible  to 
vote  for  fifteen  presidents.  His  life  runs  back  through 
Victoria's  long  reign — past  William  and  George  I\  . 
to  the  middle  of  the  stupid  misrule  of  George  III. 
Louis  XVI.  was  still  a monarch,  the  French  reign  of 
terror  was  yet  unknown,  and  the  great  battles  of  Na- 
poleon unfought.  Nicholas  and  two  Alexanders  had 
not  yet  conic  to  the  throne  of  Russia,  and  the  Empire- 
of  Austria  was  yet  unborn.  He  has  sem  : pi  ng  into 


! being  the  wonderful  mechanical  inventions  and  scien- 
tific discoveries  that  have  so  materially  changed  the 
| economy  of  life. 

He  received  from  his  mother  religious  instruction 
j which,  at  eighteen,  ripened  into  definite  conversion. 
His  religious  convictions  were  welded  in  the  wtiite 
heat  of  early  controversy,  and  ever  bore  the  marks 
| of  their  origin.  He  died  firm  in  the  faith  that  he 
i would  awaken  amid  the  glories  of  his  heavenly  home. 


CALEB  FT.  GALLUP. 

In  Lorraine,  part  of  the  debatable  territory  be- 
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the 

Fi 

•each  and  < 
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: wasted  and 

seared 

and 

rC; 

irred  by  ma 

uv  ba 

tiles,,  now 

in  possession 

of  one 
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and  thou  of 

the  o 

thing  there 

is  an  ancient 

family 

of  -t 

he 

name  of  K-. 

iiopp. 

From  ti 

me  immcnio- 

! rial  the  tradition  has  liven  handed: down  by  its  mem- 
bers, from  generation  to  generation,  that  one  of  their 
number  went  to  ut-ani  Europe  as  a follower  of  Wil- 
; iiairi,  Duke  of  Normandy,  and  never  returned.  This 
tradition  was  ivently  imparted  to  the  writer  by  the 
Rev.  Peter  Kolopp.  a member  of  that  family  now  in 
■ charge  of  St.  Peter's  (Catholic)  church  of  Norwalk. 

Hume,  in  his  history  of  the  “ Conquest,’*  savs: 
“ The  situation  aCo  U Kan/,  inspired  William  with 
hopes  rliar.  besides  his  brave  Normans,  lie  might  ern- 
pl  '/  against  England  the  flowei  of  the  military  force 
widen  was  dispersed  in  all  the  neighboring  states. 
France,  Germany  and  the  i . •wor  countries,  by -The 
' progress  of  the  medal  institutions,  were  divided  and 
i sul (-divided  ino-  tnanv  principalities  and  baronies.  * 

: * * A military  .pint  had  universally  diffused  itself 
; throughout  Europe;  * multitudes  crowded 
to  ten  dm  to  the  ‘lake  their  services,  with  that  of 
rH  ; vm-als  and  rm  m.m-.  ; Hume's  History  of 

England.  Boston  edition  of  I854|  volume  one.  pages 
one  hundred  forty-  m 1 md  two.  > Readers  of  history 
wiV.  re  nr  inner  that  Me-e  m ■'  ernents  of  ‘•William  the 
Com  : ror’  were  browned  with  success  at  the  battle 

A-  ••  rutB  i tie.  tradition  in  the  Koiopp 
fairr’v  id'  i,“u\oim.  ; uwiHon  -dso  exists  in  the  Gal- 
. [up  famey  A:;.  , : i,,r  the  founder  of  the  Eng- 

lish brunch  cane-  h:"o  England,  at  the  Conquest,  from 
France.  'This  iruditioiV'ha.s'  often  been  related  to  the 
; writer  by  the  late  Haliet  Gallup  of  Norwalk. 

The  different  spelling  of  the  mime  by  the  two  fam- 
I ilies  is  no  indication  of  a difference  in  origin.  In 
j those  early  days  education  was  confined  to  the  monas- 
teries. and  family  names  were  perpetuated  by  the  me- 
dium of  their  children  more  than,  by  written  records, 
i Afterwards,  as  education  became  more  general,'  and 
men  learned  to  write  their  names,  the  manner  of 
\ spelling  them  was  purely  arbitrary,  depending  upon 
1 the  sound,  or  the  fancy  of  the  individual.  Kolopp  is 
a correct  phonetic  spelling  of  the  Herman  pronuncia- 
1 t ion  of  < tall  up. 


ISO 


HISTORY  OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  COUNTIES.  OHIO. 


Early  in  tiie  seventeenth  century,  and  previous  to 
1630,  two  brothers,  John  and  William  Gallup,  came 
over  to  this  country  from  England  and  settled  at 
Boston,  then  but  an  infant  settlement.  John  was  an 
English  sailor  and  soon  became  a.  Massachusetts  fish- 
erman, and  with  his  little  fishing  smack  became 
historic  in  the  Indian  troubles  of  that  time — 1630 — 
(Palfrey’s  History  of  New  England,  volume  one.  page 
four  hundred  fifty-eight;  Life  uuti  Letters  of  John 
Winthrop,  pages  one  hundred  fifty-eight,  two  hun- 
dred, and  three  hundred  eighty-seven).  lie  died  at 
Boston  about  165'!,  without  issue. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  New  London,  Connec- 
ticut, and  about  16-18,  William,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  married  at  Boston,  became  a resident  of  that 
part  of  New  London  since  called  Groton,  where  he 
brought,  up  two  sons,  Hallet  and  William  (second), 
and  probably  other  children. 

In  1615,  Hallet  received  warning,  from  a friendly 
Indian,  of  the  trouble  soon  to  culminate  in  that  historic 
event  known  as  ‘ ' King  Phillip’s  war."  That  warn- 
ing was  the  present  of  a wampum  belt,  or  rather,  a 
belt  made  out  of  the  long  coarse  hair  of  the  black 
bear,  ornamented  with  white  beads  set  in  the  form  of  a 
“ W.”  This  indicated  war.  He  raised  a company  of 
soldiers  and  took  them  into  that  ‘•'direful  swamp 
fight”  of  December  19,  1715.  The  following  quota- 
tion shows  his  fate: 

“The  legislature  of  the  colony,  in  a representation 
of  the  services  they  had  performed  in  the  war,  sav: 
‘ In  that,  signal  service,  the  fort  fight,  in  Namigan- 
sett,  as  we  had  our  full  number  in  proportion  to  the 
other  confederates,  so  all  say  they  did  their  full  pro- 
portion of  service.  Three  noble  soldiers,  Seeley, 
courageous  Marshall  and  bold  Gallup,  died  in  the 
bed  of  honor:  and  valiant  Mason,  a fourth  captain, 
had  his  death's  wound.  There  died  many  brave 
officers  and  sentinels,  whose  memory  is  blessed,  and 
whose  death  redeemed  our  lives.’  ” (Barber's  Connec- 
ticut Historical  Collections,  page  21;  see,  also,  Pal- 
frey's History  of  New  England,  volume  III,  page  1 11). 

William  (second)  survived  the  war  and  raised  a large 
family,  one  of  which  was  a son  named  William 
(third),  who  also  raised  a family  of  two  boys,  William 
(fourth)  and  Hallet  (second),’ and  ten  daughters,  of 
whom  there  were  six  twins. 

This  William  (third)  removed  from  Groton,  Con- 
necticut, to  Kingston,  Pennsylvania,  in  October, 
1714,  and  was  living  there  at  the  time  of  the  “ Wyom- 
ing massacre,”  of  July  3,  1718:  His  sou  Hallet 

(second)  was  in  the  fight,  and  escaped  by  floating 
down  the  Susquehanna  river,  with  his  body  under 
water  and  his  face  protected  from  view,  between  two 
rails  grasped  in  his  hands. 

Two  of  his  twin  daughters,  Sarah  and  Hannah, 
aged  about  five  years,  were  captured  and  carried  off 
by  tiie  Indians,  painted  and  adopted  by  a squaw,  but 
soon  after  ransomed. 

Hannah,  born  at  Groton.  Connecticut,  March  4, 
1773.  was  the  Mrs.  Hannah  Jones  who  died  at  Knurs- 


I 

; ton.  Pennsylvania,  about  i860.  Sarah,  horn  at  Gro- 
ton, Connecticut,  March  4.  1713,  was  the  Sarah  Hoyt 
who  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  hi  1858.  She  first 
i married  Peter  Grubb,  Jr.:  after  his  death  she  married 
, Mr.  Agur  Hoyt  and  removed  to  Danburv,  Connect!- 
1 cut:  from  there  they  removed,  in  1831,  to  Norwalk, 
Ohio.  She  was  the  stepmother  of  Agur  B.  Hoyt, 
now  of  Norwalk,  and  mother  of  William  R.  Hoyt, 
now  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Another  daughter,  Mary,  was  engaged  to  be  mar- 
| ried  to  James  Divine,  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  at 
| Kingston  to  visit  her.  and  was  one  of  the  victims  of 
I July  3,  1778.  She  never  married. 

William  (fourth),  then  a lad.  escaped  the  massacre, 

! and,  at  maturity,  married  Freelovc  Hathaway,  sister 
! of  sea  captain  Caleb  Hathaway,  of  Philadelphia. 

| Their  children  were  Wiiliani  (fifth).  Hallet  (third), 
j “'.Tames  Divine”  and  Caleb  Hathaway. 

William  (fifth)  came  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  1818, 
j and,  on  May  2,  married  Salley  Boa  it,  daughter 

j of  Captain  John  Boult  (the  first  marriage  in  Norwalk), 
i and-  their  children  are:  William  (sixth),  now  living 
| in  Tiffin,  Ohio:  Matilda  (Mrs.  Wm.  Bombarger).  n,ow 
j of  Boulder,  Colorado:  Mary,  dead;  Francis,  now  of 
! Denver,  Colorado;  Ruth  Ann  (Mrs.  Lafayette  S.  Lvt- 
I tie,)  of  Toledo,  Ohio:  George,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Susan 
| (Mrs.  Thomas  Thresher,)  of  Granville,  Ohio;  Samuel 
j C.,  now  of  Pueblo,  Colorado;  James  Divine  (2d),  now 
j of  Greensburgh.  Indiana;  John  (2d),  now  of  Boulder, 
Colorado;  Rose  (Mrs.  Albert  Nusley.)  of  Sandusky 
! City,  Ohio). 

Hallet  (3d)  was  born  at  Kingston.  Pennsylvania,  in 
I 1796,  and,  upon  his  birth,  a relative  at  Groton,  Con- 
! nectieut,  sent  on  to  his  parents  the  wampum  belt 
| given  by  the  friendly  Fqdiao  to  Captain  Hallet  (1st) 
j in  1775,  with  the  request  to  name  him  Hallet.  That 
| belt  is  yet  in  almost  perfect  preservation  in  the  pos- 
j session  of  Carroll  Gallup,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
j In  1812.  Hallet  (3d)  joined  Captain  Thomas’  com- 
j pany  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  ana  served  in  the 
| artillery  under  Harrison.  On  being  mustered  our.  of 
| service  at  the  close  of  the  war,  lie,  in  1816,  came  to 
| Bloomiugsvillc,  then  in  Huron  county,  and,  in  ISIS, 
came  to  Norwalk.  In  1819  he  was  appointed  eol- 
i lector  of  the  then  Huron  county.  On  April  9.  1620, 

| he  married  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Platt  and  Sally 
! Benedict,  and  died  in  his  eighty-second  vear  on  July 
; 11,  1877,  at  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

His  wife,  Clarissa,  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  just  six 
S months  afterwards,  on  January  11,  ISIS,  in  the  eighty- 
| second  year  of  her  age. 

Their  children  were:  Catharine,  now  living  at  Nor- 
I walk;  Maria,  (Mrs.  M.  A.  Punton)  now  living  at  Nor- 
| walk;  Lvdia,  died  hi  childhood;  Carroll,  now  living 
! at  Norwalk;  Sarah,  (Mrs.  Henry  Brown)  now  living 
j at  Norwalk.  Eliza,  died  in  infancy;  Caleb  Hathaway, 

| (second)  now  living  at  Norwalk;  Lizzie  Francis,  now 
living  at  Norwalk. 

James  Divine,  third  son  of  William,  (fourth)  spent 
j the  greater  part  of  his  life  as  a mining  engineer,  in 
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the  then  just  developing  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  at  Munch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  in  March, 
185(3;  aged  about  fifty-eight  years;  never  married. 

Caleb  Hathaway,  fourth  son  of  William,  (fourth) 
was  born  at  Kingston,  Pennsylvania,  in  1802;  came  to 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  1825,  and  opened  a cabinet  shop 
on  the  lot  so  long  occupied  by  the  late  John  H.  Foster. 
He  died  at  Norwalk,  September  20.  1827;  not  married. 

Caleb  Hathaway,  (second)  whose  picture  accom- 
panies this  memoir,  son  of  Hallett, (third)  was  born  at 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  May  10,  1834. 

In  1856,  he  graduated  at  Madison  University, 
Hamilton,  New  York,  from  the  “Literary  and 
Scientific  Course,”  and  was  the  first  student  upon 
whom  that  institution  conferred  the  “Degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy.” 

In  1S57,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Worcester  and  Pennewell,  of  Norwalk,  and  in  April, 
1858,  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  with 
the  “Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,”  and  shortly  after- 
wards opened  an  office  at  Norwalk. 

In  1859,  he  removed  to  St.  John's,  Michigan,  and 
ohMuN  10th,  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  the 
courts  of  that  State. 

The  next  summer  ho  removed  from  St.  John’s  to 
Port  Austin,  Huron  county,  Michigan,  arriving  there 
on  June  24,  1860. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  was  elected  the  first 
prosecuting  attorney  of  that  county,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  re-elected  for  four  succeeding  terms,  hold- 
ing the  office  until  January  1,  1871, — ten  years. 

He  also  held  the  offices  of  circuit  court  commis- 
sioner and  injunction,  master  during  most  of  the  same 
period,  as  well  as  that  of  township  treasurer,  and 
several  other  minor  offices. 

During  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  he  acted  as  deputv 


Huron  county,  Michigan;  was  him.self  “drafted"  and 


instead  of  being  sent  to  the  “front,”  was  ordered 
back  to  duty  as  deputy  marshal. 

In  1866  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Michigan 
legislature  for  two  years,  and  while  acting  in  that 
| capacity  introduced  and  obtained  the  passage  of.  a 
| joint  resolution  calling  on  Congress  to  provide  for 
and  construct  a harbor  of  refuge  at  or  near  Point 
Au  Barques,  Lake  Huron.  Be  also  had  printed  and 
circulated,  at  the  different  cities  bordering  the  great 
chain  of  lakes,  a petition  to  the  same  end.  This  was 
the  first  step  ever  taken  to  obtain  such  a harbor,  and 
did  not  meet  with  immediate  success;  but  it  set  the 
movement  on  foot  that  eventually  culminated  in  the 
magnificent  harbor  of  refuge  now  nearly  completed 
at  Sand  Beach,  Huron  county.  Michigan.  Hundreds 
of  vessels,  thousands  of  sailors  and  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  property  now  find  safe  shelter  there  from 
the  terrible  storms  on  lake  Huron. 

In  1867-8-0  he  made  repeated  efforts  to  obtain  an 
! extention  of  the  Western  Union  telegraph  line  from 
! Lexington,  seventy  miles,  to  Port  Austin,  and  with 
| success. 

June  20.  I860,  lie  married  Kate  M.,  daughter  of 
John  Y.,  and  Mary  S.  Vredenburgh,  then  of  Peru, 
Huron  county,  Ohio.  She  died  May  25,  1863. 

The  issue  of  that  marriage  was  one  son,  Richard 
Carroll,  born  September  2,  1861,  at  the  Peru  farm. 

November  3.  1869,  married,  as  second,  wife,  Helen 
A.,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Glover,  of  Trenton, 
j New  .Jersey,  and  niece  of  Hon.  Joel  Parker,  of  Free- 
I hold.  New  Jersey,  the  only  person  who  lias  twice 
| held  the  position  of  governor  of  that  State.  She 
j died  April  S,  187.2,  at  Port  Austin,  Michigan,  aged 
! twenty-nine  years,  and  is  buried  at  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

| The  issue  of  this  second  marriage  was  one  daughter, 
j Mabel  Parker,  born  September  17,  1870,  and  one  son, 
i Herbert  Alpheus,  born  April  5,  1872,  both  at  Port 
Austin. 

July  9,  1872,  removed  with  his  children  back  to 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  his  present  residence. 


WAKE MAN 


ORIGINAL  OWN’F-KS. 

Ix  the  year  J 702  the  State  of  Connecticut  grunted 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  on  the  west  end 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  to  those  of  her  inhabitants 
whose  property  had  been  destroyed  by  tire  by  the 
enemy  during  the  revolutionary  war.  The  grantees 
organized  under  the  name  of  “•  The  Sufferers’  Land 
Company,”  and  on  the  St h of  November,  ISOS,  the 
directors  of  the  company  met  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  devised  a plan  for  a division 
of  the  land  among  its  members,  which  was  made  bv 
lot. 

The  four  classes  drawn  for  the  four  sections  of 
Wakeman  are  exhibited  in  the  following  table,  the 
first  column  of  which  contains  the  names  of  the 
“sufferers”  as  the  grantees  were  called.  The  fig- 
ures opposite  the  names  show  the  amount  of  each 
individual’s  loss  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 
The  right  hand  column  contains  the  names  of  those 
persons  who  became  owners  of  the  claims,  either  by 
purchase  or  by  heirship,  and  the  amounts  set  opposite 
their  names  show  the  amount  paid  for  the  claims  in 
the  different  sections.  The  value  of  each  section  of 
the  township  being  arbitrarily  fixed  at  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  and  seven  -hil- 
lings, each  classifier  was  apportioned  a quantity  of 
land,  in  the  same  ratio  to  the  total  amount  as  the 
amount  of  his  claim  bore  to  the  total  value.  In  the 
distribution  of  the  lands,  which,  as  previously  stated, 
was  made  bv  lot,  it  sometimes  happened  that  a claim- 
ant received  land  in  each  section  of  the  township  and 
in  other  townships. 

WAKEMAN,  TOWN  NUMBER  IOI  R.  IX  THE  TWENTIETH 
RA  XGE. 


CLAwuricATios  No.  i,  Sseno.** ! 


Original  Grantees 
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t f 7t»> 

£ 5. 
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d. 
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:» 
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10 
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2 

5U 
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0 
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10 
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3 
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s 
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0 
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o 
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Classification  No.  2,  Section  3. 


Original  Gratifies. 

£ 

Am't  Loss, 
s d. 

Classified  by. 

Am't  Classed. 
£ s.  d. 

Reuben  Beers 

510 

4 

2 

Jesup  Wakeman 

160 

14 

n 

Mabel  Osborne 

605 

0 

2 

175 

6 

10 

XatnT  Wilson 

10 

17 

S 

Ebenezer  Jesup,  Jr. 

8 

16 

ft 

Thomas  Benoit 

3 

o 

3 

.. 

3 

•J 

3 

Sarah  P.riant 

17 

10 

0 

“ “ 

17 

10 

0 

Jason  Disbrow 

16 

o 

1 

44 

16 

2 

4 

Hezekiah  Hull 

10 

0 

0 

v\ 

10 

0 

0 

John  Hyde 

4~ 

11 

Q 

47 

11 

3 

John  Hyde,  Jr. 

7 

fi 

3 

*■  *• 

7 

5 

3 

Joseph  Hyde 

35 

0 

0 

•35 

0 

0 

Benjamin  Maker 

15 

17 

4 

15 

17 

4 

Rebecca  Nash 

6 

7 

5 

“ 

6 

7 

5 

Peter  Whitney 

7 

9 

0 
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7 

0 

0 

Josiah  Buikley 

10 

0 
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0 

0 

Samuel  Beers 

96 

s 
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48 

4 

2U 

Francis  Forgne 
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1 
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1 

■3 
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i 

$ 

6 

Bmj.  Rumsey 

15 
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15 

0 

John  Davis 

62 

14 
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52 

0 
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Jere'h  Miller.  Esq. 
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IS 

10 

Isaac  Bronson 
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18 

lK 

Bridget  Ledyurd 

397 

14 

5 
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2 

Seth  St urges 

403 

0 

i 

Jesup  Wakeman 

6 

5 

8 

Stephen  Suerney 

85 

5 
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7 

Moses  Buikley 

50 
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0 j 
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11 

6 

David  Beers 
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4 
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4 

6 

David  Burr 
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0 

9 

93 

3 

6 
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Classification  Xo.  3,  Section'  3. 


Original  Grantees. 

£ 
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s -J. 

Stephen  Thorp 
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1 

8 
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3 

J oh  it  S r.:  tea  ley 
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10 

4 
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7 
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12 

9 

11 
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Olive  Buikley 
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3 
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Abel  Gould 
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6 

0 
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7 

10 

David  Barlow 
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2 

7 
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8 

8 

0 
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0 
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U 
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0 
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18 

o 
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0 
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12 

10 
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14 

14 
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17 

8 
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7 
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5 

0 
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7 
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10 
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*4 
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0 
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Jesup  Wakeman 

336 
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9 
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Classification-  Xo.  4,  Section  4. 
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X AW  E. 

1 lie  township  was  named  for  Jesup  'W  akeman.  one 
"f  the  original  proprietors  of  its  soil. 

X A T V R A L A P r E A K A X C E . 

I he  surface  is  generally  undulating,  the  eastern 
I'oncm  being  more  rolling  than  the  western.  The 


HISTORY  OF  HURON  AND  ERIE  COUNTIES,  OHIO. 
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Vermillion  river  enters  the  township  from  the  south, 
near  the  center  of  the  town  line,  and  running  a won- 
derfully crooked  course,  passes  about  a mile  east  of 
the  center  and  leaves  the  township  a short  distance 
west  of  the  section  line.  Brandy  creek  enters  the 
south  line  of  the  township,  in  the  southwest  part,  and 
forms  a junction  with  the  Vermillion  a short  distance 
northeast  of  the  center  of  the  town.  Ea  Chapelle 
creek  rises  in  Townsend,  enters  this  township  south 
of  the  center  road  and  leaves  it  a mile  and  a quarter 
east  of  the  northwest  corner.  The  stream  is  said  to 
have  derived  its  name  from  a Frenchman  by  the  name 
of  De  La  Chapelle,  who  discovered  and  explored  it 
to  its  source,  long  before  the  country  was  settled. 

The  soil  is  generally  a clay-loam  with  a mixture  of 
sand  and  gravel  in  many  places,  and  is  adapted  to  a 
varied  cultivation.  The  first  settlers  found  this  town- 
ship heavily  timbered,  the  principal  varieties  being 
white  wood,  white  oak,  beech,  maple,  black  walnut, 
butternut,  chestnut,  hickory  and  basswood.  On  the 
river  bottoms  the  sycamore,  elm  and.  sugar  maple  were 
chiefly  found. 

X ATI V K ANIMALS, 
t 

The  principal  species  of  wild  animals  originally  found 
in  the  forests  of  Wakeman,  were  the  bear,  deer,  wolf, 
wild-cat  and  fox.  Bears,  though  not  numerous,  were 
occasionally  seen.  Deer  were  very  numerous,  and 
were  frequently  captured.  They  were  the  settlers' 
main  dependence  for  meat,  while  their  skins  were 
used  as  an  article  of  clothing  by  the  male  inhabitants. 
Suits  made  wholly  of  buckskin  were  worn  only  when 
absolute  necessity  required,  a single  wetting  and  dry- 
ing making  them  very  uncomfortable.  It  was  more 
generally  used  for  facing  the  exposed  portion  of  the 
pantaloons.  The  neck  was  sewed  on  to  the  seat,  and 
the  balance  of  the  hide  on  to  the  front  of  each  leg 
above  the  knee. 

Wolves  were  plenty,  but  they  were  a shy  animal, 
and  perhaps  were  not  as  often  seen  as  bears.  They 
were  exceedingly  vexatious  to  the  inhabitants,  ren- 
dering night  hideous  with  their  almost  incessant  howl, 
and  often  attacking  and  killing  sheep  if  not  inclosed 
in  pens.  Large  hunting  parties  were  sometimes 
formed  for  the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  ridding  the  coun- 
try of  them,  but  they  were  rarely  caught  in  this 
manner. 

The  wild  turkey  was  the  most  important  of  the  bird 
species,  and  was  found  in  great  abundance. 

I X jj  i a vs. 

For  about  ten  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  tirst 
settlers,  a band  of  Indians,  consisting  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  families,  came  regularly  into  the  township 
twice  a year — in  the  spring  to  make  maple  sugar  and 
in  the-  fall  to  hunt.  They  were  from  the  region  of 
Upper  Sandusky,  and  were  probably  of  the  Wyandot 
and  Seneca  tribes.  They  made  their  trips  in  canoes 
of  their  own  manufacture,  which  were  made  usual! v 
out  of  black  walnut  or  white  wood.  On  their  return 


! their  canoes  would  be  loaded  with  sugar  or  furs  and 
i venison. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Erastus  French,  who 
had  a curiosity  to  know  how  they  would  get  their 
j boats  over  the  clams  across  the  river,  the  answer  was, 

! ‘‘Yankee  cow."  (They  would  get  a settler  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  to  draw  their  boats  around  the  darns.) 
j They  had  a sugar  camp  east  of  the  Vermillion,  on  land 
; afterwards  owned  by  Mr.  Bunce.  Their  lints  were 
j made  of  elm  bark,  and  their  sap-troughs  of  the  same. 

; The  last  time  they  visited  the  place  was  in  the  spring 
!■  of  1827.  They  left  everything,  evidently  expecting 
! to  return,  but  they  never  came  again.  The  troughs 
! were  carefully  packed  up  inside  tiro  huts,  the  doors 
| were  tightlv  closed,  and  a stick  placed  against  each 
! one,  signifying  that  no  one  was  at  home. 

On  one  occasion  three  Indians  came  to  the  house  of 

I Erastus  French,  and  presenting  a certificate  of  their 

I honesty  from  Judge  Meeker,  asked  for  a “Yankee 
J c 

i hack.”  Mr.  French  was  unable  to  understand  what 

i . 

| thev  meant,  until  one  of  the  Indians  jumped,  upon  a 
; log  and  gesticulated  as  if  digging  out  a canoe,  when 
j he  rightly  inferred  that  tin  adz  was  wanted,  but  had 
! none  to  give  them;  They  would  frequently  cal;  at 
| the  houses  of  the  settlors  for  whisky,  for  which  they 
j would  invariably  offer  something  in  exchange.  When 
refused  on  the  ground  that  they  would  get  drunk 
l (“caeoosie”),  the  plea  would  be  “Injun  no  cacorLe 
j now;  caeoosie  to-morrow.”  They  would  rarely  get 
I drunk  away  from  their  camp. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Canfield  relates  the  following  incident  of 
| his  first  sight  of  Indians:  In  that  portion  of  the 

! township  formerly  called  the  “windfall.”  there  were, 
i in  the  early  settlement,  great  quantities  of  bkickbt-r- 
i ries.  In  the  summer  of  1817,  himself,  Ins  brother 
! Royal,  Lemuel  and  Bennett  Pierce,  ali  lads  whose 
! ages  ranged  from  six  to  nine  years,  mounted  Captain 
| Pierce’s  old  mare,  the  only  horse  in  tin-  township  that 
year,  and  started  foi  the  blackberry  patch.  Then  the', 
j arrived  at  “the  windfall,”  about  a mile  west  of  whore. 

! the  depot  new  stands,  they  suddenly  discovered  a 
|.  party  of  Indians  only  a short  distance  away,  mounted 
! upon  their  ponies  and  coming  directly  toward  them. 

| The  boys  stood  not  upon  the  order  of  their  going,  but 
j went  at  once.  The  old  nag  developed  a rate  of  speed 
! on  that  homeward  trip  of  which  she  had  never  been 
| suspected.  Over  logs,  brush  and  mud  holes  sirs  went, 
j and  fortunately  arrived  at  Mr.  Canfield’s  without  a 
| boy  less.  The  Indians  followed  along  up  to  the 
| house,  greatly  amused  at  the  boys'  fright,  and  with 
| many  gesticulations  described  to  the  family  the  ap- 
\ pen  ranee  of  the  lads  during  their  flight. 

SKTTI.LMEXT. 

In  181*5,  Burton  Canfield,  Bennett  French,  Joel 
Crane.  Waite  Downs,  and  other  gentlemen  living  in 
i Sonthbury,  Connecticut,  organized  themselves  into  a 
I company  and  purchased  of  Wakeman,  Bronson  and 
JeSup.  section  three  and  subsequently  the  northern 
I tier  of  lots  of  section  four,  the  purchase  amounting  to 
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about  four  thousand  eight  hundred  acres,  the  price 
per  acre  being  two  dollars. 

This  company  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
original  proprietors,’ who  recognized  the  benefit  it 
would  be  to  their  adjacent  lands  to  have  the  tract 
sold,  speedily  settled,  to  furnish  one  settler  each  vear 
for  each  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  purchase 
until  each  quarter  section  should  be  thus  occupied. 
As  the  entire  tract  contained  thirty  quarter  sections, 
the  company  had  thirty  years  in  which  to  fill  this 
pledge,  and,  long  before  the  limit  of  time  was  reached, 
the  agreement  had  been  fulfilled. 

In  consequence  largely  of  the  above  agreement,  the 
character  of  the  population  that  took  possession  of 
Wakeman  was  of  the  genuine  Yankee  sort;  tliev  were, 
almost  without  exception,  from  Connecticut.  Most 
of  them  came  from  Southbury,  New  Haven  county, 
some  from  Litchfield  and  Fairfield  counties,  and  a 
few  from  other  parts  of  the  State. 

The  first  family  to  take  up  its  abode  in  the  wilder- 
ness was  that  of  Augustin  Canfield.  Mr.  Canfield 
started  from  New  Milford,  Litchfield  county,  with 
his  wife  and  four  children,  his  brother  Burton  Can- 
field,  Seymour  Johnson  and  his  hired  man,  for  the 
Fire-lands  on  the  59th  day  of  April,  1817.  "While 
journeying  through  the  “four-mile  woods"  west,  of 
Buffalo,  the  emigrants  experienced  a break-down,  one 
of  the  axietrees  of  the  wagon  breaking  off  at  the 
wheel.  The  company  fortunately  possessed  sufficient 
mechanical  skill  to  repair  t'iie  damage,  cutting  out  a 
piece  of  timber  from  a tree  and  splicing  it  on  to  the 
remaining  pare  of  the  axle,  and  thus  completed  the 
journey  without  further  mishap. 

Many  anecdotes  are  related  illustrative  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  roads  through  Cattaraugus  Swamp,  or, 
more  particularly,  that  portion  of  it  known  by  early 
settlers  as  the  “ four  mile  woods. “ A traveler,  seeing 
a hat  floating  on  the  mud,  procured  a pole  and  tried 
to  secure  it.  when  a voice  from  below  cried  out,  “Let 
me  alone:  I have  a good  horse  under  me,  and  I shall 
get  through  all  right/'’ 

Mr.  Canfield  and  his  associates  arrived  in  Wakeman 
on  the  53d  day  of  May,  performing  the  long  journey 
in  about  three  weeks.  He  settled  on  lot  number 
twenty-three  in  the  third  section,  building  his  cabin 
nea  • the  location  of  the  present  residence  of  John  G. 
Sherman.  The  house  was  fourteen  feet  square,  built 
of  rough  logs,  with  a roof  of  elm  bark  and  a floor  of 
the  same.  Two  large  boxes,  or  trunks,  placed  to- 
gether constituted  the  only  table  in  the  house,  and 
upon  which  the  scanty  meal  was  spread.  The  house 
being  without  a fire  place,  the  cooking  was  done  by  a 
log  fire  outside.  This  primitive  habitation  was  occu- 
pied about  six  weeks,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a more 
substantial  log  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  until 
1855,  when  it  was  sold,  with  seventy  acres  on  the 
south  part  of  the  lot,  to  Justin  Sherman.  Mr.  Can- 
field  taking  up  his  residence  on  the  north  part  of  the 
sumo  lot.  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  September  16.,  184*,  aged  nearly  sixty-five. 


| Mrs.  Canfield  died  in  February.  1861,  at  the  age  of 
I nearly  seventy-two.  Tliev  raised  a family  of  five 
| children.  C.  C.  Canfield,  the  eldest,  married  Mary  E. 

I Hanford,  daughter  of  Jabez  Hanford,  who  settled  in 
Wakeman  in  1831.  Mr.  Canfield  has  resided  in  the 
township  for  it  period  of  sixty-two  consecutive  years. 
Royal  R.  Canfield  was  a physician,  and  died  in  North 
Carolina.  Sarah  Ann  (now  Mrs.  N.  M . St.  Johns) 
resides  at  Oberlin.  Harriet  (widow  of  Curtiss  Burr), 
and  Burton  M.  Canfield  reside  m this  township. 

The  following  incident  which  occurred  in  the  sutn- 
! mer  of  1817,  when  there  were  but  three  families  in 
i the  township,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  newness  of 
j the  country  at  that  time.  While  Mr.  Canfield  was 
assisting  Captain  Pierce  in  his  logging,  hi?  family 
went  over  to  spend  the  day.  At  night  a thunder 
shower  came  up,  and  it  being  regarded  hazardous  for 
Mrs.  Canfield  and  the  children  to  undertake  a journey 
of  half  a mile,  they  remained  at  Mr  Pearce’s  over 
night.  But  there  was  a cow  at  home  to  be  milked, 
and  Mr.~  Canfield  had  to  go.  He  started  on  horse- 
j back,  with  his  little  son  Calvert  on  behind.  After 
j going  a short  distance  be  lost  his  path,  and  being 
1 utterly  unable  to  find  it  again,  had  no  alternative  but 
; to  make  a night  of  it  in  the  woods.  The  storm  was 
I of  great  violence,  and  there  was  no  shelter  to  be  had. 

| He  therefore  took  the  saddle  from  the  horse,  and 
| placing  it  on  the  riven  end  of  a tree  that  had  been 
I blown  down  by  the  storm,  formed  a cover  for  the  boy. 

| while  he  himself  bore  the  pelting  rain,  and  thus  they 
! spent  the  night.  When  daylight  appeared  he  found 
i that  he  bad  wandered  only  about  thirty  rods  away 
i from  the  path. 

Burton  Canfield,  who  came  in  with  Augustin  Can- 
| field  and  family,  as  previously  mentioned,  returned  to 
! Connecticut  a few  weeks  afterward;  remained,  there 
! five  or  six  years,  when,  with  his  family  of  wife  and 
j son,  he  removed  to  this  township. 

The  next  man  that  penetrated  the  forests-  of  Wake- 
| man  was  Amial  P.  Pierce.  He  arrived  with  his 
! family,  consisting  of  wife  and  four  children,  and  a 
j*  hired  man,  about  three  weeks  after  the  Canfields’, 

| making  the  journey  from  Connecticut  with  an  ox 
! team.  He  made  his  location  on  the  adjoining  lot, 

| number  twenty-two.  He  always  resided  on  this 
| location. 

He  was  a man  of  large  size  and  of  great  physical 
! strength,  excelling  in  this  respect,  any  other  of  the 
j pioneers  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bristol.  He  had 
| borne  the  rank  of  captain  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
. title  was  applied  to  him  here  for  many  years,  and 
i until  that  of  “ Squire."  owing  to  his  long  service  as 
j justice  of  the  peace,  was  substituted. 

Mrs.  Pierce  is  said  to  have  been  a woman  of 
| “strong  emotions,  firm  Christian  faith  and  deep 
: religious  experience."  She  was  the  only  professing 
I Christian  in  the  first  three  families,  and  her  example 
and  influence  was  most  salutary.  It  is  said  that  she 
| found  it  very  hard  to  become  reconciled  to  the  uew 
life  upon  which  she  had  entered.  The  change  from 
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ER1  ME8NARD 


was  bora  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Get.  1 G,  1797.  He 
moved  with  his  father’s  family  to  Saratoga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1S0C;  thence,  in  1818,  to  Onon- 
daga Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Lucy,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  Hill,  in  the  year  182(1.  His  wife 


Railroad,  one  of  the  first  railroads  built  in  the 
United  States. 

He  officiated  as  county  surveyor  of  Huron  County 
for  fourteen  years,  and  did  more  or  less  surveying 
during  all  the  vears  of  his  residence  in  Ohio, 


died  in  1830,  and  in  1835  he  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Harriet,  daughter  of  Seth  Baker  , of 
Lafayette,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  am  resided  at 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  until  1836,  when  he  moved  to 
Fairfield,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio;  thence,  in  1843,  to 
Norwalk,  in  said  county,  where  lie  remained  until 
the  date  of  his  death,  Jan.  28,  1879,  in  the  eighty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  He  was  employed  as  civil 
engineer,  about  1831,  on  the  Ithaca  and  Owego 


though  he  made  farming  his  principal  occupation, 
being  proprietor  of  the  fine  farm  now  owned  bv 
his  son,  Capt.  L.  1>.  Mesnard,  and  located  two 
miles  south  of  Norwalk. 

But  few  men  were  more  widely  known  or  re- 
spected throughout  the  county.  He  was  an  exem- 
plary Christian,  and  a man  of  sterling  worth  and 
integrity.  He  leaves  a son  and  three  daughters,  all 
residents  of  Huron  County. 


ANSEL  BAKER. 


Thomas  Baker,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  was  a native  of  Massachusetts.  In  3 803  he  ! 
removed  with  his  family  to  Lafayette,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  Ansel  was  born,  Aug.  4,  ISIS, 
being  the  eighth  in  a family  of  ten  children.  When  j 
fourteen  years  of  a^re  he  went  to  live  with  a married 

” . I 

sister  in  Lafayette,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  was  twenty-one.  He  cast  his  first  vote,  at  the 
Presidential  election  in  1840,  for  Gen.  Harrison,  j 
and  the  next  day  started  on  his  journey  to  the  distant 
West,  as  Ohio  was  then  regarded.  After  his  arrival 
there  he  began  to  work  by  the  month  at  the  hard 
work  of  clearing  of  that  early  time;  working  thus 
in  the  summer,  and  teaching  school  during  the  win- 
ter months,  getting  forty  dollars  for  a te  an  of  three 
months.  At  the  close  of  his  school-teaching  lie 
began  work  upon  the  farm  for  Daniel  A.  Baker,  now 
of  the  Eirst  National  Bank  .of  Norwalk,  at  eleven 
dollars  per  month,  continuing  two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  married  Martha  S.  Foster, 
daughter  of  Moses  S.  Foster,  of  Peru  township, 
Huron  Co.,  who  came  from  Vermont  in  1832.  She 
was  born  Dec.  21,  1823.  After  his  marriage  he 
rented  the  farm  of  his  former  employer,  Mr.  Baker, 
for  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  the  farm  upon 
which  he  now  resides,  in  the  southeast  part  of  Nor- 
walk township,  having  made  his  purchase  some  four  | 


or  five  years  previous.  When  he  began  there  this 
part  of  the. township  was  very  new,  the  nearest  im- 
provement being  that  of  Ezra  Wait,  west  of  him, 
which  was  then  the  eastern  end  of  the  road.  His 
first  purchase  of  land  was  fifty-four  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  eight  dollars  per  acre.  He  has  since  added, 
and  now  owns  two  hundred  acres,  paying  seventy 
dollars  per  acre  for  the  last  purchase. 

His  wife  died  Sept.  20,  1878,  having  borne  him 
six  children,  who  are  all  living:  Mary  Frances, 
born  Jan.  11,  1848,  married  Chester  Robbins  in 
the  fall  of  1869,  and  resides  on  the  southeast  corner 
farm  of  this  township;  Moses  F,,  born  Nov.  26, 

1849,  has  his  second  wife,  and  lives  in  Rice  Co., 

Ivan.,  where  lie  was  one  of  the  first  settlers;  Nor- 
man, born  Aug.  26,  1855,  married  Jennie  Adams, 

May  15, 1878,  and  occupies  the  farm  with  his  father. 

Charles  Eri,  born  Jan.  15,  1S60,  Lewis,  born  Oct. 

4,  1S63,  and  Albert  Thomas,  born  July  21,  1870, 
are  living  at  home. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Foster,  the  mother  of  the  deceased 
wife  of  Mr,  Baker,  has  lived  with  her  son-in-law 

I 

about  twenty  years.  Her  husband  died  a few  years 
after  his  settlement  in  Peru.  Mrs.  Foster  is  now 
aged  nearly  eighty-nine  years,  and  is  entirely  help- 
less, having  sustained  an  accident  to  one  of  her  limbs 
some  twelve  years  since. 


IION.  JOHN  A.  WILLIAMSON, 


sou  of  the  late  James  'Williamson  and  Phobe  Williamson, 
and,  on  the  maternal  side,  grandson  of  Abizah  Griffin,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Greenwich  township,  was  horn  Sept.  25, 
18-12,  in  the  township  of  New  London,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  j 
born  and  reared  in  Hunter,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and,  removing 
to  Ohio  at  a comparative  early  day,  were  here  married  in 
the  year  1830.  His  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  the  family  homestead, 
the  old  farm  still  owned  by  him,  upon  which  the  Williamsons 
originally  settled,  and  which  lies  in  the  townships  of  New 
London  and  Fitch  villa,  into  the  latter  of  which  the  residence 
was  transferred  in  1852. 

Mr.  Williamson’s  youth  was  passed  in  a manner  of  life 
similar  to  that  of  many  farmer  boys,  but,  possessing  a more 
than  usually  vigorous  constitution,  together  with  bright  and 
acute  intellectual  qualities,  he  began  early  in  life  to  manifest 
those  traits  of  mind  and  character  which,  in  their  mature 
development,  have  rendered  him  eminent,  professionally  and 
politically.  His  was  naturally  an  ambitious  nature,  and  so  it 
happened  that  he  could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  education  j 
gained  in  the  common  schools,  hut  when  he  had  passed  j 
through  their  course  of  study,  chose  to  avail  himself  of  further 
opportunities  and  fit  himself  for  the  occupation  of  higher 
positions  in  life  than  he  could  attain  to  without  so  doing. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  upon  a course  in  the 
preparatory  department  of  Oberlin  College,  and  two  years  | 
later  he  became  a member  of  the  Freshman  class  of  that  insti-  j 
tution  of  learning.  He  remained  until  the  completion  of  the 
Sophomore  year,  1802,  when  that  one  of  many  exciting  war 
alarms,  the  news  that  the  Confederate  Gen.  Kirby  Smith 
was  about  to  make  a raid  upon  Cincinnati,  was  flashed  through 
the  loyal  North,  and  a call  was  made  for  the  minute-men  of  j 
the  State  to  rally  to  the  protection  of  its  chief  city.  Mr.  j 
Williamson,  being  a strong  supporter  of  the  Union  sentiment, 
and  feeling  that  he  should  do  anything  that  lay  within  his  j 
means  to  assist'  the  overthrow  of  the  power  which  menaced 
our  free  soil,  notwithstanding  the  reluctance  of  parental 
solicitude  for  the  safety  of  an  only  child,  went  out  as  one  "t 
that  hastily-summoned  and  quickly -prepared  body  of  men, 
as  did  also  many  of  his  class. 


After  returning  from  the  service  of  that  brief  campaign, 
which  by  no  means,  however,  promised  to  bo  short,  he  asked 
for  and  received  an  honorable  dismissal  from  Oberlin,  and  be- 
came a member  of  the  Junior  class  at  Yale,  from  which  col- 
lege be  graduated  with  honors  in  the  year  1864.  Immediately 
after  finishing  his  academic  course  he  entered  upon  the  study 
of  law  in  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  New  York,  at 
Albany,  from  which  ho  graduated  in  1865.  The  time  inter- 
vening between  this  date  and  1867  was  spent  in  a law-office 
in  Cincinnati,  and  in  traveling  and  general  reading. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1807,  he  became  deputy  clerk  of 
courts  in  Huron  County,  under  A.  B.  Griffin,  Esq.,  clerk, 
which  position  he  held  until  his  resignation,  in  1868,  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  a partnership  for  the  practice  of  law 
with  Hon.  W.  S.  Tennant,  at  East  Saginaw,  Mich.  ' In  1869 
he  removed  from  East  Saginaw  to  Toledo,  where  he  resided 
until  the  spiring  of  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Norwalk,  in  his 
native  county.  At  this  point  he  lias  since  lived  prominently 
in  the  eye  of  the  public,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  have  no 
cause  to  fear  its  watching.  He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  followed  it  assiduously  and  uninterruptedly 
until  1877,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Huron  County. 

Politically,  Mr.  "Williamson  is  a Republican,  and  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party.  He  lias 
been  a worker  for  the  success  of  principles  and  of  the  best  men 
in  the  party,  rather  than  a seeker  of  political  preferment  for 
himself.  He  Las  not  sought  place,  and  in  accepting  it  has 
onlj'  done  so  in  response  to  the  clearly  expressed  will  of  his 
friends  and  the  suffrage  of  the  people. 

Mr.  'Williamson  is  a man  of  fine  as  well  as  forcible  intel- 
lectual qualities,  an  extensive  reader  and  close  thinker,  of  a 
remarkably  practical  cast  of  mind,  and  yet,  withal,  alive  to 
whatever  there  is  of  beauty  in  the  many  refinements  of  sur- 
roundings and  of  being.  He  is  cautious  but  firm  in  his 
judgments,  and  reliable.  In  manner  be  is  social  and  friendly, 
and  he  possesses  qualities  that  readily  win  admiration  and 
respect,  whether  from  his  political  compeers,  or  his  private 
companions  and  acquaintances. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Celestia  N.  Tennant,  of  Camden, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  19,  1S69. 


» 


GEORGE  BUTT. 


George  Butt  was  born  in  the  oily  of  New  York,  July  24,  1834. 

At  the  age  of  sis  or  seven  years  his  father  moved  to  Illinois,  where  I 
Mr.  Butt  spent  the  earlier  years  of  his  active  life.  While  'still  young  ! 
ho  manifested  a taste  for  the  fine  arts,  spending  much  time  in  a por-  1 
trait  painter’s  studio,  where  bo  received  many  impressions  that  were  ] 
lasting,  and  which  had  ranch  to  do  with  his  choice  of  a profession  i 
for  life.  His  bout  of  min  i did  not  receive  encouragement  from  his 
parents;  on  the  contrary,  they  discouraged  him,  and  marked  out 
another  pursuit.  He  was  stil!  young  when  his  parents  dic'd,  and, 
having  no  desire  for  a trade,  he  grew  up  to  manhood  without  any 
special  business.  His  father  had  left  some  money'  for  him,  but  he 
never  received  it.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  however,  he  acquired 
about  $S00,  which,  by  judicious  speculation,  was  increased  to  about  i 
$2000.  Yfith  this  he  bought  a large  tract  of  land,  and  tried  farm- 
ing, but  was  not  successful.  He  lost  heavily  by  the  failure  of  the 
wheat  crops  in  successive  years,  and,  becoming  discouraged,  sold  out 
at  a great.  loss. 

While  visiting  Springfield,  111.,  he  became  interested  in  the  ambro- 
type  business,  and  gave  considerable  time  to  the  acquirement  of  the  ; 
art;  but  finally  gave  it  up  and  returned  borne. 

For  a year  succeeding  he  was  in  poor  health.  In  the  mean  time  ' 
photography  had  made  rapid  advances,  and  he  one-'  more  determined 
to  learn  the  business.  Placing  himself  under  the  best  instructors,  he 
took  a.  thoro  ugh  course,  and  again  entered  the  field  with  very  creditable  j 
success;  but,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  his  knowledge,  he  determined  i 
to  place  himself  where  he  could  become  a thorough  master  of  the  art. 

He  accordingly  entered  a leading  gallery  as  a workman,  and  labored 
industriously,  and  subsequently  took  private  lessons  from  some  of  the 
best  artists  in  the  State.  In  this  way  ho  soon  made  rapid  progress,  i 
and  in  a short  time  was  enabled  to  command  good  wrages. 

He  eventually,  with  a partner,  purchased  a fine  establishment  in  the 
city  of  Ottawa,  III.,  which  was  remodeled  and  thoroughly  refitted, 
but  had  only  been  in  operation  under  its  new  proprietors  for  the 
space  of  three  days  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  ire'  found  him- 
self in  very  straitened  circumstances.  But  he  was  not  wholly  dis- 
couraged, and,  adopting  the  motto,  “Where  there’s  a will  there's  a 


way,”  he  borrowed  $150  of  a friend,  purchased  a second-hand  travel- 
ing car,  repaired  and  refitted  it,  and,  locating  himself  on  the  public 
square,  opened  for  business  within  a week  of  the  disaster. 

In  this  venture  he  was  eminently  successful;  but,  his  quarters 
proving  too  narrow  for  his  increasing  business,  he  soon  after  entered 
into  partnership  with  an  artist  of  Ottawa.  This,  however,  proved  an 
unprofitable  venture,  and  he  very  soon  soil  out  his  interest. 

During  the  next  two  years  he  spent  considerable  time  in  Chicago, 
with  . the  intention  of  entering  into  permanent  business  there.  But 
he  finally  took  the  mistaken,  though  well-meant,  advice  of  a friend, 
and  removed  to  Ohio,  only  to  meet  disappointment.  After  seeking 
an  eligible  location  for  several  months,  he  eventually  located  in  Nor- 
walk, when  he  rented  the  gallery  over  the  First  National  Bank,  taking 
possession  Oct.  1,  18(39,  and  began  business  under  very  discouraging 
circumstances.  For  six  months  bis  expenditures  considerably  ex- 
ceeded his  receipts;  but,  continuing  undaunted,  at  the  end  of  one 
year  his  prospects  had  greatly  brightened.  In  t his  location  he 
remained  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  his  business  had 
entirely  outgrown  his  facilities.  He  accordingly  leased  the  second 
story  over  two  stores  in  the  new  F inn  block,  and  fitted  the  rooms  at 
great  expense  in  modern  style,  am  at  the  present  time  has  out-  of  the 
largest  and  most  conveniently  arranged  galleries  to  be  found  in  any 
provincial  town  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Butt’s  reputation  as  an  artist  is  excellent  and  wide-spread,  and 
his  work  extends  to  every  State  in  the  Union.  His  studio  is  tastefully 
arranged  and  decorated,  and  is  familiarly  known  throughout  the 
county.  He  makes  the  production  of  large  pictures  a specialty,  and 
is  ably  seconded  in  bis  business  by  a competent  corps  of  thr--c  or  four 
employes  which  he  keeps  constantly  at  work.  His  establishment  is 
an  honor  to  the  town,  and  has  become  a prominent  place  of  resort. 
Mr.  Butt  also  keeps  on  hand  a fiue  assortment  of  artists'  goods  and 
materials.  His  success  has  been  very  gratifying. 

It  is  proper,  in  this  connection,  to  state  that  Mr.  Butt,  c listed  in 
the  Union  army,  in  1862.  He  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of 
his  company,  and  remained  until  disabled  by  sickness,  when  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  and  soon  after  discharged. 


JOHN  TIFFT,  M.H, 


The  medical  profession  is  the  most  arduous  of  all 
professions,  and  particularly  is  this  the  case  in  new  and 
thinly-settled  localities.  Therefore,  when  we  find  a man 
who,  for  upward  of  a quarter  of  a century,  and  with 
persistent  perseverance  and  labor,  worked  in  the  capacity 
of  family  and  general  physician,  many  traits  of  character 
of  an  admirable  nature  are  presented.  Away  back  in 
1833,  when  Huron  County  was  comparatively  new,  and 
the  country  consequently  but  sparsely  settled,  Hr.  John 
Tifft  removed  here,  and, 
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until  1859,  uninterrupt-  j 
edly  practiced  medicine 
in  and  around  Norwalk. 

John  Tifft  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Martha 
(Pose)  Tifft,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  at 
Exeter,  R.  J.,  Oct.  11, 

1775,  and  the  latter  at 
Stephentown,  Rensse- 
laer Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
26,  1775. 

John  Tifft,  the  sub- 
ject. of  this  sketch,  was 
born  at  Scipio,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  11, 

1808.  He  received  most 
of  his  literary  education 
at  the  district  schools, 
completing  the  same  at 
Auburn  Academy.  On 
leaving  the  latter  insti- 
tution be  chose  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  as  a 
profession,  and  entered 
the  office  of  Joseph  T. 

Pitney,  M.H.,  at  Au- 
burn, for  its  study.  He 
remained  with  Hr.  Pit- 
ney about,  two  years, 
and  then  attended  the 
Berksl ; i re  M<  Pi  cal  Insti- 
tute, at  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

(a  branch  of  "Williams  College),  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honors,  receiving 
his  diploma,  Sept.  5,  1832.  He  practiced 
his  profession  for  about  one  year  in  York  State,  and 
then,  in  1833.  removed  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he 
commenced  a practice  which  subsequently  developed 
into  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business. 

From  1833  to  18-1G,  Hr.  Tifft  continued  in  the  allo- 
pathic school,  but  in  the  latter  year  he  changed  his  mode 
of  practice,  and  soon  became  as  successful  in  the  homoeo- 


pathic as  he  had  been  in  the  regular  school.  In  1859, 
losing  his  wife,  lie  retired  from  active  work,  and  has 
since  attended  to  the  management  and  supervision  of 
his  property.  He  is  among  the  oldest  living  practi- 
tioners in  Huron  County,  as  he  has  been  among  tire  most 
successful.  He  has  been  twice  married, — first  to  Louisa 
Fitch,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1833,  who  died  Sept. 
19, 1859;  second,  to  Nancy  A".  Earl,  Nov.  4, 1862,  who 
is  still  living.  He  is  a Hemocrar,  and  always  belonged- 

to  that  political  faith.  In 
1860  he  was  chosen  one 
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Charleston  and  Balti- 
more Conventions.  He 
has  held  various  offices, 
both  professional  and 
political.  He  was  elected 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
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College  of  Cleveland ; 
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was  treasurer  of  Nor- 
walk township  for  sev- 
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eral  years;  a member  of 
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the  corporation  council, 

and  mayor  of  t he  village 
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in  1872-73.  He  has  oc- 
cupied the  offices  in  the 
Cemetery  Association  of 
trustee,  president,  secre- 
tary. and  treasurer,  and 
to  him  is  due,  in  a -large 
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measure,  the  present  suc- 
cess of  that  well-man- 
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aged  institution. 

In  these  various  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust 
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the  doctor  has  invariably 
giyen  satisfaction.  lie 
brought  the  same  integ- 
rity and  ability  to  the 
fulfilment  of  his  various 
official  duties  that  made 
his  professional  life  both 
popular  and  successful.  Ail  public  enter- 
prises and  interests  tending  to  the  material 
development  of  the  community  in  which 
he  hits  lived  so  loug,  and  attained  :i  reputation  so  evedita- 
able,  meets  with  his  ardent  support  and  aid. 

He  is  public-spirited,  honest,  and  fair  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow-men  : and,  though  affiliated  with 
no  particular  religious  denomination,  yet,  he  possesses: 
all  the  essential  qualities  of  the  Christian  gentleman  and 
the  enterprising  citizen  that  lie  is. 


CHARLES  13.  STICKNEY. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Moira,  Franklin 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20,  1810.  He  was  the  oldest  of  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  Charles  and  Betsey 
Stiekney. 

I T is  father,  Capt.  Charles  Stiekney,  was  born  at  Corn- 
wall, Addison  Co.,  \ t.,  May  17,  1785,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Pierce,  at  New  Salem,  Franklin 
Co.,  M ass..  April  11,  1790.  They  were  married  in  the  town 
of  Dickinson,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  11,  1809.  Both 
are  now  dead.  They  were  of  English  descent.  His  father’s 
earliest  ancestor  in  America  was  William  Stiekney,  who 
came  to  this  country,  in  1637,  from  Hull,  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  settled  with  his  family  at  Rowley,  Mass.  From 
him  it  is  believed  that  all  bearing  the  name  of  Stiekney 
in  America  arc  descended. 

Mr.  Stiekney ’s  early  years  were  required  by  his  father  on 
his  farm,  where  be  remained  until  his  twenty-first  year, 
engaged  in  hard  work,  and  receiving  only  a district-school 
education,  when  he  was 
given  his  time,  §5.50  in 
money,  and  the  blessing  of 
his  kind  parents,  with  which 
he  started  forth  to  seek  his 
fortune.  i 

He  entered  the  academy 
at  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  then  in  charge 
of  llev,  Asa  Brainard. 
where  he  remained  nearly 
four  years,  supporting  hiui- 
seif  in  the  mean  time  by 
teaching  school  winters. 

His  health  having  be- 
come impaired  from  close 
application,  he  reluctantly 
left  the  academy  and  came 
to  Ohio.  He  readied  Ash- 
tabula County,  where  he 
was  taken  sick  at  the  house 
of  his  maternal  uncle,  Jesse 
Pierce,  in  the  town  of  Say 
brook,  bis  sickness  contin- 
uing for  nearly  six  months. 

Recovering  his  health 
somewhat,  he  adopted  the 
teaching  of  penmanship  as 
a means  of  livelihood,  and 
taught  in  different  places 
in  Western  Pennsylvania, 

Virginia,  and  Southern 
Ohio. 

In  the  year  1S41  he  visited  his  brother,  Hon.  E.  T. 
Stiekney,  at  Scipio,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  and,  meeting  wTith 
a former  fellow-student  of  Potsdam  Academy,  the  late 
Jairus  Kenuan,  Esq.,  who  was  then  practicing  law  at 
Norwalk,  he  was  induced  to  enter  his  office,  and  commence 
the  study  of  law.  He  arrived  at  Norwalk,  Nov.  13,  1841, 
and  pursued  his  studies  with  Mr.  Kenuan.  Was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  Aug.  1,  1844,  and  subsequently  to  practice  in 
the  Federal  Courts,  at  Cleveland,  April  12,  I860. 

During  bis  term  of  study  he  was  associated  with  the 
late  Ezra  M.  Stone  in  the  preparation  of  a large  number  of 
cases  in  bankruptcy,  under  the  then  existing  bankrupt  law 
of  the  United  States. 

After  lie  commenced  practice  be  was  several  times  a can- 
didate for  prosecuting  attorney,  always  running  ahead  of 
Lis  ticket,  but  not  being  able  to  overcome  the  party  odds 
against  him. 

The  new  constitution  of  Ohio  created  the  Court  of  Pro- 
bate, and  upon  its  going  iato  operation,  in  1851,  Mr. 


Stiekney  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  the 
new  office  of  judge  of  said  court,  and  was  elected  over  his 
competitor,  Hon.  F.  Wickham,  by  thirty-one  majority, 
having  run  ahead  of  his  ticket  about  five  hundred  votes. 
He  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  faithfully  and  satis- 
factorily to  all  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  was  again 
nominated  in  1S54.  The  newly-formed  Republican  and 
Know-Nothing  parties  sw’ept  the  field,  the  general  majority 
of  the  party  in  Huron  County  being  about  sixteen  hundred, 
but  the  majority  for  bis  competitor,  Hon.  F.  Sears,  was  cut 
down  to  about  eight  hundred. 

He  has  served  several  terms  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mon council,  and  in  April,  1874,  was  elected  mayor  of 
Norwalk,  and  served  two  years,  being  an  acceptable  and 
popular  officer. 

He  was  for  several  years  school  examiner  for  Huron 
County,  and  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Union  School  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  was 


c-lerk  of  the  Board.  He 
has  at  all  times  taken  a 

deep  interest  in  educational 
matters.  He  is  also  a 

member  of  the  Whittlesey 
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Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, of  which  he  has  been 
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president. 

He  became  a member,  by 
initiation,  April  30,  1845, 

of  Huron  Lodge,  No.  37, 

1 

I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  a 

prominent  and  respected 
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member  of  the  order,  hold- 
ing many  of  its  important 

'•N 

offices. 

• -'V 

• >; 

' n\ 

' 


Ou  Feb.  20,  1856,  ire 
was  elected  Most  V orchy 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio,  serving  one 
term  with  distinguished 
ability.  For  his  faithful 
and  efficient  services  in 
this  office  ha  received 
from  the  Grand  Lodge 
its  beautiful  ana  costly 
medal. 

In  1853,  Judge  Stiekney 
was  appointed  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, with,  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
on  the  stiff  of  Maj.-Geu. 
James  A Joucs,  17th  Divis  on  Ohio  'Volunteer  Militra,  and 
was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Chase.  He  also  acted  as  in- 
spector-genera!  of  division. 

Judge  Stiekney.  on  coming  to  Norwalk,  became  a boarder 
at  the  Mansion  House,  then  kept  by  Obadiah  Jenucy.  Esq., 
and,  to  the  surprise  of  all.  has  remained  unmarried,  and 
a constant  boarder  at  one  hotel,  now  over  thirty-seven 
years. 

Though  not  a communicant  he  has  long  been  an  attend- 
ant at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Norwalk,  and  has 
served  several  years  as  vestryman  and  clerk  of  the  vestry, 
vet  charitable  and  liberal  in  his  religious  views  toward  all 
church  organizations. 

Judge  Stiekney  lias  always  had  an  extensive  law  practice, 
and  been  especially  successful  as  a collection  lawyer,  and,  in 
the  settlement  of  estates  and  matters  of  guardianship,  lie 
has  been,  through  his  professional  life,  regard.  <1  ns  an 
upright  mart.  Ho  is  a gentleman  at  taste  and  culture,  kind 
and  benevolent,  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  an 
eminently  popular  member  of  society. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Auburn,  Crawford  I 
Co.,  Ohio,  July  13,  1825.  His  parents,  Erastus  and.  Sally  j 
Sawyer,  wore  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  His  father’s 
ancestors  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Lancashire,  England,  | 
and  his  mother’s  (whose  maiden  name  was  Snider)  from  Hoi-  i 
land.  His  parents  were  pioneers  in  that  then  wilderness  | 
country.  He  has  one  brother,  Albanus,  older,  and  one  sis-  | 
ter,  Mrs  Lucy  Kellogg,  younger,  than  himself,  who  reside 
in  Crawford  County. 

He  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  his  seventeenth 
year,  employed  in  the  hard  work  of  the  new  countrv,  and 
attending  the  common  school  of  the  neighborhood  when  there 
happened  to  be  one.  In  1843  he  was  a student  at  Norwalk  I 
Seminary,  and  the  next  year  at  Granville  College,  supporting  i 
himself  during  this  time,  and  while  studying  law,  by  teaching  j 
school  winters.  In  1845  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  j 
at  Norwalk,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1847.  and  soon 
had  a respectable  practice. 

In  1850  ho  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney,  which  office 
he  held  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  successful  in 
breaking  up  a noted  gang  of  horse  thieves,  counterfeiters,  and 
professional  witnesses  who  infested  the  county. 

In  1854  he  formed  a partnership  with  George  11.  Salford, 
■which  continued  until  both  threw  up  the  profession  to  enter 
the  army.  The  firm  did  an  extensive  and  successful  business. 

In  1860,  at  the  instance  of  Gov.  Dennison,  Mr.  Sawyer  I 
organized  a military  company  known  as  the  Norwalk  Light 
Guards,  and  on  the  16th  clay  of  April,  1801,  was  ordered  into 
the  service  for  three  months,  and  reported  with  bis  company 
at  Camp  Dennison  as  Co.  ul>,”  8th  Ohio  Volunteers.  The 
regiment  soon  reorganized  for  three  years,  and  he  was  pro- 
moted to  major,  and  soon  after  to  lieutenant-colonel.  In  July 
the  regiment  went  to  Western  Virginia  and  participated  in 
the  campaign  of  that  summer.  S.  S.  Carroll,  of  the  U.S.A., 
was  appointed  colonel,  and  took  the  regiment  into  the  valley 
in  the  spring  of  1861,  where  it  fought  conspicuously  in  the 
battle  of  Winchester.  Col.  Carroll  was  there  given  the  com- 
mand of  a brigade,  and  from  this  time  the  regiment  was  in 
command  of  Col.  Sawyer.  It  was  then  ordered  to  Harrison’s 
Landing,  and  became  part  of  the  2d  Corps.  He  commanded 
the  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Eun,  Morton’s  Ford, 
the  Wilderness,  and  Spottsylvania,  and  in  innumerable 
skirmishes.  In  most  of  these  battles  he  was  assigned  to 
difficult  positions,  and  in  every  instance  was  complimented  by 
his  superior  officers  for  his  gallant  conduct.  At  Gettysburg, 
he  was  ordered  to  drive  out  a rebel  force  posted  in  an  im- 
portant position  -In  front  of  Hancock’s  battle-line,  which  was  | 
handsomely  done  with  the  bayonet,  though  at  a heavy  loss,  j 
This  position  he  maintained  for  two  days  unsupported,  and  ! 
far  in  advance  of  the  line,  although  three  times  attacked  by  | 
superior  force;  and  finally,  charging  an  advancing  column  of  j 
rebels,  took  a number  of  prisoners  and  three  battle-flags.  In  i 
this  battle,  and  also  the  battle  of  Antietam,  over  one-half  of  j 


his  men  engaged  were  killed  or  wounded.  His  horse  was  shot 
from  under  him  at  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  and  Locust 
Grove.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  Morton’s 
Ford,  and  Spottsylvania,  at  the  latter  place  the  wound  dis- 
abling him  from  further  service  and  partially  paralyzing  the 
left  side.  During  the  draft-riots  he  was  sent  to  the  city  of 
New  York  with  his  regiment,  and  occupied  a position  on 
Brooklyn  Heights  until  the  consummation  of  the  draft. 

Promotion  was  several  times  tendered  him,  but  be  preferred 
to  remain  with  his  “gallant  old  8th.”  His  popularity  with 
his  men  was  unbounded,  his  ability  as  an  officer  was  con- 
ceded, and  his  absolute  bravery  in  battle  unquestioned.  The 
rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general  was  conferred  for  meritorious 
conduct  during  the  war. 

In  tlie  fall  of  18G4  he  visited  the  Ohio  troops  on  the  line  of 
the  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Northern 
Alabama,  and  Georgia,  on  a special  Commission  from  Gov. 
Brough.  He  then  acted  as  assistant  judge  advocate  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Advocate  Gen.  Holt,  at  Washington,  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  the  triumphal  return  of  the  Union 
army  to  Washington,  in  June.,  1805. 

In  1865  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  Legislature  for 
Huron  County  on  the  EepuLliean  ticket,  and  served  two 
sessions.  Was  a member  of  the  committees  on  finance,  schools, 
and  the  agricultural  college  fund.  The  Cleveland  Leader,  in 
a review  of  this  Legislature,  said  of  him:  “Few  men  in  the 
State  achieved  a brighter  reputation  in  the  recent,  war  than 
Gen.  Sawyer,  the  member  for  Huron.  As  a legislator  he  is 
chiefly  distinguished  for  his  ability  in  presenting  his  case  and 
1 dumfounding’  his  adversary,  if  anybody  has  the  temerity  to 
oppose  him.  For  real  humoi,  as  weil  as  solid  argument,  he 
has  few  superiors.  Sometimes  his  rare  blending  of  humor  and 
argument  would  convulse  with  laughter  the  entire  house,  and 
upset  the  gravity  of  everybody  within  bearing.” 

In  May,  1867,  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  registers  in 
bankruptcy  for  the  Northern  District  of  Ohio,  which  office  he 
has  held  during  the  existence  of  the  act,  a period  of  over 
twelve  years,  being  regarded  as  a careful  and  impartial  officer. 
He  has  also  during  this  period  continued  successfully  in  his 
law  practice.  Gen.  Sawyer  has  always  taken  a lively  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  Norwalk.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Nor- 
walk Institute  for  several  years,  and  until  it  was  discontinued 
on  account  of  the  non-popular  public-school  system,  ami  was 
then  for  fifteen  years  a member  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  union  schools. 

As  a lawyer  lie  occupies  a prominent  position  at  the  Bar, 
and  is  regarded  as  a man  of  strict  integrity  ; he  is  an  interest- 
ing speaker  and  ready  debater,  and  a thorough  student  of 
literature  and  history. 

He  was  married  to  Lucindu  M.  Lathrop.  Jan.  ui>.  1843,  who 
died  June  12,  1854.  Nov.  20,  1355,  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth B.  Bostwick,  of  Delaware  Go.,  N.  V.,  who  died  .Jan. 
6,  1878.  He  has  one  son,  Frank,  who  is  being  educated  for 
the  profession  of  the  law. 
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Among  the  pioneers  of  the  Fire-Lands,  whose  long  residence 
and  active  labors  have  made  them  conspicuous,  none  occupy 
a more  prominent  position,  and  deservedly  so,  than  Ashbel  (L 
Post.  Coming  here  at  a time  when  the  then  infant  settlement 
was  devoid  of  all  those  improvements  that  now  add  to  the 
convenience  and  .comfort  of  the  people;  when  the  present 
county  of  Huron  was  almost  without  roads  and  bridges ; when 
it  required  hard  and  persistent  labor,  toil,  and  care  to  make 
the  soil  produce  enough  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life, — he 
has  lived  to  witness  all  the  vaiious  developments  now  existing, 
and  in  his  life  and  character  has  assisted  in  this  great  work  of 
progress. 

Ashbel  G.  Post  is  the  second  child  and  only  son  of  Ashbel 
Post,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Old  Saybrook,  Conn.,  I 
in  the  year  1767,  and  died  in  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  14, 
1-S23. 

His  mother  was  Betsey  Phelps,  who  died  May  26,  1796,  in 
the  nineteenth  year  of  her  age.  Ashbel  G-.  Post  was  horn  in 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  20,  1796,  and  is  consequently  in  the  I 
eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  His  father  and  uncle,  Col.  Ezra  | 
Post,  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.  The 
latter  had  been  in  the  ".Revolutionary  war,  and  also  held  a 
colonel's  commission  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  1812,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Yew  York 
during  the  palmy  days  of  He  Witt  Clinton. 

Ashbel  Post  was  a man  of  a somewhat  changeable  disposi- 
tion, but  of  great  personal  integrity.  For  seven  years  he  was 
master  of  a sailing  vessel  out  of  Boston.  He  subsequently  ! 
married  again  and  settled  on  a small  farm  in  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  and  afterward  was  proprietor  of  a hotel  in  tiie  village 
of  Cromwell.  la  1S21  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  located  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Fitehviile.  He  erected 
a log  cabin,  and  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  improve- 
ments preparatory  to  moving  his  family,  and  had  nearly  com- 
pleted his  arrangements  to  go  East  for  them  when,  °n  the  14th 
of  August,  1823',  he  died.  He  left  behind  him  a reputation 
for  industry  and  perseverance  which,  had  he  lived,  would  j 
have  resulted  in  much  happiness  and  comfort  for  his  family,  j 


It  was  in ‘July,  1823,  that  Ashbel  G.  Post  first  came  "West* 
He  was  then  a young  man,  ardent  in  his  desire  to  succeed,  and 
willing  to  assume  the  arduous  duties  of  the  pioneer.  After 
visiting  his  father  and  looking  around  some,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  coming  out  to  settle,  he  returned  East  and  soon  received 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  his  father’s  death.  In  Novem- 
ber following  he  returned  to  the  Fire-Lands,  and  obtaining  his 
share  of  his  father’s  estate  he  went  to  work,  paid  off  the  .re- 
maining incumbrance,  and  from  that  time  all  through  his 
active  business  life  succeeded  well.  In  1836  he -removed  to 
Berlin  township  (now  Eric  County),  where  hr  purchased  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which  he  made  the  best  farm  in  what 
now  constitutes  the  two  counties  of  Huron  and  Eric,  and  for 
several,  years  he  took  the  first  premium  for  the  most  highly 
cultivated,  the  best  improved,  and  the  neatest,  farm,  thus  de- 
monstrating his  ability  as  a good,  practical  farmer. 

Mr.  Post  has  been  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Taenia  Palmer,  with  whom  he  was  united  Nov.  15.  1824. 
She  died  April  1,  1836.  They  had  five  children,  namely : 
Sanford  G.,  now  resides  in  Nevada;  Fanny  P,  married  and 
lives  in  Michigan  ; Eleanor,  married  and  resides  in  Vermil- 
ion; Wesley  (deceased!  , William  H.,  now  resides  at. home. 

For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Post  married  Ellen  S.  Parmenter, 
who  died  March  28,  1855,  leaving  one  daughter,  Louise.  P., 
who  now  resides  in  Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  They  had  also  one  ?..n, 
James  A.,  who  died  young.  For  his  third  partner  in  life,  M r. 
Post  married  Mrs.  Fanny  M.  Platt,  of  Connecticut,  Sept.  24, 
1855.  In  1829,  Mr.  Post  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  re-elected  in  1832.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  in  religion  liberal. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Post  sold  his  six  hundred  acres  in  Erie  County, 
and  after  traveling  and  visiting  hi?  Eastern  home,  in  1859,  he 
settled  in  his  present  residence  in  Norwalk. 

The  main  characteristics  of  his  long  and  eminently  us*,  fid  life 
are  his  industrious  habits,  his  indomitable  energy,  and  his 
uncompromising  personal  integrity.  These  good  qualities  In 
will  leave  as  a worthy  example  for  future  generations  t..  fol- 
low, and  as  an  imperishable,  legacy  to  his  children. 


Residence  oe  A . G.  POST , [to  77  West  jMain  St, .Norwalk, 0. 


